
Countdown to Christmas 

 
The busy days of December are here with the often long  
“to do” list.  It is a wonderful time of reflection during the 
Advent season in preparation for the celebration of the 
birth of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.  
 
Attached with this eNews is a fun Advent activity to help 
share the message of Christ. Quick and easy to do, 
the pages include ways to use the Advent  Scripture 
chain, such as: 
 
 Create an extra chain to share with a busy mom 

in your neighborhood or church; 
 
 Choose some of the  verses and commit them to 

memory, and; 
 
 More!  

Issue 109  - December 2012 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  Since 1942, the LWML has 
focused on affirming each woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active mission ministries 
and to support global missions. Prior Issues of LWML e-News are available at www.lwml.org/news/e-news.php.  
 

To change your subscription settings, visit http://lwml.org/mailman/listinfo/e-news_news.lwml.org. Questions or comments about e-News?  
E-mail pr@lwml.org. 

Christmas Ornaments 
Another easy LWML Christmas craft is back by 
popular demand — Ornaments! 
 
The designs shown here, and  a plain ornament 
to print on your favorite paper, along with the 
Advent Paper Chain, template are available at 
www.lwml.org/downloads/. 
 
Have some fun as you share the Good News of 
Christ, the Lord! 
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In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town.
(Luke 2:1–3 ESV) 

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 
(Matt. 1:20–21 ESV)

1

5

9

13

17

21

25

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear. (Luke 2:8–9 ESV)

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” (Luke 2:15 NIV)

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15 NIV)

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NIV)

And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:40 ESV)

aScripture Paper Chain
Share the message of Christ this Advent with a scripture paper chain!
Print each page of  this four page pdf on a different, brightly colored sheet of 8½ x 11 paper. Cut along 
the lines, sort into numerical order, and tape or glue the chain together. Each day, tear off the number 
corresponding to the appropriate day in December and read it as part of your Advent devotion.
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but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31 NIV)2
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 NIV)

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, be-
cause he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, (Luke 2:4–6 NIV)

And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, (Luke 1:14 ESV)  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! (Philippians 4:4 NIV)

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
(Luke 2:10–11 ESV)

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. (Luke 2:17–20 NIV)
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Therefore the Lord himself will give you sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will 
call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14 NIV)

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble 
state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy 
is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his 
arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has 
lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Is-
rael, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.” (Luke 1:46–55 NIV)

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 
(Micah 5:2 NIV)

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7 ESV)

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:7 ESV)

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen 
your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32 ESV)
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In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But 
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and 
you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” (Luke 1:26–33 NIV)

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But 
why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be ac-
complished!” (Luke 1:39–45 NIV)

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
(Matthew 1:22–23 NIV)

 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. (Isaiah 26:3 NIV)

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:13-14 NIV)

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name. (John 20:31 NIV)
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