
 

 

TREASURED NEWS 
  SEPTEMBER 2014  

WHERE IN THE WORLD HAVE OUR MITES GONE?? 

Issue 1 

PAID IN FULL - $100,000 has been sent to 

The  Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to 

strengthen and expand campus ministry. The    

Office of National Missions has produced    

LCMS U, an online virtual campus ministry, as a 

means to connect, collaborate, find resources, best       

practices, and other tools for campus ministry all 

over the United States. 

Volume 3 

This grant will provide scholarships to 

students of approximately fifty         

percent of the cost per trip, using 

$10,000 per year for two years. This 

grant would serve approximately 15 

students over a two-year period.  

Another $5,000 Paid to  
MOST Ministries 
for Mission Trips 

Concordia College, Selma, Alabama 
$50,000 is needed to help educate students who have 

a desire to serve the African American and other    
minority populations.   

Thank you for your donation marked for “mites” that 
will help prepare students for fulltime ministry and 

leadership positions in the church.  

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — AUGUST 2014 

Mite Donations 9,462.84 55,625.18  Annual Appeal 1,150.00 50,707.38 

Mite Donations Restricted 1,010.00 7,368.98  GoodSearch  1,807.49 

Conv. Offering #1  54,017.32  Thrivent Simply Giving  345.00 

Children’s Miss Adv  1,159.78  Thrivent Choice Dollars 2,118.00 34,517.00 

Mission Pledge Walk  73,791.04  AmazonSmile 109.35 109.35, 

Golf Tournament  7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL 13,900.19 292,583.26 

PayPal 50.00 5,916.00        GRAND TOTAL 47,874.57 1,159,931.81 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  12,949.34  NEBRASKA NORTH 1,009.34 14,760.57 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 1,062.18 29,461.17  NEBRASKA SOUTH 1,140.00 26,246.76 

CAROLINAS  7,178.63  NEW ENGLAND  9,452.84 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 1,779.62 29,273.29  NEW JERSEY 163.84 3,906.12 

CHESAPEAKE  14,031.23  NORTH DAKOTA 620.75 20,581.57 

EASTERN  8,442.60  NORTH WISCONSIN 1,345.00 23,460.00 

ENGLISH  8,492.86  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1,155.30 28,742.34 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  29,142.14  OHIO 901.03 27,047.35 

GULF STATES  8,025.24  OKLAHOMA 1,011.47 44,046.67 

INDIANA 3,120.22 24,317.63  OREGON  14,802.58 

IOWA EAST  21,040.71  PACIFIC SW  33,382.32 

IOWA WEST  30,523.29  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 475.68 21,437.76 

KANSAS  22,422.69  SELC  2,815.77 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  5,779.67  SOUTH DAKOTA 2,013.98 15,976.45 

MICHIGAN 2,804.02 46,089.20  SOUTH WISCONSIN 1,594.15 32,883.39 

MID-SOUTH 1,486.14 19,581.17  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  11,014.71 

MINNESOTA NORTH 1,113.05 25,158.16  TEXAS 2,030.15 50,935.57 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 1,621.88 41,093.73  UTAH-IDAHO 251.26 8,786.25 

MISSOURI 4,722.48 50,069.60  WASH-ALASKA 1,648.38 24,139.98 

MONTANA 693.40 8,153.43  WYOMING 211.06 11,703.77 

         TOTAL 33,974.38 867,348.55 
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STEWARDSHIP TIPS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 

EVERYDAY HEROS 

I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish 

humble tasks as though they were great and noble. The world is moved along, 

not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny 

pushes of each honest worker.  

         Helen Keller   

If you have possessions, any possessions at all, no 

matter how many or few you might think them to be, 

it means that God is blessing you with these things 

and trusting you to use these things wisely.   

As I say that, I think one of the key words in that 

sentence is “use,” as we say “use these things    

wisely.” God does not shower down all of these 

blessings to store up in bank vaults or safe rooms in 

our homes, never to be used for His glory and the 

good of His kingdom or the welfare of those He 

places in our lives. 

For some, it becomes very easy to hoard these 

things, thinking that we need to keep as much as we 

can for ourselves in case, and this will never ever 

happen, God should quit providing for us and we 

fall upon hard times. Now, don’t get me wrong. This 

does not mean that we go out and live as did the 

younger son in the well-known parable more   

properly called the Prodigal Father since “Prodigal” 

rightly means extravagant. This, after all, is how the 

father in the parable dealt with his repentant,        

returning, son, and this is exactly how our Father 

deals with us, His oftentimes wayward children, but 

that is a whole other story which we don’t have time 

for right now.   

What Christian stewardship means is using the 

things with which God has blessed us in ways that 

are pleasing to God and for the good of His 

kingdom both here on earth and for eternity in 

heaven. It does not mean living at either        

extreme: pinching each penny until it screams 

or throwing it all to the wind just for the fun of 

it.   

No, we turn to God in His Word to see how He 

would have us use the money and possessions 

He has provided for us. We look for               

opportunities to care for those He places in our 

lives, even as we plan for our future and take 

care of the needs we have right now. And no 

matter what our circumstances we are blessed to 

be able to say with full confidence, just as did 

St. Paul in Philippians 4:10-13, 10 I rejoiced in 

the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed 

concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 
11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I 

have learned in whatever situation I am to be 

content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I 

know how to abound. In any and every          

circumstance, I have learned the secret of     

facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 
13 I can do all things through him who     

strengthens me. 

  Rev. John Heckmann 

  LWML Senior Pastoral Counselor 

Stewardship Means Wisely Using the Treasures God Gives You  



 

 

ROCK OF AGES 
Augustus M. Toplady – 1776 

A baby was born in Farmham, England, on       
November 4, 1740, and was given the awesome 
name of Augustus Montague Toplady! He was 
raised and spoiled by his mother after his father 
died in a war. His friends said he was “sick and 
neurotic,” and his relatives disliked him. 

 
For reasons only known to God, Augustus was 
interested in the Lord. Here is a timeline of his 
early years: 

 
Age 11: He wrote, “I am now arrived at the age of 
eleven years. I praise God I can remember no 
dreadful crime; to the Lord be the glory.” 

Age 12: He was preaching sermons to whoever 
would listen. 

Age 14: He began writing hymns. 

Age 16: He was soundly converted to Christ while 
attending a service in a barn. 

Age 22: He was ordained an Anglican priest. 

 
A staunch Calvinist, Augustus outwardly and   
verbally disagreed with John Wesley’s theology. 
He wrote, “I believe him to be the most rancorous 
hater of the gospel-system that ever appeared on 
this island.” 

 

In 1776 Augustus wrote a paper about God’s             
forgiveness, intending it to downplay Wesley’s      
theology. He ended the paper with an original poem: 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure, 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 

 

When Augustus Toplady died at 38, his poem lived 
on as the “best known, best loved, and most widely 
useful” hymn in the English language. 

 

Strange as it may seem, the words are similar to 
something Wesley had written 30 years prior in the 
preface of a book of hymns for the Lord’s Supper:  

 

“O Rock of Salvation, Rock struck and cleft for me, 
let those two Streams of Blood and Water  

which gushed from Thy side,  

bring down Pardon and Holiness into my soul.” 

 
Toplady and Wesley were more compatible in their 
theology than they realized! 

 

  —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

   By Robert J. Morgan 2003 

   (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
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My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all;  
and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand (John 10:29). 

Welcome to More Newly Elected  

District Treasurers! 

Iowa West: Jennifer Clark 

Midsouth: Erin Foster 

Oklahoma: Katie Michaels-Johnson 

Gulf States: Flo Hofman 

 
Thank you for your willingness to serve the 
LWML as your district treasurer! 

...for using AmazonSmile for your 

shopping pleasure. A deposit of 

$109.35 was given to LWML mites 

from qualified purchases between 

April 1 and June 30, 2014. 


