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Now for the fifth and final principle for us to  

review. As you recall, four months ago we said 

one tool in this fight against the misuse of the 

gifts God has given to us is accomplished 

through the power and working of the Holy  

Spirit in our lives, through the Word and        

Sacraments, to believe that Jesus Christ is our 

only Savior from all sin, and to give His 

teachings priority in our life. You will 

also recall that three months ago we 

were reminded that our Heavenly 

Father is the owner of                

EVERYTHING and that we are the 

managers of those things and this very 

life with which He blesses us. Two months 

ago we highlighted the incredible need to control 

the focus of our lives. Last month we considered 

what it means to be organized and generous in 

our Christian giving. 

 

This month we are blessed to see how, when we 

cultivate Christian contentment, we will more 

easily be able to withstand the slings and arrows 

of the evil three. With that in mind I offer to you 

three portions of Holy Scripture for your        

consideration and study. 

 

The first is Philippians 4:11-13 where we read in 

the God-breathed words of St. Paul, “I have 

learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 
12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how 

to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have 

learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 

abundance and need. 13 I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me.” 

The second portion of Scripture includes the        

inspired words, once again, of St. Paul to the young 

pastor Timothy as he counsels him and us by saying, 

“godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we 

brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 

anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and 

clothing, with these we will be content. 9 But those 

who desire to be rich fall into temptation, 

into a snare, into many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people 

into ruin and destruction. 10 For the 

love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evils. It is through this craving that 

some have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many 

pangs” (1Timothy 6:6-10). 

 

Our final reference also shares with us the words of 

God through St. Paul to Timothy as he admonishes 

this young man, and each of us, in whatever our  

station of life, to not only take to heart, but also 

counsel others, “not to be haughty, nor to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who 

richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They 

are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be    

generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up 

treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may take hold of that which is 

truly life.” (Timothy 6:17-19). 

 

Heavenly Father, teach me to live in such            

contentment and certainty.  Amen!   
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — DECEMBER 2013 

Mite Donations 2,060.36 26,040.71  Christmas Appeal 28,674.50 40,029.56 

Mite Donations Restricted 50.00 1,090.00  GoodSearch  1,807.49 

Children’s Miss Adv 41.72 511.13  Thrivent Simply Giving 25.00 345.00 

Conv. Offering #1  54,017.32  Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,140.00 16,389.00 

Mission Pledge Walk  73,791.04     

Golf Tournament  7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL 34,006.58 225,747.99 

PayPal 2,015.00 4,508.00         GRAND TOTAL 82,975.93 577,821.92 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC 3,174.19 4,497.40  NEBRASKA NORTH 1,340.77 6,638.52 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 2,535.71 13,399.05  NEBRASKA SOUTH  7,583.65 

CAROLINAS  999.99  NEW ENGLAND 1,708.64 4,909.95 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 2,662.04 13,584.01  NEW JERSEY  1,307.60 

CHESAPEAKE  4,895.21  NORTH DAKOTA 1,706.45 10,002.09 

EASTERN  3,428.09  NORTH WISCONSIN 2,619.00 11,999.00 

ENGLISH  5,084.18  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 2,609.29 13,104.23 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  7,168.48  OHIO  10,065.61 

GULF STATES 682.68 3,861.79  OKLAHOMA  9,804.96 

INDIANA 1,552.05 10,253.98  OREGON  5,591.85 

IOWA EAST  5,893.69  PACIFIC SW  16,323.42 

IOWA WEST  8,594.34  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 1,353.10 9,768.90 

KANSAS  6,976.20  SELC  824.10 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  2,882.22  SOUTH DAKOTA 935.48 6,217.59 

MICHIGAN 3,990.72 21,561.13  SOUTH WISCONSIN 1,972.31 14,551.12 

MID-SOUTH 3,176.32 10,454.46  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  3,523.79 

MINNESOTA NORTH 5,634.31 11,977.49  TEXAS 3,129.51 22,324.15 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 2,753.72 17,786.98  UTAH-IDAHO 698.91 4,446.61 

MISSOURI 4,110.45 23,039.66  WASH-ALASKA  10,151.87 

MONTANA 623.70 3,660.15  WYOMING  2,936.42 

         TOTAL 48,969.35 352,073.93 
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OUR MITES IN ACTION 
Children’s Developmental Disabilities Group Home and Rehabilitation Center 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - $100,000 

2011-2013 Grant Recipient 

A joyous day of dedication  
October 13, 2013  

A new group home was dedicated in 

Palmar Arriba with more than 200   

people joining in the celebration.     

Construction on this home began in 

February 2013 and our mites helped to 

provide an outstanding blessing to 

these six precious children. 

 

LET’S GET ACQUAINTED 
 

Back row, left - Francis is now in his third year in the  
Santiago Deaf School. His signing skills are advancing and 
the world continues to open up to him as he now has a 
means of communicating with others. 
 

Back row, middle - Junior is in his third year here at   
Concordia School by this home. He is a tall boy and enjoys 
making new friends and being creative in art classes. 
 

Back row, right - Randy is a great help at home and can 
see things that need to be done and will help without   
being asked! He loves the back patio of his new home and 
enjoys shooting hoops with older kids. 
 

Front row, left - Ramona has the gift of spreading    
laughter and joy with those around her. She is the         
unofficial manager of the home as she knows where      
everything is and can find anything that is lost. 
 

Front row, middle - Moises enjoys taking toys apart but 
is an expert at putting puzzles together! He likes to read 
and is a very active one in the home. 
 

Front row, right - Estefani started a little business       
recently selling accessories to women in the neighborhood. 
She’s learned to keep track of her sales in a notebook. She 
also participates in the church youth choir and likes to sing  
solos! 
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EPIPHANY’S SIGNIFICANCE 

The church season of Epiphany begins 
on January 6 each year. The name 
comes from the Greek word 
epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to 
show or to manifest.” The ending date 
of the Epiphany season is determined by 
Ash Wednesday, which is determined by 
the date of Easter.  
 
Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the 
arrival of the Magi, or wise men, to 
worship the toddler Jesus. The signifi-
cance of Epiphany for Christians is that 
it symbolizes the first recognition of 
Christ by Gentiles, or non-Jews.  
 

The season of Epiphany        
emphasizes the divine nature of 
Jesus, the Light of the world. 
Symbols for the season include 
light, a star, and the color green, 
which represents life, growth, 
hope, and eternity.  

FOR EVERYTHING A SEASON 

Wanting his sons to learn not to judge too quickly, a 
man sent each, in turn, on a quest to look at a pear 
tree far away and report what he saw. The first son 
went in winter, the second in spring, the third in   
summer, and the fourth in fall. Finally, the father 
gathered the young men together. “What did you 
see?” he asked.  
 
The first son reported seeing an ugly tree, bent and 
lifeless. The second disagreed, saying it was budding 
with fresh new life. The third son reported finding a 
tree laden with sweet-smelling, beautiful blossoms, 
while the fourth insisted it drooped with ripe fruit.  
 
The father said his sons were all correct, for they’d 
seen the same tree, though at different seasons of its 
life. “Don’t judge a tree — or a person — based on 
just one season of life,” he counseled his children. 
“Who they are can only be known at the end, when 
all life’s seasons have been lived.  
 
“Furthermore,” he added, “don’t give up on your 
own life if you experience a hard season, such as 
winter, or you’ll miss out on the renewal of spring, 
the joy of summer, the fulfillment of autumn.”   

Faith that increaseth, walking in light;  

Hope that aboundeth, happy and bright;  

Love that is perfect, casting out fear;  

These shall insure thee a happy New Year.  

 

Peace in the Savior, rest at his feet,  

Smile on his countenance, radiant and sweet.  

Joy in his presence, Christ ever near!  

This will insure thee a happy New Year.  

 

                         —Frances Ridley Havergal   

(See author of hymn on Page 5.) 

WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR 



 

 

ANOTHER YEAR IS DAWNING 
Frances R. Havergal 
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On the first Sunday in January, many church ser-
vices would not be complete without singing 
Frances Ridley Havergal’s great “Another Year is 
Dawning.” Its words reflect the deep consecration 
that marked her poems. Frances felt every New 
Year’s Day gave a person the opportunity of        
rededication to Christ. She has written several New 
Year’s hymns. 

 

As 1873 came to an end, Frances wrote this special 
poem, “Another Year is Dawning,” as a prayer to be 
sent to friends on a specially designed greeting card. 
She wanted their year to begin with prayer. The  
caption on the card said, “A Happy New Year! Ever 
Such May It Be!” 

 

However, Frances was in need of this prayer when 
she suffered a great disappointment. She was       
anticipating good news from her writing agent in 
New York who had made reassuring promises to 
her. One day she received a letter in which she 
hoped would be her first royalty check. However, 
there was no check but the sad news that her      
publisher had gone bankrupt because of the Stock 
Market crash of 1873. 

 
This news may have been devastating; however 
shortly before this time, Frances had given the     
details of her life to the Lord. She braved the bad 
news and wrote this to her friend:  

I have just had such a blessing in the  

shape of what would have been only  

two months ago a really bitter blow to  

me...I was expecting a letter from  

America, enclosing thirty-five pounds  
now due me, and possibly news that [my 
book] was going on like steam. The letter 
has come, and instead of all this, my  

publisher has failed in the universal crash… 

Two months ago this would have  

been a real trial to me, for I had built 

a good deal on my American  

prospects; now “Thy will be done”  

is not a sigh but only a song.  

 

(Editor’s Note: This poem/hymn can be sung as 
a prayer to the tune of “The Church’s One  
Foundation.” The words help us, as they did 
Frances, to rededicate our lives of service and 
praise to our Lord as we now work with and for 
Him in our beloved LWML.) 
 
Another year is dawning: Dear Father, let it be, 

In working or in waiting, Another year with Thee; 

Another year of progress, Another year of praise, 

Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of mercies, Of faithfulness and grace; 

Another year of gladness In the shining of Thy face; 

Another year of leaning Upon Thy loving breast; 

Another year of trusting, Of quiet, happy rest. 

 

Another year of service, Of witness of Thy love, 

Another year of training For holier work above. 

Another year is dawning: Dear Father, let it be, 

On earth or else in heaven, Another year for Thee. 

 

 Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 

  (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me (Psalm 51:10). 


