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This month we will continue to look at how we, 

who have been so richly blessed by God, can be 

on guard against the greed and covetousness that 

so easily and incessantly continues to creep into 

our lives. Now we will consider our third       

principle as we see the incredible need to control 

the focus of our lives. 

You will recall that two months ago 

we said one tool in this fight against 

greed and covetousness is to believe 

that Jesus Christ is our Savior from 

all sin and to give His teachings      

priority in our life. This only happens 

through the power and working of the Holy  

Spirit in our lives through the Word and         

Sacraments.  

You will also recall that last month we were   

reminded that our Heavenly Father is the owner 

of EVERYTHING and that we are the managers 

of those things and this very life with which He 

blesses us. 

This month, as we said, we highlight the         

incredible need to control the focus of our lives. 

What does God’s Word have to say about our 

need to focus every aspect of our lives on our 

Triune God? 

 

Consider first of all Deuteronomy 6:4-9. “Hear, 

O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 6 And these words that I command you  

today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 

rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates.” 

 

That, as experience has taught each of 

us, is an incredible task that can only 

be accomplished through the power 

of the Holy Spirit working through 

the Means of Grace in our lives. And 

what joy is ours to know that when we 

fail, and fail we will to keep that proper focus, that 

there is forgiveness of sins through the blood of Je-

sus Christ, spilt on the cross of Calvary for you and 

me and all people! 

Consider also the focusing words that our Savior 

shares with us in John 6:27 as He calls upon us to 

“not work for the food that perishes, but for the food 

that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 

will give to you. For on Him God the Father has set 

his seal.” 

And finally the words of Christ once again in     

Matthew 6:33 as He calls upon us to “seek first the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.” 

Lord Jesus, empower me to always keep my eyes on 

You, the author and perfector of my faith.  Amen! 
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — OCTOBER 2013 

Mite Donations 4,008.99 21,067.48  Annual Appeal 205.00 1,280.06 

Mite Donations Restricted 25.00 725.00  GoodSearch   

Children’s Miss Adv 169.18 327.10  Thrivent Simply Giving 40.00 280.00 

Conv. Offering #1  54,017.32  Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,477.00 12,448.00 

Mission Pledge Walk 394.00 73,791.04     

Golf Tournament  7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL 6,399.17 173,347.74 

PayPal 80.00 2,193.00         GRAND TOTAL 52,747.88 417,260.88 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  1,323.21  NEBRASKA NORTH 911.72 4,761.97 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 1,281.23 7,083.73  NEBRASKA SOUTH  7,583.65 

CAROLINAS  999.99  NEW ENGLAND  2,178.69 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 1,227.82 7,880.39  NEW JERSEY 380.94 1,032.78 

CHESAPEAKE 1,544.49 3,727.21  NORTH DAKOTA 1,366.78 6,424.48 

EASTERN  1,893.07  NORTH WISCONSIN 1,372.00 7,204.00 

ENGLISH 1,487.88 4,287.36  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1,930.28 8,013.05 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  7,168.48  OHIO 3,315.94 6,945.37 

GULF STATES 1,068.29 3,179.11  OKLAHOMA 2,352.90 9,804.96 

INDIANA 945.62 6,404.42  OREGON 1,616.94 5,591.85 

IOWA EAST 3,249.38 5,893.69  PACIFIC SW 1,573.08 11,694.98 

IOWA WEST  8,594.34  ROCKY MOUNTAIN  5,234.73 

KANSAS 3,122.52 6,976.20  SELC 316.75 824.10 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  2,882.22  SOUTH DAKOTA 1,784.36 5,105.50 

MICHIGAN 2,556.57 12,764.41  SOUTH WISCONSIN 1,608.32 9,737.63 

MID-SOUTH 1,170.79 7,278.14  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 1,.724.85 3,523.79 

MINNESOTA NORTH 832.21 6,343.18  TEXAS 3,228.26 14,779.74 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 1,976.34 11,084.69  UTAH-IDAHO 576.01 2,998.53 

MISSOURI  13,973.49  WASH-ALASKA  5,296.58 

MONTANA 696.78 2,503.01  WYOMING 1,129.66 2,936.42 

         TOTAL 46,348.71 243,913.14 
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GRACE PLACE FOR INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARIES 

2011-2013 GRANT FULLY FUNDED 

One of the grants receiving support from the  
Peoria LWML Convention was the Grace Place 
for International Missionaries. The grant of 
$75,000 provided funding for three LCMS     
International Missionary Grace Place events in 
Asia (2012), Eurasia (2013), and Latin America 

(2014) to serve all LCMS missionaries in those 
regions. The last $25,000 was recently paid to 
complete this request that will provide for the final 
Grace Place event in Latin America next year. 

 
Missionaries on the front lines of the ministry of 
the Word often face extremely difficult situations 
for themselves and the people they strive to serve. 
Grace Place is focused on keeping church workers 
healthy – physically, emotionally, relationally,  
fiscally, and spiritually. 
 
This year the Eurasian Missionary Gathering was 
held on the Island of Malta where St. Paul once 
walked. LCMS missionaries, their spouses, and 
their children came from the Dover Cliffs of Great 
Britain, from the Mongolian Steppes, from the 
heartland of Luther, and from the Turkish         
fortresses of Constantinople. 
 
John D. Eckrich, M.D., President and CEO of 
Grace Place Lutheran Wellness Ministries, writes 
this note of thanks to the LWML: 
 
“A moving service of Sending closed the retreat as 
missionaries gathered a final time in interpersonal 
prayer for each other and the Gospel mission. 
With many joyful tears, the group departed back 
to their fields of Harvest refreshed...So, on behalf 
of Grace Place and all our missionaries around the 
globe, I want to once again thank the women of 
the LWML for their incredible generosity, prayers, 
and faith that allows Grace Place to serve our 
LCMS church workers in their specific fields of 
Calling.” 
 
The Dominican Republic will be the site for the 
2014 Grace Place retreat for missionary families 
serving in Central and South America. 

Twenty three families gathered where      
St. Paul was shipwrecked on his way to  
trial in Rome. Malta, in the midst of the 
spectacular azure Mediterranean Sea, has 
served as a crossroads of Europe, Asia, and 
Africa for centuries. 
 
This was the perfect setting for the         
missionaries to gather at the foot of the 
Cross three times each day to be in Word-
saturated prayer. 
 
The missionary children had a rare          
opportunity to share their experiences and 
challenges with each other. Many of the 
LCMS missionaries have actually grown up 
as missionary children; therefore, the Grace 
Place support for these young hearts is   
vital. 
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CONVENTION OFFERING #3 
LCMS DISASTER RESPONSE  
 HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF 

A LETTER OF THANKS 

Dear Members of LWML, 

Your partnership with us to vigorously make 
known the love of Jesus in word and deed - 
here at home and abroad - is a blessing to 
those who are hearing of or experiencing HIS 
love for them. We give thanks to our Heavenly 
Father - for you - every time we hear from you 
or receive your offering of faith. Your willing-
ness to give in support of the Gospel showers 
the joy of our Savior on others. Thank you. 
 

In service to our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Mark D. Hofman, Executive Director 
LCMS Mission Advancement 

CONVENTION OFFERING #2 
BETHESDA LUTHERAN COMMUNITIES 

CAMP BETHESDA, CYPRESS, TEXAS 
A NOTE OF THANKS 

Dear LWML, 

Thank you for your gift of $14,344.47, received on 
Monday, September 30, 2013. At your request, it is 
designated to support Camp Bethesda for the      
construction of the outdoor chapel/amphitheatre 
area.  
This year Bethesda Lutheran Communities marks 
109 years of service to enhance the lives of people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Your generous donation allows Bethesda to continue 
its dedicated ministry…Thank you for being a friend 
of Bethesda. Your gift makes a real differ-
ence ...helping people with developmental            
disabilities reach their fullest potential. 
 
With gratitude, 
John E. Bauer, Ph.D. 
President and CEO 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities 

Making the stuffing for Thanksgiving dinner helps restore my heart to gratefulness. First I cut bread into cubes to 

dry out. Has it really been a year since I thanked God for the simple things of life? Dear God, thank You for my daily 

bread. Next I boil giblets for the tasty broth. When did I last express thanks for my body — even the oft-forgotten 

parts? Thank You, God, for creating and sustaining me.  

 

Then I dice onions and celery, adding them to the mixture. That reminds me to thank God for abundant harvests. 

Finally I measure raisins, nuts, sage, and salt into the stuffing, as scents fill the air. Lord, help me not grow weary of 

the interesting “spices” that fill my life.  

 

As the stuffing goes into the oven, warm air wafting into the kitchen, I remember to thank God for providing my 

home. Here relatives and friends gather, often an odd combination. Yet when we bow our heads in thankfulness, 

we’re an unbeatable mix.  

          —MaryAnn Sundby   

MY THANKFUL HEART 



 

 

Bringing in the Sheaves 
 

Knowles Shaw  
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This Gospel song was written in 1874 by Knowles 
Shaw, the “Singing Evangelist.” Four years later, 
Shaw and Elder Baxter traveled from Dallas to 
McKinney, Texas, where Shaw was beginning an 
evangelistic campaign.  

 
While on the train, they struck up a conversation 
with Malloy, a Methodist minister. Malloy wanted 
to know Shaw’s secret of success in drawing people 
to his meetings. Shaw explained that he depended 
on the power of song; preached Christ; always kept 
Jesus before the people; made them feel that they 
were sinners and needed just such a Savior as he 
preached; that he never became discouraged, had 
confidence in the Gospel truth as the power of God; 
that he loved his work, and became wholly absorbed 
in it; and he added: “Oh, it is a grand thing to rally 
people to the Cross of Christ.” 

 
Just then the train began to rock, bouncing over the 
ties. Shaw jumped from his seat, realizing the train 
was going over the edge. Everything became dark as 
the coach rolled down the embankment. When Elder 
Baxter came to his senses, no one was around. 
Looking up at the tracks, he could see the            
passengers and he climbed his way to them. 

 
The first person he saw was Mr. Malloy and he 
asked him, “Have you seen Brother Shaw?” The 
answer was “No, I fear he is under the wreck; but he 
saved my life by pushing me from the position in 
which he himself fell.” 

Baxter ran along the track, looking for Brother 
Shaw. He saw a man’s hand pointing upward out 
of the water; it was Shaw’s. Baxter called for 
help and when they arrived, they took Shaw’s 
lifeless body from the water. 

 
Baxter sent a telegram to Dallas letting his 
friends know the sad news. Soon a deep gloom 
spread throughout the city as people went from 
house to house with the news of Shaw’s death. 

 
During his life, Evangelist Shaw rejoiced as he 
led people to the Cross of Christ. He lived the 
life as this song declares. 

 
Sowing in the morning,  

Sowing seeds of kindness, 

Sowing in the noontime and the dewy eve, 

Waiting for the harvest and the time of reaping, 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.   

 

Sowing in the sunshine, 

Sowing in the shadows, 

Fearing neither clouds nor winter’s chilling breeze, 

By and by the harvest and the labor ended 

We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

 

 Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 

  (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
 

...The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few (Matthew 9:37). 

NAME TAG MITE CHALLENGE FROM LWML OKLAHOMA DISTRICT 

The story begins with Rev. Bill Schneider, LWML Oklahoma District Sr. Counselor, volunteering to take 

the Pittsburgh Convention name tags back to Oklahoma in his car – all 11 boxes! Someone had discarded a 

cross in one box with his name tag and asked to have it returned. You’ll enjoy reading the story as it       

unfolds, telling about the cross, hidden money, and the Mite Challenge for all districts, zones, and societies 

at www.oklwml.org. On the left side, click on “Newsletter,” then click on The Voice of Service and you’ll 

find the mite challenge story on the first page. 


