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As we are looking at how we, who have 

been so richly blessed by God, can be on 
guard against the greed and covetousness 

that so easily and incessantly continues to 
creep into our lives, can we look at a   
second biblical principle? Last month we 

said one tool in this fight is to know and 
rejoice in the fact that through the power 

and working of the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
through the Word and          
Sacraments, we are equipped 

to give His teachings priority 
in our lives as we rejoice in 

the fact that Jesus Christ is 
our only Savior from all sin. 
 

The second principle we can look at is an 
excellent stewardship thought that you 

have heard before in these pages, namely 
that our Heavenly Father is the owner of       

EVERYTHING and that we are the         
managers of those things and every      
aspect of this very life with which He 

blesses us.  
 

That is the way it has been from the     
beginning as we read in Genesis 2:15 that 
our Father and theirs took the man and 

put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and keep it. That is still our task as good 

stewards of all with which our Father has 
blessed us. We are the crown of God’s       
creation to whom He has said, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over every living thing that moves on the 

earth” (Genesis 1:28). 

 
And then He goes on to reiterate that all of 

this is a gift from His hand as He says       
beginning at verse 29, “Behold, I have    
given you every plant yielding seed that is 

on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for 

food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and 
to every bird of the heavens and 

to everything that creeps on the 

earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. 31 And God saw every-

thing that he had made, and behold, 

it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day 

(Genesis 1:29-31). (Emphasis added.) 
 

Yes, everything that is “ours” has been given 
to us by God to care for while we make our     
journey through this life on into eternal life. 

What a blessing from God and what an         
opportunity to serve Him as we serve one     

another through our Christian stewardship! 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for everything 

with which You have blessed me in body and 
soul. Empower me to manage every bit of 

these gifts with Godly wisdom. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen! 
 

   Rev. John Heckmann 

   LWML Sr. Pastoral Counselor 
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — SEPTEMBER 2013 

Mite Donations 1,098.16 17,058.49  Annual Appeal 200.00 1,075.06 

Mite Donations Restricted 200.00 700.00  GoodSearch 0 0 

Children’s Miss Adv 0 157.92  Thrivent Simply Giving 40.00 240.00 

Conv. Offering #1 0 54,017.32  Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,420.00 10,971.00 

Mission Pledge Walk 172.00 73,397.04     

Golf Tournament 7,218.74 7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL 10,473.90 166,948.57 

PayPal 125.00 2,113.00         GRAND TOTAL 41,333.78 364,513.00 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals have been confirmed with the accounting office.. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  1,323.21  NEBRASKA NORTH 591.13 3,850.25 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII  5,802.50  NEBRASKA SOUTH 2,383.73 7,583.65 

CAROLINAS  999.99  NEW ENGLAND 439.81 2,178.69 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 788.76 6,652.57  NEW JERSEY  651.84 

CHESAPEAKE  2,182.72  NORTH DAKOTA 843.53 5,057.70 

EASTERN  1,893.07  NORTH WISCONSIN 1,268.00 5,832.00 

ENGLISH 665.25 2,799.48  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 698.55 6,082.77 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  7,168.48  OHIO  3,629.43 

GULF STATES 424.78 2,110.82  OKLAHOMA 2,754.73 7,452.06 

INDIANA 804.63 5,458.80  OREGON  3,974.91 

IOWA EAST  2,644.31  PACIFIC SW 1,631.28 10,121.90 

IOWA WEST 1,622.39 8,594.34  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 2,100.21 5,234.73 

KANSAS  3,853.68  SELC  507.35 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  2,882.22  SOUTH DAKOTA 288.96 3,321.14 

MICHIGAN 1,582.63 10,207.84  SOUTH WISCONSIN 857.39 8,129.31 

MID-SOUTH 1,970.88 6,107.35  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  1,798.94 

MINNESOTA NORTH  5,510.97  TEXAS 1,767.51 11,551.48 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 1,466.01 9,108.35  UTAH-IDAHO  2,422.52 

MISSOURI 4,482.24 13,973.49  WASH-ALASKA 1,211.48 5,296.58 

MONTANA 216.00 1,806.23  WYOMING  1,806.76 

         TOTAL 30,859.88 197,564.43 
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 

MARTIN LUTHER 

 

Not only was Martin Luther a reformer, 
Bible translator, political leader, fiery 
preacher and theologian, he was also a 
musician. He was born in an area of    
Germany that was known for its     
music. He listened to his mother sing 
and he was a member of a boys’ choir 
that sang at weddings and funerals. 
He also learned to play the flute. His 
emotions often prompted him to break 
out in song. 

 

At the beginning of the Protestant   
Reformation, Luther was determined 
to restore worship to the German 
Church. Working with skilled          
musicians, he created new music for   
German Christians to be sung in their 
own language. Martin Luther was        
instrumental in reviving congregational 
singing. 

 

Many times he “borrowed” secular     
melodies but sometimes was 
“compelled to let the devil have it back 
again” because it was too closely     
associated with bars and taverns. 

 

Luther once wrote, “Next to the Word of 
God, the noble art of music is the     
greatest treasure of the world. It     
controls our thoughts, minds, hearts, 
and spirits. A person who does not     
regard music as a marvelous creation of 
God does not deserve to be called a   
human being; he should be permitted 
to hear nothing but the grunting of 
hogs.” 

 

Luther’s most famous hymn, written in 
1529, is based on Psalm 46 and shows    
Luther’s awareness of our intense 
struggle with Satan. During Luther’s   
difficulties and when in danger, he sang 
this song often. 

 

A mighty Fortress is our God,  

A trusty Shield and Weapon; 

He helps us free from every need, 

That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil Foe,  

Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

 

 

 —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 

  (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 

 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1). 
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Retiring from farming? Rather than pay a hefty tax by  

selling depreciated farm equipment, you may want to       
consider using it to fund a charitable trust. The trustee of 

your charitable trust can sell the equipment tax-free. In     
return, you (and spouse, if married) receive a lifetime income from the trust and 

avoid a potentially large income tax liability. You will have the joy in knowing that 
your trust remainder will eventually help LWML and any other LCMS ministries you 

would like to remember.  

 

For more information, please contact our own LWML Gift     

Planning Counselor, Linda Gage, toll free, at 1-800-741-4138 or 
via e-mail at lindagage.lwml@gmail.com. More information is 

also available on our website:   www.lwmlgiftplan.org. 

RETURNING GOD’S BLESSINGS 

TRAINING INDIGENOUS PASTORS AND DEACONESSES 

Can you learn another language and then speak it fluently so that you can communicate the 
love of Jesus to people in a foreign country? Impossible? No. But do you know enough about 
their culture to relate to the inhabitants so they would understand what you’re saying about 
the Jesus you know? 
 
Why not train indigenous pastors and deaconesses in confessional doctrine 
so that they can train others in their own country to spread the Gospel 

message? Sound like a good idea? It certainly is and it’s 
being done! Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, has extensive experience in preparing men and 
women to serve the Lord in nearly every continent 
throughout the world. 
 
What a blessing we have as we join in supporting this endeavor with our 
mites! The delegates at the 2013 LWML Pittsburgh Convention voted a sum 
of $100,000 for this purpose. May God bless these mites as they are given 
to help train the indigenous pastors and deaconesses. 
 

 Gifts of Love is an official ministry 
 of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 

mailto:lindagage.lwml@gmail.com
http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org
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God receives none but those who are forsaken,  
restores health to none but those who are sick, 

gives sight to none but the blind,  

and life to none but the dead.  

He has mercy on none but the wretched and  

gives grace to none but those who are in disgrace.  

 

   —Martin Luther   

I recently co-hosted a birthday celebration for my friend,  
LWML Utah-Idaho District President, Betty Reimann.      
Because mites are dear to her heart, we decided that, in 
lieu of gifts, we would give the guests the option to      
honor her with a mite donation.  
 
Our invite to the party noted this and our party of 14     
donated $150 to mites in honor of Betty! She was         
delighted and humbled by the generous honorarium.  
 
Do you know someone with a birthday        

approaching? Honor them with a gift to mites! 
 
Submitted by Sherrie Rumpeltes 
LWML Utah-Idaho District 

ENJOYING A “MITE”Y BIRTHDAY! 

Record Retention 

These guidelines are suggested for the retention/
destruction of your district’s financial records. 

Keep permanently:  
   Income/expense statements 
   Financial review reports 
   Records of restricted donations/documentation 
   List of grants completed 
Keep current year plus six years: 
   Bank statements, cancelled checks, check   
 duplicates, withdrawal and deposit slips 
   Bank reconciliation 
   Remittance Vouchers 
   Invoice/expense vouchers 
   Check registers 
   Thank you letters to contributors with  
   IRS statement on them 
   Budget 
 
If you feel you want to archive more records than 
the ones listed under “Keep permanently,” that is 
the district board’s decision. Select a place to 
keep the archived materials within your district so 
that boxes of older records do not have to be 
handed to the incoming officer. And then remem-
ber to tell the new board members where the  
records are stored! 

WHAT PASTORS WOULD LIKE  
TO HEAR IN CHURCH 

 
“Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front pew!” 
 
“Pastor, we’d like to send you to this Bible 
seminar in the Bahamas.” 
 
“I love it when we sing hymns we’ve never 
sung before!” 
 
“I’ll volunteer to be the permanent junior 
high Sunday school teacher.” 


