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TIME 

but as wise, making the most of every             
opportunity, because the days are evil.” 

As maturing stewards we receive TIME as a 
gift from God and strive to make the best use 
of it in our family relationships, work, and    
other life activities. We do this not only as an 
obligation, but also as a free and joyous    
activity. At the end of our lives when we 
stand before the Judge of every human being 
we will rejoice when the King says, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 
25:21). 

In January we usually make a lot of good  
resolutions and in a month or so many of us 
will do it again, with some of those            
resolutions dealing with our wise use of 
TIME. Now we can reflect on how we’re    
doing…and resolve again to use our gift of 
TIME in a way that honors God and blesses 
others. And that is only fitting because 
“maturing stewards do the right things for the 
right reasons and strive for excellence in all 
they do, including the wise use of their time.” 

 

 

Issue #5 

TIME is a gift from God. Psalm 139:16 states:  
“All the days ordained for me were written in 
Your [God’s] book before one of them came to 
be.” Our times are truly in God’s hands (Psalm 
31:15). And, regardless of the number of years 
God ordains for us, we say with the Psalmist, 
“You have made my days a mere handbreadth; 
the span of my years is as nothing before you. 
Each man’s life is but a breath” (Psalm 39:5). 
Jesus reminds us that we cannot add a single 
hour to our lives by worrying about it (Matthew 
6:27). Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us that “there is 
a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.” 

So, what are we to do with God’s gift of TIME? 
St. Paul gives this instruction: “And do this,    
understanding the present time. The hour has 
come for you to wake up from your slumber,  
because our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed. The night is nearly over; the 
day is almost here. So let us put aside the 
deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light” (Romans 13:11-12). St. Paul also gives us 
this encouragement in Ephesians 5:15-16: “Be 
very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise 

For several months you have been reading about changing the pattern of giving, shifting away from the last 
minute push to meet the mission goal. Reaching this goal only for the sake of meeting our budget is based 
on “law giving.” Gospel motivation works because ALL of life is one of stewardship. The Bible tells us about 
a giving God and a receiving people. How the receiving people use all that comes from a giving God is what 
Christian stewardship is all about. Pray about what you will give. Stick to it! 
 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s definition of stewardship is: “Christian stewardship is the free and 
joyous activity of the child of God and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life and life’s resources 
for God’s purposes.” 
 
That being said, let’s read about the first of The Seven T’s of Stewardship: Time. 

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT - DECEMBER 2012 

Mite Donations 9,913.23 112,742.30  Annual Appeal 36,868.48 101,274.58 

Conv. Offering #1  51,150.79  GoodSearch  5,198.32 

Children’s Miss Adv 39.64 10,450.12  Thrivent Simply Giving 65.00 1,635.00 

Mite Walk  60,385.67  Thrivent Choice Dollars 343.00 44,968.00 

Golf Tournament  7,332.06        OTHER MITE TOTAL 47,229.35 395,136.84 

          GRAND TOTAL 96,227.75 1,446,586.00 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  10,927.59  NEBRASKA NORTH 504.71 22,455.03 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 3,871.18 37,073.47  NEBRASKA SOUTH  29,317.00 

CAROLINAS  8,728.83  NEW ENGLAND 742.61 10,948.50 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 1,972.69 34,400.80  NEW JERSEY 204.55 3,732.09 

CHESAPEAKE  19,277.55  NORTH DAKOTA 957.55 23,391.90 

EASTERN 1,618.03 12,736.47  NORTH WISCONSIN 1,898.00 28,313.00 

ENGLISH  9,345.16  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 2,108.86 37,243.37 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  29,022.10  OHIO 2,844.37 37,946.54 

GULF STATES 831.94 10,010.99  OKLAHOMA  32,120.84 

INDIANA  24,997.59  OREGON  14,561.45 

IOWA EAST  20,032.24  PACIFIC SW 1,365.47 49,573.64 

IOWA WEST  37,791.07  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 1,809.61 33,394.77 

KANSAS  27,048.37  SELC  2,443.86 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  13,457.51  SOUTH DAKOTA 1,101.05 18,538.27 

MICHIGAN 3,462.70 63,561.98  SOUTH WISCONSIN 6,923.77 42,664.73 

MID-SOUTH  23,850.81  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  16,646.56 

MINNESOTA NORTH 2,591.91 31,715.75  TEXAS 4,503.29 61,707.77 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 2,981.69 47,895.41  UTAH-IDAHO 542.11 9,770.45 

MISSOURI 4,165.62 65,300.53  WASH-ALASKA 1,403.79 26,575.36 

MONTANA 592.90 12,849.09  WYOMING  10,080.72 

         TOTAL 48,998.40 1,051,449.16 
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BULLETIN BYTES --- USE FOR YOUR CHURCH’S BULLETIN OR  NEWSLETTER 

DID YOU KNOW THAT LEPROSY STILL EXSISTS IN OUR WORLD? DO YOU LIKE TO KNIT OR       

CROCHET? If so, here’s a wonderful outreach project for you. My sister, Arline Egbert, 
is shown here wrapping a knitted bandage on the hand of Holt Bright as his sister, Tenli, 
looks on. What’s unique about this bandage, you may ask? It is a knitted bandage, 48” 
long, that soon will be taken to a leper village in the hill country of Vietnam, where 
there are approximately 600 lepers and their families living in 68 leper villages. 

Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) is a bacterial infection, the long-term record-holder of     
humankind’s most loathsome disease. To be cured of leprosy, medication must be    
taken for six to eight months; however, because of the bad side effect of nausea, many 
choose not to take the medication. Proper nutrition is also needed along with the medication. So it is more often 
the choice of the lepers to stay in the leper village with their families taking care of them. 

In January, Vietnam veterans, members of an organization called D.O.V.E. (Development of Vietnam Endeavors) 
Fund will travel to Vietnam taking leper bandages to the leper villages. These bandages have been knitted or        
crocheted by many volunteers across our nation. The lepers are so appreciative of receiving new bandages. 

Are you interested in joining the Bandage Brigade? You could knit or crochet a bandage for a finger, hand, or foot.  
It’s very simple! Contact Treasurer Lois for the details at treasurer@lwml.org; I will gladly send you the directions. 

In the December 22, 2012, Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries, Pastor Ken Klaus, told a story about   
leprosy in the devotion, “The Least of These.” He told about St. Francis of Assisi and how he was walking boldly 
along a mountain path ready to face popes and powers. However, when he came upon a leper, he was terrified at 
the thought of coming into close contact with this ill man, the repulsive thought of the prospect of touching this 
horribly disfigured leper. 

Feeling shame for his action, he turned, ran back, and threw his arms over the fellow’s shoulders. He also kissed him 
upon the cheek  and then continued on his journey. After he had gone only a few steps, he turned back to glance at 
the man who had changed his heart. Seeing no one there on the empty road, he was convinced the leper was the 
Lord Jesus. 

What can we do for the “least of these”? Our words, our deeds, and our treasures all reach out to those who are 
waiting for our help, our compassion, and our words of the Good News about the love of Jesus. 

 The Open Arms Institute was incorporated in 1999 and has been granted status as a Recognized Service 

Organization (RSO) of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod (LCMS). The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League pledged the sum of $65,000 at the Peoria Convention to help this 

organization establish new LCMS Word and Sacrament ministries in 

growing communities. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “Let the little       

children come to me…” (Matthew 19:14), and then He took them up in 

His arms and blessed them! Many congregations are finding that a 

Christ-centered childcare ministry can bring them into personal contact 

with a much larger number of unchurched families in their communities, 

as they offer them childcare in a Christian setting.  

Of the $65,000 pledged to The Open Arms Institute, $45,000 has been 

disbursed with $20,000 remaining to be paid. 



 

 

JESUS SHALL REIGN 

 

shouted his motto, “Christ for the world, for the 
world needs Christ.” Then he led those who    
gathered around him in two verses of “Jesus Shall 
Reign.” 
 
Eric Liddell served courageously in China until his 
death in 1945 in a Japanese internment camp. 
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
Does its successive journeys run; 
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
To Him shall endless prayer be made, 
And endless praises crown His head, 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With every morning sacrifice. 

 
 —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 
         By Robert J. Morgan 
          (Thomas Nelson Publishers © 2003) 

May his name endure forever, his fame 
continue as long as the sun! May people 
be blessed in him, all nations call him 
blessed (Psalm 72:17). 

 

This hymn, written by Isaac Watts, has been 
called the first missions hymn. The hymn was 
written in 1719 and is based on Psalm 72:17. 
Watts studied the Psalms, added New            
Testament truth to them and put them into 
singing form. 
 
He explained that when the Psalmist described 
the fear of God, he often added faith and love to 
it; where he speaks of the pardon of sin through 
the mercies of God, Watts added the merits of a 
Savior. 
 
Eric Liddell, Scottish Olympic hero of the 1924 
games in Paris, sang this song as he departed 
from Edinburgh as a missionary to China. His 
endeavor was to unify the countries of the 
world under Christ. As he boarded the train he 
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SNOW ON THE MOUNTAIN ... 

 … or is it “snow from the     
ceiling”? Tables all decorated 
with a theme made a festive 
atmosphere. 

Our own version of Martha Stewart, 
Florence Johnson, demonstrates 
how to assemble the meal begin-
ning with a bed of rice, adding many 
other ingredients, crunchy, sweet, 
and saucy, and ending with “snow 

on the mountain” – coconut! It 
tastes much better than it looks! 

Peace LWML, Filer, Idaho, sponsored this 
meal on Saturday, December 8. Each table 
hostess invited her guests and decorated her 
table with a theme of her choice. A member 
of our Utah-Idaho District Board, Kathy 
White, told of two LWML national grants: 
Children’s Nutrition and Care in Vietnam and 
Physical and Spiritual Nourishment for the 
Impoverished on the US/Mexico Border.  

That is, if you like your 
food layered and mixed 
up! 

Those attending were 
moved to share their      
blessings with others and 
their offering of $231 was 
sent to LWML to help fund 
any unpaid grants. A     
Christmas story from LWML 
called “Advent Joy-A-Tude” 
and a prayer brought the 
event to a close.  


