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Welcome. It is good to be with you again through 

these pages. As you recall, three months ago we said 

one tool in this fight against greed and covetousness 

and the misuse of the gifts God has given to us is 

through the power and working of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives, through the Word and Sacraments, to     

believe that Jesus Christ is our only Savior from all 

sin, and give His teachings priority in our life.  

You will also recall that two months ago we 

were reminded that our Heavenly Father 

is the owner of EVERYTHING and that 

we are the managers of those things and 

this very life with which He blesses us.  

Last month we highlighted the incredible 

need to control the focus of our lives, and 

this month we consider what it means to be           

organized and generous in our Christian giving. 

As we look at this stewardship principal, St. Paul   

exhorts us in 1 Corinthians 16:2 to, “on the first day 

of every week . . .put something aside and store it up, 

as he may prosper.”  I would commend this          

stewardship principle to you as you and your family 

prayerfully consider what first portions of your time, 

talents, treasures, testimony, touch, tissue, and trash 

you want to return to the Lord. As you do this, you 

will not be tempted to check and see how much of 

these items are left over and then decide how much to 

give to the Lord through various avenues. Come up 

with a plan of giving, give that portion first, and    

everything else will fall into place.  

As we have studied before, our God says to us in       

Malachi 3:10, “Bring the full tithe into the store-

house, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 

put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not 

open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for 

you a blessing until there is no more need.”  

I can tell you from repeated, first-hand experience, He 

will and He does. 

The other verses we can consider are the inspired words 

of St. Paul as he says in  2 Corinthians 9:6-

11, “Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows  

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
7 Each one must give as he has decided 

in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful  

giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things 

at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it 

is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the 

poor; his righteousness endures forever.’  10 He who  

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply 

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the    

harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in 

every way to be generous in every way, which through us 

will produce thanksgiving to God.”  

Enough said. 

Heavenly Father, guide us as we organize every 

aspect of our lives and grow in the generosity of 

our Christian giving.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen! 
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Rev. John Heckmann 

LWML Sr. Pastoral Counselor 
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — NOVEMBER 2013 

Mite Donations 2,912.87 23,980.35  Annual Appeal 10,075.00 11,355.06 

Mite Donations Restricted 315.00 1,040.00  GoodSearch 1,807.49 1,807.49 

Children’s Mission Adv 142.31 469.41  Thrivent Simply Giving 40.00 320.00 

Conv. Offering #1  54,017.32  Thrivent Choice Dollars 2,801.00 15,249.00 

Mission Pledge Walk  73,791.04     

Golf Tournament  7,218.74        OTHER MITE TOTAL 18,393.67 191,741.41 

PayPal 300.00 2,493.00         GRAND TOTAL 77,585.11 494,845.99 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  1,323.21  NEBRASKA NORTH 535.78 5,297.75 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 3,779.61 10,863.34  NEBRASKA SOUTH  7,583.65 

CAROLINAS  999.99  NEW ENGLAND 1,022.62 3,201.31 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 3,041.58 10,921.97  NEW JERSEY 274.82 1,307.60 

CHESAPEAKE 1,168.00 4,895.21  NORTH DAKOTA 1,871.16 8,295.64 

EASTERN 1,535.02 3,428.09  NORTH WISCONSIN 2,176.00 9,380.00 

ENGLISH 796.82 5,084.18  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 2,481.89 10,494.94 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  7,168.48  OHIO 3,120.24 10,065.61 

GULF STATES  3,179.11  OKLAHOMA  9,804.96 

INDIANA 2,297.51 8,701.93  OREGON  5,591.85 

IOWA EAST  5,893.69  PACIFIC SW 4,628.44 16,323.42 

IOWA WEST  8,594.34  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 3,181.07 8,415.80 

KANSAS  6,976.20  SELC  824.10 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI  2,882.22  SOUTH DAKOTA 176.61 5,282.11 

MICHIGAN 4,806.00 17,570.41  SOUTH WISCONSIN 2,841.18 12,578.81 

MID-SOUTH  7,278.14  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  3,523.79 

MINNESOTA NORTH  6,343.18  TEXAS 4,414.90 19,194.64 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 3,948.57 15,033.26  UTAH-IDAHO 749.17 3,747.70 

MISSOURI 4,955.72 18,929.21  WASH-ALASKA 4,855.29 10,151.87 

MONTANA 533.44 3,036.45  WYOMING  2,936.42 

         TOTAL 59,191.44 303,104.58 



 

 

December 2013 Page 3 

FOUR 2013-2015 GRANTS RECEIVE FUNDING 

Voice of Care Ministry to the Developmentally Challenged - $50,600 - Paid in full 

 
Our mites have provided resources to upgrade the Voice of Care Ministry’s office            
technology. This ministry is based in West Chicago, Illinois, and will also use the funding to 
create a variety of ways, such as multi-media presentations, to bring the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to the places where the developmentally challenged live and work in northern Illinois.    

While growing up, if my sisters and I behaved rudely at the table, my mom would ask, “Were you born 
in a barn?”  
 
Too often, rude behavior isn’t restricted to meals. Even adults behave badly toward others, intentionally or 
unintentionally. Our lack of consideration, good manners, and kindness might be likened to the behavior of 
animals, not guided by concepts of right and wrong.  
 

Jesus was literally born in a barn because we sometimes act like we were born in 
a barn, failing to put others ahead of ourselves. Through Jesus, God willingly  
entered the mess and stink of human existence. We know that Jesus can relate to 
the lowest of human experience because he was laid into a feed trough for       
animals, surrounded by their sounds and smells. Born alongside us in the “barn” 
of earthly life, Jesus taught us not only politeness but love.  
 
One day, when I dine with Jesus at the heavenly banquet, I trust Mom will be 
pleased with my table manners.  

 

      —Source unknown 

BORN IN A BARN 

Bible Story Books in Sign Language and Written Text - Paid $50,000 - Partial payment 
 

When Christ charged us to reach out to all nations, that command included deaf children and 
adults. These mites will help Mill Neck – Lutheran Friends of the Deaf in Mill Neck, New 
York, to fund the publication of Bible story books for distribution to deaf children in places 
such as Kenya and India.    

The other two grant stories are listed on Page 4. 
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Grants Receive Funding, Continued 

Each Christmas, a family celebrated by holding a birthday party for Jesus. To remind themselves of Jesus’ 
presence, they placed a chair of honor for Him at their dinner table.  

 
The highlight of the party was singing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus and then blowing out the 
candles on a special cake.  

 
One Christmas, a visitor asked the family’s 5-year-old daughter, “Did you get everything you 
wanted for Christmas?”  

 
   The girl paused and then answered, “No! It’s not my birthday!”  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS! 

Christ-Centered Tutoring Through Rebecca’s Garden of Hope 

$50,000 - Partial payment 

 

Rebecca’s Garden of Hope, located in Orlando, Florida, has a ministry to improve academic 

grades along with successfully bringing families to Christ. Funding is needed to develop and 

provide Christ-centered educational materials, update computers and computer labs, and   

support travel to train and develop congregational leaders to implement this specialized      

outreach ministry in other areas.   

Mission Outreach at St. Paul Community Lutheran Church  

Pontiac, Michigan - $28,400 - Partial payment 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Church is the only remaining LCMS congregation in Pontiac, a growing 
mission in the depressed city center. Rev. Dietrick Gladden and his wife, Rebecca, are the sole 
staff members in this mission with a complex ministry and human care needs. With this    
funding, they will be able to further develop the youth ministry and add needed staff to reach 
the community around St. Paul Lutheran Church in Pontiac. 



 

 

SILENT NIGHT 
Joseph Mohr 
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In an Austrian Alps village near Salzburg, Father 
Joseph was preparing for the midnight service on 
Christmas Eve. Although the Church of St. Nicholas 
was newly constructed, the organ was broken, thus 
ruining prospects for that evening’s carefully 
planned music. 

 
But Father Joseph was about to learn that our    
problems are God’s opportunities. He believed that 
the Lord causes all things to work together for good 
to those who love Him. 

 
An idea came to Father Joseph’s mind to write a 
new song, one that could be sung without the organ.  
The words came easily and he wrote them down 
quickly, “Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is 
bright…” He took the text to his organist, Franz 
Gruber, explained the situation, and asked him to 
write a simple tune. 

 

On Christmas Eve 1818, “Silent Night” was sung 
for the first time as a duet accompanied by a guitar. 

 

When the organ was repaired by Karl Mauracher, he 
heard about the near-disaster on Christmas Eve. He 
acquired a copy of the text and tune and spread it 
throughout the Alpine region of Austria. 

 

The Strasser Family, makers of fine chamois-skin 
gloves, heard the song and loved it so much that the  

children sang it in front of their booth at fairs 
and festivals to attract attention. They became 
popular folk singers throughout the Alps just as 
the Von Trapp children would a century later. 

 
Audiences were charmed as they listened to the 
Strasser children sing. The song was perfect for 
the snow-clad Alpine setting and for the     
Christian heart. So good were they that the king 
and queen invited them to give a royal            
performance, and this assured the carol’s fame. 

 
“Silent Night” was first published for             
congregational singing in 1838 in the German 
hymnbook, Katholisches Gesang. After that it 
was used by German-speaking congregations; it 
appeared in its current English form in a book of 
Sunday school songs in 1863. 

 

God does take our problems and turns them into 
His opportunities. Were it not for a broken     
organ, there would never have been a “Silent 
Night.” 

 

 

 Taken from Then Sings My Soul 

  By Robert J. Morgan 2003 
  (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:  
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14). 

“Life is like a camera:  
Focus on what’s important,  
capture the good times,  
develop from the negatives,  
and if things don’t work out,  
take another shot.”  
 
   —Source unknown  


