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TIME — As maturing stewards we receive time as a gift from God and strive to joyfully make the best use of it in all our life activities.  
 

TALENT — God blesses each of His people with special gifts and skills to be of service in ways that honor Him and bless others.  

 

TREASURE — Good stewardship means striving to keep a healthy balance with our money as we earn it, give it away, spend it, and bequeath it. 
  

TRASH — We are God’s caretakers of this marvelous earth with all its beauty and bounty; how we manage this creation is of critical importance. 

 
TOUCH —- We are blessed to have many opportunities to “touch” others in positive and God-pleasing ways.  

 

TESTIMONY —- Doing the work that the angels of God long to do—that is, to teach others to follow Christ’s teachings and to be witnesses of the 
joy, peace, and hope that are ours because of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ.  

 

TISSUE — Viewing ourselves and others as special creations by God encourages us to have the utmost respect for life at every point on the    
spectrum. 

We have considered the seven T’s of Christian 
Stewardship, and now I would like to change our 
focus for an issue or two or five. Let’s look at our 
lives as Christians from a different angle. 

One of the things that we all must deal with, no 
matter how rich or poor we think we might be, 
greed. Greed, contrary to what we want to be-
lieve, is not confined to those who are rich. 
Those who have very little seem to easily be-
come preoccupied with their material needs. 
Affluence tends to give a higher and higher value 
to things as the whole standard of living rises. 
Things that were luxuries become necessities 
and our covetous spirit continues to grow.  

My father-in-law, Mr. Orval Dehning, told me 
some 33 years ago when I was still dating his 
beautiful daughter this axiom (and it is very 
true), “expenses always rise to meet income.” 
No matter how much our Heavenly Father  
blesses us, the devil, the world and our sinful 
flesh will tell us that is it not enough. They will 
use every tool at their disposal to convince us 

that we always need more and to make us          
constantly unhappy and discontented with the 
blessings God has lavishly showered down upon us. 

To be sure, everything we have is a gift from God, 
but even these material blessings, as they grow 
closer and closer to our heart and become our  
heart’s desire, can even shut God out, taking His 
place in our lives. That is why St. Paul calls upon us 
in Colossians 3:5 to: Put to death, therefore, what-
ever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual           
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, 
which is Idolatry.  

So, the question for us to ponder for the next few 
issues of this delightful newsletter is: “How can we 
who have been so richly blessed by God be on 
guard against the greed and covetousness that so 
easily and incessantly continues to creep into our 
lives?” Join us next month for principle number 1. 

 

   Rev. John Heckmann 

   LWML Sr. Pastoral Counselor 

A LOOK AT CHRISTIAN LIVES FROM A DIFFERENT ANGLE 

THE SEVEN T’S OF STEWARDSHIP 

http://www.lwml.org/images/logos/lwmllogo.TIF
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT — JULY 2013 

Mite Donations 2,258.60 9,858.75  Annual Appeal 154.00 735.06 

Mite Donations Restricted 0 500.00  GoodSearch 0 0 

Children’s Miss Adv 0 48.72  Thrivent Simply Giving 40.00 160.00 

Conv. Offering #1 989.34 53,827.32  Thrivent Choice Dollars 196.00 8,296.00 

Mission Pledge Walk 2,465.44 72,020.04     

Golf Tournament 0 0        OTHER MITE TOTAL 7,091.38 147,433.89 

PayPal 988.00 1,988.00         GRAND TOTAL 55,102.50 277,688.58 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  1,323.21  NEBRASKA NORTH 367.06 2,190.67 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII 1,835.93 4,477.30  NEBRASKA SOUTH  3,477.73 

CAROLINAS  999.99  NEW ENGLAND 454.95 1,406.28 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 639.68 3,919.96  NEW JERSEY 83.03 469.87 

CHESAPEAKE 2,182.72 2,182.72  NORTH DAKOTA 577.62 3,135.20 

EASTERN  746.57  NORTH WISCONSIN 888.00 3,682.00 

ENGLISH 1,044.39 2,134.23  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 1,146.21 4,042.92 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA  7,168.48  OHIO 1,996.51 3,629.43 

GULF STATES 789.42 1,395.51  OKLAHOMA 4,697.33 4,697.33 

INDIANA  1,735.81  OREGON 3,974.91 3,974.91 

IOWA EAST    PACIFIC SW 3,883.34 6,831.86 

IOWA WEST  4,444.17  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 700.20 3,134.52 

KANSAS 3,853.68 3,853.68  SELC   

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI    SOUTH DAKOTA 808.78 2,593.48 

MICHIGAN 1,770.91 6,591.99  SOUTH WISCONSIN 2,405.45 7,271.92 

MID-SOUTH 1,987.24 4,136.47  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 1,798.94 1,798.94 

MINNESOTA NORTH 3,036.69 4,437.84  TEXAS 2,758.91 8,197.00 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 1,206.22 5,784.08  UTAH-IDAHO 398.40 2,210.88 

MISSOURI 2,156.73 7,577.16  WASH-ALASKA  2,177.64 

MONTANA 567.87 1,406.35  WYOMING  1,016.59, 

         TOTAL 48,011.12 130,254.69 



 

 

August 2013 Page 3 

MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE 

But rejoice to the extent that you partake of 
Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is         
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding 
joy (1 Peter 4:13). 
 
Lowell Mason and Ray Palmer bumped into 
each other in Boston in 1832 and together they 
produced this wonderful hymn. 
 
After working in a bank for sixteen years and        
directing church choirs on the side, Lowell     
Mason moved to Boston in 1830. He focused 
exclusively on his musical interests by directing 
choirs, publishing hymns, compiling a songbook, 
and encouraging music education in the Boston 
public schools. 
 
Meanwhile, Ray Palmer, 24, was working as a 
clerk in a dry goods store, attending classes at 
Yale, teaching at a girls’ school in New York City, 
all while preparing for the ministry. Needless to 
say, Mr. Palmer was exhausted from burning the 
candle at both ends. 
 
The two men crossed paths and Mason asked 
Palmer to write music for him, to compose 
hymns for his new hymnbook. Palmer was far 
too exhausted to produce anything new. He 
slowly opened a leather journal that contained a 
poem he had written previously in 1830. One 
night when he felt sick, tired, and lonely, he 
wrote a poem, a personal prayer, for renewed 
zeal and courage. 
 
Palmer explained that when he had finished 
writing the poem that winter evening, he wept 
and wept. He said, “The words for these stanzas 
were born out of my own soul with very little 
effort. I recall that I wrote the verses with      
tender emotions. There was not the slightest 

thought of writing for another eye, least of all 
writing a hymn for Christian worship.” 
 
After Mason finished reading the words, he 
ducked into a nearby store for a piece of paper 
and quickly copied the words. In his studio that 
evening, he poured over the words of the poem, 
hammering out the perfect tune for it. 
 
Soon the two men met again and Mason told the 
young man, “Mr. Palmer, you may live many 
years and do many good things, but I think you 
will be best known to posterity as the author of 
‘My Faith Looks Up to Thee.’” 
 
And so it was! Ray Palmer wrote many fine hymns 
but is remembered for his first hymn, one written 
before he had even entered the ministry. 
 

My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray:  
Take all my guilt away. 

Oh let me from this day, Be wholly Thine! 
 

May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart, My zeal inspire. 

As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm and changeless be, 
A living fire. 

 
 
  —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 
   By Robert J. Morgan 2003 
   (Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 
 
 
(Editor’s note: May this be our prayer as we work tirelessly 
for the Lord. May He also grant us strength and zeal as we 
endeavor to tell others of His love and free gift of salvation.) 
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No, I don’t mean plans for Friday night. I mean plans 
for what happens when God calls you home to be 
with Him. What will happen with your “stuff”? What 
will happen to your children and family? Will your 
faith be remembered? 
 

God has already placed YOUR plan in your heart - all 
you may need is someone to help you put YOUR 
plan into place. That’s what a Gift Planning        
Counselor does - they act as a guide for you on your 
gift planning journey. Consider inviting our LWML 
Gift Planning Counselor, Linda Gage, to your next        

G O T    P L A N S ? ? 

DOGS WIN AT PITTSBURGH 

service dogs, will open opportunities to touch      
people with mercy and compassion. The demand 
for K-9 Comfort Dogs for general outreach,     
community events, disaster and emergency     
response has grown very 
quickly. Your prayers for this 
grant will help the LCMS 
chaplains and their K-9 dogs 
to reach out to hurting   
people with care, mercy, 
and compassion. 

TRAINING K-9 COMFORT DOGS FOR 
LCMS CHAPLAINS was a very popular 
grant request on the Pittsburgh          
Convention ballot. This grant received 
the most votes: 312. The grant of 

$30,000 will help Lutheran Church Charities to fund 
the training of three K-9 Comfort Dogs which will be 
used to aid those who share the love of Jesus and 
help spread the Gospel to people who are hurting 
and in need. 
This national ministry, using unique skills of trained 

District Convention, Retreat or Zone Rally as an 
interest session leader. She would be delighted 
to give an overview of Christian Estate Planning 
and Charitable Giving that can bless the family 
you love and the ministries you care about, like 
LWML.  

For more information,  
please contact Linda Gage  

1-800-741-4138 
linda.gage.lwml@gmail.com   

www.lwmlgiftplan.org 

 Gifts of Love is an official ministry 
 of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  

While taking photos of the earth, the space shuttle Discovery made a surprising discovery: Underneath the harsh 

Sahara Desert were 26 lakes as well as miles of underground rivers. That region’s inhabitants face tough conditions 

because those abundant resources have not yet been tapped. 

Churches often suffer a similar problem. Congregations cannot reach their full God-given potential unless people 

discover and use their gifts. When we tap into our talents, however, God promises that we shall be like a watered 

garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail (Isaiah 58:11). 

UNTAPPED RESOURCES 

mailto:linda.gage.lwml@gmail.com
http://www.lwmlgiftplan.org
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Did you know that the LWML receives money from Goodsearch? Do you know what Goodsearch is? Well, 
let’s talk about that. Goodsearch is a search engine powered by Yahoo. Their motto is: Simply Do Good. 
They are wanting to help causes your community cares about and to make the world a better place in a        
simple way. Organizations can sign up to be a participant in this endeavor. Supporters use their site to 
search topics of interest, to shop, to play games, to take surveys, and more. If you’d like to support LWML 
missions, choose the LWML listed with the St. Louis, MO, address. 
 
LWML signed up approximately four years ago. As of August 7, 2013, LWML’s 10,167 supporters have 
earned $20,499.80 for the LWML Mission Goal. To find out more about what Goodsearch has to offer, go to 
www.goodsearch.com and sign up as an LWML supporter if you have not already done so.  
 
If anyone has more information about Goodsearch and your experiences using this search engine, let me 
know and I’ll share your story. The games are fun and good exercises for the brain!! Give Goodsearch a try 
and you’ll be supporting our mission goal at the same time! 

HOW DO I DIRECT MY THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS?? 

There are two ways to direct your Choice Dollars: 

1) You can call 1-800-847-4836 and state “Thrivent Choice” 

when prompted and a Thrivent representative will help you 

with this process. 

2) Go to Thrivent’s website at https://www.thrivent.com/

thriventchoice/ and find the box with the heading “How do I 

direct my Choice Dollars.”  

Click on “Get Started” and another screen will pop up.  

Type in part of the organization’s name, i.e. LWML, go to the 

bottom of the page, and click on “Search.”  

The next screen will list the organization’s information. On the 

top right-hand side of the screen, the balance of your current 

year’s Choice Dollars are listed for you. 

You are ready to click on the “Direct Now” button and type in 

the amount you’d like to direct to your organization of choice. 

Each time you direct your Choice Dollars, you can choose the 

same organization or a different one. 

Last biennium, Thrivent members directed $53,764 Choice  

Dollars to LWML and that amount paid for one of our grants. 

Thank you for remembering the LWML when directing your 

Choice Dollars. What a wonderful way to distribute a portion 

of Thrivent’s profits to help organizations in our communities 

as they reach out to many, many people!  

Eligible Thrivent members are given Choice Dollars based 

on insurance premiums, contract values, and Thrivent   

financial volunteer leadership. Choice Dollars can be     

directed to thousands of nonprofit organizations            

nationwide, including your local congregation or LWML.  

Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be  

directed until March 31 of the following year. For example, 

you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2013 

until March 31, 2014. It’s a good idea to check at least 

quarterly and direct the dollars that are available. If your 

eligible dollars are not directed during this period of time, 

they cannot be used at a later time.  

Previously the designations could be set up to                  

automatically transfer to the organization you had chosen; 

however, the rules have changed this year and you now 

need to take an active part and designate these dollars 

manually. Spread the word in your congregations about 

this so that all Thrivent members are aware of this process. 

One important fact to remember is that these dollars do 

not come out of your account - they are dollars set aside 

by Thrivent because of their fraternal status for members 

to use as a benefit to help organizations around the United 

States. 

 

 

https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
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Here are the beautiful rivers of Pittsburgh as seen 
overlooking the city. Enjoying the trolley ride to the 
top of the hill are (l to r) Eileen Larson; Debbie Larson, 
LWML Public Relations Director; and Shari Miller, 
LWML Strategic Plan Facilitator. 

Humming tunes on the teapots!! What a beautiful 
sound we heard resonating throughout the exhibit 
hall during the Block Party on Friday evening! 
Thanks to all exhibitors for your huge efforts to   
provide an enjoyable evening of entertainment. 

District treasurers gathered Saturday 
morning for breakfast and an               
opportunity to get acquainted with each 
other. These women are dedicated to 
their financial responsibilities in their 
districts. Thanks to Robyn Linke and the 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund for 
sponsoring this breakfast that allowed 
the group to be together and hear more 
about Joyful Response. 

This trolley car 

brought back    

memories of         

Mr. Rogers and his   

wonderful day in  

the neighborhood! 


