
 

 

TREASURED NEWS 
  DECEMBER 2012  

  

The first colored electric Christmas lights on evergreen trees appeared in 

Denver in 1914. The tradition began thanks to a sick boy bedridden in the 

top floor of his home. Ten-year-old David Sturgeon couldn’t see his family 

Christmas tree downstairs, so his grandfather, a pioneering electrician, 

painted some light bulbs red and green and strung them on a tree outside 

David’s window. 

Not only did the lights brighten what would be David’s last holiday, but res-

idents throughout the city came by to admire the display. Just as David’s grandfather brought light 

into the boy’s dark times and joy to the whole community, God revealed the true Light by sending        

Jesus into our dark, sinful world.   

CHANGING THE PATTERN 

Last month you read about trying another approach to mite giving. Making a “big push” out of panic at 
the end of each biennium to meet the Mission Goal seems to have developed into a pattern. Do you 
grow weary of hearing about how far we’re behind budget and then, out of guilt, dig a little deeper in 
your own pocket or frantically try to raise funds at the last minute? This is “Law giving” and it becomes 
something we do “just to meet a budget.” Is that the right purpose for giving? So let’s say that perhaps at 
the end of the biennium the Mission Goal is met. Will the following years repeat the same pattern? Do 
you get the picture? Law giving is short term. 

Can the LWML break the pattern? Certainly! Let’s learn and share some Christian, Bible based lessons on 
stewardship. During the next seven months (or more), the Treasured News will be featuring articles on 
the Seven T’s of Stewardship: Time, Talent, Treasure, Testimony, Touch, Tissue, Trash. 

Are you ready to “buy in” and do your part in spreading this information as it’s shared with you? The new 
pattern will only develop as you share this information with your zone presidents and treasurers and 
they, in turn, pass it on to their society presidents and treasurers. I would be so pleased to hear a lot of 
chatter about STEWARDSHIP among the LWML members! Thank you for doing your part to make this 
happen. God will bless your efforts. 

 This Christmas season pray for all LCMS missionaries as they daily share the Good News of 

Jesus Christ with people throughout the world. To learn more about the missions supported 

by your mites, go to www.lwml.org and check out the Mission Grants Resources.  
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MITE REPORT BY DISTRICT - NOVEMBER 2012 

Mite Donations 17,222.69 102,829.07  Annual Appeal 127.00 64,406.10 

Conv. Offering #1  51,150.79  GoodSearch 2,690.41 5,198.32 

Children’s Miss Adv 120.34 10,410.48  Thrivent Simply Giving 65.00 1,570.00 

Mite Walk  60,385.67  Thrivent Choice Dollars 1,472.00 44,625.00 

Golf Tournament  7,332.06        OTHER MITE TOTAL 21,697.44 347,907.49 

          GRAND TOTAL 79,942.73 1,350,358.25 

MITES FROM OTHER SOURCES 

All totals are unconfirmed pending verification from the accounting office. 

DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL  DISTRICT CURRENT TOTAL 

ATLANTIC  10,927.59  NEBRASKA NORTH 1,723.46 21,950.32 

CAL-NEV-HAWAII  33,202.29  NEBRASKA SOUTH  29,317.00 

CAROLINAS  8,728.83  NEW ENGLAND 599.26 10,205.89 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS 2,835.29 32,428.11  NEW JERSEY 191.64 3,527.54 

CHESAPEAKE 2,601.88 19,277.55  NORTH DAKOTA 2,281.15 22,434.35 

EASTERN  11,118.44  NORTH WISCONSIN 2,255.00 26,415.00 

ENGLISH 239.89 9,345.16  NORTHERN ILLINOIS 2,978.96 35,134.51 

FLORIDA-GEORGIA 4,332.89 29,022.10  OHIO 3,478.95 35,102.17 

GULF STATES 483.88 9,179.05  OKLAHOMA  32,120.84 

INDIANA 636.76 24,997.59  OREGON 1,451.21 14,561.45 

IOWA EAST  20,032.24  PACIFIC SW 4,718.95 48,208.17 

IOWA WEST  37,791.07  ROCKY MOUNTAIN 2,000.87 31,585.16 

KANSAS 3,450.58 27,048.37  SELC  2,443.86 

LOUISIANA-MISSISSIPPI 1,741.77 13,457.51  SOUTH DAKOTA 1,128.67 17,437.22 

MICHIGAN 5,643.45 60,099.28  SOUTH WISCONSIN  35,740.96 

MID-SOUTH 1,765.28 23,850.81  SOUTHERN ILLINOIS  16,646.56 

MINNESOTA NORTH 1,778.60 29,123.84  TEXAS 3,737.83 57,204.48 

MINNESOTA SOUTH 2,733.81 44,913.72  UTAH-IDAHO 860.80 9,228.34 

MISSOURI  61,134.91  WASH-ALASKA  25,171.57 

MONTANA 946.00 12,256.19  WYOMING 1,648.46 10,080.72 

         TOTAL 58,245.29 1,002,450.76 
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As you will see from the financial report on the bottom of page 2, the LWML has received $43,153 
(number will change) from Thrivent members since April 1, 2011. By the end of the biennium, the total 
may be close to $55,000 which is enough to pay one of our grants! Thanks to all Thrivent members who 
have directed their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to LWML which will help to impact the daily lives of families 
somewhere in our world. 
I encourage your Thrivent Congregational Advocates to educate their members about this program and 
how they can participate to help their church and/or people in need. They have many agencies from 
which to choose. Many members are confused about how the program works and think that the money 
they are voting to a particular agency is coming from their personal account. This is money that Thrivent 
has set aside to distribute to organizations at the discretion of its members. 
 
He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in 
honor (Psalm 112:9). 

Choose to Make a Difference with Thrivent Choice® 

Please share your ideas 
for news,  

and I’ll publish in future 
newsletters.   

Contact me at:     
treasurer@lwml.org 

(208) 733-6599 

Yes, here’s your LWML Treasurer doing something besides crunching numbers! For approximately the 
past five years, members of my church, Peace Lutheran, have sewn Christmas stockings for the      
newborns at St. Luke’s Health Care System. After the baby’s first bath, they are bundled up in the 
stocking and given to the proud parents. The nurses working in the Obstetrics Department have      
provided the fabric and Peace members have then produced this final 
product.  

This year they expect to have 175 new “bundles of joy” delivered to their 
parents in these fleece wrappings. When delivering these stockings to the 
hospital, I heard that a record was set recently when 17 babies were       
delivered in one day! Yikes! If that happens during December, we’ll have 
to get our sewing machines out and make a few more stockings! Pictured 
with me is my sister-in-Christ and good friend, Kathy White. No funds are 
received for this community outreach project except for a heart filled 
with joy! May your hearts be filled with the joy and peace that the Christ 
Child can give you now and always. Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year. My love to each of you!  Lois 

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS FOR BABIES  

DID YOU KNOW? Your mites have 

helped the children in Ghana, Bot-

swana, Namibia, and Nigeria to hear 

about Jesus’ love in their language. 

Our Lutheran Bible Translator grant 

has now been paid in full - $97,344. 



 

 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 
do so, provided they print them just as they 
are. But I desire they would not attempt to 
mend them, for they are really not able. None 
of them is able to mend either the sense or the 
verse. Therefore, I must beg of them these two 
favors: either to let them stand just as they 
are, to take things for better or worse, or to 
add the true reading in the margin, or at the 
bottom of the page, that we may no longer be 
accountable either for the nonsense or for the 
doggerel of other men.” 
 
However, one man did the church a great favor 
when he polished one of Charles’ best-loved 
hymns that had begun with these words:  
 Hark, how all the welkin rings,  
 “Glory to the King of kings” 
 
The word “welkin” meant “the vault of      
heaven” in English terms. Charles’ friend,   
evangelist George Whitefield, changed the 
words to what we now know as, “Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing.” 
 
 —Taken from Then Sings My Soul 
         By Robert J. Morgan 
          (Thomas Nelson Publishers © 2003) 

And the angel said to them, “Fear not 
for behold, I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people.”
  Luke 2:10   

This hymn was written in 1739 by Charles    
Wesley. After his conversion, he immediately 
began writing hymns that were packed with 
doctrine and exhibited strength and sensitivity, 
beauty and theological brawn.  
 
His mind was flooded constantly with new 
songs. While riding horseback, he would often 
stop at houses along the way and ask for “pen 
and ink” lest he would forget the wonderful 
words in his mind. 
 
During his lifetime he wrote over 6,000 hymns 
and he did not like to have people editing the 
words. This is a quote he wrote in one of his 
hymnals: “I beg leave to mention a thought 
which has been long upon my mind, and which I 
should long ago have inserted in the public    
papers, had I not been unwilling to stir up a nest 
of hornets. Many gentlemen have done my 
brother and me the honor to reprint many of 
our hymns. Now they are perfectly welcome to 
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A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

May you have the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace, 

The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope, 

The Heart of Christmas, which is Love, 

The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ. 

 

   —Ada Hendricks 


