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Be a Barnabas-or a Mardecai
by Alice Buck

Opening

Sing "How Firm a Foundation" (TLH 427, LW 411, LBW 507) or "Come Into His Presence" from
 The Other Song Book.

Encourage = To give courage or hope, to make one feel more confident, to give
 help, aid.
 Courage = Ability to control one's fear and to face danger, pain or trouble
 willingly.

Who is an encourager in the Bible? When that question
 is asked, many people mention Barnabas, whose name
 means Son of Encouragement. But there are other
 encouragers in Scripture. Can you name some? In fact,
 God directs us all to encourage one another. How are
 we to encourage others according to 1 Thessalonians
 4:18 & 5:14?

In this study, we'll learn how to be an encourager by
 looking at the actions of a man named Mordecai, whose
 story is recorded in the book of Esther. Mordecai was
 among the Jews taken captive by the Babylonians and
 brought to Persia. Read the following verses to discover
 his story and its implications for us today.

Esther 2:5-8. What was Mordecai's relationship to Esther?

How did Mordecai follow God's Word in Deuteronomy 10:18?

Esther 2:10. What counsel did Mordecai give to Esther?

How did she respond? (See Esther 2:19-20.)

Esther 2:11 and Hebrews 3:13 & 10:25. How often and why did Mordecai come to the harem?

Esther 2:21-23. How did Mordecai act to aid Esther and King Xerxes?

How was Mordecai responding to God's Word when he did this? (See Jeremiah 29:4-7.)
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Esther 3:1-11. What disastrous circumstances did Mordecai and the Jews face?

How did Mordecai react to the impending doom? (See Esther 4:1.)

How did Esther encourage Mordecai? (See Esther 4:4-5.)

Esther 4:6-8. What did Mordecai ask Esther to do?

What were the circumstances facing Esther? (See 4:9-11.) Why would she need encouragement?

Esther 4:12-14. How did Mordecai answer Esther's concerns?

Does encouragement mean that truth is avoided?

Esther 4:15-16. How does Esther obtain additional encouragement?

What is a possible outcome of her situation?

At this point in the narrative, King Xerxes could not sleep. He had the record of his reign read to
 him. He remembered how Mordecai thwarted the plot against his life and realized he had not
 shown his appreciation. Mordecai was then honored by the king. Haman's evil plot was exposed
 by Esther, and Haman was hanged on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. The Jewish
 people were spared.

Esther 8:15-17. What happened among the Jews as a result of Esther's courage?

How did people of other nationalities react?

Esther 10:3. Why was Mordecai held in high esteem?

We learn much about encouragement from Mordecai. The book of Esther is unique in that God is
 never mentioned, but we see how Mordecai's life was directed by God's Word. He was
 physically and regularly present for Esther. She benefited from his encouragement, and when
 Mordecai mourned, Esther sought to know his situation and send aid. How well she had learned
 from him. He boldly confronted her with the hard facts of her situation and helped to carry out
 her plan of action.

Application

What occasions have you faced that demanded courage and hope?

Who encouraged you through the situation? How were they encouraging to you?

How have you been an encourager to someone?

Closing

Pray together: Lord, as we live by the encouragement in Your Word, show us people who need to
 be encouraged and enable us to reach out to them in Jesus' Name. Amen.

Alice Buck and her husband, Roger, are former missionaries to Japan and to Togo in
 Africa. They now live in Sheboygan, WI, and are active at Trinity Lutheran Church,
 where Roger is director of Outreach and Human Care. They have four children.
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