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Are We Ready For It?
by Alice Schuman

(3rd in our series on the Lord's Prayer: "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
 earth as it is in heaven.")

Opening

Sing "What God Ordains Is Always Good" (LW 422, TLH 521, LBW 446) or "Father, I Adore
 You" (All God's People Sing 94).

Jesus spent a lot of time teaching about His kingdom. As He was
 approaching the end of His earthly life, Pilate questioned, "Are you the
 king of the Jews?" Jesus told him, "My kingdom is not of this world. If
 it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But
 now my kingdom is from another place .... You are right in saying that I
 am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into
 the world, to testify to the truth" (John 18:36-37). The kingdom of God
 is clearly already in existence.

In another sense, Jesus also taught that His kingdom is coming or yet to come. When Jesus was
 sharing His last Passover supper with His disciples, He said to them, "I have eagerly desired to
 eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds
 fulfillment in the kingdom of God." After taking the cup, He gave thanks and said, "Take this and
 divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
 of God comes" (Luke 22:15-18). Here He is speaking of His kingdom as a time of completion
 and fulfillment.

When we pray for God's kingdom to come and His will to be done, what does this mean for us?
 Let's consider some possibilities.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in me/us.

Read the verses listed below to discover some of the things Jesus said about the kingdom of God
 in relation to us as individuals.

Luke 17:20-21. Where is the kingdom of God found?

Matthew 5:3. What does it mean to be "poor in spirit?"

How does the kingdom of God come to us? (Consider Luther's explanation that the Father gives
 us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly life.)
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Luke 18:15-17. What attitudes of children do you think Jesus had in mind when He praised the
 way they receive the kingdom of God?

What are some things we can do to become more childlike and more receptive to the kingdom of
 God?

Luke 18:18-24. What attitudes of the rich man disappointed Jesus?

How can we become more detached from the material goods that can crowd Christ Jesus out of
 our lives?

Luke 9:57-62. What kind of commitment does Jesus expect of us?

What are some of the things we may have to sacrifice or change so that God's will may be done in
 our lives?

Are we ready to give up pet sins so that God's will may be done?

Luke 13:18-21. What effect will the kingdom of God have in our lives?

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in our church.

Romans 12:9-18. How are we to deal with the people who are part of our church family?

What can we do to heal wounds that result from controversy in our church family?

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in our communities and our nation.

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 & 1 Peter 2:12-16. How are we to influence the people among whom
 we live and work who are not Christians?

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in our world.

Jesus also talked about the end times of earth when people will see the Son of Man coming in a
 cloud with power and great glory and when God's judgment is to come for human beings.

Luke 21:25-28 & Matthew 25:31-34. What descriptions of the end times are given?

How ready are we for this?

What can we do to help prepare the people of our world for the day when the Son of Man comes?

When we say, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," we are praying
 for many things both for ourselves and for other people. We are pledging allegiance to God's
 Kingdom and surrendering ourselves to Him to be used in His service.

Closing

Pray the Lord's Prayer together.

Sing: "Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways" (LW 392, TLH 416, LBW 480) or "Lord, Be
 Glorified" (All God's People Sing 165).

Alice Schuman is treasurer of the Atlantic District LWML and a Mission Ministry
 Vision (MMV) consultant. She also serves as secretary of the church council of
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 Immanuel Lutheran church, Niskayuna, New York, where she and her husband
 Alfred are members. She currently teaches two adult Bible classes.
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