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Today's the Day!
by Marlys Taege Moberg

Opening

Sing "Pass It On" (All God's People Sing 196) or "Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways"
 (TLH 416, LW 392, LBW 480).

No matter how badly we humans mess up and no matter what others do to us, God can turn it to
 good for His people. Even after the World Trade Center tragedy, there were blessings. Crime
 rates dropped. Patriotism became a virtue again. People everywhere prayed, and families took
 time to communicate their love to one another more frequently and more openly.

What realizations, found in the following verses, led to these lifestyle changes? (If you are doing
 this study in a group, have volunteers read the verses aloud as you come to them.)

Psalm 89:47
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 & James 4:13-14

What new meanings do these verses have for us in the light of September 11th?

Psalm 90:12
Hosea 10:12
John 9:4
Hebrews 4:7
Colossians 4:5b

Each of the above verses tells us: Today's the day! So what does the Lord expect of us today?

1. Love one another

1 Corinthians 13:13. Why is love the greatest? (Refer to the preceding verses
 of this chapter.)
Colossians 3:14. What is the result of love? Where is this especially needed
 today?
John 13:34-35. Why does God want us to love others?
What responsibilities does this place upon us? (Refer also to Colossians 3:12-
13.)

2. Share the Good News

Acts 4:20. What often prevents us from doing this? How can we overcome our
 concerns?
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Matthew 28:19-20. What creative ways are available to us today to fulfill this
 command? What assuring promise does God give us?

3. Reach out in action

1 John 3:18. How are we to love? What do you think this means?
James 2:14-17. Why is action important?
James 2:8. What does this require of us?
Colossians 3:17. How are our deeds to be done? How does this affect our
 attitude about what we do?
1 John 4:12. What blessing does God promise when we show love to one
 another?

Getting Specific

It's easy to read God's Word and know what we should do, but to put that knowledge into action
 usually requires planning or at least making a determined personal commitment. Take five
 minutes right now to write one goal for yourself in each of the following three areas. How can
 you demonstrate God's love more effectively today (or tomorrow if you are doing this in the
 evening) to someone in:

Your family?
Your church?
Your neighborhood or your place of employment (or both)?

Closing

Pray together: "Lord, lay some soul upon my heart, and love that soul through me, and help me
 do my part today to win that soul for Thee. In Jesus' Name. Amen."

If time permits, sing "In League with Our Lord," the new LWML song (words and music were
 included with the Fall 2001 LWML Sunday materials).

Marlys Taege Moberg is Bible Study editor of the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly and
 past president of the South Wisconsin District LWML.
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