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Under Construction
by Norma Harer

Opening

Sing or pray together stanzas 1 and 4 of "Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens"
 (LW 339, TLH 296).

Getting Started

Most of us have driven or ridden on a road that was under construction. As in life
 itself, a trip or even a short drive can change greatly as sudden stops, sharp turns,
 detours and other inconveniences are encountered.

Road signs take on added significance at such times, telling us what to do or
 expect. If not clearly marked and observed, there can be tragic consequences. One
 must be especially alert and ready for what may lie ahead.

Our lives also are under construction by our Almighty God who made us and is
 ever ready to help us grow and mature in faith. For this process, our loving God
 provides "road rules" to guide and enable us on our journey through life.

Read the following verses aloud and then try to summarize each directive in one
 main word or phrase. In a large group, have volunteers take turns reading.

John 5:39 Where do we begin?
Proverbs 23:12 What is our responsibility?
1 John 2:5 What does God expect of us?
Acts 16:31 What is essential to reaching our final destination?

Why are the answers you found basic for your Christian life journey? Share with
 the group your thoughts about which one needs the most emphasis in your life.

Hebrews 12:2a Discuss what will help you do what this verse says.
Colossians 4:2 What should we watch for? Be thankful for?
Colossians 1:23a How are we to continue? What is God's goal for us? (see
 Colossians 1:22)
1 Timothy 4:15 How much effort does the Lord expect of us? Why? (See 1
 Timothy 4:12)
1 Corinthians 15:2 What's the danger here?
Hebrews 3:6 What should we hold on to?
James 1:3-4 List the benefits of standing firm.
Ephesians 6:10 What can we rely on to help us stand firm?
Hebrews 12:1 Who are these witnesses? (see Hebrews 11:17, 20-24) What
 do they teach us?
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What advice might Abraham (v. 10), Sarah (v. 11), Noah and Rahab (v. 31)
 give us?
Hebrews 12:2, 3 The ultimate example! Why did Jesus endure such
 opposition?
2 Thessalonians 3:5 How might we pray for one another?

It's easy to become discouraged along a road under construction or along our
 journey through life.

Romans 15:4 Where can encouragement be found?
Romans 5:5 How does God help us?
1 Corinthians 13:5, 7 What role does love play in helping us persevere?
1 Thessalonians 5:14 What is our responsibility to those traveling with us
 through life?

Of what does God assure the believer who perseveres?

James 1:12
2 Peter 1:11
What are we to do in the meantime? See Jude 20-21.
Share with the group some things that have helped you persevere when
 circumstances were difficult.

Closing

Pray together:  Heavenly Father, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, we know that we are
 under continual construction ourselves. We often fail to heed the signs and follow the rules
 You have set before us for our growth and protection. We thank You for them and ask that You
 give us:

The will to follow Your direction
The patience and stamina to endure
The determination and strength to continue
The faith and courage to stand firm
The resolve and zeal to pursue Your will
And the faithfulness to persevere until You call us home.
In the Name of our loving Redeemer, Jesus Christ, we ask this. Amen.

Norma Harer is a former South Dakota District LWML president and has served as
 Stewardship editor and Resources editor of the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly.
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