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Many Members-One Body
by Roger Dallman

Opening Prayer: O Lord, our Gracious God, lead us to define and refine our call to
 serve You, in Jesus' name, Amen.

Sing "O God, My Faithful God," stanzas 1, 2 (LW 371, TLH 395, LBW 504)

Note: This study begins with the following short play.

The Body Behind the Body
by Roger Dallman

Cast (Large newsprint and cardboard masks can be made to create these characters/
 faces): Esmerelda Elephant, Gennifer Giraffe, Mazey Mouse, Tonya Tiger

Tonya Tiger: We hereby convene the annual meeting of St. Stephen's of the Safari
 Church. Are all the members present? Tonya Tiger? Oh, that's me! Uh, uh,
 Esmerelda Elephant?

Esmerelda: Here!

Tonya: Mazey Mouse?

Mazey: Here! Here! RIGHT HERE!

Tonya: Okay! Gennifer Giraffe.

Gennifer: Up Heeeeere!

Tonya: Great! Our number one item of business is making the layettes for the animal
 orphans in the Safari. Esmerelda, you go to the Material Mart and pick up 100 yards
 of material. Mazey Mouse, you be in charge of sewing the tiny buttons on the
 layettes. Gennifer Giraffe, you are in charge of pulling up the bolts of cloth while I
 snip the proper length on the cloth. All right, let's go to it!
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(No one moves.)

Tonya (standing up for emphasis): Come on! Let's get going! We don't want to be
 outdone by St. Matthew's of the Jungle, do we?

(Still no one moves.)

Tonya: What's up? Aren't we committed to do the Lord's work?

Mazey: Can I say something, Tonya? I know that it is logical that I would be good at
 attaching buttons on the layettes; but to tell you the truth, I don't sew very well at all.

Gennifer: And I know I'm the tallest in the group, but I'm not so steady anymore.
 I've got this arthritis in my neck. But I am good at teaching little ones; so when we
 bring those layettes to the orphanage, I have some great stories that will help the
 children know and love the Lord.

Esmerelda: And I'm big and strong, but what I really love to do is to hold little
 children in my lap, ten at a time, and love them and change their clothes and wash
 them and show them that I care.

Tonya: Well, which leaves me to do all the layettes. Hmmm. You know, when the
 time comes, I could lead the orphanage in worship. I just love to lead.

Mazey: Hey! How about this? Let's let the ladies at St. Matthew's of the Jungle work
 on the layettes. We'll call the orphanage and ask if we could just come and spend a
 whole day with the children. Tonya, you lead the workers and children in
 meaningful worship. Gennifer, you can teach the lesson of the day. Esmerelda, you
 just love the kids and take care of them. And, I'm going to direct them in some fun
 outdoor games.

Tonya: I hate to give up a good contest, but you know what? I think we've got
 something here; and this is the Lord's work, too! Let's go and serve our Lord!

The End

Read Romans 12:4-8

Paul establishes the model and paradigm for the church in verses 4-5. What are they?

What personal gifts/talents/abilities do you have? Write down five to ten of them.

Which of these gifts/talents/abilities have you used recently? How?

Which gifts/talents/abilities have you rarely used? What has prevented you?

Look also at 1 Corinthians 12.

It is interesting to note that Paul needed to write about spiritual gifts to the churches in Rome and
 Corinth. In his letter to the Romans, what seems to be the important emphasis? In 1 Corinthians
 12, what appears to be a more important emphasis?

What are your spiritual gifts? (Use a spiritual gift inventory, if you'd like; your pastor most likely
 has samples.)
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Look at Acts 2:42-47. What is the source and basis for the gathering and uniting of these people
 into the Body? (Refer also to Acts 2:1-4.)

The early church in Jerusalem was well unified and did what together?

As people come to faith and are baptized, the Holy Spirit unites them into the Body of Christ.
 Also the Holy Spirit gives each person a different gift or gifts. Spiritual gifts may or may not
 correlate to one's personal gifts/talents/abilities. What personal gifts/talents/abilities correlate
 well to the spiritual gifts God gave you? Which ones are close? Which ones do not?

See Ephesians 4:1-7. Paul calls us to "live a life worthy of the calling you have received." What
 are the attributes he urges us to uphold?

What is your mission in life?

How do you see your mission connecting and working through your personal
 gifts/talents/abilities?

How do you see that mission connecting and working through your God-given spiritual gifts?

If God were calling you to a mission field, where would He send you? (Remember there are both
 foreign and home mission fields.)

What would it take to be on that mission? How might the constraints and demands of your
 present life need to be adjusted to fulfill your call?

How does God's call on your life help you to be more understanding and effective within the
 Body of Christ?

Close by praying Psalm 16 responsively.

Rev. Roger Dallman is pastor of All Saints Lutheran Church, Bellevue, WA. He is a
 former LWML zone and district counselor for the Pacific Southwest district. He
 lives with his wife, Kathy, and three children in Everett, WA.
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