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My Path or His: Called and Sent by Jesus
by Joyce Kaestner

Opening

Sing or pray stanzas 1-2 of "Have Thine Own Way, Lord"
 (The Other Song Book #26)

Have you ever felt so strongly about a decision that you
 knew, really knew, it was the decision God wanted you to
 make? Or have you found yourself searching for answers,
 praying for enlightenment, sinking in a sea of everyone
 else's suggestions?

At one time or another we probably all have felt helpless in learning what God wants. We
 pray and wait, pray and wait, totally clueless. Perhaps we ultimately do what feels right or
 seems right or-let's be truthful-whatever is easiest.

Encouragement from God's Word

When we are in puzzling situations, we are invited to pray and search the Scriptures for
 answers. Let's do that now to see how the 12 apostles responded when Jesus called and
 sent them. Read through Matthew 10 (out loud if you are in a group). Watch for the
 instructions Jesus gives, the promises He makes, the tasks and warnings He offers, and the
 results He anticipates.

Now let's take a closer look to see how we can apply this to our lives.

Who were the 12 and what do you know about them? List their names and occupations, if
 known (see Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9, and 10:2-4).

 ___________________ ____________________ ___________________
 ___________________ ____________________ ___________________
 ___________________ ____________________ ___________________
 ___________________ ____________________ ___________________

Refer to Matthew 10 again.

How did these men respond when Jesus called them?
What did they leave behind?
What are some of the things Jesus tells them to do?
What are they to avoid? What cautions does Jesus give?
What will the apostles be able to do that they could not do before?
Discuss how you would feel if Christ gave you these abilities.
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Look specifically at verses 16-23. How do you suppose the disciples reacted to these
 words? Remember this is fairly early in the disciples' walk with Jesus. Do you suppose
 they felt they were ready?

How would you react?
Now consider verses 24-25.
What comparison is being drawn?
What goal does this establish for us?
What encouragement and comfort do verses 26-32 offer to the 12 men?
Share what these verses mean for you as you face challenges in your life.
What comfort do you derive from these verses?
How do they help you follow God's way rather than your own?

In verses 33-39, however, Christ anticipates harsh pathways for those who follow in His
 footsteps. He foresees families and household members at each other's throats because of
 Him. Does this sound inviting? Encouraging? Picture yourself in the disciples' sandals.
 Discuss how you would react.

The last three verses of Chapter 10 offer insight into the rewards for our service for our
 Lord. What are some of them?

Wrap-up

In reconsidering the initial question (My Path or His?), how should we look at "taking the
 easy way" or "doing our own thing"?

When we are concerned about the consequences:
What would Jesus say to us? (v. 26)
What would He ask us to remember? (v. 32)
What should we remember about our mission to the less fortunate, the hungry, the
 naked, the lost? (v. 42)
How should we deal with our inner fears or concerns? (vv. 28 - 31)

Closing

Pray together: Dear Heavenly Father, all praise and thanks to You for sending us Your
 only begotten Son to take the punishment we deserve and to work the plan of salvation
 laid out by You before we were born. Father, please help us to see Your plan for our lives,
 to go to You in daily prayer for direction and counsel, and to seek Your face when afraid
 or troubled. You are the answer and will lead us through whatever may come. Keep us
 strong in You and immersed in Your grace. Bless our humble attempts to follow Your
 path, and forgive us when we stumble and fall. Help us to get up and continue walking
 with You, forsaking other paths. The terrain is rough; the path narrow, but Your reward is
 eternal. In our precious Savior's name we pray, Amen.

Sing or say together stanzas 3-4 of "Have Thine Own Way, Lord."
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