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Serving Creatively
Mary, Joanna, Susanna and You!

by Carolyn Blum

Opening

Sing the LWML hymn, "Serve the Lord with Gladness!"

"Stay on the concrete," my dad told me the first time I wobbled down our sidewalk
 on a two-wheeled bike. His admonishment was meant to protect me from the rough
 grass on either side of the smooth concrete walkway. Keeping the bike on the
 straight and narrow enabled me to become comfortable with the bike and learn to
 control it. It was also the beginning of a sport that still brings me much pleasure.

Although I still adhere to the meaning behind my dad's advice (to remain safe), I do
 venture out on trails and, occasionally, on highways. Because of my dad's training, I
 am free to use my bike to joyfully and creatively explore God's world.

Likewise, God expects us to remain firmly on the concrete of His Word throughout
 our life, but He also encourages us to travel new paths in our service to Him. What
 do the following verses tell us about our role as servants of God?

Psalm 100:2
1 Samuel 12:20-24
Galatians 5:13-14
1 Corinthians 9:12-13
Jesus is our model of servanthood. See Luke 2:48-51. What must take
 precedence?
Read Mark 14:36. Why was Jesus obedient?

Jesus obeyed the Father perfectly and creatively, using every available means to
 reach out to others. What do the following passages reveal about His
 resourcefulness?

Matthew 4:18-20
Matthew 4:23
Matthew 5:1

Women Who Served

Christ's entourage included not just the 12 chosen men but also women. Read Luke
 8:1-3.

Who were these women?
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Why were they grateful to the Lord?
How did they assist Jesus?

Joanna and her husband, Cuza, the manager of wicked Herod's household, were
 wealthy and had high social status. What special risks did Joanna take as a supporter
 of Jesus?

What opportunities for witnessing would her position have given her?

What challenges did these women face even among Jesus' followers? See Luke
 24:9-11.

Besides Mary, Joanna and Susanna, the Scriptures tell us there were other women
 who served our Lord and His cause. Identify the women in the following passages,
 as well as their time and type of service.

Matthew 27:55-56
Matthew 27:59-61 and Luke 23:55-56
Matthew 28:1 & 5-10
Luke 10:38

Acts 16:14-15 and Romans 16:3. Although these ladies were businesswomen, how
 did they avoid letting their business interests interfere with serving the Lord?

How did these women obey God's command found in Ephesians 5:15-17?

How can you understand what the will of God is for your life?

How can you creatively serve the Lord with the talents with which you are blessed?

Think of your family, your coworkers and the 70 percent of the world that does not
 know Christ as Savior. Because we are free in Christ, we are also free to venture out
 in new ways to serve Him. Brainstorm ways to serve Him creatively. Does your
 society need restructuring to attract more members?

Develop a plan that takes advantage of modern technology and uses new
 programming ideas so that more women will be able and eager to join you.

Explore alternatives. Might you need to take a risk to try new ways? What are the
 risks? List the advantages and disadvantages of your proposals. Then pray for God's
 guidance. (For additional help, see "Designed for You," produced by the LWML
 Member Development Committee, available from the LWML office.)

Closing Prayer

Lord, our Father, We praise and thank You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior Jesus
 Christ. He was obedient, even unto death. Inspire us, as Your servants, to obey You
 as He did. We ask for blessings on our work, that we might be creative in ways to
 carry out this service. Give us the courage to use our talents and abilities to reach
 others with Your message of grace and salvation. Endow us with brave hearts to step
 out in faith to try new ideas. This we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.

Carolyn Blum is the South Wisconsin District LWML planner. She is a widow and
 mother of two grown sons, and she pedals 1,500 miles each year on her bicycle.
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