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Saints & Sinnersby Marlyss Sekki

Opening

Sing one of the following hymns or select verses from one or two: "Fight the Good
 Fight" (TLH 447, LW 299), "Chief of Sinners" (TLH 342, LW 285), "Have No Fear,
 Little Flock" (LW 410).

At times our world seems to accuse the innocent and the guilty alike. At other times it
 pours on accolades, deserved or not. Our Heavenly Father, however, maintains an
 inconceivable (to us) balance, viewing each believer as saint and sinner
 simultaneously.

Read the following verses and discuss what Scripture teaches us about this statement:
 "I am a sinner, unable to help myself."

Psalm 51:5
1 John 1:8-10
1 Corinthians 12:3
Romans 3:10-12
Isaiah 64:6

While I am still a sinner, God calls me a saint, right now! How do the following verses
 explain this apparent contradiction?

Colossians 1:21-22
Galatians 4:4-7
Romans 8:26-27
Ephesians 1:18-20

God's Work in Our Lives

How does God work this miracle in my life?

1 Corinthians 6:11
Romans 5:19
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As a sinner/saint living for God on this earth, what does God tell me life will be like?

Hebrews 12:1-4

What responsibility do I have as a sinner/saint on this earth? As you look at these
 verses, share ways you are striving to follow these verses with the Holy Spirit's help.
 Also discuss what difficulties you encounter.

1 Timothy 6:11-12
Luke 10:27
Matthew 28:19-20

What does God promise each of us, His sinner/ saints?

1 Corinthians 15:54-57
2 Timothy 4:8

Empowered to Live as a Saint

Think about God's amazing grace to you personally as a sinner/saint. How can His
 unconditional love empower you to live as a saint in daily situations? (You may share
 other ways not included in the verses below.)

Luke 6:35-37
1 John 4:19-21

Take a few moments to share some favorite Scripture verses that guide and encourage
 you on your journey as a sinner/saint. A few are listed below to get you started.

1 Corinthians 10:12-13
John 10:27-29

Close

Sing or speak "Amazing Grace" (LW 509) as your closing prayer.
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