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Questions, Questions

Why this? Why me? Why now? Hannah prayed and prayed that God would give her
 a child. But time went by, and she did not become pregnant. Esther's future looked
 dim. Her parents had died while she was young, and she was living in a foreign
 country with her cousin. After her husband died Ruth was forced to glean the fields
 in a foreign land to support herself and her mother-in-law.

Was God doing what was best for these women? In time Hannah became pregnant
 and gave birth to Samuel.

Read 1 Samuel 1:27-28. How did Hannah show her thankfulness to God for giving
 her a son at the right time?

Read 1 Samuel 3:19-21. What great things did God have in store for Hannah's son,
 Samuel?

God had planned the events in Esther's life to prepare her to become queen and save
 her people. When she hesitated to take the necessary risks, Mordecai encouraged
 her. Read his words and her response in Esther 4:12-16. How did Esther and
 Mordecai show their faith in God and His timing?

God had plans for Ruth to hope again also. Read about her romance in Ruth 4:9-10
 and about her descendant in Ruth 4:18-22. What reasons did Ruth have to rejoice?

Difficulties, Disappointments

We have trials in our lives, just as Hannah, Esther and Ruth did. As we weather these
 difficulties and disappointments, we may become impatient waiting for God to act.
 If God is able, why doesn't He just do what we want when we want it? Read
 Proverbs 3:5-7 to discover what is wrong with this question. What questions should
 we be asking instead?

Our impatience with God, our lack of faith in Him and our unwillingness to give
 Him control of our lives are a sign of our sinful nature. What solution does God
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 have for this? See Galatians 4:4-5.

While our future may seem uncertain, we can be sure that it is in God's hands. Read
 John 14:1-3. What does this tell us about God's final plans for us?

What does 2 Peter 3:8-10 tell us about God's timing for this event?

What we see as obstacles, God may see as preparation for future opportunities. What
 can we learn from Romans 8:28 about how God works in our lives today?

Read James 1:2-4. What good can come from the trials that inevitably come our
 way?

What evidence of this have you seen in your life?

How might Hebrews 4:14-16 reassure you in your struggles?

What other Bible passages have given you strength?

Consider ways you might share these passages with others.

Closing

Close this study by praying together Psalm 90:13-17 or singing "Our God, Our Help
 in Ages Past" (LW 180, TLH 123).

Gretchen Gebhardt is the author of "A Single Thread in God's Tapestry" and a
 former vice president for mission projects of Nebraska North LWML. She
 lives in Charter Oak, Iowa with her husband who is pastor of St. John
 Lutheran Church.
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