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The Believer's Identity in Christ

What do you mean, "The New You"? I don't
 feel very new. In fact, some days I feel really
 old, and the mirror certainly shows the same
 old me.

Yet I'd surely like to be made new-to have my faults and shortcomings
 removed and replaced by more love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
 goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (the fruits of the Spirit
 found in Galatians 5:22-23).

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-18.

How does one become a new person?
According to verse 18, where does this new creation come from?

Read Romans 6:1-11.

What happened in our baptism?
According to verse 4, what is the result of this death?
What happened to the old self according to verse 6?
What was the result?
Reread verse 11. How are you to think of yourself?

Read Ephesians 2:10.

What are we according to this verse?
Why were we created?

Read Ephesians 4:22-24.

What are we to do with the old self?
Why?
Where are we to be made new?
How do these verses describe the new self?
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 Read Galatians 2:20.

Who is living? Where?
How do we live this new life?

Read Colossians 3:3.

Where is our life?
What does Colossians 3:10 say about the new self? (Notice the verb
 tense. "Is being renewed" indicates an ongoing process of renewal.)

     Trouble and the New Creation
 We agree with God's Word that in Christ we are new creations. Yet we still
 have troubles often caused by our sins and others' sins.

According to 2 Corinthians 4:7-12, what is one of the reasons we have
 trouble?
Are we defeated in our troubles?
Look at 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. What should we focus on? Why?
What do our troubles achieve?

Have you experienced a time when God allowed troubles in your life to help
 you grow in the renewing process? (Share your thoughts with your group.)

     Think About
 It is important to know who you are in Christ. Jesus said in John 8:32, The
 truth will set you free. The truth is that, despite our troubles in this world, we
 are God's new creations, even though we may not feel or always act that
 way. How might how you perceive yourself affect how you act?

Think back on this study. What will help you see yourself as a new creation
 in Christ and live accordingly?

     Closing
Speak this prayer together:  Heavenly Father, thank You that I am a new
 creation because of what Jesus has done on my behalf. Forgive me for the
 times when I let the old nature take over. Continue to work in my heart by
 your Holy Spirit so that I may live more and more for Christ and less and
 less for me. Help me keep my eyes on You and what You are doing in my
 life. I want to live my life for You. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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