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Continuing Education
by Elaine and Rev. Fred Boettcher

Opening

Sing "O Word of God Incarnate," stanza 1 (LW 335, TLH 294,
 LBW 231) or "Open My Eyes that I May See" (The Other Song
 Book #159).

Have someone read aloud 2 Timothy 2:15 & 3:16.

Introduction

There is a big emphasis on continuing education for adults in our
 society. Most colleges and universities offer classes for adults.
 Elderhostels have become popular with thick catalogs of offerings.

 That emphasis is reflected also in our church. Congregations offer Bible classes at
 various times and in varied settings (large groups, home studies, etc.). Many adults
 take responsibility for their own learning by using LifeLight, Today's Light, Lutheran
 Woman's Quarterly or other resources.

Disciples

The definition of a disciple is a life-long learner. What did Jesus propose to teach His
 followers according to:

John 14:8-10
John 3:14-16
Matthew 6:28-33
Matthew 4:19-20
Matthew 7:24-25
Matthew 26:42
John 20:30-31

 Summarize in a sentence or two your findings about what God wants us to learn.

Observations

What do the following references say about continuing education?

Proverbs 9:9
Isaiah 50:4
Matthew 11:29
Romans 15:4
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Biblical Learners

Who experienced continuing education according to these references?

Deuteronomy 31:12
Acts 7:22
Acts 22:3
1 Corinthians 4:6

Put It into Action

Read about a small gathering of faithful women in Acts 16:13-15.

What verbs or action words describe this gathering?
What happens in your Bible study gatherings that resembles Lydia's group?

Read Luke 24:44-49

What is the basis of our study and learning? (v. 44)
What must happen for that Word to be effective? (v. 45)
 What is the essential message God would have us grasp? (v. 46)
What is the outcome God yearns for? (v. 46-47)
How are we to respond? (v. 48)
With what resource are we blessed to follow through? (v. 49)

For Discussion

What can you do to encourage Bible study, continuing theological education and
 Christian growth in your congregation, especially among the women? Make a list of
 subjects you would like to know more about and give it to your LWML program
 committee. Think about subjects like: how we got our Bible, the history of the
 Christian church and our church body, current sects and how to respond to them, the
 liturgy, why God permits bad things to happen to us, prayer, witnessing, etc.

Closing

At church we often pray that we would "read, mark, learn and take to heart" God's
 Word. As God has given us our reason and all our senses, we are to use them to love
 Him with our heart, soul and mind. That's "continuing education" as we grow in grace
 and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (1 Peter 3:18).

Sing "You Are the Way; to You Alone" verses 1, 2 and 4 (LW 283, TLH 355, LBW
 464) or "The Law of the Lord" (The Other Song Book #208).

Rev. Dr. Fred Boettcher is pastor emeritus of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church,
 Waukesha, WI. Elaine is past Second Vice-President of the South Wisconsin District
 LWML.
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