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Think About It

Can you love someone and never tell that person about Jesus?

Yes, I guess so, because it happens all the time. We allow our own
 insecurities to limit us, forgetting that God has promised us the limitless
 power of the Holy Spirit. Everyday Christians who know eternal life comes
 through Jesus Christ alone allow people they love to breathe their last breath,
 never having spoken to them about the source of eternal life.

Reasons Why

Why do you think we are sometimes afraid to talk about Jesus? Share your
 ideas with your group. (See how they compare to these common reasons:
 fear of rejection, thinking you don't know enough about the Bible to explain
 the Gospel, thinking it is the job of "evangelists," hoping your actions alone
 will be sufficient witness.) What "hard questions" are you afraid you might
 be asked if you shared what you know about God with unbelievers?

Free to Share-What the Bible Says

   Matthew 28:18-20.

To whom was the Great Commission given?
What promise is included? What difference does it make for you?

   Matthew 22:37-40.

How can sharing your faith be a way of loving your neighbor?
Can you really love others without telling them about Jesus?

   Luke 16:19-30.

From this parable, is there any 'Second chance" for those who have
 died without faith in Christ?

   Peter 3:15-16.

How can you be prepared to tell about the hope you have in Jesus?

Free to Share-In the Spirit's Power

After reading the verses and answering the questions listed above, you might
 feel that you truly want to share your faith but still have hesitations. Most of
 us do! Fortunately, we have a wonderful Helper. Write down and discuss
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 what the following verses say about the Holy Spirit's role in sharing our
 faith.

   John 16:7-11 
    Acts 1:8 & 4:18-20 
    Luke 12:11-12

Free to Share-The Word of God

We also have a powerful tool when we share our faith: the Bible. Write down
 and discuss how the following verses demonstrate that God promises to work
 when His Word is shared.

   Isaiah 55:11 
    Romans 10:17 
    1 Thessalonians 2:13

Free to Share-Where to Start

+   Allow a time of silence for individual prayer. Ask God to bring to
 your mind people in your life who do not know Him. Ask the Holy
 Spirit to soften their hearts and minds so they will be receptive to
 hearing the good news of salvation through Jesus. (You might start a
 prayer list to keep in your Bible.)
+   Ask other Christians to pray for you, that the word of the Lord may
 speed on and triumph and that you will not allow your insecurities to
 limit your sharing.
+   Avail yourself of opportunities to become equipped to share your
 faith effectively-not with wise and persuasive words but by the power
 of the Holy Spirit.

The harvest is truly plentiful and the laborers are few. If you ask God to help
 you do His work on earth, He will answer. God will use you; so be ready! 

Janet Herzog is director of small group ministry at Peace
 Lutheran Church in Lombard, Illinois, also working in
 evangelism and assimilation.
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