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Free to Serve 
by Darold Reiner

Opening

The mission statement of the 1999 ILWML convention proclaims: "All God's
 people, rejoicing in their freedom in the Son and overflowing with
 compassion for the hurting and lost, courageously proclaim Him throughout
 the world." What a bold statement!

In this study, we will trace the service of three women who demonstrated
 three different types of service pleasing to God. These women knew their
 Lord Jesus and understood they were freed to serve and proclaim their
 Savior.

Dorcas-Helping the Needy

Read Acts 9:36-42. (Note: First century Hebrews were family oriented. The
 sort of thing for which Dorcas was so much loved in her city was nearly
 unheard of outside family circles. One outstanding mark of the early
 Christian church was its social concern. For Dorcas, her service was the
 natural expression of a freed and compassionate heart.)

To what had Dorcas dedicated her life? (v. 36)
What specific kinds of things did her service include? (v. 39)
What social action is expected of Christians today? (see James 1:27 &
 2:15-16) According to Jesus' words in Matthew 25:34-40, what are we
 really doing when we help those in need?

Lydia-Sharing Her Home

Read Acts 16:9-15, 40. (Note: Lydia is one of the few career women in the
 New Testament. An industrious businesswoman, she came from Thyatira, an
 important center of trade and manufacturing.)

Lydia was the first recorded convert to Christianity in Europe. How did
 she use her freedom in Christ to serve the Lord?
According to 1 Peter 4:8-11, what motive makes hospitality (or any
 other service) acceptable?
To whom does God want you to extend hospitality? (see Luke 14:12-
14, Galatians 6:10, Hebrews 13:2)

Priscilla-Instructing New Believers

Read Acts 18:1-3, 24-28. (Note: In a day when women were discouraged
 from developing their intellectual abilities, Priscilla and Aquila were an
 unusual husband-and-wife team, working together in the churches).
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How did Priscilla use what she had learned from Paul to help train a
 young minister?
In what ways did Priscilla and Aquila serve the Lord together? (see
 also Romans 16:3-5) 
 Skim Romans 12, jotting down the different ways suggested that those
 who are free in Christ can serve.

Sharing

With a humble spirit, share ways in which you want to serve the Lord with
 the gifts the Spirit has given you.

Take a few minutes to encourage and affirm each other for whatever service
 each person is able to offer. Remember, no acts of service are insignificant;
 the Lord views them as acts of love for Him.

Closing

Sing or speak together the words of the song, "Make Me a Servant (All God's
 People Sing #174) 

Rev. Darold Reiner is pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in
 Kalispell. Montana, and a past ILWML counselor
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