
O
ne warm, late-summer day, as my husband, Bob, 
and I strolled down the aisles between the pro-
duce booths at the flea market, a woman walked 
up to us, drawn like a magnet to the wagging tail, 

gentle demeanor, and expressive brown eyes of Chloe, the 
three-year-old Golden Retriever who walked with us. 
With an eager look, Chloe seemed to say, “Come, pet me!” 
and instinctively turned toward the woman, who asked us 
about the blue vest that Chloe wears when she’s working as a 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog. We started to ex-
plain the calming effect Chloe has on people, but that effect 
was already evident as Barbara stooped to pet Chloe. 
Barbara’s shoulders relaxed and the tension began to flow 
out of her body. Tears came to her eyes as she revealed how 
much she missed her husband, who had passed away in the 
last year. Her mother was also experiencing health challenges 
and, although she was a Christian, Barbara felt alone and 
was struggling to rebuild her life in the face of her chang-
ing circumstances. Chloe was the bridge that God used in a 
miraculous way to allow us to reach Barbara and remind her 
of the boundless mercy, compassion, and love of Jesus that 
surrounded, calmed, and carried her. 
As caregiver handlers for Chloe, we frequently take her trav-
eling with us, and Barbara was just one of the many people 
we met that day at the flea market. Chloe has a God-given 
way of attracting people who are hurting, and her simple 
presence is calming and healing.
Barbara continued to stroke Chloe’s rich golden coat as she 
shared that she and her late husband always loved coming to 
this flea market and that this was the first time she was able to 

find the courage to come alone. Bob and I were so humbled 
to be trusted with Barbara’s deepest emotions. The Holy Spirit 
gave us the words to comfort and reassure her of the Father’s 
deep love and provision: God is our merciful Father and the 
source of all comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that 
we can comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:3,4 NLT). 
We prayed with Barbara and were touched by her smile and 
the renewed sense of God’s peace as she stood, hugged all 
three of us, and disappeared into the flea market crowd. 
When life seems out of control, prayer and the Word are our 
lifelines to the Prince of Peace. As we lay our burdens at Jesus’ 
feet (Matthew 11:28), He lovingly exchanges our fear and 
anxiety for the security, joy, comfort, and grace that only our 
relationship with Him as Lord and Savior can provide.
There will always be trials and challenges for us to face, but 
knowing that He is always in control and works for our good 
(Romans 8:28), we are able to: make a conscious choice each 
morning to surrender and ask for His help (Matthew 7:8); trust 
and obey His wise instruction (Proverbs 3:5–6); put our faith 
and hope in Jesus’ redemptive work on the cross (Ephesians 
2:8–9); thank Him for His provision (Matthew 6:30–32); and 
live in the joy of His love (Ephesians 3:17–18). 
Through all we experience in this earthly life, the Lord reas-
sures us: For I have chosen you and will not throw you away. 
Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged for I am 
your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up 
with my victorious right hand (Isaiah 41:9(b)–10 NLT). 
Without a doubt, knowing and loving our Lord Jesus Christ is 
the best security of all! Q
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