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Faithful Mates 
Devotion 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her … In the 
same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 

himself (Ephesians 5:25, 28). 

When I was a young child, I lived 15 hours from my grandparents’ homes in the rural town of 
Wartburg, Illinois. Since we only saw them once or twice a year, it was a special treat to visit. I’ll 
never forget the anticipation I felt as the car rounded the last corner onto the gravel road, and 
fell into place in the well-worn grooves of the driveway. Dust flew, cicadas hummed, cornstalks 
waved hello, and the tall, stately white farm house porch emerged from the darkness. Hundreds 
of bugs swarmed around the porch light and once through them, we were welcomed by 
grandma’s wet kisses and a piping hot, homemade breakfast bonanza just as the clock signaled 
a new day. 

My husband and I have moved 15 times in our 20-year marriage, so no house holds that same 
nostalgic magic, but I still have that special, welcome feeling from my grandparents’ homes 
wherever my husband and I call “home.” In our home, one thing is constant—the peaceful, 
comfortable feeling of having a trustworthy, loving spouse with whom I can share each day of 
the year. My husband’s arms may not always be there to welcome me with a warm hug or kiss 
because he’s working late … again. He may not have supper ready for me when I come home 
or even have time to help with the dishes. And he may be too pre-occupied with a task to 
remember to leave the light on for me (or get to any of the jobs on my “honey-do” list). But I still 
know that my husband always loves me, cares about me, and is faithful to me.  

Finding a life-long mate is a gift from God. A marriage is not without its long and tiresome 
journeys, dusty and dirty roads, and annoying circumstances that may bug or even hurt you. But 
a loyal husband vows companionship and care, and a peace-filled wife finds comfort in his 
promise. 

God commands husbands to love your wives, as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up 
for her … in the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself (Ephesians 5:25, 28). Just as a house provides families with structure, 
safety, and protection, godly husbands provide care and support for their spouses and children. 
Having been given faith in Christ and love for Him in his heart at Holy Baptism, a Christian 
husband shows the self-sacrificing love of Christ as he willingly will do anything to provide for 
his wife and children. The peace that comes from the love of such a husband is one of the 
greatest earthly blessings that God gives to a woman. 

Our ultimate peace, however, comes from knowing that Jesus, the Church’s bridegroom, has 
given His life for His bride, the Church. Jesus, our Bridegroom, has pledged to never leave us 
nor forsake us. Jesus, our Bridegroom, has clothed us with the garments of salvation and has 
covered us with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10). We could never want or desire greater 
care than what Jesus provides. As we daily flip open well-worn pages of the Bible, recall familiar 
Bible stories and passages, and regularly feast on Jesus’ body and blood at Holy Communion, 
we are reminded of the security and support Jesus provides us, now and always. Through Word 
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and Sacrament, we are strengthened by Jesus’ sacrificing love for us and are enabled to show 
that same kind of love to our spouse and to all of our loved ones.  

A life-long union between a husband and his wife brings each spouse comfort and joy. Our 
eternal life-long union with God which began when we were baptized, gives us the perfect 
comfort and joy that only our trustworthy God can give.  

My prayer is that your love for God grows each day and His promises to you never cease to 
bring you peace and joy. May you look forward with anticipation to the day when you are 
welcomed to your heavenly home, into the loving arms of your Bridegroom, who has spared no 
expense in preparing a magnificent wedding banquet and an eternal, life-long home for the one 
He loves, YOU! 

Prayer: Jesus, may the ways You show us love never cease to amaze us and bring us comfort 
and security each day of our lives. May our love for You and peace in Your care for us increase 
more and more over the years. Thank You for Your love and companionship that will never end. 
Thank You for Christian husbands who show Your love and care to their wives. Lead us to 
appreciate their faithfulness and loving care as precious gifts from You. Amen. 
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