
The Planning Zone

Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are my God and Savior. Psalm 25:5a

follow the leader

Do you belong to a zone that plans? I hope so! There are many things 
that need to be planned in our zones. Rallies, workshops, meetings, 
and opportunities to get young women and teens involved in LWML 
are just a few of the events that zones are planning on a regular basis.

Why do we have these events? Zone events are important to the 
life and mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. Zone 
events are an opportunity for news about grants and service activities 
to be passed on from district LWML, through the zone, and on to the 
societies. Part of the mission of the LWML is to assist each woman 
of the LCMS to discover ways that the Lord is calling her to serve the 
Lord with gladness (Psalm 100:2). Zone events help us to not only have 
opportunities for each woman of our congregation to participate, but 
also to learn new ways to serve our Lord and Savior.

Since zone events are so important to our organization, it is essential 
that they are planned well. That is why The Planning Zone has been 
assembled. This new resource is a reworking of an LWML favorite, 

ZOOM – Zone Officer Orientation Manual. The purpose is to provide a 
guide for zone and society leaders as they organize activities and lead 
meetings, and to give a better understanding of the duties and purposes 
for offices on the zone level. It will be available as a free download at 
http://www.lwml.org/resources/leader_development/index.php or you 
can order it as a print copy from the LWML Catalog #75202.

In The Planning Zone you will find:
 � A basic description of how LWML works;
 � A checklist of duties as you plan and host events;
 � Tips on setting up business meetings, including how to handle 

motions; and
 � Inspiration and   “how to’s “  for leaders.

Serving on a committee or being elected to an LWML office can be 
overwhelming for some women. The Planning Zone is a guide to help 
with the  “what to do’s, “ but we should never forget to look in God’s 
Word for the  “how to do’s. “
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The Planning Zone is a guide to help with the 
“what to do’s,” but we should never forget to look 

in God’s Word for the “how to do’s.”

What to Do
When planning a zone event, be sure to start with God’s Word. Delicious recipes, cute table favors found on Pinterest©, and excellent 

speakers are parts of a successful event, but Lutheran Women in Mission must keep their focus on the Word, which is why it is placed in the 
center block of our suggested planning grid. That being said, there are other aspects that are a part of each event and need to be planned.

Program
When and where will the event be held?
What will the agenda be for the event?

Goals
Why are we holding an event? What do 
we want the participants to gain/learn?

Who is the target audience?

Food and Decorations
What meals will be served?  

How can we connect the theme verse 
with our decorating?

Speaker 
Bible study leader
Mission speaker

Inspiration speaker

God’s Word
Bible verse and theme

Servant Events 
and/or

Gifts from the Heart

Songs
What songs will be sung?

Who will lead and accompany?
(Be sure to have legal permission to  

use the songs you choose.)

LWML
Song

Pledge
Offering for mites 

and/or zone expenses

Servants
Who will serve in each area?  
(kitchen, hostess, ushers, etc.)

How can you involve women from  
your congregation who are not yet 

involved in LWML?



Additional Resources
To further enhance your understanding of why Lutheran Women in Mission serve the 

Lord, go to the LWML HOPE (Helping Organizations Participate Effectively) Committee 
Web  page http://www.lwml.org/resources/hope-committee/lwml103/index.php to view 
their new PowerPoint presentation, LWML 103—The Heart of LWML. Available as a free 
download, it explains service to the Lord with our heart, hands, lips, and feet ... all to His 
glory. (Also posted on their Web page are two other helpful event-planning PowerPoints: 
LWML 101 —The Basics and LWML 102—What to Do? What to Do!)
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How to Do It 
Look to God’s Word for “how to“ 

complete your tasks. The following verses 
may offer inspiration and encouragement 
as you prepare for your event:

For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, 
to give you a future and a hope (Jeremiah 
29:11).

But those who hope in the LORD will renew 
their strength. They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they 
will walk and not be faint (Isaiah 40:31 NIV).

For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:38-39 NIV).

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. For our 
light and momentary troubles are achieving 
for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is 
seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV).

To fi nd, read, save, and print FREE downloadable LWML resources from the Leader Development Committee, go to 
http://www.lwml.org/resources/leader_development/index.php or order them for a small fee from the LWML Catalog.

LWML Resources

Why We Do What We Do, 
and How We Do It

It is important to remember why we do what we do in the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League:

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is to assist each woman of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affi rming her relationship with the Triune 
God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world.

--LWML Mission Statement

Our goal as Lutheran Women in Mission is to help our fellow  “women in the pew “ to 
discover ways that the Lord is calling her to serve Him with gladness and by doing so, be 
God’s hands, lips, and feet.

For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the LORD, plans 
for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope 

(Jeremiah 29:11).


