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Prayers for Seminary Students 

PRAYER #1
Dear Lord Jesus, help us to be good and faithful servants and 
empower us through the Holy Spirit to use the gifts You have 
given without fear. Bless those who have chosen the ministry, 
going out into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
serving as shepherds of Your sheep. Each of us has a role in 
proclaiming Your saving grace to those living in our area. Keep 
us ever mindful of this call to the harvest field. Today, we call 
on Your name. Amen!

PRAYER #2
I thank You, my heavenly Father, for those going into the 
church work of proclaiming the Gospel. Pastors, deaconesses, 
and teachers have the opportunity to study for this profession 
in the Lutheran seminaries. Use each of us to reach out to 
seminary students with encouragement, a hand of friendship, 
and sharing our faith and love with them as they prepare to 
serve You. May they feel the Holy Spirit each day, knowing He 
will sustain them. Today, we call on Your name as You have 
instructed through the ages. Amen!

PRAYER #3
Dear Lord, we come to You with hearts of thankfulness for 
the pastors placed in our lives. They heard the call “Who will 
go and feed my sheep?” and answered ”Here I am.” The Holy 
Spirit has touched their lips, hands, and hearts to bring the 
world the Good News of Jesus Christ. They placed in our hearts 
the love of Jesus and His saving grace. May those in the last 
year of training anticipate the joy of sharing Your love with the 
world. May the Holy Spirit reassure them as some will reject the 
message they bring. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen!

PRAYER #4
Holy Father, in Thy mercy, hear our prayers for seminary 
students. Jesus Savior, let Your presence be their light and 
guide, keeping them by Your side. When in sorrow, danger, 
doubt, or loneliness may Your love come down and comfort 
their distress. May the joy of Your salvation be their strength 
and stay, may they love and may they praise Thee day by day! 
May we support and encourage them as You would have us to 
do. In the name of Jesus, Amen!

(note: adapted from the hymn “Holy Father, in Thy Mercy”)
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DEVOTION FOR SEMINARY STUDENTS

 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” (John 20:21).

 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-
12a).

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” And how are they to call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the good news!” (Romans 10:13-15)

We see in the Old Testament that the servants of the 
Lord showed dependence on God and called to Him with 
worship and prayers. In the New Testament, we see the 
need for preachers. In St. Paul’s epistles to Timothy (1 and 
2 Timothy), we see a model of what they are to teach and 
how we are to live. He encourages Timothy to put his trust 
and hope in the Risen Lord. 

Today, for a seminary student, support is vital, both 
spiritually and financially. They need that encouragement 
and tuition assistance as they prepare for the holy ministry. 
The students make a commitment to study, learn, and 
inwardly digest the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They prepare to 
go out and preach the Good News of Jesus, calling on the 
name of the Lord.

There are many opportunities for us to help: “adopt” 
a student, give to student financial aid for church 
workers through our LWML district mission grants, 
support seminary food pantries, and send them a letter 
of encouragement. Remember them and their families in 
prayer.

Faith comes from hearing the message. It will be 
proclaimed by seminary students as they are led 
by the Holy Spirit.


