
LUTHERAN WOMEN IN
action

In August 2017, Hurricane Harvey made landfall, dropping more than 40 inches of 
rain and triggering catastrophic �ooding that resulted in more than an estimated 
$125 billion dollars in damages to the Houston Metropolitan area. What happens 
when LWML hears there are people in need? They respond!
As soon as Hurricane Harvey cleared the Greater Houston area, the Disaster Care 
Ministry of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Arlington, Texas (Texas District) 
loaded a trailer with 350 �ood buckets and 100 quilts handmade by their LWML 
Quilting group. They drove to a warehouse set up and run by Salem Lutheran 
Church in Tomball and St. John's in Cypress. A week later, they made another 
delivery of 350 �ood buckets and 25 quilts to Trinity Lutheran in Port Arthur. 
A third delivery of 350 �ood buckets and 25 quilts were delivered to Hope 
Lutheran in Winnie, Texas.
Laurie Holleway, Disaster Relief Coordinator of Salem Lutheran Church, has been 
overwhelmed with the response to the continued relief e�orts. When Laurie 
saw the beautiful quilts, she decided to pair them with new beds that would be 
delivered to disaster victims. 
Relief e�orts continue. Currently, Laurie is responsible for organizing more than 250 
volunteers, managing the delivery of materials to the jobsites, and caring for the 
volunteers’ needs as well. Salem’s Disaster Response Team is using Salem’s Easter 
o�erings along with a matching grant from LCMS to purchase furniture at cost for 
Harvey survivors. If you are interested in supporting the Hurricane Harvey Disaster 
Relief e�orts, please visit Salem Lutheran Church’s website at www.salem4u.com.

Flood buckets are 
5-gallon buckets 

�lled with supplies 
that enable people 
to begin the 

overwhelming job 
of cleaning up 

after a �ood or 
hurricane.

What beautiful smiles! These smiles are 
re�ecting the joy in these children’s 
hearts as they completed the assembly 
of 44 Mercy Kits for Orphan Grain Train 
(OGT). St. Paul Lutheran LWML of 
Lester Prairie, Minnesota (Minnesota 
South District), uses a Mission Central 
Rotation program to inspire their 3rd and 
4th grade Sunday School children to do 
mission projects. The children learned 
about LWML, Orphan Grain Train, why we 
do this, and where their kits would go. 
Great job kids!

All glory, honor, and praise be to our 
Lord Jesus Christ who moves the hearts 
of the Faith Lutheran Women’s Guild 
in Adel, Iowa (Iowa West District), to 
strive continually to ful�ll God’s mission 
of helping people in need. Every month 
these dedicated women assemble 
hygiene bags for their local crisis center 
that provides help to those in abusive 
and/or homeless situations. Through 
contributions from their congregation, as 
well as a Thrivent Action Team grant, the 
hygiene bags contain a variety of toiletries 
and a Bible. The crisis center is thankful 
that the guild has reached out to ful�ll the 
needs of those in di�cult situations.

The women of King of Kings, Roseville, 
Minnesota, were busy this past May 
assembling 46 baby kits for the LWML 
Minnesota South District convention. 
The kits were donated to a pregnancy 
and family services center located in 
Rochester, Minnesota, and included items 
such as out�ts, a blanket, baby shampoo 
and wash, combs, and wipes. Everyone 
involved would like to thank the members 
of their congregation for the donation 
of many of the items and the receipt of 
a $250 Thrivent Action Team grant that 
made this project possible.

Relief in Action
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When a Lutheran Woman in Mission sees a 
need, she �gures out a way to �ll it. That’s 
exactly what happened at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Schleswig, Iowa (Iowa 
West District). The church’s well-used cloth 
children’s books needed to be replaced, 
so the women purchased bags and �lled 
them with coloring pages, crayons, a 
book, and a soft toy. A husband even got 
on board and installed a rack on which 
to hang the bags at just the right height! 
These bags have been a hit with the 
children and parents who attend church. 
Peggy Wunschel says, “This project shows 
our children how important they are to us 
and our congregation, our future.”

When the LWML women of Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona (Paci�c Southwest District), decided to 
reach out to the community with sewing projects, they asked the church 
council for seed money to purchase sewing machines and initial supplies. 
That’s when Piecemakers was born. 
Piecemakers is a sewing ministry, stitching together all di�erent types and 
sizes of fabrics as well as women of all ages and skill levels. Each Piecemaker 
session opens with devotion and prayer. The day’s goals are introduced as 
sewing machines, ironing boards, irons, cutting mats and fabric are set up. 
Some women give instruction for the current project, others lay out 
fabric, and some cut fabric and put together kits for others to sew. 
Women from other churches have joined us! The raucous camaraderie 
has even encouraged non-sewers to join just to be ironers!
Patsy Bock shared, “Our group size ebbs and �ows as we excitedly 
welcome the return of winter visitors. Our friendships have expanded into 
the community to include people in the organizations we serve. As word 
of mouth spreads, people call us and ask for help to make things for them. 
“When we found out that children removed from their homes and put in 
foster care were given garbage bags in which to pack their belongings, 
I designed a pattern for a du�e bag with outside pockets embroidered 
with children’s interests, like sports, cartoon characters, or animals. We 
�lled the bags with personal care items and a stu�ed animal or gift card. 
The pattern has been shared across the country.“
Not only has the desire to be of service been met by all the women 
attending Piecemakers, but also the fellowship with sisters in Christ has 
developed into deep friendships and awesome respect for the sewing 
knowledge and skills of everyone involved.

Twelve dedicated women used a Thrivent 
Grant to fund a Baby Box program for 
their community. The Baby Box Project 
provides a specially designed box — a 
safe place for a baby to sleep — along 
with a large number of much-needed 
items to care for a new child. The women 
of Mt. Calvary, Polson, Montana 
(Montana District), made their boxes extra 
special by including handmade receiving 
blankets, sleeper gowns, baby sweaters, 
and hats. Additionally, they purchased 
socks and onesies. These boxes will be 
used for children born in hospitals located 
in Polson and Ronan.

Every month LWML members of 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Columbus, 
Indiana (Indiana District), anticipate 
serving the Lord with gladness by 
volunteering at Orphan Grain Train’s 
Indiana Branch in Jonesville. They 
sort and pack donated clothes and 
household items to be distributed 
throughout Indiana, surrounding states, 
and overseas. These dedicated ladies love 
serving the Lord because Jesus �rst loved 
and served all of us.

Sewing Peace by Piece

Piecemakers projects include:

•  Quilts, personalized with an embroidered Bible verse for 
family members serving in the Armed Forces

•  Fidget quilts for dementia patients 

•  Comfort pillows for dialysis centers 

•  Adult bibs for nursing homes

•  Pillow beds for shelter animals

•  Changing pads, baby quilts, burping cloths, and hats for 
pregnancy care centers

•  Special seat belt pillows, with words of comfort and a Bible 
verse, for breast cancer patients

•  Christmas gifts, hooded towels, handmade purses, and more. 
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A set of communion ware 
from the 1991 LWML 50th 
Anniversary Convention 
in Cleveland was given as 
a thank you gift to Marlys 
Taege Moberg for writing 
the LWML history book, 

WINGS. She displayed it in her home until last year 
when she moved to a smaller home in a care facility. 
Marlys hoped the communion ware could be used 
again. This blessing found a new home at Holy Ghost 
Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. Delegate Esther Ndon 
accepted the gift when it was presented to her at the 
LWML South Wisconsin District Convention in June.

Aloha! Members of St. John’s LWML, Moore, Oklahoma (Oklahoma 
District), were recently treated to a delicious Hawaiian feast to highlight 
LWML Mission Grant #18–Restoration Programs for Native Hawaiians 
— Lutheran Indian Ministries (LIM). LWML member Karen Karner used a 
mission grant resource poster to remind the group of the the grant and 
the mission of Clarence DeLude III — a student at Concordia University, 
Irvine, California, and native Hawaiian, who will work to bring the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to his fellow Hawaiians after his ordination.  
The delectable meal consisted of Kalua Pig, Hawaiian salads, King’s 
Hawaiian® dinner rolls, and a delicious coconut cake. Pictures depicting 
the work of LIM on the Hawaiian Islands were placed on each table to 
encourage discussion about the work being done. 
Walking away from those dishes, we remember the tastes and, 
perhaps, the struggle. Indeed, attendees of the meal were grateful for 
the mission focus and talked of repeating the idea of emphasizing a 
particular mission grant through a meal at future events.
Some may ask why use food to draw attention to a mission grant. It has 
been said that food is a universal language, one that crosses boundaries 
allowing people to experience an important facet of any culture. Tasting 
the dishes of another region, we realize a bit of the life of its people. 

Do you know? Have you heard? 
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
O�ce has moved!
Make plans to visit the newly decorated LWML 
O�ces, located in Loeber Hall on the beautiful 
campus of Concordia Seminary. Our new 
address is 801 Seminary Place, Suite L010, 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105. 

“We’ve had more visitors stopping by in the past few weeks than we 
have in the past few years!” remarked LWML Digital Media Specialist Eva 
Koeller. “This is a wonderful opportunity to improve our exposure to the 
church workers studying on campus, and to raise awareness of LWML 
missions and resources!” Eva continues, “It’s a very scenic campus! There 
are �owers all around campus, and Dr. Meyer, the Seminary President, 
even had yellow mums planted outside our windows!” Carol Ianelli, 
LWML Development Coordinator/Convention Registrar, adds, “We are 
blessed to be part of this beautiful campus!”
Karen Andersen, LWML Administrative Coordinator, concludes, “Having 
a presence on the campus of Concordia Seminary allows our o�ce sta� 
to attend chapel, eat in the cafeteria, and visit with students and their 
families. We have had many opportunities to welcome people and talk 
to them about the work God is doing through the LWML. To God be the 
glory for bringing the LWML to this place!”

The LWML Atlantic District recently sent a mission 
grant donation of $5,000 to the Concordia Seminary 
Food Bank, St. Louis, Missouri. The food bank provides 
free groceries and household items to all seminary 
students and their families. Students may shop 
twice a month during the academic year and once a 
month during the summer, free of charge. This allows 
students and their families the opportunity to stretch 
their resources by reducing their out-of-pocket 
grocery expenses.
“I’d like to let those who donate to the food bank know 
how meaningful their contributions are to the student 
body, and I’m sure I speak for all the students when 
I say that,” says Ryan Anderson, a fourth-year Master 
of Divinity student and president of the Concordia 
Seminary Student Association. “The food bank gives us 
great peace of mind in knowing that we don’t have to 
worry about food. It’s a great blessing.”
“It’s remarkable how so many people in the Synod care 
about the students and their families,” another student, 
Werner, adds. “We students are so thankful that so 
many people [who donate to the food bank] give to 
us so sel�essly — it truly helps a lot. We’re thankful 
for how they care about us as students and as future 
workers in the church — it’s truly wonderful to see.”
Please visit www.csl.edu/campus-life/food-bank/ if you 
would like to donate to the Seminary Food Bank.
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SUMMER 2019 THEME: 
LETTING GO

Please share stories and photos 
of joyful, mission-minded service with 

News Editor Linda Guteres: 
newseditor@lwml.org or 

3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763

Deadline: February 15, 2019.

Include: name, address, phone, 
and email.

New Heart to Heart 
Sisters Resource
By Melissa Salomón, Chairman, 
Heart to Heart Sisters Committee

The Heart to Heart Sisters 
Committee has published 
a manual to help LWML 
Districts start their own 
Heart to Heart Sisters 
Programs. This easy-to-
follow manual is found 

on the lwml.org website (under the “Fellowship” tab). The manual 
provides ideas and options on how to connect with the multicultural 
ministries in your districts and the women leaders in those ministries. 
We hope it will inspire you to reach out to women who share your 
heart for the Lord and the mission of the church.
We are encouraging LWML women to seek out women from a 
multicultural ministry to mentor and help introduce her to the LWML 
mission and fellowship that are so important to the LWML experience. 
Buddy up with someone and visit one of the multicultural ministries 
in your district. Stepping out of your comfort zone to serve others is a 
beautiful way to grow in your faith. Your friendship also helps women 
who may be new to the church to feel a part of the larger church 
fellowship and the unique work and life of the LWML. 
If you want additional information from our Heart to Heart Sisters 
Committee, please contact anyone on the committee who might be 
close to you. Check out the website to meet our committee. 
What an adventure it will be. What a blessing it will be. What a 
beautiful rehearsal of the picture of Revelation 7:9.

LWML Program Resources
As the snow falls, why not fall into God’s 
Word with these program ideas and 
devotions from the 2017–2019 LWML 
reSOURCEs  planning manual? These 
resources are available for free on the 
“Program Helps” web page at lwml.org.
December 2018 
Theme: The Perfect Gift (Romans 3:23–24) 
Devotions: “The Perfect Gift,” “It’s a New 
Day,” and “God’s Perfect Gift.”

January 2019 
Theme: Working with Joy (1 Corinthians 10:31b) 
Devotions:  “Working for His Glory,”  “How, Lord … Can I 
Work with Joy?” and “Working with Joy.”

February 2019 
Theme: Over�owing Love (1 Thessalonians 3:12a) 
Devotions:  “Joy in God’s Love,” “Begin with God … So We 
Can Love Others,”  and “Abounding in Love.” 
Sketch: “Over�owing Love”

From mid-September until April, about 15 women 
gather at St. Paul Lutheran Church and School in 
Batavia, New York (Eastern District), and make the 
most beautiful quilts from small and large pieces of 
material, blankets, and any donated items for Lutheran 
World Relief. The quilts are prayed over as they adorn 
the pews before they are boxed and shipped. This year, 
women also assembled 24 school kits to go with the 
212 quilts sewn. What a blessing and remarkable way 
to use those individual gifts and talents!

In March, the Fellowship Hall of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Wentzville, Missouri (Missouri District), was 
�lled to over�owing with towels, soap, toothbrushes, 
nail clippers, and combs to be used for personal care 
kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The Women in Mission 
LWML of Immanuel Lutheran Church worked with 21 
students from Immanuel Lutheran School to assemble 
the kits. The dedicated women and students packaged 
the items received, thanks to the generosity of local 
businesses, Thrivent, and the school. Everyone had 
a great time!  Working together, our churches and 
schools make a positive in�uence in our congregation, 
our community, and the world!

New LWML Resources
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