
Finding Peace in the Storms of Life
By Sara Henry, Sue Barbeau’s sister, with Cheri Fish

Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life (Revela-

tion 2:10 ESV). Sue Barbeau could 
never have imagined the mean-

ing this con�rmation verse would 
have in her life. She had never 

questioned her faith; life was 
good with her loving husband, 

Shawn, and two beautiful daugh-
ters, Hailey and Emily. Her world 

was turned upside down in an 
instant when she was diagnosed 
with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 

She was thrown into a world of 
tests, doctors, and chemotherapy. 

From those �rst moments, Sue’s 
biggest comfort was her faith. 

In a time where everything was 
uncertain, she held strong in the 

one thing she knew without a 
doubt: God was by her side and 

was with her in this �ght.
Rounds of chemotherapy and a stem cell transplant were 
required to put her cancer into remission. Sue learned to 
trust that God was hearing her prayers even though they 

were not always answered in the time or the way that she 
would have liked them to be. Her smile, generosity, and 

caring spirit blessed everyone she met. Many would com-
ment that when they asked Sue how she was doing, the 

conversation often would turn to how things were going in 
their own lives. Doctors would later tell Sue that there was 
no medical explanation as to why she was able to survive 

past her �rst diagnosis. She knew the di�erence in her out-
come was that the Ultimate Physician was at her side. 

Blessed with three years in remission, she returned to work 
and enjoyed the simple, everyday joys of family life. Sue 

began to feel tired but, with her busy schedule, wasn’t 
alarmed. She soon learned that she had Acute Myeloid 
Leukemia. Chemotherapy and a donor stem cell trans-

plant would be required. Her sisters were not a match, but 
prayers were answered when one donor was found in the 

entire database. The transplant 
was a harrowing process, causing 
her to lose the ability to walk, but 
despite all of this, with her faith, 
she fought on. She stood �rm in 
her faith and knowledge that God 
had everything in His plan. Unfor-
tunately, a cure was not meant to 
be; the transplant had failed.
The day after �nding out about 
her grim prognosis, as she left her 
appointment, the song “Home” by 
Chris Tomlin came on the radio: 
“The world is not what it is meant 
to be. All this pain, all this su�ering. 
There’s a better place waiting for 
me in heaven.” At that moment, 
the sun came out of the clouds, 
shining down on her, and she had 
never felt such warmth or peace. 
Her faith gave her that “peace that 
passes all understanding.” 

Sue was still strong in her �ght. On October 8, 2017, she 
enjoyed time at the park with family and was �nishing plans 
for her daughter’s birthday. Emily had a photo shoot for her 
dance studio, so her husband and daughters left Sue with 
her sisters, kissing her as they went out the door. They sent a 
picture of Emily in her beautiful costume with angel wings, 
one of the last images she would see here on earth. 
A moment later, the angels came and took Sue into the 
loving arms of Jesus. (Luke 16:22) 
Sue was at peace in her heavenly home.
Sue always said that she had wanted to make a di�erence 
after beating cancer the �rst time. She lived and breathed 
her faith, overcoming one roadblock after another in her 
�ve-year battle with cancer. Many — even strangers — 
noticed there was something special about her in her 
positivity and approach at life, and she was able to share 
that it was possible for them too. What a di�erence she 
made! She truly taught that with faith it is possible to �nd 
peace in the storms of life. Q
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