
K-9 Comfort Dogs is one of the ministries of 
Lutheran Church Charities. The charity alerts the 
faithful when a person, or a church, or a community 
is suffering and in need. Lutheran Church Charities 
responded to the Katrina disaster in 2005 making 
contact in the devastated areas through the use of 
service dogs. There they saw how utilizing dogs to 
comfort those who experience disaster had great 
effect on those in the area. Shootings on the campus 
of Northern Illinois University in February of 2008 
prompted the Lutheran Church Charities to extend an 
invitation for Pastor Buckhorn and his service dogs to 
provide comfort to the university students. Since that 
time, the ministry and demand for the dogs has grown 
very quickly. K-9 Comfort Dogs, as of the fall of 2012, 
have been placed in churches, schools, and institutions 
in six states with more waiting for K-9 Comfort Dogs 
to finish training. Lutheran Church Charities is able 
to train each dog for $10,000. Once the dogs are 
trained, the LCMS chaplains, or organizations they 
serve, are responsible for the continued maintenance 
and financial support for the dogs. 

 The ministry is nationally utilizing the unique 

skills of dogs, specifically Golden Retrievers, to 
open opportunities to touch people with mercy 
and compassion. They are trained to interact 
with people in ways that provide a bridge for 
compassionate ministry to take place. Some of the 
benefits of the K-9 Comfort Dogs include: 

•	 Calming	 a	 hyperactive	 child	 or	 stimulate	 a	
withdrawn patient;

•	 Bring	 comfort	 to	 individuals	 and	 families	
suffering pain and loss;

•	 Create	 bridges	 for	 compassionate	 care	 when	
disaster strikes; and

•	 Facilitate	conversation	and	interaction.

The dogs are trained with a protocol similar to 
that used for service dogs, except these dogs’ only 
job is to listen to people in time of need. Some 
of the other places the K-9 Comfort Dogs have 
been used are: the shoreline of New Jersey and 
New York that was devastated by Hurricane Sandy, 
the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School 
(Newtown, Connecticut), and the Boston area 
after the Boston Marathon bombing.
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