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                           Just Jump In! 
 

 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Let the house of Aaron say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Let those who fear the LORD say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,     

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 

This is the gate of the LORD; 

     the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me 

     and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

    up to the horns of the altar! 

 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God; I will extol you. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! (Ps. 118:1-4, 19-29) 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.%20118:1-4,%2019-29&version=ESV##
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.%20118:1-4,%2019-29&version=ESV##
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Do you want to make a ripple or a splash? The theme for the LWML Convention in 

Pittsburgh, June 27-30, 2013, is “Quenched! by the Water.” I want to assume you are either 

getting ready, or are considering attending, your very first LWML convention. Perhaps 

you’re going with other first timers, or with long time attendees, but either way, here are a 

few hints from one who has attended (and enjoyed) many of them. You might describe me as 

a seasoned veteran! 

 

This can be a time for you to get “your feet wet.” A time of renewal, or complete discovery 

… whatever you’d wish! First and foremost, decide to “just jump in.” Don’t hold back, 

experience the entire convention from start to finish. Read everything you can and learn 

about the agenda and programming far in advance of your trip. Send in your registration, or 

better yet, register online as early as the deadline allows. Study the material, fill your pre-

convention time with as many activities as you can, experiencing as many events as possible. 

Don’t worry, you won’t be alone! You’ll be with at least 3,000-5,000 of your closest friends.   

In past conventions, on the opening day we’ve had the opportunity to help with servant 

events such as distributing food and clothing, marking Bible passages in Bibles, or perhaps 

wrapping books for kids. These events happen usually during the day preceding the opening 

worship. I highly encourage you to participate in as many servant events that you can; this is 

where you truly learn from others, and perhaps pick up an idea or two for you to take home 

to your own group.  

 

The opening worship is usually held on the first evening; the time may vary. There is 

something about worshipping with thousands of your fellow LWML’ers and other Lutherans 

that is very special. The music, a festive celebratory atmosphere, and fellowship with other 

women truly makes this a once-in-a-lifetime experience. You will celebrate the forgiveness, 

love, and grace from our Lord and Savior, Jesus, and confess your faith in Jesus as you share 

in communion with thousands of fellow believers. 

 

If you’re a delegate, then your seat will be on the floor of the convention, closer to the front 

of the stage. If not, find a seat in the guest section where you can still see and hear everything 

well. Participate in the fellowship, Bible study, and singing. You’ll find it awe-inspiring also. 

My favorites are the banner processional and Bible study, usually led by a well-known 

pastor, or LWML leader. Have your own Bible handy so you can take notes!  

 

The exhibit area is also another favorite of mine. It’s usually so big that you can’t possibly 

take it all in at one time; visit several times, whenever it’s open. Be sure to get your feet 

washed, pick up a piece of candy at another booth, and you’re set for the convention! Be sure 

to pace yourself in this area because with over 200+ exhibits, you’ll need time to see them 

all. Most will have some sort of hands-on activity or hand out.  
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Participate in all the luncheons, or group dining, that you can. Don’t go off-site thinking 

you’ll save time or money – chances are you won’t. The fellowship and programming that 

occur at these events are another way of making a splash! New friends, new opportunities 

await you.   

 

Lastly, don’t even think of leaving before the convention is actually done. The best is 

sometimes saved for last, and if there is a big splash planned – it commonly occurs at the 

close of convention. Schedule your departure and flight home far into the afternoon if 

possible, simply because you don’t want to miss a single drop of the convention!  

 

The most important splash of the whole convention is hearing the good news of Jesus’ love 

ripple through the entire experience. You will hear of how much Jesus loves you. You will 

hear that Jesus died on the cross and rose again and that your sins are forgiven. There is no 

greater outpouring of love than the love Jesus gives us. You will hear of how that love flows 

to far corners of the earth and how LWML has the wonderful opportunity to be a vessel 

sharing that love. What an absolutely amazing experience! 

 

Will you make a ripple or a splash? Will your experiences be told over and over or just 

inwardly digested? I suspect that a rippling effect will occur as you tell your stories to your 

family, pastor, or fellow LWML friends!   

 

A Pebble in the Water  

Drop a pebble in the water:  Just a splash and it is gone; 

But there’s half-a hundred ripples circling on and on and on. 

Spreading, spreading from the center, flowing on out to the sea. 

And there’s little waves a flowing, and there’s a ripples circling yet,  

And those little waves a flowing to a great big wave have grown;  

You’ve disturbed a mighty river just by dropping in a stone.  

-  James W. Foley  

 

 

Scripture references are from the ESV. 
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