
By Rev. Robert Busse

Opening Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” LSB #728; 
TLH #427; LW #411

Spring has arrived and if not started yet, soon new home 
construction, additions, and road construction will be 
popping up all over the place. Winter frost and summer 
heat bring stress to those structures. What effects do these 
stresses have if building is not done on a firm foundation?

Our spiritual “building” must also be laid on a firm 
foundation. Otherwise, when trials come against us, they 
will threaten to heave and crack our faith.

Read Matthew 7:24–27 (or Luke 6:46–49).
To what does the “house” refer? On what “sands” do 

people sometimes build their faith? What are some of 
the “rains, floods, and winds” that beat on our faith? 

bible study

Extending forgiveness may provoke anger and hostility in 
others generated from their own sinfulness. Worrying about 
how others will perceive our forgiveness only delays our tak-
ing that first step. Keeping our eyes on God and following 
His guidance allows us to live a renewed, restored life.

What does God tell us about forgiveness in Mark 11:25?

Unforgiveness and hardened hearts prevent God’s healing to 
penetrate. When the wound is deep, we remember the hurt 
often. Each time we remember, we are to forgive. Over time, 
God’s salve of love heals our hearts and repairs our brokenness. 

The Motivation of Forgiveness
The motivation to forgive occurs when we fully acknowl-
edge the vast sin debt that God has canceled in our own 
lives. Forgiveness understands God’s amazing grace and the 
trespasses that Christ forgave each of us. When we truly 
grasp the enormity of our canceled debt, it is unthink-
able to withhold forgiveness from another. Read Matthew 
18:21–35. In that parable, God is represented as the king 
and we the servants. He completely forgave our mountain 
of debt and therefore sets the example for our behavior 
regarding forgiveness. Take a moment now to list the debts 
God has canceled in your life.

Why do we forgive according to Colossians 2:13?

God’s forgiveness is motivated by His love. Even though it 
may be extremely difficult for us to forgive the person who 
has hurt us, our love for God and obedience to His Word 
serves as our chief navigation. The thought of extending 

forgiveness may seem impossible, but keep praying and 
asking God to mold in you a tender and forgiving heart. 
At first, you may pray through gritted teeth but persevere. 
God will not disappoint!

The Result of Forgiveness
Unforgiveness keeps the pain alive, prevents deep 
wounds from healing, and imprisons us in the past. 
Assigning blame or re-living the wrong done to us only 
builds up escalating degrees of anger. Forgiveness sets us 
free from our past and allows us to joyfully live in the 
present. It permits us to open our hearts and hands to 
receive the hope and future that God has planned for us 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Closing
If you struggle with unforgiveness, pray for a changed 
heart — not for the offender but for you. Forgiveness has 
everything to do with our actions, not theirs. Ask trusted, 
godly friends to pray for you. If need be, seek godly coun-
seling to work through deep-seated anger and resentment. 
Then, through the power of the Holy Spirit, start walking 
towards that person that you need to forgive. God is right 
beside you. He will guide you and give you the words 
needed. Begin that walk today.
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Standing on the Rock
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When built on these “sands,” what happens to our faith 
when these storms come?

What is the “rock” on which the standing house was 
built? (Read 1 Corinthians 3:11 and 1 Corinthians 
10:1–4.)

How does the Christian react to these storms? How do 
we “build” on that rock? (Read Psalm 19:14 and Psalm 
62:2, 6.) The Psalms verses tell us that the Rock is our 
salvation. Our salvation is not of our own doing. (Read 
Ephesians 2:8–9.) 

So we don’t actually “build” our “houses” — they’re given 
to us. How does the house get built then, if we don’t do 
it? (Read Romans 10:17.) Our “house builder” builds the 
house on Himself and then gives it to us. Although we don’t 
participate in building our own spiritual houses, we may be 
“hired” as laborers in the building of others’ houses.

Read Colossians 1:24–29.
Paul labored (verse 29), but it was a “stewardship” from 

God in which he labored (verse 25). Paul found great joy 
in laboring for Christ in building the Church. But think 
about Paul’s ministry in Acts; almost everywhere he went, 
people were harassing him. If they weren’t stoning him, they 
were dragging him before local courts. When he went down 
to Jerusalem, the Jews blasted him for preaching to the 
Greeks. He ended up in prison.

Sometimes we get tired working for the Lord. We say, 
“I’ve done it for enough years. Let someone else take over. 
People don’t seem to appreciate what I do anyway. They 
don’t listen. I can’t afford to help. I live on a fixed income. 
I have kids to put through college. Others can afford to 
help out more than I.” 

The list can go on and on. When we start to feel this 
way, how are these verses helpful?

Joy in the midst of suffering is a key characteristic of dis-
cipling others — of leading others to the Rock.

Read Philippians 1:25 and 2 Corinthians 2:2–4.
Rather than whining and complaining that he is in 

prison suffering, Paul is rejoicing to be working for God 
and for God’s people. John MacArthur wrote: “People 
lose their joy when they become self-centered, thinking 
they deserve better circumstances or treatment than they 
are getting.” How can we teach, disciple, counsel, and 
minister to each another so as to lead God’s people into 
deeper and fuller measures of joy? 

Think about it: We have a Christ who promises forgive-
ness of sins and eternal life, but if we’re walking around 
looking like we’ve just eaten a dill pickle, our witness for 
Him may not be as effective.

We have a responsibility to be stewards in the Body of 
Christ — His house. A steward carries out the wishes of 
the owner. How might you “labor for the Lord,” building 
houses of faith? What can you do to get the Word of God 
out to people so they can learn and grow and change and 
mature in the joy of the Lord …

D in your own home?

D in your congregation?

D in your LWML group?

D in your community?

D elsewhere?

We don’t labor to increase the number of women who 
attend our meetings or to be able to contribute more mite 
offerings. What should be our motivation as we labor?

We proclaim a person — not the Law, not opinions, 
not traditions, not a philosophy, not tips for healthier 
living. We proclaim Jesus Christ, and we proclaim it to 
EVERY person. Those who are not believers need to hear 
the Gospel message in order to come to faith, and those 
who are believers need to hear the Word in order to grow 
in their faith.

Our purpose is not to fill officer positions or to make 
people “feel religious.” We are builders who disciple and 
prepare others so that they, too, can build upon the Rock.

This brings us full circle. To keep working for the Lord 
— to lead others to the Rock — we need to remember 
that we need HIM. We, too, need to be built on the Rock 
— and stand firm on the Rock — in order to lead oth-
ers to the Rock. Those He builds — using us — will then 
lead even more to the Rock, and so His kingdom is built. 

Closing: Close with prayer, asking that our Savior builds 
you solidly upon Himself. Ask also that He gives you the 
eyes to see other “houses” that need building. Ask for His 
strength so that you may be good and faithful members of 
His “construction crew.”

Sing or speak the hymn “Built on the Rock” LSB #645; 
TLH #467; LW #291 (verses 1, 3, 5).
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