
On June 26, 2014, Alberta was laid to rest in St. John’s 
Cemetery, “as her friends processed down the lane to her final 
resting place next to her beloved husband,” noted Ann Marie. 
“The date had special significance, as it was 66 years to the day 
that she and Ross had been married in this same church.”
Upon graduation from college, Alberta taught mathematics to 
engineering students at Fenn College for 12 years. After retir-
ing, Alberta was active in her community, where she served the 
American Cancer Society, was president of the Federation of 
Women’s Clubs of Greater Cleveland, and member of the Board 
of Trustees of a workshop for the mentally handicapped. She 
considered these to be opportunities to witness for Christ.

“But her first love seemed 
to be the mission work 
of the LWML,”  states Ann 
Marie. “Before she served 
as LWML President, she 
was elected as the first 
president of the LWML 
Ohio District, when it 
was formed in 1964.” Ann 
Marie continues, “When 
Alberta fell and broke her 
femur in early May, she 
repeatedly stated that it 
was her goal to be at the 

district convention this June to celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
The Lord had other plans and called her Home two days before 
the convention opened.”
Current LWML President Kay Kreklau had the pleasure of a 
recent visit with Alberta. Kay shares, “Alberta loved the LWML 
with all her heart. Aside from her family, LWML was her life. 
She was a woman whose purpose was to further the mission 
of LWML … and she used the many gifts God gave her to do 
just that. Over the past three years, she uplifted me on many 
occasions with her notes of encouragement and wisdom. In 
everything she did, her love for the Lord and His people was 
evident. I will miss her!” Q

Alberta Barnes, tenth 
president of the Luther-
an Women’s Missionary 

League (LWML), passed from this 
world to her heavenly Home on 
Wednesday, June 18, 2014, in 
Cleveland, Ohio, at the age of 93. 
Alberta served as LWML President 
from 1983–1987.

Alberta presided over the 1985 LWML Convention in Ames, 
Iowa, “Give God Glory — Praise His Name!” That convention 
still holds the largest registered attendance in LWML history 
of 8,023 men and women. Her second convention, held in 
Fort Worth, Texas, in 1987, under the theme, “Radiant With 
God’s Love,” adopted the record mission goal of $1,000,000. 
During Alberta’s four-year term, many things were accom-
plished, but she was especially excited about the LWML 
gift of $100,000, which served as seed money for the first 
in-depth The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Bible study, 
LifeLight, published in 1989.
Alberta Martha was born on November 27, 1920, to Albert 
and Meta (Hoelter) Prasse, South Euclid, Ohio. “Alberta was a 
loving servant who had the distinct history of being a mem-
ber of only one church in her 93 years. She lived the full circle 
of Baptism, schooling, confirmation — she was married, wor-
shipped, and was buried at St. John Lutheran Church, South 
Euclid, Ohio, which her family had helped to establish,” shares 
Ann Marie Bollas, LWML Ohio District President.

Alberta married Ross 
Tom Barnes in 1948 
and enjoyed 53 years 
with him before his 
death in 2001. Paul 
Barnes, Alberta’s and 
Ross’ son, was thankful 
to be with her as she 
died peacefully hold-
ing his hand. Paul and 

his wife, Gretchen, from San Clemente, California, have two 
children: Sarah (Marc) Shulman and Ricky (Jessica) Barnes. 

Alberta Barnes
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