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by Matthew Leighty, Executive Director, Lutheran Media Ministries, with Cheri Fish

Pastor Gail Rabe quickly got out of his Sunday vestments 
and gathered his belongings to depart from the church 
for the day. He glanced at the clock. He would have 

to hurry. The worship service had just ended. Ordinarily, he 
would linger longer after service, as pastors often tend to do, 
but today was different. He had a special appointment.
He burst through the door of his home with just five minutes 
to spare. “Honey, are you okay?” he called out. “I’m home! I’ll 
be right there! Do you have the T.V. on the right channel?”
He laughed at the response. “Shhh!” came an intent voice 
from the other room. “My church is on!”
When Pastor Rabe’s wife, Carole, was diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer, her condi-
tion deteriorated quickly. She was no longer 
physically able to get out and attend church. 
However, she was able to attend a different 
church — “her church,” as she called it — in 
the form of the broadcast weekly worship 
service called Worship for Shut-Ins. 
“It was actually the first time in our lives we 
were able to regularly worship together,” 
Pastor Rabe shared. “It meant so much to us in her last days.” 
She went to be with her Lord a few months later.
Produced by Lutheran Ministries Media, Worship for 
Shut-Ins is a thirty-minute Lutheran worship experience 
proclaiming the comforting message of God’s love. The 
program is available in many television markets, cable and 
satellite providers, and the Internet (worshipforshutins.
org). But what if someone currently resides in a senior 
living center or hospital and they do not have access to 
Worship for Shut-Ins? 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League has funded ef-
forts to bring Worship for Shut-Ins broadcasts into senior 
living centers and hospitals across the United States via 
Reach and Preach DVD subscriptions. 
As Rev. Charles Keogh, chaplain at Denver Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Denver, Colorado, shares, “These worship 
DVDs are either one of, or in some cases, the only avail-
able worship resources for patients, some who are behind 
locked doors. It meets a need with flexibility like no other.”
Funded by a two-year grant from the LWML, the initiative is 

designed to provide subscriptions to se-
nior living centers or hospitals nationwide 
absolutely free of charge. Opportunities still 
remain for those who see a need in their 
own congregations and communities.
Typically, congregations or chaplains take 
the program each week to their shut-ins, 
nursing centers, and local hospitals. Some 
have it broadcast on Public Access television 
stations to bring the Gospel to their commu-
nity. This is grant money at work at the high-

est spiritual level, engaging people with the Word of God.
Executive Director Matthew Leighty praises the impact 
LWML’s support has made. “For decades, the LWML has 
enabled the Gospel to be proclaimed into all parts of the 
world. Through Reach and Preach, the LWML has joined in 
this bold initiative to reach people with the love of Christ in 
their greatest time of need.”
So often we take those words, “my church” and what they 
mean for granted — what it means to have a church and 
to be able to worship regularly. Worship is connection to 
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1. training K-9 comfort Dogs for LcMs chaplains...............$30,000

2. Lutheran children’s Books for southeast asia ................$72,000

3.  training indigenous Pastors and 
Deaconesses – concordia theological 
seminary, Fort Wayne, indiana ......................................$100,000

 4. rebuilding Nord Est Haiti Lutheran school ...................$100,000

 5.  Jesus our savior Lutheran schools, 
Winnebago tribe, Nebraska ..............................................$58,553

 6. i caN —serving at-risk children with Learning Needs ......$99,000

7.  Bible story Books in sign 
Language and Written text ............................................$100,000

 8.  Native american outreach training 
center – Fairbanks, alaska ...............................................$95,000

9. strengthening and Expanding campus Ministry .........$100,000

 10. Worship for shut-ins........................................................$80,000

 11.  Preparing Leaders for a Diverse 
World – concordia college, selma, alabama ...............$50,000

12.  voice of care Ministry to the 
Developmentally challenged .........................................$50,600

 13.  christ-centered tutoring through 
rebecca’s Garden of Hope (rGoH)................................$100,000

 14.  student scholarships for 
Most Ministries Mission trips ........................................$20,000

 15. Building Homes and Hope in Haiti ...............................$100,000

16. support for Lutheran Public radio ................................$40,000

 17. christian Education support for children – india ........$85,000

18.  Mission outreach at st. Paul community 
Lutheran church – Pontiac, Michigan ...........................$65,559

– grant paid in full 
– grant partially paid

Check the latest updates for mites received 
and grants funded at www.lwml.org.
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Support for Lutheran Public Radio — $40,000
For two hours a day, Issues, Etc. provides live, interactive Christian talk 
radio, including Bible study, hymn and liturgy study, and discussion of 
theological topics and timely social issues, as addressed in Scripture, 
on Lutheran Public Radio. With this requested grant from the LWML, 
Lutheran Public Radio can afford to hire and employ a part-time book-
keeper, freeing up the Director of Business Operations to concentrate 
more effectively on the expansion of the ministry and educating a new 
generation of Lutherans.

Worship for Shut-Ins — $80,000
Lutheran Ministries Media has created a worldwide television broad-
cast network for its weekly worship program, “Worship for Shut-Ins.” 
One in eight of all Americans (12.5%) are now over 65 years old. Se-
nior housing, retirement communities, and nursing care centers are 
springing up all over the country. With a grant from LWML, “Worship 
for Shut-Ins” can provide the weekly delivery of reproducible DVDs of 
its television programming. These recordings, part of the Reach and 
Preach ministry, are distributed to as many retirement and nursing care 
centers throughout the United States as will accept this service.
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our Creator, to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit’s 
work in our hearts. Worship is encouragement, support, and guidance. 
Worship is nourishment for our souls. Thanks to a generous grant from 
LWML, Lutheran Ministries Media is able to make this nourishment 
even more widely available for those homebound and unchurched, 
through Worship for Shut-Ins and the Reach and Preach DVD subscrip-
tion program. 
For more information about Reach and Preach and to receive your free 
subscription, e-mail info@worshipforshutins.org, visit the Worship for Shut-
Ins’ website at worshipforshutins.org, or please call (toll free) 888-286-8002.

LWML President Kay Kreklau presents Lutheran Media Ministries Executive 
Director Matthew Leighty (right) and Advancement Officer Dan Johnson 
(left) with a check for partial payment of the $80,000 Mission Grant.

 lu t h e r a n  W o ma n’ s  q ua r t e r ly  29


