
Retiring from over four decades of pastoral 
and teaching ministry, Pastor Al and Marge 
Bruning moved to Ashland, Virginia, just 

outside Richmond, an area where some of our 
country’s earliest historic events took place. 
Their retirement years have been busy ones. Al has 
been a vacancy Pastor and worship and Bible study 
leader throughout the area. Marge has served the 
LWML at society, zone, district, and national levels 
and is active at their home church, Trinity, Rich-
mond, serving as chair of the Fellowship Commit-
tee, member of the Endowment Committee, and 
host for small-group home Bible studies. 
Both Marge and Al work part-time and delight 
in spending time with their children and grand-
daughters, who live nearby. Al particularly enjoys 
gardening and landscaping. Surrounding their 
home, the lush and verdant foliage, the sweet 
smelling flowers, a lovely pond teaming with color-
ful fish, and a gurgling waterfall all testify to his 
diligent care and green thumb. 
During their early retirement years, Al and Marge 
updated their estate plan. Marge had heard, 
through an LWML Gifts of Love presentation, that 
one could share his or her faith through estate 
documents. They liked the idea of saying the right 
words — words of faith, encouragement, hope, 
and salvation through Christ to their children and 
precious grandchildren — by including a Christian 
preamble in their plan. They included bequests to 
their children and ministries in their plan as well. 
With a desire to equip, educate, and inspire others 
to complete an estate plan, Marge was thrilled to 
join the Gifts of Love Ministry Team, serving as a Gift 
Planning Advocate in her Chesapeake District. She 
attended a special training event recently for all Gift 
Planning Advocates, provided by LWML and the 
LCMS Foundation. A variety of options and differ-
ent charitable gifting vehicles were reviewed, along 
with discussions on what assets are the best to gift 
to heirs and ministry. 

As they learned more about charitable giving 
options, Marge and Al thought it would be good 
to review their plan with our LWML Gift Planning 
Counselor. They discovered that the bequest 
to their children from their tax-deferred assets 
would be significantly reduced by income tax. 
They decided to set up a Testamentary Charitable 
Remainder Trust, which would do three things: (1) 
reduce taxes, (2) provide a 20-year income stream 
to their children, and (3) provide an increased gift 
to ministries they care about, such as LWML. With 
a Testamentary Charitable Remainder Trust, they 
accomplish all three things when God calls them 
to heaven, and they have access to all their tax-
deferred assets while they are living.
They also desired to bless God’s ongoing work for 
generations to come by setting up the Bruning 
Family Endowment Fund. This Endowment will 
provide gifts perpetually year-after-year to LWML 
and LCMS ministries making an eternal difference! 
Marge said, “This plan allows us to be good stew-
ards of the gifts God has generously and graciously 
given to us and to bless both our family and min-
istries of the church. We encourage everyone to 
sit down with Linda Gage, our LWML Gift Planning 
Counselor, and discover the best ways to transfer 
your blessings.”
Love of the Lord, a love to spread His word, and a 
love to serve His people is a common thread in the 
Bruning household. It is also the common thread 
in their charitable gift plan, which will further God’s 
kingdom generation after generation through 
their gifts of love. 

love is the 
common thread
by Linda Gage 

For more information contact 
lwmlgiftplanner@lwml.org or call 
toll-free 1(888)482-8425. Please 
consider naming LWML in your 
estate plan. Our legal name is 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
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