
I certainly saw a lot of that at 
the Albuquerque convention. 
Here are some of my takeaways 
from convention.
•  Convention attendees serving directly by 

participating in servant events, making blood 
donations, and bringing Gifts from the Heart 
they had worked to purchase or make and 
then transported to convention. 

•  Host committee members, serving behind 
the scenes, who had planned for months and 
executed those plans exquisitely! They were 
usually smiling and always helpful, giving 
their time, and caring for all of us.

•  Convention attendees who helped their 
sisters in Christ with various needs during 
convention that we will never know about — 
such as looking for my cellphone!

•  Singing and singing and singing God’s praises 
in so many di�erent songs and rhythms

•  Showing God’s diversity in gifts given in love 
to all of us!

•   Hearing from joyful grant recipients and being 
able to encourage them in their ministries. 
Again, what varied ministries and varied 
personnel God has chosen to share His work 
with! This also would include all the ministries 
exhibiting in our The Above All Exhibit Hall 
who were able to share their stories.

•  An overall joyful feeling for convention. I am 
sure not only celebrating our history was a 
key thing, but also looking ahead to our future 
and embracing the challenges together. We 
saw our largest Young Woman Representative 
class and many �rst-timers whom we pray will 
catch the vision and go forward, treasuring 
our history while also bringing new ideas, 
new skills, and a new awareness of mission 
outreach into our future.

•  Church workers — from our LCMS President 
to our church secretaries, President and CEO 
of Lutheran Hour Ministries, to our LCMS 
college students and deaconesses — partici-
pating with us, the women’s auxiliary of the 
LCMS, in our celebration and our work and 
learning more about what we do across our 
40 districts. 

•   It made me proud to see the work of the 75th 
Anniversary Committee come to fruition  — 
from the uniquely designed logo, beautiful 75th 
banner, history exhibit, and the Radiant Re�ec-
tions book, to the Saturday night Diamond 
Dazzle celebration. I thank God for the generous 
donor who �nanced all of the 75th Anniversary 
celebration so that our mite o�erings would 
continue to go to the mission grants. 

•  I also rejoice that the 75th Anniversary Thank 
O�ering was so generously supported by 
the convention. To God be the glory! I was so 
inspired by our worship services and thank our 
LWML Counselors and all the pastors who gave 
Holy Communion to the thousands attending. 
I know their service was to the glory of God 
and for the blessings of all at convention. 

•  My favorite part of convention, other than the 
worship service, is the parade of the 71 �ags 
representing the countries of the world where 
LWML Mission Grants have been given. The 
Holy Spirit moves across the world! What an 
encouragement and joy that brings to me.

I could go on and on. I really had a great time. 
I enjoyed seeing so many of you. I thank you for 
praying for me, for all the little remembrance 
gifts given to me, and especially for having 
your presence there with me, giving me reason 
and encouragement to Serve the Lord with 
Gladness and proclaim Jesus Christ Above All! Q

Patti

FROM PRESIDENT PATTI

Serve the Lord 
with Gladness! 

The Li�le Girl With The Big Voice
By Cheri Fish, Mission Editor

 LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY 29




