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“My bags are packed; I’m ready to go … 
I’m leaving on jet plane”   — John Denver

Our bags were packed. We were ready to go. 
My husband’s health took an unexpected turn, 
and our plans to fly to Albuquerque to celebrate 

the 75th Anniversary of the LWML were put on hold.  
But thanks to technology and those who worked hard 
behind the scenes, many of us were able to watch gavel-
to-gavel coverage of convention via livestream, where the 
only thing missing are the hugs.
Soon, those participating on livestream grew into a 
community of sisters and brothers in Christ, caring and 
consoling one another as we shared the reasons we were 
unable to attend in person, offering prayer requests and 
on-the-spot prayers, asking questions (Is the convention 
manual online? —Yes!), and expressing our appreciation for 
the connection to each other and to the convention.
The year 2017 marks the 75th anniversary of Lutheran 
Women in Mission—LWML as well as the 500th Anniversary 
of the Reformation. In this Fall 2017 issue, you will find 
features that commemorate both — looking back while we 
also look ahead with our eyes on the mission. 
Another, more personal, anniversary comes to my mind 
when I hear ”Leaving on Jet Plane,” recorded by Peter, Paul, 
and Mary in 1967. I recall that summer 50 years ago when 
a pair of teenagers, my husband and I, first met at our 
two churches’ combined youth group. I was right out of 
confirmation class, and he was a college student. Because 
of our age differences, we didn’t become friends right away; 
but when I graduated from high school, the time was right. 
Richard asked me out.
Timing is everything because it is God’s timing. 
I will always be grateful that my husband decided to 
skip his every-second-Tuesday-of-the-month meeting 
in the North Tower of the former World Trade Center on 
September 11, 2001, so he could attend an afternoon 
meeting elsewhere in NYC. I am thankful he was able to 
enjoy monthly visits with our two personality-plus, young 
granddaughters. And I give praise to God I was able to 
be by his side, singing his favorite hymns and reading 
devotions and prayers as he departed this life to the joys of 
his heavenly rest in Jesus’ arms. 
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work (2 Corinthians 9:8).

Page 12: Convention Hightlights from 
the 37th Biennial LWML Convention



SETTING THE TONE
btw …

Heavenly Name above all names 
and Lord of all lords,

I’m so in awe of how marvelous You are! 
This year of celebration reminds me of 
what You have done for me — what You 
have done for my family — what You have 
done for our church — what You have 
done for Your creation. With just a word 
You created it all — the universe — the 
intricate biochemical workings of Your 
world — the mere men and women who 
carry out Your plans. 
When I think that You chose me, by the 
power of Your Spirit, to be in Your heartfelt 
plan, my heart bursts with love for You. 
My soul sings in jubilation! I want to shout 
praises from the rooftop! 
You accomplished Your plan of 
salvation and restoration of that perfect 
relationship with You. Lord Jesus, You 
gave the command to make disciples, 
to take Your plan and Your Word to the 
ends of the earth — and You equipped 
the disciples with Your Spirit to show 
generations to come those plans. 
In Your righteousness and justice, You sent 
other men and women to show us the 
way — people like Martin and Katharina 
Luther. You used them to correct the ways 
of the church when You counseled their 

hearts, by Your Word and Spirit, to stand 
against the flood of wrong teachings in 
our world. You fashioned them to be ripe 
for this effort. 
What a heritage we have! It has passed down 
from generation to generation because Your 
love is steadfast and Your Word is 
faithful. Thank You that I am 
a part of this Lutheran 
heritage. Thank You 
for keeping Your 
eye on us. Thank 
You for letting us 
work with You on 
Your mission — 
of making us Your 
Lutheran Women 
in Mission. 
For 75 years, You have 
turned our modest mite 
offerings into mighty mission 
support to further Your kingdom. You truly 
take the ordinary and make it extraordinary! 
Our hope is in You. We wait for You to 
direct our next step on the path of life 
because we trust in You above all. And 
we will sing — oh, how we will sing 
and shout and praise and make music 
— because Your steadfast love fills our 
world! Amen. Q

Praying 
the 

Psalms
inspired by Psalm 33

By Sheila Lutz

btw is the acronym for 
“by the Way (Jesus). ” 

It sets the tone 
for the current issue.
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What does the new logo say to you? 

Please take a look at the new logo and be ready to share your 
interpretation with others about how it symbolizes the work 
and vision of Lutheran Women in Mission. Women surveyed 
have shared these interpretations: 

“The new logo tells the 
story of LWML. Christ’s love 
shed on the cross fills our 
hearts, and we respond by 
glorifying our Lord.”
“Jesus’ blood is the salvation 
in our hearts that makes us 
reach out in mission 
to others.”
“The greatest of these is 
love. The drop reminds me 
of the washing away of our 
sins through Holy Baptism. 
The cross: Our God reigns!”
“I see the drop as the hole 
in each of our hearts that 
only Christ can fill."
“A blending of tradition and 
new beginnings with the 
emphasis still on the cross 
of Christ.”

“Christ’s love and salvation 
is the purpose of our 
organization.”
“The drop of Christ’s blood 
inside my mission heart. The 
cross standing boldly over 
my mission work alongside 
my LWML sisters in Christ.”
“God, in His compassion 
and love for us, sent His son 
to shed His blood on the 
cross. We return that love 
through service to Him.”
“The drop represents 
the water of Baptism 
that brings us to the all-
encompassing love of God, 
with Jesus Christ above all.”
“The love of Christ 
encompasses all that 
we do in the LWML.”
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LWML Logo
TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT THE

Our prayer is that this new logo will help women take a first 
look, or even another look, at the LWML. We hope that it will 
encourage all LCMS women to serve the Lord with gladness 
through the LWML during the next 75 years of mission outreach!

In response to feedback from a recent LWML marketing survey, 
LWML moved forward with the creation of a new logo design. 
By embracing a rich and extensive history of service through 
the power and love of Jesus Christ, while looking forward to 
continued mission outreach, a new LWML logo was created. 

LWML

1947

1991

2017
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Historical information taken from Women in God’s Service (WINGS) and Women In League With the Lord by Marlys Taege. Copyright © 1991 and 2005, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. All rights reserved.

CELEBRATING
75 years

The Mighty Mite Box!
A TIMELINE CELEBRATINGTAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT THE

Since 1942 when the LWML was born and the Mite Box was selected as the “uniform collection device,” this mighty 
box continues to serve as a witness tool. Imagine it on your kitchen table, on an office desk, or in your car. People 
will ask, “What’s this box for?” And then you can tell them about the 75-year-purpose of the LWML: missions!

 Years before the LWML was established, Lutheran women collected funds in small white cardboard boxes for various mission purposes.

 The first Mite Box pictured a 
globe representing the vast 
mission field of our church. 
Clara Schmitt, LWML’s first 

President, personally mailed 
50,000 of the boxes from 

her home! Despite several 
suggestions to change the 
name to “blessing boxes” or 
“mission boxes,” the name 

“Mite Box” was retained 
through the years.

A streamlined 
edition featured the 

newly adopted LWML logo.

Children’s 
Mite Box introduced.

1942 1982 1991 2001 2001 2016

2017
To celebrate the 75th Anniversary 

of Lutheran Women in Mission, a limited- 
edition commemorative box was issued.

Noteworthy 
•  An LWML member in the 1940s called the 

box a “mike box.” It was her understanding 
that since it looked like the microphones 
which radio announcers used at that time, 
funds placed in the box would “broadcast” 
God’s Word!

•  An unusual contribution was found in 
a Mite Box in the 1970s: A 5-dollar gold 
piece, dated 1901. A coin dealer bought 
it for 75 dollars, illustrating how LWML 
cherishes each and every dollar!

•  In 1982, the home of an Arkansas 
woman was damaged in a tornado. 
Her Mite Box, although soaked with 
rain and collapsed around the coins, 
was still in the same place on her dresser. 
Not a penny was lost!

The beauty of each box was (and is) unique. But 
the deeper beauty lies inside the box: funds to 
share the Gospel with all people of the world.
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Noteworthy 
Since the inception of the Quarterly occurred during wartime, paper 
availability was limited. President Clara Schmitt was compelled to 
write twice to Washington to secure enough paper to print each issue.

The Lutheran Woman’s 
Quarterly was born in January 
1943. The “tomato-red” cover 
was chosen because the red 

ink was the least expensive of 
the two colors available. 

“The world is engulfed in total 
war!” began the lead article 

in this first issue. Noting that 
women were filling the ranks 
of Red Cross workers, air-raid 
wardens, nurses’ aides, and 
blood donors, it also called 
upon them to establish day 
care for children of mothers 

obligated to work outside the 
home while their husbands 

were fighting in the war.

The standard red cover was 
changed each season of the 
year: red, violet, green, and 
gold. The doily effect was 

removed in 1954, by which 
time the covers also featured 

black-and-white photos of 
mission grant recipients. 

1940s

In 1951, the subscription rate 
for multiple copies was 

25 cents a year. Individual 
subscriptions were 10 cents 

a copy, or 40 cents a year, 
payable strictly in advance.

1950s

Quarterly circulation 
reached 260,000 

by its 20th Anniversary 
issue in 1963.

1960s

Though the Winter 1978 issue 
focused on service to, and by, 
“older adults,”  a news feature 

shared that an “under 30s” 
LWML group had recently 

formed in Texas.

1970s

An impressive, 
fold-out spread 
in the Summer 

1967 issue 
featured a 

detailed listing 
of the mission 

grant recipients 
from 1942 

through1967.

the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly!
A TIMELINE CELEBRATING
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The Fall 1983 issue contained 
an insert, listing mission 

grants on one side and an 
LWML Identification Card on 

the other. It also included 
a postcard invitation that 
required a 13-cent stamp.

1980s

The LWQ mission 
statement, “Knowing 

Christ and Making 
Him Known,” was 

adopted in the 1990s.

The Spring 2006 
issue debuted pages 
specifically for Teens 
and Young Women. 

LWQ readers voted for 
their favorite photo of Miss 

America 2009, Katie Stam, an 
LCMS member from Indiana. 
The image of Katie receiving 

her crown was selected 
for the Fall 2010 cover.

1990s 2000s 2010s

the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly! “KNOWING CHRIST AND MAKING HIM KNOWN” SINCE 1943!

The 1943 Quarterly was 
approximately six by 
nine inches, with 16 
pages of black-and-

white text. With more 
districts submitting 

news, it soon rose to 20 
pages, eventually reach-

ing 48 pages. In 2008, 
it became a 32-page, 

letter-sized publication. 
The magazine has been 

printed in full color 
throughout since 1998.

CELEBRATING
75 years

Historical information taken from Women in God’s Service (WINGS) and Women 
In League With the Lord by Marlys Taege. Copyright © 1991 and 2005, Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League. All rights reserved.
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Martin and Katharina Luther were married 
for nearly 21 years, and although their 
marriage, like any, wasn’t perfect, it was a rich, 
fruitful, and loving partnership. Together this 
legendary couple faced tremendous adversity, 
experienced much joy and contentment, and 
grew not only to respect and admire each 
other, but also to love one another deeply.

No Intention of Marrying
Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk, wrote 
extensively about the theology of marriage, 
elevating it to the sacred status formerly 
reserved by the Roman Catholic Church for 
clerics and monastics. According to Luther, 

marriage should not be seen as less sacred 
than celibacy, nor should married couples be 
considered less holy or spiritually pure than 
monks, nuns, and priests. Luther believed 
strongly that marriage was divinely ordained, a 
gift from God to be honored and esteemed. 
However, at the same time Luther wrote his 
major treatises on matrimony, he was reluctant 
to take the plunge into marriage himself. He 
admitted to his good friend, George Spalatin, 
“According to my present frame of mind I have 
no intention of marrying, not that I am insensible 
to the emotions of the flesh, being neither wood 
nor stone, but because I have no desire to, and 
daily expect to die a heretic’s death.” 

A CHANCY THING:
The Marriage of Katharina and Martin Luther

When I began researching Martin and Katharina Luther, I stood amid the 
university library stacks and nearly wept as I gazed at row upon row of 
books by and about Martin Luther. The American Edition of Luther’s 
Works alone comprises more than 55 volumes, to say nothing of the 

dozens of biographies written about the Great Reformer in the 500 years since he 
nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the doors of Wittenberg’s Castle Church. Given the 
breadth and depth of the scholarship already available, I couldn’t possibly see where 
there was room for yet another book in the extensive Luther collection. 

As it turned out, there was something important left to say about Martin Luther. Very 
few books or articles offer much more than a cursory glance at his relationship with 
Katharina and his role as a husband and father. The Luthers’ marriage was one of the 
most intriguing in history, yet five centuries later, we still know little about Martin and 
Katharina Luther’s life as husband and wife. 

By Michelle DeRusha
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All that changed on April 4, 1523, when a 
24-year-old nun named Katharina von Bora 
escaped with 11 of her fellow sisters from a 
Cistercian convent in rural Germany. Enrolled at 
the age of six by her father, following the death 
of her mother, Katharina had known nothing but 
the cloistered convent life for 18 years. Spurred 
by Luther’s writings against monasticism, bits 
and pieces of which had been smuggled into 
convents and monasteries across Germany and 
beyond, Katharina and her peers made a bold 
decision. Risking punishment and possibly even 
death, they fled the convent for freedom. 
A day after their bold, middle-of-the-night 
escape, all 12 nuns found themselves on Martin 
Luther’s doorstep in Wittenberg. Luther had 
helped to orchestrate the nuns’ escape — it was 
his friend Leonhard Koppe who had retrieved 
the nuns in his fish wagon — but now he faced 
a formidable challenge. Noblewomen during 
the 16th century had two choices: marriage 
or the convent. With 12 former nuns on his 
hands, Luther took on the role of Wittenberg’s 
matchmaker, writing letters to potential suitors 
and facilitating engagements for the nuns who 
hadn’t returned to live with their parents.
Two years after their midnight escape, only 
one nun remained unmarried, and Luther was 
desperate to find her a husband. The problem 
was, she refused to marry the suitor he had 
selected for her. Instead, Katharina suggested to 
Martin that he marry her himself. 

A Scandalous Union
Katharina and Martin Luther married on June 
13, 1525. Just a few weeks after their wedding, 
Martin declared in a letter to a friend, “I do not 
love my wife, but I appreciate her.” And while 
we don’t have Katharina’s thoughts about her 
marriage in her own words (only eight of her 
letters have survived, all of which were written 
after Martin’s death), we do know that she wed 
Martin largely because her options were limited. 
Katharina married to survive; Martin married to 
put into practice the theology of matrimony he 
had so passionately preached, and because he 
felt responsible for Katharina’s plight as a former 
nun with no prospects. 
Marriage between a 26-year-old former nun and 
a 42-year-old former monk, each of whom was 
strong-willed and accustomed to living a quiet, 
cloistered life, would have been challenging 
even under the best of circumstances, and 
Katharina and Luther did not wed under the 
best of circumstances. Aside from Luther’s 
parents and a handful of close friends, most 
everyone opposed their union. Church officials 

were appalled. According to canon law, the 
Luthers’ marriage was a capital offense — a 
scandal, a blasphemy, and the work of the devil. 
Most of Martin’s peers and fellow reformers 
resisted the union as well, considering it a 
distraction with the potential to derail the whole 
Reformation movement. 
Katharina suffered the brunt of the scandal. In 
the weeks and months following their wedding, 
she faced public accusations and humiliation. 
She was regarded as a former nun who had 
broken her lifelong vow of chastity to seduce 
not just any man, but a monk, and a famous 
one at that. People speculated that she was 
pregnant and would give birth to the Antichrist. 
In fact, rumors and gossip continued to circulate 
long after their wedding day and even long after 
Katharina’s death. 

The Empress Kate
Against all odds, their marriage not only 
survived, it thrived. A close look at Martin’s many 
letters to Katharina during their years together 
reveals the slow but steady maturation of their 
relationship, from trust and respect to genuine 
affection and love. Martin quickly came to 
depend on Katharina, not only for her domestic, 
business, and financial prowess, but also for her 
companionship. “Kate, you have a god-fearing 
man who loves you,” he wrote to Katharina in 
1533. “You are an empress. If I should lose my 
Katie, I would not take another wife though I 
were offered a queen,” he declared later. 
The couple also enjoyed a good-natured 
repartee, and their teasing banter reveals how 
comfortable they were with each other and 
how much they enjoyed each other’s company. 
Martin often addressed Katharina in his letters 
to her as “lord,” “sir,” and “doctor,” a light-hearted 
reference to her status in the household. And 
while some of his published writings point to 
a more traditional view of women’s roles in 
society — “Women are created for no other 
purpose than to serve men and be their helpers” 

Kate, you have a god-fearing man who 
loves you. You are an empress. 
If I should lose my Katie, I would not take 
another wife though I were offered a queen.
—Martin Luther to Katharina, circa 1533

“

”
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— it’s clear from his personal letters to 
Katharina that their marriage was much 
more equitable. Martin appreciated his 
wife’s intellect, respected her opinions, 
trusted her as his confidant, and 
cherished her as his companion. 
Stubborn, opinionated, outspoken, and 
often crass, as well as sickly, prone to 
depression, and a classic workaholic, 
Martin could not possibly have been an 
easy man to live with. At one point he 
declared, “If I were to court a girl again, 
I would chisel myself an obedient wife 
from rock.” Yet it’s clear, as biographer 
Edith Stein noted, that he would not have 
fared nearly as well with a meek wife. 
Feisty, strong, courageous, and utterly 
devoted, Katharina was the perfect match 
for Martin Luther, and he knew it. 

The Noblest and Most Precious Work
A married woman was expected to 
bear and rear children, and Katharina 
fulfilled her duty six times. Just a few 
days short of the Luthers’ first wedding 
anniversary, Katharina gave birth to a son. 
They named him Johannes — Hans for 
short — after Martin’s father. Although 
maternal mortality was common, none of 
Katharina’s six pregnancies presented any 
extraordinary challenges. The Luthers did 
suffer the loss of two daughters, however, 
one in infancy and a second at the age 
of 13 — a loss that was particularly 
devastating to both Katharina and 
Martin. The Luthers also raised as many as 
11 foster children — nieces and nephews 
who lived with them after the loss of their 
own parents from the Black Death and 
other illnesses. 
Martin Luther doted on his children to the 
point of spoiling them, and he was also a 
surprisingly hands-on father. The children 
frequently dined with the Luthers and 
their guests and were often underfoot, 
even as toddlers, rather than sequestered 
in a nursery. Martin considered parenting 
the “noblest and most precious work,” and 
he even declared in writing that a father 
should not be mocked for participating in 
the holy work of parenting. “God, with all 
His angels and creatures, is smiling — not 
because that father is washing diapers, but 
because he is doing so in Christian faith,” 
Martin wrote in “The Estate of Marriage.” 

Martin was also very involved in his 
children’s spiritual development. 
Each morning he worked with them 
on memorizing the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Ten Commandments, the Creed and 
some Psalms, because he believed the 
repetition of Scripture and prayers helped 
to cement one’s faith. The religious 
instruction he taught in his own home 
eventually formed the basis of the Small 
Catechism, which was published in 
1529 and is still used in Lutheran youth 
education and confirmation classes today. 

A Chancy Thing
One of Katharina’s greatest regrets was 
that she was not at her husband’s bedside 
when he died. She had tried to convince 
Martin to cancel a trip to his hometown of 
Eisleben, but he had insisted on traveling 
there with his three sons to help arbitrate 
a political dispute. During dinner on 
February 17, 1546, Martin complained of 
a headache and chest pains. Several hours 
later, early on the morning of February 18, 
the Great Reformer took his last breath. 
Although he had left her the bulk of his 
estate and named her guardian of their 
children (a highly unusual decision for 
the time, as widows and their children 
were typically appointed male guardians), 
Martin had failed to get his will notarized 
by an attorney, and thus it was not legally 
binding. As a result, Katharina not only 
struggled financially, but she also fought 
for months following Martin’s death to 
retain custody of her own children. She 
died virtually penniless in 1552, six years 
after her husband. 
“Marriage does not always run smoothly, 
it is a chancy thing. One has to commit 
oneself to it,” Martin Luther admitted, 
many years after his own wedding day. 
Together Martin and Katharina Luther 
walked side-by-side through more than 
two decades of joy, grief, triumph, and 
travail. Together they experienced the 
highs and lows as well as the everyday, 
ordinary circumstances of life together as 
husband and wife. 
Five hundred years ago, Katie and Martin 
Luther committed to a “chancy thing.” 
Today we look to their genuine, faithful, 
loving marriage as an example to which 
we aspire in our own 21st century lives. Q

Exterior and interior views 
of the Luther home in Wittenberg

A native New Englander who now lives in 
Nebraska, Michelle DeRusha is the author of 
the recently published Katharina and Martin 

Luther: The Radical Marriage of a Runaway 
Nun and a Radical Monk; Baker Books.
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It didn’t take long upon moving into The 
Black Cloister (the former monastery in 
Wittenberg where Martin lived) for Katha-
rina to discover that the place was not up 
to her standards. Not only was the home 
barely furnished and missing all but the 
most basic necessities, Martin’s bedstraw 
hadn’t been changed in a year, which was 
basically the 16th-century equivalent of 
not changing the sheets. Katharina clearly 
had her work cut out for her. 
Katharina also tackled the Black Cloister’s 
dingy rooms, whitewashing the walls 
with a solution of lime and water to 
brighten the interior and deter vermin 
and insects. She then turned to weeding 
and planting the garden. Within a year 
the plot was flourishing with a large crop 
of vegetables, including peas, beans, 
carrots, cabbage, lettuce and other 
greens, as well as herbs, which she used 
for both cooking and medicinal purposes. 
Katharina’s daily and weekly chores 
included: breeding and slaughtering 
livestock and poultry for meat; fishing the 
local streams and ponds; planting and 
tending the fruit and nut orchards and 
the vineyard; raising bees for honey; and 
preserving meats, fruits, and vegetables. 
When she wasn’t gardening, milking, 
churning butter, making cheese, butch-
ering a cow, or brewing her own beer 
(Martin preferred Katharina’s homemade 
brew over any other), she shopped at the 
market in Wittenberg to purchase any-
thing she didn’t make or raise herself. 
Water, of course, did not pour from a 
faucet but had to be hauled from the 
well. The woman of the house also 
typically chopped and carried in wood 
year-round for the fire, which was used 
for both cooking and heating. Likewise, 
laundry was done in the nearby Elbe 
River, and meals were cooked entirely 
from scratch — including grinding spices 
and herbs with a mortar and pestle and 
preparing the food over an open fire. 

Katharina was also a skilled nurse and 
mixed many of her own medicinal 
remedies. Martin suffered with many 
ailments, but he wasn’t Katharina’s 
only patient. She also cared for their six 
children and several foster children, as 
well as for the guests who fell ill while 
visiting the Black Cloister. 
The Luthers often had up to 50 
houseguests at a time — mainly students, 
theologians, and other reformers — 
who stayed in the former “cells” of the 
monastery. At one point, illness swept 
through the Black Cloister, leaving 
Katharina with 40 ill guests under her 
care. When the plague hit Wittenberg and 
most of the residents fled, Martin and 
Katharina stayed and turned the Black 
Cloister into a hospital. Katharina even 
gave birth to their daughter Elizabeth 
during the plague outbreak of 1527, while 
Martin was out of town on business. 
Because managing the budget was not 
Martin’s forte, he entrusted the oversight 
of household finances to Katharina 
soon after they married. She purchased 
additional land in a nearby town to 
expand her farming operations and 
produce more income. Katie insisted 
that Martin accept payment for his 
many publications and lectures, and 
she began to charge many of the Black 
Cloister’s long-term visitors room and 
board, much to the chagrin of those 
who were accustomed to staying there 
for free. She also often oversaw the 
printing and distribution schedule of 
his many publications. 
“In domestic affairs I defer to Katie, 
otherwise I am led by the Holy Ghost,” 
Martin once declared, an understatement 
when one considers Katharina’s 
monumental daily workload. Not only 
was she the mother of his children, his 
nurse, and his financial planner and 
business manager, Katharina was also 
Martin’s trusted confidante and devoted 
companion. The Reformation surely 
would have taken place without the 
marriage of Martin and Katharina, but 
Martin would not have been the same 
Reformer without Katharina by his side. Q

A Day 
in the 

Life of 
Katie 

Luther

Martin Luther nicknamed his wife 
“the morning star of Wittenberg” 
for good reason. Katharina typically 

rose before dawn and worked for 17 or 
more hours before retiring well after dusk. 
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with these fantastic resources produced by LWML
FALL  in to Bible Study

Try one of three Donna Pyle group studies. 
Remember to order additional workbooks for each 
participant. (No returns on DVDs)

Your Strong Suit DVD Bible 
Study Eight lessons on spiritual 
warfare, the enemy, our armor, 
and our place in God’s army. 
DVD and Workbook: LWML68930  $40.00 
Workbook: LWML68931  $7.50

Overflowing Abundance DVD 
Bible Study Six-lesson study 
based on Jesus’  feeding of the five 
thousand and how God used that 
spring day to feed the masses with 
the Bread of Life. DVD and Workbook:  
LWML68932  $40.00 
Workbook: LWML68933  $7.50

Peter …  From Fisherman to 
Fisher of Men DVD Bible Study 
This eight-lesson DVD study on the 
life and ministry of the Apostle Peter 
examines how God uses Peter’s 
brokenness, failures, and triumphs to 
help us grow in faith. Print the leader’s 
workbook directly from the DVD. 
DVD: LWML68934  $93.99 
Workbook: LWML68935  $14.99

NEW!

Today’s Light Devotional 
Bible–LWML Edition 
(ESV) This special edition 
divides each book into 
easy-to-read sections 
that begin and end with 
devotional commentary. 
LWML012104  $23.99

Balance Bible Study: 
Christ Filled Living 
Encouragement and 
contentment to give 
life balance. Author Kay 
Meyer.  LWML20441  $4.00 

Balance Bible Study: 
Christ Filled Family 
Living Six lessons on 
creating a Christ filled 
family. Author Coreen 
Jander.  LWML20443  $4.00

Balance Bible Study: 
Christ Filled Living with 
Adolescents Six lessons 
on communicating with 
and providing guidance 
for your adolescent. 
Author MaryAnn Waldon.  
LWML20442  $4.00

This stunning Purple Swarovski 
Crystal Butterfly Necklace with 
LWML charm on an 18” silver-
tone chain is a beautiful addition 
to any outfit. LWML31038  $15.00

The Purple Agate Heart Necklace with 24" 
adjustable silver-plated chain and LWML 
charm would look great with your fall sweaters. 
Each heart is unique. LWML31088  $15.00

CHECK OUT OUR NEW JEWELRY FOR FALL!

LWML items may be purchased through Concordia 
Publishing House (CPH), just a click away on the 

LWML website lwml.org/store, or order by phone 
800.325.3040. Prices good through December 30, 2017.
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FOR YOUNG
women

Dear LWML Mentor,
Many events have strengthened my faith and created a servant’s heart within me. As a child, many summers were spent at church camp. As a teenager, I enjoyed go-ing on mission trips. My passion in life is to help others.  My profession is nursing, and my favorite part about it is helping heal others. 

The Albuquerque convention allowed all of us to gather together to see what God’s work has done. It was exciting to see God’s hand working in so many places: making quilts and school bags, seeing His Spirit working on Indian reservations, and learning how mite offerings help spread His love throughout the rest of the world. This 75th anniversary of the LWML was a time to celebrate! 
The convention also offered opportunities to give back while we were there. I got to help make tie blankets. Every time one was done, we would cheer to let every-one know that we’d created one more gift for someone in need. One of the best parts was meeting other Young Woman Representatives. Now, since we have traveled back to our own homes, we can rely on other YWRs, cre-ate ideas, and encourage one another.  It was an honor to be at the convention, and it was a lesson in how I can serve Jesus Christ above all! 

Stephanie Flessner 
YWR from Central IllinoisSpotlight on Amy Khamphanh

“Serve God by serving others,” my life's motto, is letting 
people around me see and feel God’s love by my love. 
Many don’t volunteer because they are busy, but my dad 
said, “If you want something done, ask a busy person.” 
I’m a wife, mother of two, and foster mother of any given 
number this week. I work 30 hours a week and do the 
regular household and scheduling activities. I also care for 
older family members, sing in our church’s worship band, 
and attend exercise classes. Planning ahead and keeping 
a positive attitude allow me to be joyful as I help others! I 
don’t say “yes” to everything. Finding a balance avoids stress.  
Be encouraged by the mentoring women in your lives. Be 
involved with LWML, and open your hearts as you serve 
the Lord with gladness in your church or community. 
Can’t make it to every LWML meeting? That’s okay! But 
prayerfully consider opportunities to serve when you are 
asked to help, especially if someone needs you to come 
alongside them as they struggle. Pray about it. God leads 
us to do His work when He wants us to serve.  
One of my favorite verses: “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me” (Matthew 25:40). Let’s do it for Him.

A Time for Prayer
Loving God, You gave the greatest gift — Jesus, Your 
Son — my Savior. I want to have a heart to love like 
Yours, hands to serve like Yours, and eyes to see like 
Yours. Help me stop the busy-ness of this life, abide in 
Your Word, and show Your love to my neighbor. 
Praise be to Jesus, Name above all names. May He 
always be first in my heart and mind. Amen. 
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37th Biennial LWML Convention  •  Albuquerque, New Mexico  •  June 22–25, 2017

Reconnecting, sharing, and encouraging our sisters in ChristTherefore 
God has 
highly 
exalted 
Him and 

bestowed 
on Him 

the Name that 
is above 

every name. 

Philippians 2:9
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Sharing the love of Christ through service for others.
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Uniting as Lutheran Women in Mission in worship, song, sacrament, and a focus on His Word!
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Celebrating missions through special guests, mission grant speakers, and prayerful grant selection.
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A 75th Anniversary party like no other! Dancing, pagentry, music, and laughter filled the night!
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Coming or going, in all we do, we are Lutheran Women in Mission, serving Jesus Christ above all!

[Left, above] Newly elected LWML 
Nominating Committee (l. to r.): Linda Fees; 
Karen Morrison; Joy Anderson, Chairman; 
JoNette Brogaard; Sherrie Smith

[Left, below] Newly elected officers Jennifer 
Huecker, Vice President of Christian Life; 
Char Kroemer, Vice President of Communication; 
Angelina Jauregui, Vice President of Gospel Outreach; 
Ginger Starrett, Recording Secretary; 
Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, Pastoral Counselor 
pose alongside other members of the LWML 
Executive Committee. 

Jan Struck as Katie Luther

Nearly 3,500 women and men 
gathered in Albuquerque 
to celebrate the 75th Anniversary 
of LWML—Lutheran Women in 
Mission! See additional photos 
and read all about it at 
lwml.org/2017-convention.

 LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY 17



That same evening, a young mother who is 
trying to get her life straight also sought our 
assistance for housing. She had been couch 
cruising and had run out of options of where 
she and her child within could stay. It was obvi-
ous her life required more than a roof over her 
head. She was about to deliver, and she wasn’t 
under any medical care. Again we were able 
to meet her immediate needs. The clinic that 
operates at our mission was able to attend to 
the overdue medical care, and she was placed 
in temporary housing. 
That evening, I thought to myself, we were 
becoming the hands, feet, face, and voice of 
Jesus to these two families, but we could have 
done much more had our future Mercy House 
for Women and Children been operative. The 
underserved, urban poor of America (and in 
particular in Flint) are crying out to the church 
— like the challenge the Lord placed before 
Isaiah: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” Then I said, “Hear am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)
Franklin Avenue Mission (FAM) is located in 
Flint, one of the poorest cities of America, where 
46 percent of the general population and 66 
percent of the children live below the poverty 
level. On the east side, these percentages 
increase to 80 percent. Mercy House for 
Women and Children is being planned in an 
attempt to break the cycle of poverty and 
decrease the potential for abuse. This will be 
accomplished by housing women and children 
in a safe, caring, loving environment where the 
best practices of parenting and relationship 
building can be modeled and taught. We 

believe this component to our ministry will 
benefit the participants by providing a different 
view of family and living. This will ultimately 
complement our theology of “Right to Life” and 
protect the unborn, precious in the eyes of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
On June 23, 2017, at the LWML Convention in 
Albuquerque, a vote was cast, influencing the 
future of a once-forgotten neighborhood on 
Flint’s Eastside. The $100,000 grant approved 
that day will begin the remodel of an existing 
house in this neighborhood, transforming it into 
Mercy House for Women and Children, adjacent 
to Franklin Avenue Mission. The word spread 
quickly — all the way to Flint — as excited con-
vention goers from Michigan communicated 
with friends back home, “The Mission Grant has 
been approved!” The sixteen LCMS churches 
and 500 volunteers that operate biweekly the 
Franklin Diner, ROCK Children’s Program, and 
Clothing Closet were thrilled to hear the news 
and know the impact this grant will have on the 
Flint community. God is truly working through 
these “boots-on-ground” missionaries! Q

GRANTS
@work

Mercy House 
Serving the Underserved 
in Urban Flint

By Rev. Dr. Bradley J. Yops, Mission Pastor of Franklin Avenue Mission, with Cheri Fish, Mission Editor

It was one of those 
weeks when the 
basic needs of life 

were intensified. Not 
that every week isn’t 
a challenge, but this 
week the necessity 
for adequate housing 
for the homeless — 
especially women 
and children —  
was magnified.
The night before, a 
fire bomb hit the home 
of a mother and her 
three children. They 
lost everything — their 
home, clothes, food, 
furniture — everything! 
They asked Franklin 
Avenue Mission if we 
could help them with 
these basics we take 
for granted. Housing 
for people in crisis 
situations in Flint, 
Michigan, is limited. 
We helped them with 
food and clothes 
and placed them in a 
temporary shelter. 

This abandoned house is the site for the future home for 
women and children.
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–grant partially paid;   purple highlight–grant paid in full   

MISSION GOAL: $2,075,000

2017–2019 MISSION GRANTS
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

CURRENT MISSION 
GRANTS HIGHLIGHTED 
IN THIS ISSUE

1. Tanzanian Sewing Center  — 
$25,000
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania (ELCT) has established the 
Bishop Makala Sewing Center to teach 
young women sewing, life skills, and the 
Gospel. The goal of this grant is to build 
classrooms with a 50-student capacity 
along with a dormitory. Within one 
year of their training, the sewing skills 
enable women to have pocket money, 
purchase their own sewing machines, 
and buy materials to create sewn items 
to sell for income. 

2. Current Missionary Need—LCMS 
International Mission — $100,000
Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa, 
continues to seek to serve as an avenue 
of support for missionaries through the 
LCMS International Mission. This grant 
provides for necessary mission resourc-
es such as orientation and training, lan-
guage training, transportation to and in 
the country of service and on furlough, 
various types of insurance, housing, 
medical care, utilities, and education of 
missionary children.

Lutheran Children’s Books for Families 
Worldwide — $100,000
This grant enables Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation to provide Bible story books 
to Lutheran churches, missionaries, 
and new Christian families around the 
world. These books, translated into their 
languages, teach children about Jesus. 
Brightly illustrated books, such as A 
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories and Bible 
Stories in Pictures, are given free of charge 
to the parents and missionaries who 
need them.

 1. Providing Food and the Gospel to Starving Children  . . . . . . . $40,000
 2. Mercy House for Women and Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 3. Christ for Veterans and Their Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,750
 4. Tanzanian Sewing Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000
 5. Current Missionary Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 6. Lutheran Children’s Books for Families Worldwide  . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 7. Christian Hope Through Mass Media in Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 8. NOLA 4H: Hearts for the Hungry, Homeless, and Hurting . . . $100,000
 9. Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund . . . . . . . . . . .$80,000
 10. Christian Eldercare Home in Haiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 1 1. Training Lutheran Middle Eastern Missionaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$93,000
 12. Completion of Lutheran School Buildings in Uganda . . . . . . . .$48,000
 13. Equipping Youth to Witness for Life—Y4Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,000
 14. Laborers of Love . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 15. Sharing Jesus with People with Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 16. Education Loan Repayment Assistance Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
 17. Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team . . . . . . . . . $25,000
 18. Restoration Programs for Native Hawaiians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75,000
 19. RECONNECT to the Body of Christ, Circuit 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000
 20. Prison and Jail Ministry 2018 Synod-wide Conference . . . . . . . $36,500
 2 1. Family Scholarships for Short Term Mission Trips . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$60,000
 22. Raising Pastors and Deaconesses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $97,000
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BIBLE
study

OPENING PRAYER: Dear Loving Lord, Thank You for creating us and giving us 
life. However, we confess that we sin often and deserve only Your punishment 
and death. But because of Your great love, You sent Your Son Jesus to be our 
Savior through His perfect life, suffering, death, and resurrection. He fulfilled 
Your plan of salvation completely. Because He lives, we, too, can look forward 
to eternal life in heaven. Thank You for giving us the Holy Spirit Who gives us 
new life through the cleansing waters of Holy Baptism. Through Your Word 
and Sacraments, our faith is strengthened and we are enabled to live lives that 
glorify You — above all. Be with us as we study Your Word. In Jesus’ all powerful 
name we pray. Amen. 

Focus
Sometimes when I decide to clean out my clothes or even to change my 
clothes between seasons (warm and cold!), I find that I seem to have to get my 
mind focused on the task at hand. I dedicate a time period to do the work of 
keeping or discarding clothes, and look forward to my ultimate goal: a clean 
closet, filled with functional and fashionable clothing to wear for the months 
to come. However, sometimes I lose focus or get lost in memories that the 
sight of well-worn clothing invokes. I find it hard to get rid of the clothing that 
makes me feel comfortable, but is really ready for the rag pile. Time flies by 
and my clean-closet goal has not been reached. It’s time to focus once again. 
Perhaps you’ve run into the same difficulty.
Read Colossians 3:1–4. Paul begins this section of God’s Word with the 
phrase, If then you have been raised with Christ … How are we raised with Christ 
according to Colossians 2:12–15? ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
When the word “above” is used in Colossians 3:1–2, is it referring to spatial or 
spiritual things? ___________________________________________________
FAITH TALK: Make a group list of things that are above (Colossians 3:1–2). 
See also Romans 5:2 and Hebrews 12:2. _______________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
IF TIME PERMITS: What does the phrase right hand of God (Colossians 3:1) 
symbolize? See also Psalm 110:1–2 and Ephesians 1:19–23. ______________
_________________________________________________________________

Clean Out the Closet
Read Colossians 3:5–9. List how our earthly life apart from God is character-
ized in these verses (especially verses 5, 8, 9). ____________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
How does God treat this kind of life (verse 6)? See Romans 1:18; 6:23a.  ______
_________________________________________________________________
Can we of our own volition put off the old self (verse 9) — or our old clothes, so 
to speak? _________________________________________________________
Why or why not? See Ephesians 2:1–3 and John 14:6. ____________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Set Your 
Minds 

on Things 
Above

By Shari Miller

Share with a partner or the 
small group the last time you 

cleaned out your closet or 
chest of drawers. Did it take 

longer than you thought it 
would? Was it hard to let 

some items of clothing go? 

During this Bible study, we will 
look primarily at Colossians 

3:1–17. We are reminded in 
Colossians 1 and 2 that we 

are God’s own dearly loved 
children given new life in 

Christ through Holy Baptism. 
In Colossians 3, we are urged 
in practical ways to live lives 
worthy of Christ and to give 

Him all glory and honor.

Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
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FAITH TALK: Why do we find ourselves wanting to keep on 
our old comfortable, dirty, and worn clothes — our pet sins or 
sinful lifestyles? ______________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

New Clothes
Through Jesus’ perfect life, suffering, death and resurrection, 
we are given God’s forgiveness for sins and the hope of 
eternal life. He gives us His Holy Spirit Who creates and 
sustains our faith in the Good News of salvation in Jesus. What 
tools (means) does the Spirit use to transform our lives? See 
1 Peter 3:21a; Mark 14:22–25; and Hebrews 4:12. ________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Read Colossians 3:10–17. Put on then are the words used in 
Colossians 3:12. Read Galatians 3:27. What happens as God 
works in us through Baptism? __________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Describe the beautiful images of Baptism shown in 
Isaiah 61:10 and Zechariah 3:1–5. _____________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
FAITH TALK: At Baptisms, special clothing is often worn. 
Share with a partner or the entire group, special clothes 
that have been used for Baptisms in your family. Why is that 
baptismal garment special? ____________________________
___________________________________________________
“Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, The 
sinful self be put away, The new self now put on” (LSB 331:5). 
In Colossians 3:12–17, practical guidance is given as we put 
on our new clothes of righteousness in Christ and are given 
the gifts of the Spirit that we cannot make or purchase. List 
all the Christ-like qualities that we, by the Spirit, strive for as 
Christians in these verses.  _____________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What difference do these new clothes from Christ make in 
your day-to-day life?  _________________________________
FAITH TALK: Read 1 Peter 2:9. As God’s chosen one 
(Colossians 3:12), how can you proclaim what He has done in 
your life? ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________
IF TIME PERMITS: Colossians 3:16 says we are to sing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. The Psalms were most 
often used during worship in the Old Testament. See the 

following passages for examples of New Testament hymns: 
Colossians 1:15–20; Ephesians 5:14; Philippians 2:6–11; 
and 1 Timothy 3:16. _________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
FAITH TALK: Share with your partner or the small group a 
favorite hymn and why. Discuss why music is an important 
part of the Christian life. _______________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him 
(Colossians 3:17). What does the word “everything” mean to 
you in this context? __________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
How many times does Paul mention “thankfulness” in 
Colossians 3:15–17?____ Why does Paul mention being 
thankful more than once? _____________________________
___________________________________________________
FAITH TALK: What are ways that you can specifically show 
your thanks to God for all He has done for you, especially your 
salvation and new life in Christ?  ________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
In summary, how would you explain to a friend these words: 
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth (Colossians 3:2)? _____________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
FAITH WALK:
1. Pray that the Lord will help to set your mind on things above.
2.  Thank God that He has given you a new life and Christ’s new 

clothes through your Baptism. 
3.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will enable you to share the Good 

News of Jesus with those who need to hear. 
4.  Thank God for His many gifts and ask the Holy Spirit to help 

you to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.
CLOSING PRAYER: (sing or speak together) “Now Thank We 
All Our God” (LSB #895; LW #443; TLH #36).

Shari Miller, wife of Rev. Larry and mother of two grown children, is a 
freelance author and musician living in Helena, Montana, where she 
attends First Lutheran Church. Shari is the LWML Montana District 
President. She has written numerous articles and studies for the LWML.
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OPENING PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank You for Your Word that 
warns, Your Word that warms, and Your Word that wins our 
hearts. In the glorious name of Jesus Christ above all. Amen.
Share a time when you did your own thing, took care of 
yourself, relied on yourself, but still wanted to be called a Child 
of God._____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

A Name
In that day seven women will take hold of one man and say, “We 
will eat our own food and provide our own clothes; only let us be 
called by your name.” (Isaiah 4:1a) 
Because of God’s judgment upon Israel, husband material 
was scarce, and women of Zion were trying anything simply 
to survive. We can see these women say they will take care 
of themselves, yet they want to be called by the man’s name. 
They want the perks, safety and dignity, without the marriage 
partnership. It seems they want what his name can provide, 
even if they don’t want him.
I’ve been through times of self-reliance and frenzied 
determination, going to church and praying as usual, but 
not giving God the honor He deserves. I wanted to be 
called by His Name but was not walking with my Beloved — 
needing the perks, the protection, the dignity of His Name, 
but not living whole-heartedly for Him. He wants us and the 
loving relationship.
Compare the attitude and what the women say in Isaiah 4:1a, 
“We will eat our own food and provide our own clothes;” with 
Matthew 6:11 and Proverbs 30:7–8. From where or from 
whom does our daily bread really come? _________________
___________________________________________________

Please read Micah 6:8, and then name a way we can act on it. 
___________________________________________________

A Canopy
Read Isaiah 4:2–6. This beautiful passage is said to be a 
prophecy regarding the remnant of Israel and their Messiah. It 
is a wonderful image meant for us too. A canopy will protect 
from heat, storms, and rain. Between the canopy and the 
people is a cloud of smoke by day or a glow of flaming fire by 
night. They can look up and see the glory of the Lord! 
How do Revelation 7:15–16 and Psalm 91:4 describe the 
shelter our Beloved offers? _____________________________
___________________________________________________
Discuss whether living under the canopy sounds liberating or 
restricting.  _________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Satan will certainly tempt us to come out from beneath the 
canopy, and he may tempt us to live on the edge — stepping 
out in self-reliance or true defiance, and ducking back in 
when things go wrong — but that is uncomfortable and even 
dangerous! We need the individual boundaries God sets for 
each of us and our personal relationship with our Lord. 
Reread Isaiah 4:3. What are the people called? ____________
What do you think it means to be “recorded among the 
living”? ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What light does Luke 10:20 shed on that phrase? __________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Jesus Christ Above All 
By Tracy E. Grindle

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, proclaimed at the opening service of the 2017 LWML 
Convention: “Jesus shows us a different way. He lays down a sacrifice, 
a price. … He knows each one of you by name and loves you to death — 
death on a cross.” Deaconess Betty Knapp, Bible Study Leader, encouraged 
attendees to stay “focused on who we are and what we do. We keep 
[Jesus] Christ above all as we continue to “Serve the Lord with Gladness.”

Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
BIBLE

study
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Isaiah 4:4 says: The Lord will wash away the filth of the women 
and will cleanse the bloodstains from Jerusalem by a spirit of 
judgment and a spirit of fire before He creates the canopy over 
His people. We are judged, we are refined by fire in order to 
be cleansed, and we are made holy — not by that refinement, 
but because the Lord Jesus, who by His death washed away 
all our sins in Holy Baptism, assures us of His forgiveness.
Choose one or more of these Scriptural references about 
being refined to read aloud and discuss: Psalm 66:10; Isaiah 
48:10; Daniel 11:35; Daniel 12:10; 1 Peter 1:7. ___________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
In what way does desiring to be refined by the Lord show 
trust? ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
How does living within God’s boundaries result in freedom? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Jesus Christ Above All
In Philippians 2:9–11, what actions are expected in response 
to Jesus’ name? ______________________________________
___________________________________________________
Our American culture reveres self-sufficiency, but our 
Christian faith reveres the Lord and His provision. We still 
work hard and take care of ourselves and our family, but God 
centers our hearts in Him. Our speaking “only let us be called 
by your name” is not a cry of arrogance or desperation as it 
seemed to be for the women of Zion, but the true cry of the 
bride’s heart to her glorious Groom. Being called by His Name 
is a fantastic honor, a responsibility to act in ways that bring 
glory to the Name He gives us, and a commitment to being 
the Bride of Christ. 
Look at Isaiah 4:6 one more time. What a peaceful, fearless 
place it is under His canopy — a glorious shelter and shade 
from the heat, a refuge (see Isaiah 25:4), and hiding place. Can 
you picture yourself there — the bride eager to serve and live 
life with her Groom, eternally safe under His canopy of love?
DISCUSS: How do you feel there? How do you act there?  ___
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Here are some things to remember. (This could be a marathon 
Bible search, so you may want to look at the first reference as a 
group and encourage each other to study the complete set in 
depth at home. All verses are printed in the leader guide, and 
there are many other fitting Scriptures not listed. If you decide 
you are even more of a sprinter, just read the list itself.)
•   We are called by His Name and He calls us by name. 

Isaiah 43:1 and 7; John 20:31; Revelation 3:5

•  We move deep inside and don’t dance on the edge. 
1 Kings 8:23; Matthew 6:24

•  We recognize the boundaries and stay connected to God. 
Deuteronomy 7:9–11; Matthew 22:36–40; Galatians 
5:24–25

•  We realize holy fruit is expected of us. John 15:3–5; 
Luke 12:48b; Galatians 5:22–23

•  We are responsible for living holy lives. 1 Thessalonians 4:7; 
Leviticus 19:2; Romans 3:23–24

•  We are guided. Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 16:9; 
Ephesians 5:1–2

•  Our spirit is guarded, so we can be useful in His Kingdom. 
Romans 8:9a; 2 Timothy 1:13–14; 2 Timothy 2:20–21

•  We are sheltered by God. Psalm 32:7; Psalm 73:28; 
Mark 4:39–40

•  What comes from us under the canopy, our hearts joined 
with His, is the work of the Holy Spirit — what God has done 
for us in Christ! Ephesians 5:8–9; 1 Peter 4:11

•  All glory is His! 1 Chronicles 29:11; Romans 11:36; 
Hebrews 13:20–21

CLOSING PRAYER: Dear Lord, please show us our errors, 
refine us, make us fruitful and holy. Create in us a clean 
heart and record us among Your living people. Thank You for 
opening the way for us to live under Your glorious canopy. We 
want to be called by Your Name, Jesus, and reflect Your light 
into our world for Your glory. We pray in the Holy Name above 
all names, Jesus Christ. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Sing or say together one or more verses 
of “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” (LSB #524; 
LW #279; TLH #364).

Tracy and her husband have two beautiful adult daughters and 
one naughty cat. She serves as secretary at Shepherd of the Desert 
Lutheran Church and School in Scottsdale, Arizona.
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OPENING: Rejoice! Give thanks! Pray Psalm 100 together.
Verse 1: How do you come before God with a joyful noise? _______
________________________________________________________
Verse 2: In the weeks before, during, and after convention, I was 
blessed to enter His courts wherever I went: in prayer for dear ones 
dealing with cancer and injury; at convention in prayer, Bible study, 
and celebration; touring the beauty of the Southwest’s deserts, 
mountains, and canyons from hot air balloon, cable car, auto, and 
bus; with my mother, in a body riddled with osteoporosis and with 
memory much depleted, but still celebrating her 95th year of life. 
List several reasons you praise God: __________________________
________________________________________________________
One translation says Serve the Lord with Gladness! while another says 
Worship the Lord with gladness! In what ways is worship different 
than service? _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Is all your service joyful? ________ How can it be more so? ________
________________________________________________________
If you have ever had the opportunity to face the congregation 
during worship, what did you see? ___________________________
What can increase your joy in worship?  _______________________
________________________________________________________
How can your service be your worship? See Romans 12:1. ________
________________________________________________________
Verse 3: What is my responsibility in knowing that the LORD is God? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Knowing the LORD is God is our reason for:
Nehemiah 8:10b _________________and  _____________________
Psalm 139:13–16_________________and  _____________________
Proverbs 9:10 ___________________and  _____________________
Proverbs 15:33 ___________________and  _____________________
Jeremiah 29:11–14 _______________and  _____________________
Romans 1:16–17 _________________and  _____________________
Romans 8:14–17 _________________and  _____________________

Ephesians 2:8–9 ______________ which is a  ___________________
Ephesians 2:19 __________________and  _____________________
1 John 4:16–20 ___________________and  _____________________
Verses 4–5:  Certainly we enter our worship in our congregations 
with praise. What attitude characterizes God’s people who come 
before Him in any place? Ephesians 5:1–2_____________________
Psalm 107:1–2 ___________________________________________
The ESV translation of Psalm 100 subtitles it “A song for giving 
thanks.” Should thankfulness only be a public event? ____________
Does private thankfulness limit joy?
________________________________________________________
Read Psalm 103:1–2. God is the giver of all blessings. How can I/we 
bless God’s Name? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________
I recently heard about the green pastures of desert lands. The lesson 
had even greater meaning when I saw desert pasture for myself. 
When watered, there’s a green hue over the browns and grays, 
with tufts of grass sprouting up here and there. The speaker said 
this is God’s green pasture — not belly-deep, grassy fields where 
sheep can get sick by overeating. His green hue and refreshing tufts 
provide just enough for each day and give us sustenance for the 
difficult times. What a blessing!
How do I praise during the challenges of life? __________________
________________________________________________________
As a Lutheran Woman in Mission, how can I put my faith into action 
with these verses? ________________________________________
________________________________________________________
CLOSING: Psalm 100 is called jubilate in Latin [O, be joyful]. It is also 
called a doxology (liturgical praise*).
Joyfully praise the Lord by singing or praying the “Doxology” (LSB 
#461; LW #805; TLH #644) or “Serve the Lord with Gladness” 
(www.lwml.org/the-league-pledge-and-songs).
* Definitions are taken from the Merriam-Webster online dictionary. Bible references are ESV.

Sheila is the LWML Central Illinois District President and author of Praying 
the Psalms in LWQ. Sheila and her husband, Don, attend St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, in rural Green Valley, Illinois. One of the ways she shows her 
thankfulness is by singing praises in four church and community groups.

In the quiet times with God, we can seek His face and know what gives us joy. When we 
rejoice, what a sound there can be! For those attending LWML’s 75th Anniversary at the 
national convention in Albuquerque, that thanksgiving celebration was anything but quiet. 
What praising there was with cow bells, whistles, singing, clapping — all kinds of joyful noises!

Serve the Lord with Gladness! 
Come into His Courts withThanksgiving! By Sheila Lutz

BIBLE
study Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
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APERTURA: ¡ Regocijen! ¡ Den gracias! Oren el Salmo 100 juntos.
Versículo 1: ¿Cómo vienes ante Dios con sonidos alegres? ________
________________________________________________________
Versículo 2: Durante las semanas antes, durante, y después de la 
convención, fui bendecida en poder entrar por las puertas de Dios 
dondequiera que fuera: en oración para algunos seres queridos que 
estaban batallando con el cáncer y heridas; en la convención en 
oración, estudio bíblico, y celebración; viajando por el bello Suro-
este con sus desiertos, montañas, y cañones desde auto, autobús, 
y hasta por un globo gigante de aire caliente; con mi mamá, en su 
cuerpo gastado con osteoporosis y su memoria muy depleta, pero  
aún así, celebrando su noventa y cinco años de vida.
Enumera varias razones por las cuales puedes alabar a Dios: ______
________________________________________________________
Una traducción de la Biblia dice ¡Sirvan al Señor con alegría! mientras 
otra dice ¡Adoren al SEÑOR con regocijo! ¿Cómo es distinto servir y 
adorar? _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
¿Puedes decir que siempre tu servicio está hecho con gozo? ______
¿Cómo puede hacerlo así más seguido? _______________________
Si alguna vez has podido dar la cara a la congregación entera, ¿qué 
viste? ___________________________________________________
¿Qué puede aumentar tu gozo en la adoración?  ________________
¿Cómo puede ser tu servicio como adoración? Lee Romanos 12:1.  
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Versículo 3:  ¿Cuál es mi responsabilidad en saber que EL SEÑOR es 
Dios? ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Sabiendo que EL SEÑOR es Dios es nuestra razón de:  
Nehemías 8:10b _________________ y ______________________
Salmo 139:13–16 ________________ y ______________________
Proverbios 9:10  _________________ y ______________________
Proverbios 15:33 _________________ y ______________________
Jeremiás 29:11–14 _______________ y ______________________
Romanos 1:16–17 ________________ y ______________________
Romanos 8:14–17 ________________ y ______________________

Efesios 2:8–9 _________________ lo cual es  __________________
Efesios 2:19 _____________________ y ______________________
1ra de Juan 4:16–20 ______________ y ______________________
Salmo 100:4–5:  Ciertamente entramos en adoración en nuestras 
congregaciones con alabanzas. ¿Qué actitud caracteriza al pueblo 
de Dios quienes vienen a Él dondequiera que sea?
Efesios 5:1–2 ____________________________________________
Salmo 107:1–2 __________________________________________
La versión de la Biblia La Palabra de Dios para Todos titula el Salmo 
100 como "Canción de agradecimiento." ¿Debe ser el agradecimien-
to sólo un evento público? ¿Limita el gozo cuando damos gracias 
privadamente? ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Lee el Salmo 103:1–2.  Dios es el Dador de toda bendición. ¿Cómo 
podemos bendecir al Nombre de Dios? _______________________
________________________________________________________
Hace poco escuché de los pastos verdes en tierras áridas. La lec-
ción tuvo más significado para mí cuando vi los pastos verdes del 
desierto con mis propios ojos. Cuando tienen agua, hay un vislum-
bre verde sobre los colores cafés y grises, con los manojos de pasto 
verde que salían dispersados. Él que hablaba de esto dijo que así 
eran los pastos verdes de Dios — no eran abundantes pastos verdes 
que podían enfermar a las ovejas que pudieran comer demasiado.  
Sino que los manojos verdes de sustancia ofrecían lo suficiente para 
cada día y nos sostienen para los tiempos difíciles. ¡Qué bendicion!
¿Cómo adoro a Dios cuando hay dificultades en la vida? Como una 
Dama Luterana en Acción Misionera, ¿cómo puedo poner mi fe en 
acción con estos versículos? ________________________________
________________________________________________________
CLAUSURA: Salmo 100 también se conoce como el Jubilate en 
Latín. También se conoce como la doxología (adoración litúrgico). 
Adoren a Dios con gozo cantando la Doxología “A Dios, supremo 
Creador!” (¡Cantad al Señor! #25) u otro himno de alabanza.

La Sra. Sheila Lutz es la Presidente del distrito del centro de Illinois de la Liga 
Misionera de Damas Luteranas y autor del artículo, "Como orar los Salmos" 
en la revista de la LWML. Sheila y su esposo, Donaldo, asisten a la Iglesia 
Luterana San Juan en un pueblo rural llamado Green Valley en el estado de 
Illinois. Una de las formas que muestra su gratitud con el Señor es cantando 
cantos de adoración en cuatro coros de iglesias y con grupos comunitarios.  

En tiempos de reflección con Dios podemos buscar a Dios y Él nos da gozo. ¡Cuando nos regocijemos, 
a veces lo hacemos con aclamaciones! Para aquellos que llegaron al evento en honor al aniversario de 
setenta y cinco años de la Liga de Damas Luteranas en la convención nacional en Albuquerque, Nuevo 
México, esa celebración no fue callada. Hubieron alabanzas y adoración con campanas, silbatos, cantos y 
palmadas … muchos tipos de acciones gozosas y júbilosas.

¡Sirvan al Señor con alegría! 
¡Vengan a su presencia con regocijo! (RVC)  Por la Sra. Sheila Lutz 

Traducido por Melissa Salomón

BÍBLICO
estudio
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Sharing the Love of Christ in Haiti
Seven members of the LWML Iowa West 
District reflected the love of Christ by toting 
12 suitcases overflowing with a myriad of 
supplies for the people of Jacmel, Haiti. Jeni 
Zeller writes, “We saw the faces of the elderly 
light up when we brought them a bag full of 
food and supplies. We saw the kids dance with 
excitement every time we showed up, ready to 
play with us and teach us their games. We saw 
tired mothers’ gratitude when we gave them 
new cloth diapers for their newborn babies. 
None of these signs of grace would have 
happened if our group didn’t step outside of 
our safe, comfort-filled homes and venture to 
a country that needs our help. I wasn't worried 
about what I looked like or what I was wearing. 
All that mattered was I was creating a better 
environment for those around me.”  

And they’re off! Women wearing beautiful hats and exquisite outfits 
weren’t only at the Kentucky Derby this past May. Ladies of Grace 
Lutheran, Huntsville, Alabama (Gulf States District), hosted a 
Mother/Daughter Derby Day Salad Luncheon where everyone wore  
decorated hats and elegant outfits. After an opening devotion, the 
women shared delicious food, fun, fellowship, and prizes. Obviously 
there were many winners that day!

40 Years of Service as District Presidents!   
LWML North Dakota District Presidents, both past and present, met for a 
luncheon reunion. Wonderful memories were shared, along with laughter 
and tears, as everyone reminisced about their years of service together.  

The LWML of Christ Lutheran Church of Yuma, Arizona (Pacific 
Southwest District), has been quite busy gathering and assembling 
Bundles of Joy for people within their local community. Wrapped 
in a beautiful hand-made baby quilt, each bundle includes a Bible, 
congratulations card, devotion book, diapers, newborn clothing, 
receiving blanket, lotion, baby shampoo, a toy, and wipes. What a 
loving way to bless new parents in their neighborhood!

Pictured left to right. Top: Lilly Hintz-Henke (1984–1988), Paulette Huber (2012–2016), 
Sue Corwin (2008–2012), Debbie Larson (2004–2008), Dee Pavicic (1968–1972), 
Valerie Biberdorf (2016–2020), Dorothea Sincebaugh (1996–2000).  
Bottom: Marlene Brandenburg (1992–1996), JoAnn Bladow (1988–1992), 
Kay Kreklau (2000–2004).

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN
action
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Albuquerque convention attendee 
Arleen Lautenschlager (LWML 
Pacific Southwest District) recalled 
her attendance 64 years ago at 
the 1953 Portland, Oregon, LWML 
Convention. “I remember walking 
to the convention center from 
our hotel. I was so excited to be 
there as my husband, Rev. Adam 
Lautenschlager, started an LWML 
group in our mission congregation 
in 1942, as soon as the LWML 
was founded. He credited most 
of the church’s growth to our 
participation in the LWML!” Now a 
young 97-year-old, she is looking 
forward to being in Mobile, 
Alabama, in 2019.

For the last 65 years, the Mary-
Martha Society of St. Peter 
Lutheran Church, Hemlock, 
Michigan (LWML Michigan 
District), has served its church 
and community through various 
programs and faithful support of 
mite offerings. This past year, these 
faith-filled women met to assemble 
“hope totes”— bags overflowing 
with personal hygiene items given 
to the Saginaw City Rescue Mission. 
Since 1905, this rescue mission 
has served the people of Mid-
Michigan by guiding low-income 
and homeless people toward 
sustainable, godly-living.   

Mission Workshop Saturday 
Last spring, volunteers ranging from age 2 to 
75+ gathered in the Family Life Center of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Ankeny, Iowa, to find out just 
how many mission projects could be completed in 
one day. Hosted by the their LWML and Mission and 
Christian Life Committee, members of the church 
and surrounding community worked in shifts from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. They had a great time putting 
together this incredible list of items to bless people 
both near and far away: 12 egg casseroles for 
Salvation Army, 541 rolled bandages for Global Health 
Ministries, 362 witness bracelets, 148 yarn crosses for 
local mission outreach, 18 pillowcase dresses, 
10 knitted hats, 19 bereavement bags for Diana’s 
Angels, 10 tied fleece blankets, 226 cross bookmarks, 
48 Easter cards, and 72 chalk cross pictures.This was 
so successful that it may become an annual event! 
Great work, St. Paul Lutheran LWML!

Treasure within a blessing!
Irene Gehring, member of Hope 
Lutheran, Seattle, Washington, 
has had the joy of processing mites 
gathered at her church. Recently 
she spied an unusual-looking coin. 
She writes, “What to my wondering 
eyes did appear, but a coin with a 
date of 1864 year! It was an Indian 
Head Penny!” Since that time, Irene 
has been searching the coins for 
dated coins, wheat pennies, and 
silver dimes and quarters. Keep a 
sharp lookout for precious coins in 
your Mite Boxes. You never know 
what treasure you may find!

SPRING 2018 THEME: 
BEING FAMILY
Please share your stories and photos 
of joyful, mission-minded service with 
News Editor Linda Guteres: 
newseditor@lwml.org or 
3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763

Deadline: September 15, 2017. 
Include: name, address, phone, and email.
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I t is said that she began singing 
as soon as she could talk. She 
sang her first solo in church 

for a Baptism at age four and 
competed in her first music festival 
at age eight. When, as a high 
student, Rebecca Smith auditioned 
to sing the National Anthem for 
the Saginaw Spirit hockey games, 
Spirit hockey officials dubbed her 
“the little girl with the big voice!” 
She was on her way to sharing her 
God-given talent for singing with 
growing crowds. 

Rebecca, along with her mother, Mary, 
was invited to the 2010 LWML Michigan 
District Convention where Rebecca sang 
for the President’s Dinner. This launched 
her involvement in the LWML. Rebecca 
returned to sing as entertainment at the 
LWML Michigan District conventions in 
2012 and 2016. At the 2016 convention, 
LWML President Patti Ross was in atten-
dance and, subsequently, invited Re-
becca to share her gift at the 2017 LWML 
Convention in Albuquerque. Rebecca then 
began preparing her repertoire for the 
convention where  LWML would celebrate 
its 75th Anniversary Celebration.
With the support of her mom and dad, 
she searched for period music and attire 
to fit the theme of the decades to be 
highlighted. Her dad, Brent, helped her 
compile a list of songs for the various 
decades as she and her mom scoured sec-
ond-hand stores for period dresses. It was 
a family endeavor to help Rebecca make 
this a memorable experience. Mom and 
Dad were looking forward to traveling to 
Albuquerque to celebrate with LWML and 
witness Rebecca’s performance.
Her family's plans and excitement for the 
convention came to an unexpected halt in 
March of 2017. Brent, Rebecca’s 49-year-
old dad, passed away suddenly from a 
heart attack. It was a shock to the family, 
friends, and our congregation to have lost 
such a wonderful man. The question on 

everyone’s heart was, “Lord, why did You 
allow this to happen?” 
Despite her profound grief and pain, 
Rebecca wanted to sing at her father’s 
funeral. When Rebecca shared that she 
hoped she could get through the song, 
she was told that no one would fault her 
if she could not. She responded, “I have 
to do this for my dad.” We all prayed her 
through that piece!
Rebecca sang “Thy Will” by Hillary Scott. You 
could hear her heartbreak as she sang, but 
she did make it through the song.
In the months following her father’s pass-
ing, Rebecca’s thoughts slowly returned 
to her plans for the LWML convention 
presentation. Arrangements were made 
for her mom to fly out to Albuquerque to 
be with Rebecca. 
Saturday, June 24th, the day of the 
LWML 75th Anniversary Diamond Dazzle 
Celebration, was Rebecca’s mom and dad’s 
28th wedding anniversary. Although it 
was a painful day for her mom, she was 
glad to be in Albuquerque to witness 
the culmination of the hard work done 
to prepare for this event. One of the 
songs Rebecca and her dad chose for the 
evening's program was Whitney Houston’s 
“I Will Always Love You.” 
Her mom shared that Rebecca had dif-
ficulty getting through that song emotion-
ally during her rehearsal earlier that day. 
As we sat and listened and were engaged 
in the 75th Anniversary Celebration, we 
heard Rebecca sing the powerful ballad 
without a single catch in her voice! The 
consummate performer raised her voice 
and her heart in love and gratitude to God 
for His goodness and mercy despite the 
trials of the previous months. 
In addition to performing, Rebecca has 
dedicated her life to serving Him in the 
classroom as she looks to begin teaching 
soon. The “little girl” uses her “big voice” 
in praise to her Lord wherever He leads 
her, sharing the gift He has given her. Q

The Little Girl With The Big Voice
By Cheri Fish, Mission Editor

Mary and Rebecca after the 75th Anniversary 
Diamond Dazzle Celebration
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I certainly saw a lot of that at 
the Albuquerque convention. 
Here are some of my takeaways 
from convention.
•  Convention attendees serving directly by 

participating in servant events, making blood 
donations, and bringing Gifts from the Heart 
they had worked to purchase or make and 
then transported to convention. 

•  Host committee members, serving behind 
the scenes, who had planned for months and 
executed those plans exquisitely! They were 
usually smiling and always helpful, giving 
their time, and caring for all of us.

•  Convention attendees who helped their 
sisters in Christ with various needs during 
convention that we will never know about — 
such as looking for my cellphone!

•  Singing and singing and singing God’s praises 
in so many different songs and rhythms

•  Showing God’s diversity in gifts given in love 
to all of us!

•   Hearing from joyful grant recipients and being 
able to encourage them in their ministries. 
Again, what varied ministries and varied 
personnel God has chosen to share His work 
with! This also would include all the ministries 
exhibiting in our The Above All Exhibit Hall 
who were able to share their stories.

•  An overall joyful feeling for convention. I am 
sure not only celebrating our history was a 
key thing, but also looking ahead to our future 
and embracing the challenges together. We 
saw our largest Young Woman Representative 
class and many first-timers whom we pray will 
catch the vision and go forward, treasuring 
our history while also bringing new ideas, 
new skills, and a new awareness of mission 
outreach into our future.

•  Church workers — from our LCMS President 
to our church secretaries, President and CEO 
of Lutheran Hour Ministries, to our LCMS 
college students and deaconesses — partici-
pating with us, the women’s auxiliary of the 
LCMS, in our celebration and our work and 
learning more about what we do across our 
40 districts. 

•   It made me proud to see the work of the 75th 
Anniversary Committee come to fruition  — 
from the uniquely designed logo, beautiful 75th 
banner, history exhibit, and the Radiant Reflec-
tions book, to the Saturday night Diamond 
Dazzle celebration. I thank God for the generous 
donor who financed all of the 75th Anniversary 
celebration so that our mite offerings would 
continue to go to the mission grants. 

•  I also rejoice that the 75th Anniversary Thank 
Offering was so generously supported by 
the convention. To God be the glory! I was so 
inspired by our worship services and thank our 
LWML Counselors and all the pastors who gave 
Holy Communion to the thousands attending. 
I know their service was to the glory of God 
and for the blessings of all at convention. 

•  My favorite part of convention, other than the 
worship service, is the parade of the 71 flags 
representing the countries of the world where 
LWML Mission Grants have been given. The 
Holy Spirit moves across the world! What an 
encouragement and joy that brings to me.

I could go on and on. I really had a great time. 
I enjoyed seeing so many of you. I thank you for 
praying for me, for all the little remembrance 
gifts given to me, and especially for having 
your presence there with me, giving me reason 
and encouragement to Serve the Lord with 
Gladness and proclaim Jesus Christ Above All! Q

Patti

FROM PRESIDENT PATTI

Serve the Lord 
with Gladness! 

The Little Girl With The Big Voice
By Cheri Fish, Mission Editor
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BE READYWritten by Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr.

Customize your congregation’s celebration of LWML Sunday through the 
LWML website: www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday.
•  Download an ingathering litany, sermon, and children’s message written by Rev. Dr. 

Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
• Purchase or download letter- and legal-sized preprinted bulletin covers.
•  Download the banner pattern and a PowerPoint presentation.
•  Purchase new mission grant bookmarks.
•  Order New Children’s Mite Boxes, free of charge, to be distributed at Sunday School 

or as part of the children’s message.

For assistance or questions, contact the LWML office: 1-800-252-5965 or www.lwml.org.

Promote the mission of the LWML by celebrating LWML Sunday.


