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PRAYING THE PSALMS
Based on Psalm 8
By Sheila Lutz

O Lord, You are marvelous! 
The majesty of Your delicate 
fingers is in the shape-filled 
heavens, the mountains that tower 

over us, Your still waters, and in Your people. 
Your universe declares You glorious! 
When I look at Your creation — who am I that 
You think about me? Who are these other 
people for whom You care, and why do You 
think about them? 
We were made not only to glorify You, but 
also to reflect Your glory and Your love. 
Sometimes we forget to be like little children 
and laugh and love and revel in being Yours. 
Too busy to notice, we forget that each 
individual is the special work of Your hands.  
Today, help me to see Your glory in others. 
When they are joyous, let me see Your glory 
through their eyes. When they are sad or in 
need of wisdom, let them see Your glory and 
Your love through this child of God.  
You have crowned each of us with glory and 
honor. You have given us jobs to do in Your 
world; help me serve You faithfully. Show me 
how I can serve others and how I can help 
others serve. 
God of new beginnings, today — this week — 
this year — show me how I can begin anew 
with those already in my life and how to take 
a step of faith in a new relationship, a new 
job, a new mission trip, a new … What do You 
want me to do next, Lord?  
You have not made us to go it alone. From 
whom can I learn? Who needs my help today? 
Where can I serve You best? Open my eyes 
to encourage others, to engage someone in 
something I love, to learn a new path, to enjoy 
each step of this life You give me, and to serve 
You with my whole being. 
Some days I won’t feel like rejoicing. Some 
days I won’t be wise. Some days I won’t under-
stand Your path, but let me say each day:
“I trust You, Lord. By the power of Your Name, 
Your Son, and Your Spirit, I seek to reflect Your 
glory, wisdom, and love. O Lord, my Lord, how 
majestic is Your Name in all the earth!” Amen! Q

is the acronym for “by the Way (Jesus). ”  
It sets the tone for the current issue.

btw ...
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EDITOR’S
note

Nancy Graf Peters, Editor-in-Chief

As the doors of the Fort Worth hotel 
elevator parted, I froze when I recog-
nized one of the women inside. My eyes 
questioned, “Are we allowed to join you, 
or should we wait for the next car?” But 
she grinned and beckoned us inside. 
The woman leaned over to read my 
7-year-old daughter’s convention badge 
and smiled. “We have the same name!” 
She continued, “Would you like to be a 
member of the LWML someday?” 
My daughter declared confidently, if not 
a bit defiantly, “I already am a member 
of the LWML.” Aghast that my child’s 
response might have come across as 
too sassy, I searched for words to cover 
any offense. The woman’s face revealed 
nothing but love for my child’s remark 
and acceptance for her mom. From that 
day in June 1987, two Elizabeths I loved. 
Elizabeth “Betty” Duda was elected 
LWML President later that day. 
Dozens of hugs and words of congratu-
lations following her election caused 
Betty to be last on the dining room 
buffet line; she wasn’t alone. A father-
daughter trip to the zoo that morning 
led to the other late-arriving Elizabeth 
filling up her plate right next to Betty. 
Both Elizabeths chatted easily about 
the special day they had experienced.
The two Elizabeths met up again the 
next year when, as  zone president, I 
chaired our LWML Atlantic District's 
convention host committee. Betty was 
our banquet speaker. At the close of 
convention, on the day of my 35th birth-
day, Betty pressed a Personnel Resource 
Form into my hands, encouraging me to 
fill it out and give to my district presi-
dent so that I might be considered for a 
national committee. 
I heard nothing more after that but 
realized not everyone gets an oppor-
tunity to serve. Years later, that district 

president revealed to me she had 
chosen not to submit my form, think-
ing I was too young and inexperienced. 
I assured her I held no regrets for her 
decision. To this day, Romans 8:28, my 
favorite verse (and Betty’s) reminds me 
in all things God works for the good.
Ten years later, I was elected district 
president. Betty was invited to be the 
guest speaker for my final convention, 
which coincided with my soon-to-
be-married Elizabeth’s birthday; she 
traveled home from college that 
weekend to serve as my page and to 
see her friend Betty. 
At each national convention, I would 
seek Betty out, receiving encourage-
ment for my LWML journey. At the 
Des Moines convention, in 2015, we 
shared what was to be our final earthly 
conversation, filled with the same loving 
affirmation I received the day we met 
on the elevator. 
Betty looked radiant as we said our 
goodbyes. The convention photogra-
pher happened to be standing nearby 
and snapped the photo that appears on 
the following page.
Shortly before this past Christmas, after 
learning Betty had entered hospice, 
I whispered into my Elizabeth’s ear, 
“Betty’s dying,” my eyes welling up. 
The words Betty’s pastor spoke during 
her funeral sermon comfort me to this 
day: “God is with you in your tears. Your 
sorrow is born of love and is godly in 
His sight.”

Two 
Elizabeths 
I Love
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Dr. Elizabeth “Betty” Duda, 
International LWML President 
from 1987–1991, died December 

24, 2016, at the age of 84. Born in 
Chicago, Betty, a lifelong Lutheran, 
attended Concordia University Chicago 
and was called to teach at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church and School in Slavia, 
Florida. In 1951 she met John, her 
soulmate of 64 years; they were blessed 
with six daughters, nine grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren.
Betty, who also served her Lord as the 
LWML Florida-Georgia District President 
and ILWML Mission Projects Director, 
determined early in her term that 
everything would be done for only one 
reason — to glorify the Lord. Betty’s 
dedication to her Savior profoundly 
influenced the people she loved and 
served. She wanted the LWML to 
become a stronger faith and service 
organization that would attract and 
better represent all Lutheran women.
She was the first woman elected to the 
board of Concordia College, Bronxville, 
New York, where she served as 
chairman for five years. She completed 
terms as chair with Lutheran World 
Relief, Lutheran Association of 
Missionaries and Pilots, and one term 
as vice chair of the Board of Directors of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
Her service on numerous boards 
included: Concordia University 
Chicago; Concordia University, St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Wheat Ridge Foundation; 
Aid Association for Lutherans; 
POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran 
Outreach); Mill Neck Manor for the 
Deaf; Women’s Leadership Institute at 
Concordia Wisconsin; and Lutheran 
Hour Ministries (LHM) Foundation.
“She was always like the energizer 
bunny,” said her daughter Elizabeth. 
“She was a role model and helped 
mentor others because she wanted to 
pass that legacy on and help show that 
you can really make a difference.” 

Blessed with a quick mind and a love 
of traveling, Betty graduated from 
high school two years early and had 
the opportunity, over a lifetime, to 
visit all 50 states and 60 countries. 
When serving as a representative at an 
LWML Discipling Woman Seminar 
in Anchorage, Alaska, Betty was 
the recipient of a surprise: the zone 
planned for Betty to take a ride with 
the dogsled team that had run the 
famous Iditarod race. Recalling that 
event at the LHM 100th Anniversary 
event in October 2016 brought a smile 
to Betty’s face and twinkle in her eye as 
she laughingly said, “That was fun!” 
Years ago when interviewed with other 
LWML past presidents for an article in 
a Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Betty 
emphasized LWML’s theme by saying, 
“When we talk about serving the Lord 
with gladness — and I always add ‘and 
joy’ — that’s how it is in the LWML. 
We are a mission organization. We’re 
dedicated to the Great Commission. 
When you are doing that, you are 
developing leadership.”  
Betty shared, “My greatest obstacle over 
the years has been convincing people 
that I just wanted to serve the Lord. I 
had no agenda, no political motivation 
at all. Everything I’ve done is to serve.” 
A daughter of encouragement, Betty 
saw not problems but opportunities, 
according to her pastor, Rev. Greg 
LeSieur. “She loved Jesus, loved going 
to meetings, and loved living by the 
sea, where she and John made their 
home in Cocoa Beach.”
LWML President Patti Ross emphasized 
Betty Duda truly was a celebrating 
servant. “We are sad to lose such a great 
sister in Christ, yet we are joyful as we 
think of Betty with Jesus celebrating His 
birth on Christmas Eve and Day.” 
A funeral service was held Tuesday, 
December 27, at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Oviedo, Florida. Many in her 
LWML family were present. Q

Virginia Von Seggern
Betty had an innate ability to read 
financial reports and taught us all 
to discern and understand them. At 
the time she was LWML President 
everything was handwritten. Once 
she successfully wrote four or five 
Quarterly President’s columns, 
but they never reached St. Louis 
by U.S. Mail. Gone, forever! 

Ida Mall 
It was a core value for Betty to 
save everything. In her legendary 
LWML closet, Betty stored all the 
materials and manuals from the 
thousands of LWML gatherings 
she attended. 
The last time Betty and I spent a 
great deal of time together was at 
the Des Moines convention. I can 
still see her face as she opened her 
hotel door, so happy to see me. 
God allowed me to serve Betty 
by pushing her wheelchair. At the 
convention in Albuquerque I will 
so miss her because I followed her 
in processions and sat next to her 
in sessions.

Gloria Edwards
When we were together several 
years ago, Betty’s health had 
begun to decline, and she told me 
that she didn’t think she had many 
years left. Her words to me, “Please 
tell everyone not to be sad. I’m 
ready for heaven.”

Additional memorials by Past Presidents at: 
www.lwml.org/lutheran-womans-quarterly

Remembering Betty
By Carol von Soosten with Nancy Graf Peters
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Wendysuemeet

By Becky Wehrspann

4 S P R I N G  2017



The love of music came early 
and naturally for her. She 
emulated Amy Grant as a 
child, singing into a hairbrush 

in front of a mirror. She began songwriting 
before she could drive, and she kept an 
airliner full of strangers at attention with 
“How Great Thou Art.” She has shared the 
love of Jesus through song in 26 states, 
with a goal to hit all 50. She’ll get one 
state closer this summer when she leads 
us in song at our 75th Anniversary LWML 
Convention in Albuquerque. Her bubbly 
personality is contagious and she truly 
loves serving our Lord through music. 
I invite you to pull up a chair and get 
to know Wendysue Fluegge with me.

How did you first become involved with LWML?
I had been praying over getting connected to the LWML, 
even at the local level. Then I happened to go to a 
luncheon at Concordia (Mequon, Wisconsin), and sitting at 
the table with me was [LWML Past President] Jan Wendorf! 
We ended up having coffee and lunch and talking about 
women’s ministry, and she connected me to [current LWML 
President] Patti Ross, and the rest is history. It’s so fun to 
look back and say, “Wow! God had this all planned.”

God started that plan for your life long ago. What parts 
of your childhood influenced where you’re at today?  
I was raised in a Christian home with godly parents. My 
mom was a singer in the church choir, and I remember 
going to choir practice and doing my homework while she 
was singing with the adult choir. I went to parochial grade 
school, had many opportunities to sing in church, and was 
also surrounded by God’s Word at home. My childhood 
dream was to be a professional singer. 

What paths did God use for you to realize your dream? 
Being raised in a Christian home, surrounded by church 
music and things of God, really influenced my early writing. 
The summer of sixth grade I was cast as little orphan Annie 
(at the community playhouse). I fell in love with the stage, 
the music, theater, and drama. 
I met my first piano teacher there, who approached my 
mom and said, “Maybe you want to think about her getting 
piano lessons.” My mom sewed alterations for a living; my 
dad was a modest worker at a grocery store and had a 

painting business of his own. We didn’t have a lot of extra 
funds. A client asked Mom to sew him a 3-piece suit, and in 
exchange for the suit, he gave us a piano! I had lessons for 
6 months until the money ran out. 
I didn’t have a lesson again until college, but by then was 
already hooked on songwriting and singing. That was the 
path God had me on — He put people in my way to connect 
me and steer me to music and provided what we needed.

How did your family support you?
I met my husband in my last year of college, studying vocal 
performance at Concordia (Mequon). During our first year 
of marriage, he took me to a studio to record the lyrics and 
songs I had written. A year later we recorded my first CD. 
God provided musicians — friends who played drums and 
bass guitar and others who were interested in playing with 
me. I started calling churches locally, telling them who I 
was — that I would love to come and share. That was how 
it started, and God took it from there. 
My current family, this wonderful unit that God has given 
to us, is very supportive. God put me together with Craig, 
whom I’ve been married to for 21 years. Craig is a designer 
— I’ve got the music side down, and he’s got the visual 
side down. Our daughter is very gifted musically and 
artistically. She’s been singing with me since she was born. 
Our son is a drummer and very artistically gifted as well, 
and has recorded some songs with me. Our children are 
very supportive of what I do. For many years our family has 
traveled together. The kids were around the church — they 
were constantly in church services and up front singing 
with me. That’s been their life. 

Even with these unique opportunities, what struggles 
or difficulties have you faced?
Traveling as a family actually ties into the struggle, because 
it’s not easy being gone so many weekends out of the year. 
Being on the road is a different life than being at home. It 
was exciting half the time and tiring half the time.
Another challenge is that I’m an independent artist and 
musician. I have to call congregations, handle all my own 
promotional things, make my own contacts, do all the 
work — the leg work, the physical work, all the planning 
and preparation, and it’s a lot of work! 
My biggest struggle, honestly, is that balance between 
this world — the way we communicate through the 
internet, and the way people are communicated with by 
videos — to having a ministry and business, where an 
online presence is a necessity. There’s so much involved to 
keep that going, and I never want to muddy down whom I 
work for, which is the Lord Jesus Christ. And what I want to 
do — I don’t want to have all these fans and followers for 
my glory — I want it to be for the Lord. And I want it to be 
encouraging and inspiring for people living out their faith. 
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You want your music to be an encouragement to those who 
hear it, but how are you encouraged, and where do you find 
your encouragement?
I am a very relational person. I’d always thought I was most 
passionate about music, but I’m most passionate about people! I 
get encouragement from helping people see what God is doing 
in their life and to be closer connected to Him. That’s my main 
encouragement place — to get a chance to play just a tiny part, 
one link in the chain, of wherever God needs to lead them to 
where He wants them to be. 

What other tools, besides music, do you use in your daily life?
Scripture is number one. Every day I am in the habit of thanking 
the Lord for my blessings. I practice being in the habit of saying 
out loud and listing my blessings and talking to God about them. 
Another thing I do every day is pray for someone else. That turns 
the focus away from us and on to others, which is where we need 
to be. The last thing is physical exercise. I believe it’s important to 
take care of this vessel that the Holy Spirit dwells in. If we are lovers 
of the Lord, and we want to work for Him, we need to be healthy to 
work for Him. 

Describe the mission opportunities you’ve had in working 
for the Lord. 
This is one thing I’m really excited about, being connected to the 
LWML, because we are all missionaries! This everyday missionary 
thing is a running theme in my life. God has opened up so many 
opportunities in conversations. 
It started years back when I would fly for ministry trips. I couldn’t 
sleep — the Holy Spirit kept nudging me to “talk to the person next 
to you … talk to the person next to you.” He wouldn’t leave me 
alone! The more I practice having conversations and being obedient 
to take in the opportunities that God puts before me, the more I see 
His hand continually working and connecting people to Him. 
I have my guitar with me whenever I fly — it’s a conversation piece 
automatically. I had a chance to play as we were flying over Kansas, 
37,000 feet up! The crew gave me the microphone and let me sing 
to this cabin full of strangers. It was awesome! Those are some of 
the mission opportunities I have in everyday life. 
If we just open our mouths and start sharing, God will be there, 
He’ll orchestrate it, and it makes a difference in their lives. It’s Jesus 
transforming me and talking through me. I’m excited to share that 
with the LWML women — think of yourself as a missionary. You 
don’t have to go to Africa to talk to people about the Lord to make 
a difference in their faith walk.

You might not travel to Africa, but what are some of your favorite 
places you’ve been to?
This United States of ours is beautiful. Every state has its own 
beauty, and I appreciate all of it. I don’t get to sightsee as much as 
I’d like to, but I still get to see the general lay of the land. 

The Denver flight crew who allowed Wendysue to sing 37,000 feet over Kansas.

Wendysue with husband, Craig, and teens, Collin and Miranda, 

after singing the National Anthem for the Milwaukee Brewers.

“Think of yourself as a 
missionary. You don’t have to 
go to Africa to talk to people 

about the Lord to make a 
difference in their faith walk.”

Sharing Scripture 
and song with a 
southern drawl 

at a women's 
breakfast
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I am a mountains and rivers girl! I’ve gotten to sing outdoors 
on the back of a flatbed truck —which is crazy and weird, 
but it is fun! I’ve had a chance — twice — to sing at Miller 
Park baseball stadium. With no instrumentation or anything, 
you purely sing with only your voice with this lovely echo of 
the anthem of our country. 
One of the most meaningful times singing the National 
Anthem was last September at The Moving Wall (Vietnam 
memorial). My family was broken and estranged for a long, 
long time and just recently was healed. My parents came 
and my dad (a Vietnam veteran) was present. I sang the 
anthem for the veterans right in front of The Moving Wall — 
it was so beautiful, meaningful, and emotional. 

What are some of your other favorite hymns, songs, or a 
favorite of your own original work?
There are so many great hymns. I really like “How Great Thou 
Art” — my grandparents were singers, and I remember my 
grandfather belting that out. “What a Friend We Have In 
Jesus” — I love that it focuses on prayer and talks about our 
sins forgiven, friendship, and companionship. I also really 
like “Jesus Savior Pilot Me.” I can use it when driving, knowing 
that he’s piloting my car and my teenagers’ cars when they’re 
driving; I can use it on the plane, knowing that he’s the Pilot 
over the pilot. 
My favorite Praise and Worship song is “Bless the Lord, 10,000 
Reasons.” I’ve always enjoyed the text from that song; in fact, 
the words are my confirmation verses from Psalm 103. I also 
enjoy “Lord I Lift Your Name On High” — it’s kind of a classic. 
We do that at every concert that I sing, because we can do 
actions and move our bodies while singing that song. 
My new CD “Bold” is my favorite original work right now. It’s 
new, it’s fresh: they’re recent songs that God has given me in 
this season of my life. Both my teenagers played on a couple 
of the songs and sang. I’m excited that the Lord allowed me to 
do it, and I’m excited to share it in Albuquerque, with some of 
those same arrangements that we’ll be singing together.

Looking to Albuquerque — what are you most 
excited about?
I’m so excited to have all those women in one place and 
praising and encouraging and learning together. It’s going 
to be energizing! I am thrilled to meet the women there, and 
I am praying that I can be a tiny little part — a little link in 
the chain of their faith journey. I want to encourage them in 
their missionary life to know they are important and they are 
going to be used by the Lord wherever He has planted them. 
I want to love on them and encourage them and support 
their faith journey. Q

Wendysue Fluegge, a singer/songwriter from Menomonee Falls, 
Wisconsin, attends Brookfield Lutheran Church with her husband and 
two teenage children.

Faith and family ...
Every single birthday card I got from my 
grandmother while I was growing up had 
Proverbs 3:5–6 written in it. I used to think 
“There it is again … there it is again” and 
now I hold on to those verses with my 
life. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make straight your path. I love those verses 
— they are so dear to me — and I think of 
my grandmother every time I quote them. 

And I love — as a mom — I love using 
Philippians 4:6–8; six and seven I used a lot 
in a really tough season of ministry for me. 
I was very anxious, very stressed; there 
was a lot going on. I would quote that on 
my way home every day, Don’t be anxious 
about anything. And I love verse eight, 
particularly as a mom. That helps us as 
Christians to know what not to participate 
in as much as what to participate in.

Leading music at Our Savior Lutheran in the beautiful mountains of McCall, Idaho
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Proverbs 3:5–6 … again?
By Wendysue Fluegge

Sometimes the verses were printed on the card; sometimes 
written out by hand. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge 

Him, and He will direct your paths. Other times it was just the reference 
“Proverbs 3:5–6” noted after her signature. But it was there, scrawled in 
every single birthday card and correspondence during my childhood 
years. And not just in my cards, but in my siblings’ cards as well. 
We wondered if it was the only verse in Grandma’s Bible. Was it 
simply the only Scripture reference she recalled when writing us? 
Did she think it was OUR favorite? Certainly, it must be hers! 
Through the years, it was the brunt of a joke or two as we opened 
her envelopes, knowing full well that familiar verse would be 
grinning at us from somewhere on the card stock. Proverbs 3:5–6 
was assigned some resentment during those years, since it wasn’t 
usually accompanied by a present, nor attached to a warm, personal 
relationship. Our grandparents lived over 20 hours away, and 
communication between them and my parents was strained, so we 
rarely spent time together. 
My teenage years brought rejection by friends and disappointment 
in dating boys who didn’t love the Lord. As most adolescents do, I 
challenged my parents, testing the authority and boundaries that 
didn’t make sense to me … lean not on your own understanding. 
Then came regret and shame from choices made in college when I 
failed to seek God’s direction before I took action … in all your ways, 
acknowledge Him.
Grandma continued writing and invited me to spend the summer 
before graduation with her and my Grandpa. I saw it as a chance for 
this cold Wisconsin girl to tan on the Florida beaches. They saw it as a 
chance to fill me with Scripture, share daily devotions, and pray over 
me. That summer didn't bring major transformation, but I witnessed 
their everyday authentic faith. 
We lived a long string of messy roller coaster days as my 
grandparents laid one small block after another onto the foundation 
of my faith. Age and experience made me wise, perseverance 
brought character, and small spiritual stones lovingly placed over 
weeks and years built a monument. Train up a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Now, when fear over my own adventurous teenagers pounds its 
way into in my mind, those treasured words etched into my memory 
whisper to my soul … Trust in the Lord with all your heart. When I am 
struggling over a decision, I am quicker to acknowledge Him in all my 
ways and watch Him direct my path — over and over and over again. 
Grandpa has gone to be with Jesus, but Grandma is still here, walking 
healthy and strong with her Lord at age 93. I thank God for her faithful-
ness and refer to her as one of my most influential faith mentors. 
I never told her how I used to feel about Proverbs 3:5–6. 
Perhaps I should. Q

Train up a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old he 

will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)
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Young
women

I became involved with 
LWML through my mother’s 
influence. Because of what 
she shared with me, I learned 

that the next generation has to 
carry the torch and continue 
God’s work. 
For the past five-plus years I 

have taught Vacation Bible School for 13 to 17 year olds. 
I have had from 15 to 23 children daily! I believe God 
uses me during VBS to make a difference in the young 
folks’ lives — and mine too. There’s an overwhelming joy 
that springs up when I, through Jesus Christ, give what 
someone gave to me.
Joy comes in many ways for these teen servants: smiling 
and laughing while praising Him through song, dance, 
and servant activities. The kids get a kick out of seeing 
me on my motorcycle. I give them rides, interact with 
them, and share God’s Word as I encourage them to 
come to Sunday School and church. 
My challenge is to stay focused on the positives not the 
negatives in ministry — to keep moving forward — no 
matter what happens.
I was a Heart to Heart Sister at the 2015 LWML Convention 
in Des Moines. This was fabulous! It was a great experi-
ence. I especially enjoyed the fellowship with the ladies 
from the various cities and states. I felt so special when I 
walked in with the other Heart to Heart Sisters carrying 
the flag for H2H. I was a celebrity for the Lord! 

Praise to You, God, from 
whom all blessings flow.
I know Your grace covers all my 
sins and shortcomings. There are 
so many things that pull at my 
desires — so many times I make 
the wrong choices. When life 
knocks me down, You are there 
to pick me up. You’re there 
at my lowest. When I read 
2 Corinthians, I think, “Who wants 
to boast of their weaknesses? I 
sure don’t! What is there to boast 
about?” But then I remember 
Your great love for me. Thank You 
for Your forgiveness and all that 
You do for me. Those are things 
I can boast about. You are Great 
— even in my weaknesses. That’s 
something I can learn to boast of. 
Thank You for being patient with 
me. Amen.

Dear Experienced Woman in Mission,I’ve really been enjoying reading the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. Thank you for sharing this great publication with me. Some of the articles and devotions were just what I needed to read! In the winter issue, I saw information about the convention in Albuquerque. It was a bit overwhelming, but I am intrigued. It seems like there are many opportunities to serve at the convention. I was also excited to read about the Bible study leader. From what I read, it seems like this year is a big anniversary for the LWML. Can you tell me more about this celebration?I would really like to go. What do they offer young women? Since I am still learning so much about LWML, I was wondering if there is an LWML 101 session or something like that. I am hoping to introduce some other young women at my church to LWML and am really hoping one of them will want to come with me to Albuquerque. Please write soon, and tell me more about the convention.
Thanks,
Young Woman

Spotlight on 
a Young Woman
Spotlight on 
a Young Woman
Shenita Bost

But He said 
to me, “My 

grace is 
sufficient 

for you, for 
My power is 

made perfect 
in weakness.” 

Therefore I will 
boast all the 

more gladly of 
my weaknesses, 

so that the 
power of 

Christ may rest 
upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:19 (ESV)

Go to www.lwml.org/wmu for 

resources to learn more about 

the mission and ministry of LWML 

(including an LWML 101 course).

Find more information about the 

LWML convention in Albuquerque 

at www.lwml.org/2017-convention.
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On Sunday mornings after 
leaving the Salvation Army 
homeless shelter, Donna Lee 

would often walk about one mile to 
a bench in a small park, shaded by 
massive magnolia trees. When you 
are homeless and a woman, you look 
for safe places to spend idle hours. An 
imposing stone church stood sentry 
over the park, another safeguard.
Donna grew up in the French Quarter of New Orleans in a 
faithful Catholic home; her father was a baker, her mom stayed 
home with the children, who all attended Catholic schools.
A hard worker who always had a roof over her head, Donna 
never expected to become homeless at the age of 58. But 
her life took a tumble five years ago with a succession of 
devastating hardships — a hurricane, a flood, a suicide, 
cancer, and gentrification — put her on the streets.
”I never imagined this life,” she said, ”But all my family and 
friends had died, and I ran out of options.”

She never thought she’d learn how to live on the street with 
just the clothes on her back and a few items in a bag, to wash 
up in a gas station restroom, to nurse a 50-cent cup of coffee 
for hours at a local fastfood restaurant, to find churches 
offering free lunch, to sit in the library on a rainy day, and to 
learn to sleep in an ER waiting room, a bus shelter, and an 
abandoned house “with one eye open.”
”You have to keep your wits about you all the time,” she said.
A widow, whose husband died in a freak accident when he was 
42, Donna’s fall into homelessness began with catastrophic 
Katrina, the hurricane that crashed through her city in August 
2005. The largest residential disaster in U.S. history, Hurricane 
Katrina caused the death of 986 residents and destroyed 

Finding Home 
LIVING ON THE STREETS OF NEW ORLEANS

                           By Christine S. Weerts

Photo courtesy of LCMS Communications/Erik M. Lunsford
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70 percent of the housing. Sitting in her third-story apartment, 
Donna watched torrents of filthy floodwaters rush through the 
streets. She saw dead bodies float past.
”It was like a wasteland all around us,” said Donna. She never 
left the city, getting by with friends, a generator, and a strong 
resolve. She rescued animals and helped clean up tons of trash 
and debris. ”You wouldn’t believe the devastation.”
Jobs were scarce as the city struggled to rebuild. She used up 
all her reserves while working as housekeeper at a bed and 
breakfast. She thought she had weathered the storm until a 
year later when its aftermath touched off a storm in her own 
life, a downward spiral of hardship she was helpless to stop. 
Her landlord, who was also a good friend, was so stressed by 
the storm and inner demons he committed suicide. The friend 
who took over the house payments developed cancer and 
died three years later.
Then the home was sold to an investor, as many of the 
homes were after the hurricane, who nearly tripled the rent. 
“That’s when I became homeless,” she said. It was just after 
Christmas 2011. 
She struggled to get back on her feet. But even with odd jobs, 
she said, you can’t get ahead after you pay bus fare, food, and 
$10 for a night at the shelter. Worse was becoming “invisible” 
to people around her. In her own hometown, she had no 
friends; she even had to give up her cat.
So she would spend Sunday mornings in the little park in the 
Broadmoor community. She looked up at the towering cross-
topped spire; but it was Gloria Dei Lutheran Church and she 
was Catholic. Each Sunday, she watched musicians — black 
and white — walk up the steps of the church, carrying their 
instruments. She heard the music and singing wafting through 
the open doors on hot summer days. 
One day, she worked up the courage to walk in.
“Hi, my name is Donna and I’m homeless,” she said.
She was immediately welcomed by the small but friendly 
congregation that "believes in hugging," she said.
That was three years ago, and she’s been there ever since. She 
loves her “wonderful church family” and their ministry to the 
community. She volunteers each week at the food pantry, 
giving out hundreds of bags of food each month, cooks for the 
summer youth program, and helps clean the church. 
“I really believe God sent me through that door, and I have 
been blessed ever since. I love it. The pastor is wonderful; I love 
his sermons and his Bible studies.”
The Gloria Dei LWML responded to her with love: they raised 
the funds to buy Donna much-needed dentures. 
“When she first came, she was shy and unsure of us,” said Tami 
Boura, a member at the church and LWML for over 30 years. 
“She became part of our family. She’s always willing to assist 
with anything we are doing; she always wants to be involved. 
“She’s made a big impact on the young people in our church 
— to see someone who has nothing giving so much. She 
put a face on the word homeless. She showed us that being 

homeless doesn’t mean mean that you aren’t Christ-like. 
“We’ve learned the importance of accepting people for who 
they are, not for what they have or don’t have.” 
“She reminds me of the widow and her mite,” said Pastor 
Gregory Manning. “She is indeed a widow, and she works very 
hard to give all she can to this church. That Donna walked 
into our church from the park where homeless stay makes me 
more keenly aware of the needs in our community,” he said. 
“Since then I’ve seen many more people who have either slept 
on the front steps of the church or in the park. Her situation 
has definitely allowed us to understand that all people are 
welcome in God’s house.”
This story doesn’t have a happy, home-sweet-home ending. 
Donna still doesn’t have a home. (But she does have an 
address — she gets her mail at Gloria Dei!) She has been 
sidelined multiple times by the agencies designated to help 
the homeless. At 62, she is too old to qualify for most jobs and 
too young for benefits. But a friend she met at the shelter lets 
her sleep on a mat in her apartment.
This story, however, does have a happy, heart-full-of-faith 
ending. Donna has found a family and a faith that sustains her 
through the trials of homelessness and dispossession. 
She keeps giving. The people of Gloria Dei, with a grant 
from the LCMS Stand With Your Community, have started a 
homeless day shelter. They offer computers, connections to 
services, help with endless paperwork, Bible studies, meals, 
emergency supplies, and a laundry facility. It’s a congregation 
dedicated to its mission — Love2: Love Jesus, Love You. And, 
of course, there is someone there, working, helping, listening, 
who understands their life better than most.
“I’ve always been religious,” said Donna. “I don’t worry about 
the future. I know it’s all in God’s time, and we don’t run on the 
same time schedule. I know it’s coming. Just like the Holy Spirit 
pointed me through those doors that Sunday morning, I know 
He never forgets me.
“I love my Jesus and I know my Jesus loves me.”  Q

LCMS Communications/Erik M. Lunsford
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In each of our lives 40 years ago, we were defining and pursuing 
our passions and raising our children. Jennifer, in addition to 
raising two sons, was helping her husband in his business and 

later coordinated mentoring groups for young women. They 
retired four years ago from their work. Sandy, an accountant by 
profession, was home raising her children and didn’t even know 
her future would include church administration and multiple 
mission trips. She is about to retire after 20 years of service in our 
church. And then there is me: a mother, grandmother, therapist, 
and a church retreat leader for over 40 years. I, too, am starting to 
wind down my private practice. 
As we reflected on this season of our lives, we remarked that many 
of the new Christian books we read seem to be directed at those 
who are starting the race. Young people are being encouraged to 
surrender their lives to God and to pursue whatever God is leading 
them to do, with passion and boundless energy. We agreed we 
really weren’t going to be running that fast, considering one in our 
group just had hip surgery and another needs knee surgery! 
We began sharing insights of what could be contained in a book 
for those of us who have been running the race and pursuing 
our passion for most of our adult lives. We know we will never 
retire from running the race — God can and does use us at any 
age. But what might the race look like at this season?
•  The three of us all have aging parents. Not everyone our age 

has parents who are still living here on earth, but there are 

Two friends and I — all women 
over 60 — recently met to discuss 

a book based on the prophet 
Jeremiah’s life. The book, written 

more than 40 years ago, was 
published about the same time the 

three of us were starting to “run 
with the horses” in our areas of 

Christian ministry and family life. 

          A Race to the Finish

widows and widowers in every church and 
community. 1 Timothy 5:3–4 says: Give proper 
recognition to those widows who are really in 
need. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, 
these should learn first of all to put their religion 
into practice by caring for their own family and so 
repaying their parents and grandparents, for this 
is pleasing to God. In this season, much of our 
race may well include doing errands, providing 
transportation to doctor appointments, and 
visiting with the elderly in our midst. 

•  For many it is time to “pass the baton” to younger 
people by sharing the skills and wisdom God 
has given us throughout our professional lives. 
Mentoring is an important part of that.

•  Mentoring also includes sharing our experience 
and wisdom with younger women and young 
mothers. Likewise, teach the older women to be 
reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 
Then they can urge the younger women to love 
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled 
and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to 
be subject to their husbands, so that no one will 
malign the word of God (Titus 2:3–5). 

By Jill K. Dodge
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•  This part of the race allows us opportunity to pursue and enjoy 
things we never had the time to try. Those things we referred to 
when we uttered the phrase “one day I think I would like to try” 
range from taking an art class, going on a mission trip, learning 
a new language, travelling, growing our own vegetables, or 
volunteering. In Ecclesiastes 3:11–12, we read: He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end. I know that there is nothing better for people 
than to be happy and  to do good while they live.

•  We intentionally need to continue to pass the legacy of 
our faith to our children and grandchildren. I will sing of 
the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your 
faithfulness known through all generations (Psalms 89:1). 
This includes sharing our faith and our traditions with our 
families, setting aside moments to speak words of Scripture, 
singing hymns, and praying with each other in the name 
of Jesus. Look for opportunities, as an extended family, to 
serve Him and share His Good News with others.

•  At this time in our world, and especially in our country, we 
must learn to be grounded in our faith and in God’s Word. We 
already see opposition to biblical truth. 1 Peter 4:12a: Dear 
friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come 
on you to test you. We want to be able to give a testimony of 
our faith. 1 Peter 3:15: Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. This means 
standing for what we believe rather than railing against 
some issue that troubles us. 

•  This season in our race should give us more time to pray 
as our schedules and commitments begin to wind down. 
Being an intercessor is one of the most powerful things 
we can do for the Kingdom of God. 

•  And finally, as we enter this season of our lives, it should 
allow us more uninterrupted time to spend with Him in 
Word and prayer. Even though God is not bound by time 
or space, we are. Many of us have been so rushed and 
have had so many interruptions it has been difficult, at 
best, to carve out a consistent quiet time.

As we look at the lives of those who have finished the 
race well, we can learn from them. What sustained 
them as they ran to the finish? When Billy Graham was 
interviewed at age 92, he was asked:  “If you had it to do 
over again, what would you do differently?” His response 
was: “I would spend more time in prayer and meditation 
and telling the Lord how much I love and adore Him.” 

We are encouraged and inspired by God’s Word. 
Please ponder these words as you reflect on 
how you might finish the race you are running: 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God 
(Hebrews 12:1–2). Q

Be faithful 
unto death, 
and I will 
give you the 
crown of life.
 Revelation 2:10b (ESV)

Jill K. Dodge, a Christian counselor and staff member of LCMS-
sponsored Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat Center in Arizona for church 
professionals, attends Christ Lutheran Church, La Mesa, California.
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GRANTS @work

Beyond the Basics
LWML GRANT ASSISTS LHM’S REFUGEE OUTREACH EFFORTS 
By Chad Fix, Corporate Communications Manager for Lutheran Hour Ministries with Cheri Fish, Mission Editor

Lutheran Hour Ministries’ 
“Mission Outreach 

to At-Risk Women and 
Children in Refugee 
Camps—Lebanon” grant 
was one of 19 approved for 
the 2015–2017 biennium 
at the 2015 Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League 
Convention in Des Moines, 
Iowa. The LWML provided 

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) with a grant of $72,000 to help: 
•  share the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ to the 

Arabic-speaking people and form relationships that enable 
LHM to freely and personally share God's Word through 
outreach meetings and events; and

•  provide relief to the women and children in the refugee camps 
with basic humanitarian supplies, including food staples and 
hygiene kits so that they can live with dignity; and

•  influence long-term growth and expansion of the Gospel to 
destitute women and children living in refugee camps now 
and after they return to their country.

Thankful to God for the partnership with the LWML, LHM’s 
ministry center in Lebanon plays an active role in refugee 
outreach and relief in the Middle East. Millions of families and 
individuals have been displaced by the violence and conflict 
crippling this region. 

The refugees that LHM works with have experienced the horror 
of Syrian civil war and persecution from ISIS. Syrian families have 
seen their houses destroyed and family members killed and 
are now forced to subsist in make-shift refugee camps while 
they attempt to determine their future. Tens of thousands of 
Christians in Iraq were forced to leave everything and flee to 
Lebanon to escape ISIS. More than 350,000 Christians living in 
the Kurdish territories of northern Iraq were given a 48-hour 
ultimatum to convert to Islam, pay the gizya (a high per-person 
tax) or leave. The only other outcome was certain death.
LHM is responding by providing food and medical supplies 
to these desperate souls. By acting as the “hands and feet of 
Christ,” doors are opened for LHM to begin conversations and 
share the Gospel with these refugees.
In a 12-month period alone, LHM has ministered to around 
10,000 people in Lebanon and Iraq. These numbers include:
• more than 3,000 Christian families
• more than 1,250 Muslim families
• more than 4,400 children, including 375 infants and toddlers.
Beyond food, medicine, blankets, and other basic supplies, 
LHM has also distributed hundreds of New Testaments, Bible 
Correspondence booklets, and Arch Books for children. Special 
attention is given to restoring normalcy among the vulnerable 
children who lack formal education and struggle with fear and 
stress as a result of the high levels of violence they witnessed 
back home. 
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Mission Goal: $2,000,000 | 2015–2017

GRANTS
Mission

 1. Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry .............................. $50,000

 2. Disaster Response Trailers .................................................... $80,000

 3. Cancer Care Packages — Phil’s Friends ............................ $50,000

 4. Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ..........................$120,000

 5. Redeeming Life Maternity Home .....................................$100,000

 6. Hope and Healing to the Navajo People .......................... $75,000

 7. Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon ............................. $72,000

 8. Healthy Families ...................................................................... $60,000

 9. LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ......................................$100,000

 10. Training Teachers and Leaders ..........................................$100,000

 11. Opportunities in Uganda ....................................................$100,000

 12. “In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts” ........................... $50,000

 13. “We Are God’s Workmanship” .............................................. $32,500

 14. Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ...........$100,000

 15. Helping Hands Initiative .....................................................$100,000

 16. Deaconess Training ................................................................. $90,000

 17. Lutheran Youth Corps ............................................................. $25,000

 18. Providing Hope for Detroit .................................................$100,000

 19. Rosa Young Academies .......................................................... $25,000

KEY: – grant paid in full – grant partially paid
 
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

Healthy Families — $60,000
The cycle of poverty, child abuse, and neglect can be reversed for 
families who participate in early intervention childhood development 
services such as those offered at the Centers for Healthy Families 
through Lutheran Family Services (LFS) of Nebraska. The goal is for each 
child to feel secure, nurtured, and able to succeed in learning and in life. 
Through this grant, the LWML assists LFS in creating healthy families, 
resulting in a healthier and safer community.

Bring the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel — $100,000
Through the Apple of His Eye Mission Society, this LWML grant is used to 
help identify and train Jewish believers who are Israeli citizens to develop 
systems and strategies for outreach and planting house fellowships, as 
in the days of the early church. Eventually, facilities will be rented from 
churches or other locations to host tabernacle-type services, which means 
setting up and taking down each week the accouterments for worship.

Helping Hands Initiative — $100,000
The LCMS National Housing Support Corporation (NHSC) is launching 
“Helping Hand,” a rehab initiative focused on supporting the critical home 
repair needs of low-income, disabled, and/or elderly residents near LCMS 
congregations. Through this grant, the LWML will assist Helping Hand in 
reaching out to their local communities through housing repair services. 
The LWML grant will help LCMS congregations provide a tool to care for 
their neighbors’ bodily needs while opening doors to provide Word and 
Sacrament ministry to unreached individuals and families.

Lutheran Youth Corps — $25,000
Lutheran Youth Corps (LYC) members are young Lutheran adults who have 
been selected as volunteers to serve in areas in which their talents and 
services are needed. LYC members are especially trained to live and work 
and be identified with the people in the community, using their skills and 
understanding to serve these people in relation to their needs and to the 
skills and resources available. This LWML grant helps in funding the cost of 
training these young people to be Christ’s witness in acts of mercy for the 
church and for the world.

Current Mission Grants Highlighted in This Issue

An LHM—Lebanon staff member recently shared the story of a woman 
named Jasmine that they met in a Bekaa Valley refugee camp. Jasmine 
privately told us that she loves Jesus and reads about Him in her book. 
LHM staff members were a bit shocked and asked her what book that 
was? Jasmine replied, “It’s the Holy Bible, but I hide it so no one will ruin it.” 
The LHM staff member encouraged Jasmine to continue to pray 
to Jesus and ask for His peace and forgiveness, and she promised to 
bring Jasmine more books, especially children’s books, the next time 
LHM staff returned to that camp.  
“It’s hard to imagine living through situations like millions are facing,” 
says LHM President and CEO Kurt Buchholz. “The darkness that these 
souls are facing awakens a hunger for the light of Christ. We are proud 
to partner with the LWML by coming together in mission to share God’s 
Word with those who have not heard it. Because we have this kind of 
support, we can significantly enhance the help, healing, and hope that 
we have been bringing in the face of violence and spiritual darkness.” Q

Grant #7:  Fadi Khairallah, director of Middle East Lutheran Ministries, 
offers compassion and care to young refugees in Lebanon. 
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By Shari Miller

During this Bible study, we will explore our changeless 
God and His “constants” in our lives. His power, presence, 
promises, and love for us in Christ Jesus are faithful and 
steady, even in our turbulent, changing, and often storm-
tossed world. We are strengthened by God’s amazing truth 
in Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever. Remembering God’s faithfulness in the past, we 
can confidently look to our future, as we live today with our 
changeless God leading and guiding us.

Opening Prayer
Dear Lord, You are our awesome and unchanging God! Thank 
You for Your plan of salvation in our lives and for sending Your 
Son Jesus to live a perfect life, suffer, die, and then rise again 
from the dead for us. We know that because He lives, we, too, 
have eternal life in heaven if we have faith in our Savior. We 
praise You that You have sent us the Holy Spirit who engenders 
and nurtures our faith even in the midst of change and trials in 
our lives. Help us by the power of the Spirit to share the Good 
News of salvation in Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. Give us wisdom and insight as we read 
and discuss Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Jesus Christ … Yesterday
The words of the meaning to the Second Article in Luther’s 
Small Catechism* remind us:  “I believe that Jesus Christ, true 
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 
born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.”
How is Jesus Christ identified as true God in the following 
Bible passages? 
Divine names: John 8:58 (Exodus 3:14); John 20:28; 
1 John 5:20 _______________________________________
Divine attributes: Matthew 28:18; Matthew 28:20b; 
John 1:1–2; John 21:17 _____________________________
__________________________________________________

Divine works: Matthew 9:6; John 1:3; John 5:27;  
Hebrews 1:3–4 ____________________________________
__________________________________________________
Divine glory and honor: John 5:22–23; Philippians 2:10
__________________________________________________
How is Jesus Christ identified as true man in the following 
Bible passages? 1 Timothy 2:5; Matthew 26:38; Luke 24:39; 
Matthew 4:2; John 11:35; John 19:28; Hebrews 4:14–16
__________________________________________________
Read Genesis 3:15 and John 3:16–17 for God’s salvation plan. 
__________________________________________________
How did our loving God and Savior fulfill God’s plan and 
promise of salvation for the world? See John 10:11; John 
11:25–26; Romans 3:23–26; Galatians 4:1–7; Ephesians 
2:1–10. Be specific. __________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________  
What difference has that made in your life? ______________
__________________________________________________
Read Psalm 77: 10–15. Asaph begins this Psalm in a state of 
trial and tribulation but then meditates on what the Lord has 
done for him. What does he remember about God? _______
__________________________________________________
How can remembering what God has done in our lives in the 
past help us to live today and into the future? ____________
__________________________________________________
In Hebrews 13:5 we are reminded that our Lord promises, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” How does knowing that 
God always keeps His promises — including this one! — 
affect our attitude during turbulent and changing situations 
in our lives? ________________________________________
__________________________________________________

What changes have occurred in your lifetime 
that have impacted you in a positive way? 
In a negative way? Explain your answer 
with a partner or in your small group. 
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Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.

Faith Talk: Being immutable, or unchangeable, is another 
attribute of God. When you consider the many attributes of 
Jesus Christ, which one is most meaningful to you and why? 
Share with a partner or the small group. 

Jesus Christ … Today
Read Isaiah 35:3–6 and Matthew 11:2–6. How did Jesus 
fulfill the prophecy made by Isaiah? ____________________
__________________________________________________
We might say to ourselves, “Yes, Jesus did these things 
then, but He is not doing them now.” However, consider the 
following examples of the sinful condition we were all in 
before our salvation in Jesus Christ. Read the Bible verse and 
explain what God is doing today to transform the lives of His 
people. (Refer also to Matthew 11:5.) 
Eyes blinded by the gods of this world: 2 Corinthians 4:6;  
Ephesians 1:17–18 _________________________________
__________________________________________________
Those crippled by sin: Romans 6:4 _____________________
__________________________________________________
Ears deaf to the Word of God: John 10:27; Romans 10:17 __
__________________________________________________
Those dead in trespasses and sins: Colossians 2:13–14 ____
__________________________________________________
The poor not receiving the Good News: 1 Corinthians 
15:1–11 __________________________________________
__________________________________________________
How does the Lord accomplish all this in our lives today? See 
John 15:26 and Titus 3:4–7. __________________________
__________________________________________________
The Holy Spirit works in our lives through His Word and 
Sacraments. Why is it so important to daily read God’s Word, 
daily remember our Baptism, and regularly participate in the 
Lord’s Supper? _____________________________________  

Faith Talk: How can we live our lives by the power of the Spirit 
to the fullest today, trusting in the promises of our unchange-
able God? What does that look like in our daily living? 

Jesus Christ … Forever
It would not be enough to say that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today if somewhere down the road He should 
cease to be. But the truth of our God is that the best is yet to 
come! Read 1 Corinthians 15:50–58. Define the future of 
every believer in Christ. ______________________________
__________________________________________________
Read Hebrews 11:10. What was Abraham in the past looking 
forward to in the future? _____________________________
Read 1 Corinthians 15:19–20 and Hebrews 10:23. What is 
our hope and what is it based upon as believers in Christ? 
__________________________________________________

As we look forward to our future, forever, with our Lord, what 
does Romans 5:1–5 say our lives in the present will look like?  
In addition, what does 1 Peter 3:13–16 encourage us to do? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Faith Talk: Think outside the box. What color would you use 
to paint the hope that is within you because of our resurrect-
ed Savior? Why? Share with a partner or the small group. 

Faith Talk: Read Philippians 3:14. How do the changeless 
promises from the past and the blessings from God today 
help us to focus more clearly on the future hope we have in 
Jesus Christ? Share with a partner or the small group. 
Why is it so important to know and trust that Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8)? We are 
God’s children through Holy Baptism, redeemed and forgiven 
by the blood of our Savior Jesus, looking forward with hope 
to eternity with our Lord in heaven. Our God is immutable — 
He does not change and His promises are sure. Even in the 
midst of chaos and change in our world, He remains steadfast 
and sure. We confidently sing with hymnist, 
“Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.” (LSB #878:4)

Faith Walk
1.  Think of ways that the Lord has blessed the Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary League over the past 75 years. Make 
a thanksgiving list and pray it aloud to our changeless and 
faithful God.

2.  Think of ways that the Lord has blessed Christianity in 
the last 500 years and the changes that have happened 
following the Protestant Reformation. Talk about the 
blessings and changes around your table and remind one 
another that it is still all about Jesus!

3.  Look for opportunities to share the Good News about Jesus 
with a special woman in your life. Ask the Holy Spirit for 
strength and guidance.

4.  Celebrate that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 
and forever and that He has made you His own child in 
Baptism, a recipient of His grace and an heir of heaven. 

5.  Memorize the words to the fourth stanza of  “Abide With Me.”

Closing Prayer: (sing or speak together): “Abide With Me” (LSB 
#878; LW #490; TLH #552).

* Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, ©1986, 1991, Concordia Publishing 
House. See Questions 118, 119, 120.

Shari Miller, wife of Rev. Larry and mother of two grown children, is a 
freelance author and musician living in Helena, Montana, where she 
attends First Lutheran Church. Shari is the LWML Montana District 
President. She has written numerous articles and studies for the LWML.

By Shari Miller
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Por la Shari Miller

¿Qué cambios te han ocurrido en tu vida que te han impactado 
de una forma positiva? ¿O de una forma negativa? Explica tu 
respuesta con alguien o con tu pequeño grupo.
Durante este estudio bíblico, vamos a explorar cómo Dios no 
cambia y cómo es “constante” en nuestras vidas. Su poder, 
presencia, promesas, y Su amor para nosotros en Cristo Jesús son 
fieles y constantes, aún en nuestro mundo lleno de turbulencia y 
cambio. Somos fortalecidos por la verdad asombrosa que vemos 
en el libro de Hebreos 13:8: Jesucristo es el mismo ayer y hoy y por 
los siglos. Recordando la fidelidad de Dios en el pasado, podemos 
confiadamente mirar hacia el futuro, mientras vivamos nuestro 
presente con nuestro Dios quien no cambia y quien siempre está 
al frente guiándonos.

Oración de Apertura
Amado Señor, ¡Tú eres nuestro Dios constante y maravilloso y Tú 
no cambias! Gracias por Tu plan de salvación en nuestras vidas 
y por mandar a Tu Hijo Jesús para vivir una vida perfecta, sufrir, 
morir y luego resucitar de la muerte para nosotros. Sabemos que 
por el hecho que Él vive, nosotros también tenemos vida eterna si 
tenemos fe en nuestro Salvador. Te adoramos y te damos gracias 
que hayas mandado a Tu Espíritu Santo quien ha engendrado y 
nutrido nuestra fe aún en medio de cambios y pruebas que experi-
mentamos en nuestras vidas. Ayúdanos por el poder del Espíritu a 
compartir las Buenas Nuevas de salvación en Cristo Jesús, quien es 
el mismo ayer y hoy y para siempre. Danos la sabiduría y el enten-
dimiento que necesitamos mientras leemos y conversamos acerca 
de Tu Palabra. En el nombre de Jesús oramos. Amén.

Jesucristo … Ayer
Las palabras que explican el Segundo Artículo del Pequeño 
Catecismo de Lutero nos recuerdan: “Creo que Jesucristo, verdadero 
Dios engendrado del Padre en la eternidad, y también verdadero 
hombre nacido de la Virgen María, es mi Señor.” ¿Cómo se identi-
fica Cristo como verdadero Dios en los pasajes que siguen?

Nombres divinos: Juan 8:58 (Exodo 3:14); Juan 20:28; 1ra de 
Juan 5:20 ____________________________________________

Atributos divinos: Mateo 28:18; Mateo 28:20b; Juan 1:1–2; 
Juan 21:17 ___________________________________________

Obras divinas: Mateo 9:6; Juan 1:3; Juan 5:27; Hebros 1:3–4

_____________________________________________________

Honor y gloria divina: Juan 5:22–23; Filipenses 2:10  ________

_____________________________________________________

¿Cómo se identifica a Cristo como verdadero hombre en los pas-
ajes que siguen: 1ra de Timoteo 2:5; Mateo 26:38; Lucas 24:39; 
Mateo 4:2; Juan 11:35; Juan 19:28; Hebreos 4:14–16 _______

_____________________________________________________

Lee Genesis 3:15 y Juan 3:16–17 por el plan de salvación de Dios.

_____________________________________________________

¿Cómo cumplió el plan de Dios y Su promesa de salvación para el 
mundo, nuestro amoroso Dios y Salvador? Vean Juan 10:11; 
Juan 11:25–26; Romanos 3:23–26; Gálatas 4:1–7; Efesios 
2:1–10. Sean específicos en sus respuestas: __________________

_____________________________________________________

¿Qué diferencia ha hecho esa verdad en tu vida? _____________

_____________________________________________________

Lee Salmo 77:10–15. Asaf empieza este Salmo en un estado de 
prueba y tribulación, pero luego medita en lo que el Señor ha 
hecho por él. ¿Qué recuerda acerca de Dios? ________________

_____________________________________________________

¿Cómo nos puede ayudar contemplar lo que Dios ha hecho en el 
pasado para ver y entender cómo debemos vivir en el presente y 
el futuro? _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Hebreos 13:5 nos recuerda que nuestro Señor promete, “Nunca 
te dejaré; jamás te abandonaré.” ¿Cómo saber que Dios siempre es 
fiel a Sus promesas — incluyendo éste — te ayuda a mantener 
tu ánimo y actitud de gratitud durante situaciones turbulentas y 
cambiantes en nuestras vidas? ___________________________

_____________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe: Siendo inmutable (o el Dios que no cambia) 
es otro atributo de Dios. Cuando consideres los muchos atributos 
de Jesucristo, ¿cuál es él que es más significativo para ti y por 
qué? Comparte tu respuesta con alguien de tu grupo o estudio.

Traducido por Melissa Salomón
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 ESTUDIO

Bíblico

Jesucristo ... Hoy
Lee Isaías 35:3–6 y Mateo 11:2–6. ¿Cómo cumple Jesús la pro-
fecía que hizo Isaías? ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Pudiéramos decir, “Sí, Jesús hizo esas maravillas entonces, pero 
no las está haciendo ahora.” Sin embargo, considera los siguien-
tes ejémplos de la condición pecaminosa en que nos encon-
trábamos todos nosotros antes de nuestra salvación en Jesu-
cristo. Lee el verso bíblico y explica lo que Dios está haciendo 
hoy día para transformar las vidas de Su pueblo. (Puedes referir 
también al verso que se encuentra en Mateo 11:5.) 

Ojos cegados por los dioses de este mundo: 2da de Corintios 
4:6; Efesios 1:17–18 ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Aquellos lisiados por el pecado: Romanos 6:4 _______________

_____________________________________________________

Oidos sordos a la Palabra de Dios: Juan 10:27; Romanos 10:17 

_____________________________________________________

Aquellos muertos en sus transgresiones y pecados: Colosenses 
2:13–14 _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Los pobres que no reciben las Buenas Nuevas: 1ra de Corintios 
15:1–11 ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

¿Cómo cumple el Señor todo esto en nuestras vidas hoy día? Ve 
Juan 15:26 y Tito 3:4–7 ________________________________

_____________________________________________________

El Espíritu Santo obra en nuestras vidas por medio de Su Palabra 
y los Sacramentos. ¿Por qué es tan importante leer diariamente 
la Palabra de Dios, diariamente recordar nuestro Bautismo, y 
regularmente participar de la Santa Cena del Señor? __________

_____________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe: ¿Cómo podemos vivir nuestras vidas llena-
mente hoy por medio del poder del Espíritu confiando de las 
promesas de nuestro Dios que no cambia? ¿Cómo es una vida tal? 

Jesucristo … Para Siempre
No sería suficiente decir que Jesucristo es el mismo ayer y hoy si 
algun día Él dejaría de ser Dios. Pero la verdad de nuestro Dios es 
que lo mejor todavía estará en el porvenir! Lee 1ra de Corintios 
15:50–58. Define el futuro de cada creyente en Cristo. ________
_____________________________________________________

Lee Hebreos 11:10. ¿Qué estaba mirando en el pasado Abraham 
y esperando ansiosamente en el futuro? Lee 1ra de Corintios 
15:19–20 y Hebreos 10:23. _____________________________

¿Qué es nuestra esperanza y sobre qué se basa como creyentes 
en Jesús? _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Mientras miramos hacia un futuro que es para siempre con 
nuestro Señor, ¿qué dice Romanos 5:1–5 sobre cómo serán 
nuestras vidas en el presente? ____________________________

Ademas, ¿qué nos anima hacer 1ra de Pedro 3:13–16? _______

_____________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe: Piensa “fuera de la caja” un momento. ¿Qué 
color usarías para pintar esa esperanza que está dentro de ti 
debido a nuestro resucitado Salvador? ¿Por qué? Comparte tu 
respuesta con alguien de tu grupo pequeño.

Hablando de la Fe: Lee Filipenses 3:14. ¿Cómo nos ayudan 
las promesas del pasado que no cambian y las bendiciones de 
Dios hoy dia para enfocar más claramente en la esperanza del 
futuro que tenemos en Cristo Jesús? Comparte tu respuesta con 
alguien del grupo. ¿Por qué es tan importante conocer y confiar 
que Cristo Jesús es el mismo ayer, hoy y para siempre (Hebreos 
13:8)? Somos los hijos de Dios por medio del Santo Bautismo, 
redimidos y perdonados por la sangre de nuestro Salvador Jesús, 
mirando hacia el futuro con una esperanza segura de la eterni-
dad con nuestro Señor en el cielo. Nuestro Dios es inmutable – Él 
no cambia y Sus promesas son seguras. Aún en medio del caos 
y cambio en nuestro mundo, Él sigue firme y seguro. Podemos 
confiadamente cantar con el himno, “Mi Jesús, mi Salvador” 
(Culto Cristiano #337:3).

Yo soy suyo, bien lo sé, por su sangre redentora; 
Doy la mano de la fe a su mano salvadora. 
¡Muerte, tú jamás, jamás de Jesús me apartarás! 

Caminando en la Fe.
1.  Piensa en cómo el Señor ha bendecido a la Liga Misionera 

de Damas Luteranas en los últimos 75 años. Haz una lista de 
gratitud y léala en voz alta como una oración a nuestro Dios 
fiel que no cambia.

2.  Piensa en todas las formas que el Señor ha bendicido a la 
Cristiandad en los últimos 500 años y los cambios que han 
ocurrido después de la Reforma Protestante. Comenten en su 
grupo acerca de las bendiciones y cambios y recuérdense mu-
tuamente que todavía y siempre el mensaje central es Jesús, 
muerto y resucitado. 

3.  Busca oportunidades para compartir las Buenas Nuevas acerca 
de Jesús con una mujer especial en tu vida. Pide fortaleza y 
guianza del Espíritu Santo.

4.  Celebra que Cristo Jesús es el mismo ayer, hoy, y para simpre 
y que te ha hecho Su propia hija en tu Bautismo, un recipiente 
de Su gracia y una heredera del cielo.

5.  Memoriza las palabras de la tercera estrofa de “Mi Jesús, mi 
Salvador” como una oración de clausura (cántenlo y háblenlo).

La Sra. Shari Miller, esposa del Reverendo Larry y madre a dos hijos 
adultos, es una escritora y música viviendo en la ciudad de Helena, 
Montana, donde asiste a la Primera Iglesia Luterana allí.  Shari también 
es la Presidenta de la Liga Misionera de Damas Luteranas del Distrito 
de Montana. Ella ha escrito numerosos artículos y estudios para la Liga.
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Engage! Encourage! Equip! 
By Betty Marshner

Enjoy!
Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we ponder these four words today, 
help us to be ever aware of how we engage others as we 
witness to them of You, encourage others in their daily 
struggles, equip others for service through the study of 
Your Word, and enjoy the gift of salvation. Bless our time 
as we study Your Word and apply it to our daily lives. In His 
name we pray. Amen.
For a moment, ponder the four words we have used as our 
theme. Think of a common denominator, something that 
ties them all together. _____________________________
________________________________________________
I thought of the word “service,” encompassing so many 
facets of our life in Christ — who showed the greatest 
example. In our study, we take a look at how He skillfully 
served others using these four E’s: engage, encourage, 
equip, and enjoy.
Look up Matthew 20:28. What does Jesus say He came to 
do in this passage? ________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
A familiar account that shows how Jesus used these 
tools of service is that of the woman at the well. 
Look up John 4:1–39. 
Jesus is traveling the short route to the Galilee area 
through the much-despised Samaria. This whole trip was 
light years more than just a chance encounter at high noon 
on a dusty road. Our Savior saw an opportunity to make an 
impact on many people’s lives at a well in Samaria. 
For some background, read John 4:1–5. It appears that, 
not wishing to have a premature run in with the Pharisees, 
Jesus decided to leave that area of Judea and travel back to 
Galilee — perhaps part of His reasoning to leave when He 
did and to travel to Samaria.

No self-respecting Jew would ever be caught going 
through that area, though it was the most direct route. This 
watered-down, diluted bunch of Jews called Samaritans 
had intermarried with foreigners and were now labeled 
as a corrupt, despised people. Jesus had a mission to 
complete here. He would use four E’s of service to change 
the life of one who was labeled as the lowest of the low. 
In doing so, He enabled an outcast of society to become a 
powerful witness. 
What was Jesus’ physical state as He sat beside this well? 
Read John 4:6. ___________________________________
________________________________________________
Setting the scene: Jesus sits beside the well, most likely in 
the heat of the day. Putting weariness aside, He begins to 
engage this solitary woman who has come at a time she 
hoped would allow her time alone, without the rude stares 
and words of others.
Reading verse 7, how does Jesus engage this woman? ___
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
In the asking, He is drawing a reply from her as a tool to 
then equip her. How does she answer in verse 9? ________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
This would not be thought to be a noble act of service for 
Jesus, a Jew, to associate with someone from Samaria — 
much less a woman of such low esteem, one scorned by 
others and who no doubt feels her unworthiness to even 
look upon Him.
How does Jesus further engage and also equip her in 
verse 10? ________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Engage! Encourage! Equip! 
Although it is clear this woman does not understand, Jesus 
gently enlightens her by teaching her about the spiritual thirst 
that only He can quench and, even though she is asking about 
temporal thirst, she wants this clear, refreshing drink.
How is that evident in verse 15? _______________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Jesus then encourages her by giving her a simple, yet very 
complex, command. What is that in verse 16? ____________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Jesus knows her situation, but in this simple question He is 
doing much: He reveals to her the knowledge of Who He 
is. As He elicits out of her the truth of her condition, He also 
reveals Who He really is. As He exposes her sinful life, she can 
do little. She looks down and scuffs the dirt with her toes in 
the gritty, powdery Samarian clay. Seeing the small puffs of 
dirty clay play around her feet, with a downcast spirit she 
replies, “I have no husband.”
As our Servant Savior Jesus exposes the sin in our lives, we too 
can do little but look down, scuff our feet in the dirty filth of our 
sin and feel the grit. It covers not only our feet, but also settles 
on our entire being. The Ten Commandments, written on those 
tablets of stone long ago, show us our guilt and shame.
While Jesus continues to equip her, He reveals to her His 
knowledge of her entire life. 
Celebrating this year the 500th anniversary of the the 
Reformation and the diamond anniversary of LWML, we 
note that very cornerstone of our Lutheran doctrine comes 
to play here. This woman does nothing to receive this gift of 
salvation. It comes to her at this moment in the form of the 
God Man Christ, her Redeemer. 
We do nothing as well; we do not deserve the gift of 
salvation. God gives it to us through Christ and His sacrifice 
on the cross. We do nothing; it is simply there. We can, 
however, reject this gift, just as the woman at the well could 
have run away to find her latest partner, therefore rejecting 
Christ. We cannot even reach out by our power to receive this 
gift of salvation.
Who calls us by the Gospel, enlightens us and keeps us in the 
true faith? See The Third Article of The Small Catechism in LSB, 
page 323; LW, pages 301–302.  ________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
This life-saving gift of faith comes through the work of the 
Holy Spirit.

When this Samaritan woman admits that she knows a 
Messiah is coming who will explain everything, what 
statement does Jesus make that amazes her? See verse 26.
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
That the Savior of the world would take a moment to 
meet this lowly woman — engage her, equip her with the 
knowledge of her sin, reveal His true identity, encourage her 
in her newfound faith — shows true servanthood. He does 
the same through His Word and Sacraments for us who feel 
this inadequacy. 
He uses these four E’s in our lives as we attend worship 
weekly and study His Word on a daily basis. We receive 
encouragement as we take and eat His true body and drink His 
true blood in the Holy Sacrament. We confess we are by nature 
sinful and unclean and deserve eternal punishment. We look 
down at the grit and filth in our lives. Then, as we look up, we 
hear the priceless words of absolution: “Your sins are forgiven.” 
What a weight drops from our shoulders. What joy! 
Read verses 28–30. What does this woman do which shows 
her enjoyment at meeting her Lord and Savior? ___________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
When we encounter our Lord and Savior, we, as this woman, 
cannot help but tell others of the joy we find in our salva-
tion. It is then we find working for our Lord a divine oppor-
tunity of service.
Spend several minutes sharing ways in which your congrega-
tion and LWML unit will use these four E’s this year to reach 
out and serve. ______________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Closing
The Lord’s Prayer. Sing or say together “Lord, Help Us Walk 
Your Servant Way” (LSB #857) or “Almighty Father, Bless the 
Word” (LSB #923; LW #216; TLH #52). 

Betty Marschner is active in her local, zone, 
and district LWML. As a retired wife of a 
North Dakota farmer/rancher, Betty is 
enjoying a new venture of service, that of 
writing Bible studies and devotions. 

Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
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Looking
for

God Goggles
Faith is permitting ourselves to be 

seized by the things we do not see.
                                  Martin Luther* 

W hen I take my godchildren swimming, there is 
one item that is absolutely essential: goggles. 

The kind that covers your eyes AND nose is preferred. 
They need these goggles for the 658 times they go 
underwater, you see. They think these protect their 
eyes from chlorine and, if adjusted right — not too 
tight, but tight enough — help them see underwater. 
Since these are dollar goggles, I am not sure they do 
that, but I humor them.

Today, what I seek from the Lord is more serious than a 
pair of swimming goggles. I desire that the goggles of 
faith I received at my Baptism would allow me to see 
everything clearly, according to God’s perfect will.

I am grateful for the prescription-strength sliver of glass 
that gives me clear vision to see God’s beautiful world: 
the bright red cardinal in the pine tree; the beautiful 
smiles of children in their green and gold uniforms at 
Trinity Lutheran School, Mobile; the dazzling rays of 
sunlight dancing on the Alabama River. In these sights, 
I see God’s hand clearly visible.

But I struggle, at times, to see God at work through 
Christ when I look at other sights: a child who is hungry, 
a dying friend, a job layoff. When worry, fear, and sor-
row cloud my eyes, I pray that the Lord would strength-
en my eyes of faith — to remind me of my Baptism. 

Opening Prayer
Dear Lord, open my eyes of faith to the wonder of a 
world You loved so much that You gave your only Son, 
Jesus Christ, to save us. Help me see past obstacles to 
opportunities. Help me see Your guiding light when I’m 
blinded by fear and sorrow. Bring to my mind the heroes 
of faith: generations who have lived faithfully by the Spirit 
and demonstrated Christ’s love. Gently nudge my feet as 
You enable me to walk by faith. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Name something beautiful you saw today. ___________
______________________________________________
Was there something lovely that you might have missed 
or walked past in a hurry? Or something you took for 
granted? ______________________________________
Are you going through some challenges that a pair of 
God goggles could help you see with faith eyes right 
now? _________________________________________
______________________________________________
What would seeing with God goggles be like? We 
probably all know someone who has a great spirit 
of faith despite many difficulties, heartaches, and 
challenges. One of God’s most faithful evangelists 
suffered early in his life from spiritual blindness. 
Zealous for the God of Israel, he breathed “threats and 
murder” against followers of Christ. Then, on the road to 
Damascus, he got his own pair of God goggles.
Read Acts 9:1–3; 13–14. What was Saul’s reputation 
among Christians? ______________________________
______________________________________________
In Acts 9:4–9 what happened after he saw the bright 
light? _________________________________________
______________________________________________
Read Acts 9:10–18. When Ananais blessed him, scales 
fell off his eyes. What did he do then? _______________
______________________________________________
Our Baptism also restores us to life in Christ and gives us 
eyes of faith. In Baptism, we get our God goggles put on 
by the Holy Spirit. But they need lots of adjusting.
Saul — now Paul — became one of the most dynamic 
missionaries of the New Testament and helped bring 
the Gospel to Gentiles. His life was a testimony to the 
power of God to change our vision and guide our feet 
even when the path is dangerous and frightening.

Eyes of Faith
Let me share an example from my life. Driving through 
the Trinity Gardens community with Leevones Fisher 
(Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, Fall 2016, pages 8–9 and 21), 
I see rundown homes, vacant overgrown lots, trash-filled 
ditches, and streets littered with broken glass and empty 
beer cans. My eyes tell me this community is broken, 
troubled and full of misery.

By Christine S. Weerts
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Mrs. Fisher, however, sees this community through eyes 
of faith. Her heart of Christ’s love sees opportunities, not 
obstacles. When a young mother lost her children because of 
her drug addiction, Mrs. Fisher took her to recovery classes 
every day for 30 days. The mother fulfilled her promise to 
keep going and now is sober and raising her children. And her 
mother and sister also became sober.
The youth who are over in that lot participated in a summer 
program Mrs. Fisher set up to mow lawns and clean up 
streets. Today they help with some of the community gardens 
that provide food all year long.
That home, owned by an 80-year-old who has lived in the 
neighborhood for over 50 years, was damaged in one of 
the hurricanes. Mrs. Fisher had it fixed. Another home on 
the next block was dilapidated and dangerous. Mrs. Fisher 
had it renovated and, along with a house that was built on 
a vacant lot, is providing housing for families moving back 
into the community.
Martin Luther reminds us that faith in God is bigger than what 
we see with our eyes and what we feel with our emotions — 
both of which are very unreliable. “Faith is of the nature that it 
does not judge nor reason by what it sees or feels but by what 
it hears. It depends upon the Word alone and not on vision or 
sight.” [The Complete Sermons of Martin Luther: Volume 1] 
Paul also tells us not to look at today’s problems and pains but 
to look past our very visible problems to the invisible future. 
Read 2 Corinthians 4:17–18, and restate his advice in your 
own words.  _________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Paul knows about afflictions, although I doubt I would call 
them “momentary” or “light.” Look them up in 2 Corinthians 
11:23–28, and list several. _____________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Yet, with his God goggles, how does Paul see all of this? See 
Philippians 3:8.  _____________________________________
___________________________________________________
In 2 Corinthians 5:7, Paul tells us how we are to live for Christ.
Can you give an example of how you might walk by faith, not 
sight, with something that is difficult for you today?  ________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
May we pray over that right now?
Our faith is not meant to be some weak and untried muscle, 
but a strong and vigorous, active confidence in the One 
who is our Savior and King. How does Paul describe faith in 
Hebrews 11:1? ______________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

This verse gives us a two-part definition of faith: first, “being 
sure of what we hope for.”  The word for sure in Greek, 
hypostasis, communicates substance, firmness, confidence, a 
guarantee. This is echoed in the second half of the verse: “and 
certain of what we do not see.” The Greek word elenchos, used 
here, means a conviction and a certainty that inspires the 
believer to lay hold of the realities on which his hope is fixed 
and which, though unseen, are already his in Christ.
The writer continues in Hebrews 11:39 that our forefather’s 
faith remained strong even though they did not receive what 
was promised. We have not seen Jesus in the flesh. No one has 
for over 2,000 years. Yet we believe. How? Read 1 Peter 1:3–9.
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
We believe because our Baptism empowers us through the 
Spirit to accept by faith the Word of God and the eyewitnesses 
to His birth, life, and resurrection. 
The goggles I give my godchildren often get foggy as they 
use them, and we have to keep cleaning and clearing them 
out. In the same way, without faith my spiritual sight is often 
weak and foggy. Too often I fail to see how God has worked 
out a problem into a better or stronger solution. I often fail to 
see God’s hand in taking my brokenness and using it to bring 
love and compassion to someone going through similar trials.
Every day, I am challenged to close my physical eyes to 
difficulties and to see and believe, to trust and depend on, 
God’s greater work through Christ in lavishing love, mercy, 
and grace upon me so that I can share it with others. Just as 
I need that thin sliver of glass to give me physical vision, by 
faith I need to wear God’s goggles — sharpened through His 
Word and Sacraments.
But my eyes are toward you, O GOD, my Lord; in you I seek refuge; 
leave me not defenseless! (Psalm 141:8)

Closing Prayer (based on Ephesians 1:17–19)
We pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give us the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, having the eyes of our hearts enlightened, 
that we may know what is the hope to which He has called us, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of His power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of His great might.
Closing Hymn: Sing or say together “We Walk By Faith” (LSB 
#720) or “Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode” (LSB #714; LW 
#414; TLH #437).
*Short Quotes by Martin Luther Praying the Gospels
[All references ESV]

Christine S. Weerts researches the ministry of Rosa J. Young in rural 
Alabama in the early 1920s, writes grants for LCMS church ministry 
and articles for several publications, and leads the choir at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in rural Autauga County, where she is a member of the 
LWML. She has a master's in religion from Concordia University Chicago 
and enjoys daily discoveries of life as a Yankee living in the deep South.

Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
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ACTIONLutheran Women in Action

FALL 2017 THEME: JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ALL
NEWS! Please share your stories (and photos!) of joyful, 
mission-minded service to News Editor Linda Guteres 
at newseditor@lwml.org or 3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 
11763 by May 15, 2017. Include your name, address, 
phone, and email address.

MAKING AMENDS ... Winter 2016 LWQ
The correct email address for Elaine Wolters, author of 
A Peek into the Parsonage is gem@safelink.net. Elaine’s 
writing has resulted in donations of LCMS resource 
materials throughout the world. 
Dr. Kellye Schiffner Carver is the correct spelling for 
the author of the article “Living in a Glass House: 
Self-Care for the Pastor and the Pastor’s Wife”. 

One of the organizations that benefits from quilts made 
by LWML members is Habitat for Humanity. The Akhbari 
Family was blessed not only with a new house, but the 
LWML quilters of Our Redeemer, Moorhead, Minnesota 
(Minnesota North District), also blessed each member of 
the family with a beautiful quilt to call their own.  

Last fall, a $15,000 grant 
check was presented by 
LWML Past President 
Janice Wendorf to Tim 
Young Eagle, Executive 
Director of Lutheran 
Indian Ministries in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Several district LWML 
women were able to attend 
the presentation of the 
grant they had prayed for 
and had helped to fund. What a tangible way of realizing 
how God works through our mite offerings to spread His 
love to those in need!

This past August, 35 women, 
ranging from 20 to 80 years 
of age, met at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, New 
Wells, Missouri (Missouri 
District), for Fit for Faith, a 
program led by Jennifer 
Schlueter, a personal trainer. 
She taught attendees how 
to make healthier eating 
choices, adapt exercises for all 
abilities, and change bad habits into good ones. Everyone enjoyed a 
healthy brunch and received a gift bag, handouts, and a fitness band 
with instructions on how to use them.  

Dr. Jean Garton (Fall 2007 LWQ: “A 
Celebration of Life”) died on December 23, 
2016, at age 87. Author of the iconic Who 
Broke the Baby and a native of Brooklyn, New 
York, Jean and her late husband, Rev. “Chic” 
Garton, lived in Arkansas and were blessed 
with four children, seven grandchildren, and 
seven great-grandchildren. Jean, the first 
woman to serve on an LCMS board (Board for 
Public Relations 1969–1980), was a founder 
and the first president of Lutherans for 

Life (1978–1995), served two terms on the LCMS Board of Directors 
(1995–2007), and chaired the LCMS Task Force on Women and later 
the President’s Commission on Women (where the LWQ editor had the 
pleasure of meeting Jean at its St. Louis convocation in 1989). 
Jean stated, “I spent six months studying the abortion issue …  to find 
confirmation that abortion, as its advocates claimed, helps women, 
doesn’t take a human life, and is a choice God allows us to make. I 
came out of that exhaustive research with a changed heart … and 
with a commitment to be a voice in defense of the unseen, unheard, 
unborn child.”

Deacon Lillian Biddle, LWML 
Atlantic District President, received 
the Lutheran Social Services of New 
York Kujenga Jamii Ministry Award 
on behalf of the district LWML last 
December. This Faith Community and 
Ministry Partner award recognizes 
individuals and organizations for their 
significant service to the community 
and is symbolic of the agency’s 
mission to strengthen lives, families, 
and communities. Congratulations to 
the LWML!
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LWML items may be purchased through Concordia Publishing House (CPH), just a click away on the LWML website: lwml.org/store, 
or order by phone: 800.325.3040 (CPH Customer Service). Prices good through June 30, 2017.

These new products make great gifts or a treat just for yourself!
NEW! Purple V-neck Polo You are going to love our new polo made of a non-wrinkle fabric 
that always looks sharp. LWML #10065 Sizes Medium, Large, XL, $20.00 each   |   2XL $22.00 each   |   3XL $25.00 each
NEW! Purple Agate Heart Necklace This beautifully designed agate pendant and chain is accented 
with an LWML-engraved, silver-tone charm. Silver-tone only. LWML #31088 $15.00 each

100%

LOVE

Reflection:  1 Corinthians 13 is often referred to as 

the “Love” chapter. Some of the most powerful 

words in this chapter are the first three words of 

verse 8: “Love never fails.” The Bible mentions many 

definitions of love (brotherly, sexual, unconditional 

love, etc.), but what does love mean to you? Write 

your own definition of “love” and make your own 

“Love is…” list. The Bible tells us that Jesus loves us 

so much that He died for us. Read 1 Corinthians 

13:4-8b again. This time substitute “Jesus” for the 

word “love”. Jesus never fails us.

Response:  Dear Jesus; Thank you for loving me 

with an unconditional, unfailing love! It is my 

prayer that others will see You reflected in the way 

I live out my definition of love. Amen. 

Text Message from God:  Love is patient, love is 

kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never 

fails. (1Corinthians 13:4-8a).

100%
FEELING ALONE

Reflection:  Do you ever feel as though all your friends 

have left you alone to face a problem? Jesus knows 

exactly how that feels. When He was being arrested, He 

had to face His accusers alone. Mark 14:50 says “and 

they all left him and fled”. Jesus’ heart aches for you 

when your friends leaves you.  Jesus will never leave you. Matthew 28:20 records 

Jesus’ last words to His disciples. “And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age”. He spoke those 

words to the very disciples who had left Him in His time 

of need. Those words demonstrate just how great His 

love is for His disciples. That is just how great His love 

is for YOU!!

He loved you enough to die for you. And He loves you 

enough to never let you face your problems alone. Take 

comfort knowing that Jesus is always by your side.

Response:  Dear Jesus, Thank You for loving me 

so much that You will never leave me. Help me to 

know that Your comforting arms are wrapped 

around me.  In Your name I pray, Amen. 

Text Message from God:  “And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Share the love of Christ and 
the mission of LWML through 

these one-of-a-kind items!

NEW! God's Garden Note Cards 
Looking for just the right card to send that 
friend for her birthday or any message appropriate 
for the occasion? These will be just the right thing! Four designs, 
two each in package of 8 cards. LWML #15320 $6.00 per package

Is your LWML group looking for something to give your youth 
for upcoming Confirmation? Take a look at these two items!
Color Changing Stadium Cup This fun, eye-catching cup is just the 
thing for teens! LWML #50007 $1.00 each
NEW! Text Messages from God This small, pocket-sized folder 
contains 30 different devotions to use personally or to share at 
youth group meetings and events. This is a really nice gift for 
each of your confirmands! Order now! LWML #50075 $8.00 each

NEW! Baptismal Birthday Cards 
A special way to celebrate 

the most wonderful day in a 
Christian’s life! Send to your 
godchild, a dear friend, or a 

grandchild.  LWML#15772 $7.50 
per package of six

Message inside: “Like your birthday, 
your Baptismal Birthday reminds 

you of a very important day … the 
day you became a child of God. 

What a joy to celebrate this day!”
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Candidates for LWML National Offices

Candidates for Vice President of Communication

Candidates for Vice President of Christian Life

Candidates for Pastoral Counselor

Susan Donnelly, Manchester, New Jersey (New 
Jersey District), is member of LWML Mission 
Grants Committee; served as Activities Director 
for Pittsburgh Convention; was LWML New 
Jersey District President, District Vice President 
of Gospel Outreach and editor; society 
president; evangelism director and member 
of church council, prayer chain, and garden 

committee; community summer lunch program; B.S. University of 
Idaho; real estate appraiser.

Jennifer Huecker, Bunceton, Missouri 
(Missouri District), is LWML Christian Life 
Committee Chairman; served on LWML 
Nominating Committee, LWML Christian 
Life Committee; was LWML Missouri District 
President, District Convention Chairman, 
District Christian Life Chairman; zone 
president; society president; Sunday School 

teacher, on stewardship and evangelism board; A.A. St. Paul College; 
free-lance artist and farm wife.

Candidates for Vice President of Gospel Outreach
Sally Handrick, Perryville, Missouri (Missouri 
District), LWML Mission Grants Committee 
Chairman; was District Vice President of Gospel 
Outreach, Chairmen of District Committee on 
Young Women, Nominating Committee, and 
co-chair of District Convention; zone presi-
dent, Christian growth committee chairman, 
communications manager; is in Perry County 

Lutheran Chorale, volunteers with Lutheran Braille Workers; B.A. in 
Education, Concordia Teacher’s College, River Forest; retired teacher; 
client service representative for tax company.

Angelina Jauregui, Los Angeles, California 
(Pacific Southwest District), was LWML Heart to 
Heart Sister Committee Chairman; member 
of LWML Heart to Heart Sister Task Force; was 
District Vice President of Gospel Outreach; 
society president; is president of VIP Senior 
Club of Montebello; on Los Angeles County 
Commission of Older Adults; attended East 

Los Angeles College and the University of Utah–Salt Lake, VISTA 
volunteer certificate; is executive director of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and retired information systems analyst. 

Charlotte (Char) Kroemer, Newberg, Oregon 
(Oregon District), was LWML Structure Com-
mittee Chairman, member LWML Nominating 
Committee, Sister to Sister Committee, YWR 
Committee, Discipling Woman to Woman 
Team; LWML Oregon District President, District 
Vice President for Leader Development, District 
Convention Chairman; zone president; serves 

on call committee, school board, church musician, recording secre-
tary, VBS and Sunday School teacher; B.A. from Valparaiso University, 
MAT from Concordia University, Portland; currently administrator/
principal/teacher at St. John Lutheran School.

Barbara Schaer, Gordon, Nebraska (Wyoming 
District), member LWML Christian Resources 
Editors Committee, 2017 LWML Convention 
Publicity Chairman, LWML Media and Market-
ing Committee, Mission/Ministry Vision (MMV) 
Consultant; District Vice President of Gospel 
Outreach, Vice President of Mission Grants, 
Leader Development/Hope Committee mem-

ber, newsletter editor; society treasurer; church treasurer, council 
secretary, youth director, Sunday School teacher, choir director, VBS 
teacher and director; member Gordon Chamber of Commerce; real 
estate broker, licensed real estate appraiser.

The Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, Troy, Illinois 
(Southern Illinois District), serves St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Troy; a 1987 graduate of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; served as pastoral 
counselor for LWML Southern Illinois District 
and  for three zones; served as a Family Leader 
and Community Life Builder for several Lutheran 
Youth Gatherings; served as delegate to two 

LCMS conventions; served as circuit counselor; worked with Southern 
Illinois District in Ministerial Health; community service organizations.

The Rev. Tod Shouse, Zephyrhills, Florida 
(Florida-Georgia District), serves Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Zephyrhills; is a 2009 
graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne; served as pastoral counselor for the 
Florida-Georgia District; served as a delegate 
to 2013 LCMS convention; served as a Sunday 
School teacher and superintendent for 

25 years; DCE, youth ministry, and an elder prior to entering 
the pastoral ministry; is active in community care opportunities.
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Arlene Naasz, Pierre, South Dakota (South 
Dakota District), is member of LWML Structure 
Committee, served on LWML Christian Life 
Committee and LWML Mission Service 
Committee; was LWML South Dakota District 
President, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, 
Vice President of Mission Inspiration; served 
on convention host committees for Sioux Falls 

and Rapid City; was zone secretary, treasurer, bylaws committee, 
historian; is choir and bell choir member, Sunday School teacher, 
was VBS leader; Master Gardener; B.S. from South Dakota State 
University; retired educator.

Ginger Starrett, Belvidere, New Jersey (New 
Jersey District), is LWML Recording Secretary, 
Governance Committee Chairman, member 
of Development/Advancement, Visioning, and 
ID Committees; was LWML New Jersey District 
President, served on Pittsburgh Convention 
Host Committee; is District Convention Planner, 
was, District Vice President of Human Care; 

zone president, secretary; society president, vice president; church 
board of ministry, social ministry, altar guild, Sunday School 
teacher, youth group leader; attended Warren County Community 
College; retired planner/buyer.

37th Biennial Convention | June 22–25, 2017
Candidates for Recording Secretary

Joy Anderson, Prior 
Lake, Minnesota 
(Minnesota South 
District), is member 
of LWML Information 
Technology 
Committee; is District 
Gospel Outreach 

Committee member and Webmaster, was 
YWR to Tampa, was District Vice President 
of Servant Resources; is an office manager 
at accounting firm.

JoNette Brogaard, 
Alexandria, Minnesota 
(Minnesota North 
District), is LWML 
Structure Committee 
Chairman; was LWML 
Minnesota North 
District President, 

District Corresponding Secretary, Regional 
Vice President; zone president; church 
choir and brass group accompanist, church 
organist; retired Lutheran Day School teacher.

Betty Dietrich, 
Morton, Illinois 
(Central Illinois 
District), is LWML 
Gospel Outreach 
Committee Chairman; 
was member of 
LWML Nominating 

Committee; served as LWML Central Illinois 
District President and Vice President of 
Human Care; zone vice president; society 
president; pharmacy technician.

Linda Fees, Miller, 
Nebraska (Nebraska 
South District), is LWML 
Mission Servants 
Committee Chairman, 
was member LWML 
Human Care Commit-
tee; LWML Nebraska 

South District President, District Convention 
Chairman; zone president, treasurer; society 
president, 4–H Leader; farmer/rancher and 
substitute teacher. 

Deborah Graybosch, 
Ronkonkoma, New 
York (Atlantic District), 
was LWML Atlantic 
District President, 
served on Pittsburgh 
Convention Host 
Committee; was Dis-

trict Vice Presidents of Spiritual Life and 
Leader Development; on LCMS Atlantic 
District Nominating Committee; adminis-
trative assistant/surgical coordinator.

Anne Hartman, 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 
(North Wisconsin), 
is member of LWML 
Christian Life Com-
mittee, was on LWML 
HOPE Committee, 
YWR Task Force Chair-

man, LWML Leader Development Commit-
tee; District Convention Chairman; YWR 
at Oklahoma City; board of deacons, Bible 
study leader; homemaker.

Karen Morrison, 
Wichita, Kansas 
(Kansas District), is 
member of LWML 
HOPE Committee; 
was LWML Kansas 
District President, 
District Vice President 

of Communication; District Public Relations 
Committee; society president; works at a 
local quilt shop and as church bookkeeper.

Emily Rogers, 
Pendleton, Indiana 
(Indiana District), 
member of  LWML 
Gospel Outreach 
Committee; was 
member of MMV Task 
Force, LWML HOPE 

Committee; is LWML Indiana District Presi-
dent, was District Vice President of Spiritual 
Resources and Nominating Committee; 
instructional teaching assistant.

Sherrie Smith, 
Justice, Illinois 
(Northern Illinois Dis-
trict), LWML Commit-
tee on Young Women 
Chairman, served on 
LWML Leader Devel-
opment, MMV Task 

Force, LWML Christian Resources Editors 
Committee; LWML Northern Illinois District 
President; organist, short-term mission 
work; preschool teacher, children and 
family ministry director.

Candidates for Nominating Committee
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Then and Now
LWML will celebrate our 75th Anniversary with a dazzling celebration at the 

37th Biennial Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico. It’s fascinating to look 
back at previous conventions where attendees were inspired, selected mission 
grants, and renewed friendships. Today the LWML’s basic purpose (MISSIONS!) 

remains the same, and our conventions continue to be amazing experiences!

The LWML was a year old when the 
first convention was held in 1943 at 
Concordia College in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, with 300 in attendance 
[photo above]. Mission grant selection 
and other mission-related activities 
set a precedent for future conventions.

LWML conventions have been held 
every two years, with two exceptions:
• 1945: Cancelled due to World War II; 
•  1955: When it was discovered that 

the LWML delegates from “colored 
congregations” would not be allowed 
to stay at the convention hotel, efforts 
to find other hotels and venues failed. 
In the end, the New Orleans LWML 
representatives withdrew their invitation, 
and LWML President Lillian Preisinger 
cancelled the convention.

Several conventions stand out:
•  1969, Houston, Texas: A business 

meeting was interrupted to announce 
that men were walking on the moon;

•   1985, Ames, Iowa: The largest LWML 
convention with 8,023 registrants;

•   1987, Fort Worth, Texas: First million 
dollar mission goal set; and

•   1993, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: 
First (and only) convention held 
outside the U.S.

Then Now
LWML conventions have become less formal 
and have grown in scope. Women (and men) 
come to serve others and celebrate missions  
through Bible studies, mission speakers, 
and giving  praise to God with 
thousands of their best friends.

From Marguerite Christman, 
LWML Convention Manager:  
“LWML conventions constantly 
improve! In recent years there have 
been “WOW moments”… listening 
to Mites in Action missionaries 
from around the world who bring 
lively stories of real people whose 
lives have been impacted by the 
prayers and mite 
offerings that 
each attendee 
has given.”

Information is from WINGS by Marlys Taege. Copyright © 1991, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. All rights reserved.

What memories will YOU 
bring home from Albuquerque?

Make plans now to attend today! Find information and 
registration materials at www.lwml.org/2017-convention 

or in the Winter 2016 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly.
Come and celebrate 75 years of 

proclaiming Jesus Christ above all!

The cross that has  
been present at every 
convention since 1991 

was commissioned 
through a grant from Aid 
Association for Lutherans 
in celebration of the 50th 

Anniversary of LWML.
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"I love my Jesus and I know 
my Jesus loves me." 
So ends the feature “Finding 
Home” in this issue. By 
grace, Donna has come to 
know this. By grace, you 
and I can say and believe 

that. However, there are many people 
in our world who cannot say or do 
not believe this. It is my opinion that 
people want to have a relationship 
with Jesus. Plain and simple.
I saw this in my experience of 
representing all the women of the 
LWML by riding on the Lutheran 
Hour Ministries float in the 
Tournament of Roses Parade in 
January. Here is an excerpt from 
my blog about that experience:
I must admit I was skeptical of the 
reception of the only Christian float in 
the Rose Parade in Southern California, 
an area of the country known to be 
rather uninterested in religion. That 
the title of the float was “Celebrate 
Jesus” and that someone on it would 
be portraying Jesus only added to my 
feelings that this float would probably 
be superseded by an advertisement 
when broadcast on the TV stations. 
Was I surprised! 
Even before the parade started, people 
were coming up and reading the words 
“Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture 
Alone” on the giant bells on the float. 
They were especially drawn to the 
pastor portraying Jesus at the front of 
the float. Many had their photos taken 
with him. One family told me they 
had been photographed with “Jesus” 
for three years now. We were able to 
engage in conversation with many as 
we waited for the parade to start.

Given my initial skepticism, I was keyed 
in to the reaction of the crowd to the 
float. It was amazing. So much cheering 
— and they were cheering, “Jesus.” I 
saw grown men and women cross 
themselves, men and women giving 
the thumbs up sign and yelling, “Thank 
you for having this float,” “Pray for us, 
Jesus,” “We love you, Jesus,” “Jesus — 
You’re the man” as well as little children 
smiling and waving to him. There were 
sullen faces here and there, but it was 
hard to tell whether it was because 
of the cold and having to camp out 
overnight for their spot or because of 
worry, unhappiness, or fear in their lives. 
It made me think of what the crowds in 
the real Jesus’ time must have been like 
when he came to town. I thought, “This 
must be what Palm Sunday was like for 
the disciples following behind Jesus.” 
People yearn to see and know Jesus 
— the forgiveness, eternal life, and 
love that He brings through His death 
and resurrection. 
Let’s make going to Albuquerque a 
Palm Sunday experience as we come 
together to declare “Jesus Christ 
Above All” at our 75th Anniversary 
Convention, June 22–25, 2017. We will 
see and hear about Jesus through our 
speakers, Bible studies, and mission 
exhibitors. We will learn how we can 
support missions and missionaries 
around the world. By the grace of 
God, we will leave there excited to let 
people know about Jesus.
Treasuring the gift of Jesus’ love for us, 
we are moved to love Him Above All!

Patti

FROM PRESIDENT PAT TI

Yearning for Jesus 

“People yearn to 
see and know Jesus 
— the forgiveness, 

eternal life, and 
love that He brings 
through His death 
and resurrection. ”

Rev. Matt Nolte (who portrayed Jesus) and 
his wife and children with President Patti. 

Pre-parade conversations and photo ops.
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
www.lwml.org | Spring 2017

We are gathered here today as women and men of the church who 
are in our generation to be witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Many of us lament “the generation gap” that seems to be growing with 
the acceleration of changes in our culture. There are times when we long 
for the “good old days.” Our worship for today is to remind us that God 
continues to work in our days. That He is the God of all generations!
– Rev. Dr. Steve Turner
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The 2017 LWML Prayer Service 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Celebrating 75 Years 
of Commending Christ From One Generation to Another
One generation shall commend your works to another, and 
shall declare your mighty acts (Psalm 145).

Rev. Dr. Steve Turner is President of Iowa District West of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
President Turner enjoyed serving as the pastoral advisor to the 2015 Des Moines LWML 
Convention Committee and served many years as a zone LWML pastoral counselor. President 
Turner received his Doctor of Ministry from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 2010, and received 
his Master of Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana, in 1985.
He and his wife, Darlene, are proud of their four adult children and two grandchildren. Steve’s 
hobbies include travel, golf, smoking meat, and woodworking.

LWML Prayer Service is available NOW, at www.LWML.org.


