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EDITOR’S
note

Nancy Graf Peters, Editor-in-Chief

Here, I Stand
I can still see the hopeful mothers, sitting in the sun 
porch off the living room of the two-family house 
where I took ballet, tap, and acrobatics.  “Young 
ladies, for the final part of today’s dance recital, 
please demonstrate to your guests an acrobatic 
routine, the spider or a headstand. You decide.”
I thought my dance instructor meant that. 
The spider was very showy and popular with 
the rest of girls. It didn’t come as a surprise that 
my classmates chose to do the spider. But as the 
tallest girl in the class and the last one to perform 
that day, I decided to do something different. 
“I’ll do a headstand.”
It wasn’t hard to miss the disapproving expression 
on my teacher’s face. She asked if I didn’t want to 
do the spider like the other girls. Even with two 
clues that the option was not really mine, I politely 
replied I would like to do the headstand.
As I got into position, my teacher, who had helped 
to spot those who had done the spider, stepped 
too far away to spot me. That seemed odd.
She signaled me to begin. I made several, 
unsuccessful attempts, my legs crashing hard to 
the wooden floorboards. I heard a few mothers 
gasp, but instead of feeling embarrassed by their 
reactions, as I normally would, I pressed on. 
Ultimately, the instructor helped spot me, the 
headstand finally stood, and the recital mercifully 
came to an end.
As we walked home, I explained to my mother 
(using the words of an 8-year-old, not these) how 
empowering it felt to do my best — even if it did 
appear to others I had fallen short. It felt so grown 
up to stick with the headstand decision and not to 
give in to the pressures to recant. 
A few years later I learned about another individual 
who would not recant. That Christmas, my church 
gave us Sunday School students a book, Here I 
Stand: A Life of Martin Luther. I adored the title, 
but the book was too hard for me to read. 
It sits on my living room bookshelf, still unread. Not 
for long! This summer, I’m eager for the one who 
stood on her head finally to the meet the one who 
stood his ground. 

Lutheran Women in Action, page 25
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PRAYING 
THE PSALMS
Inspired by Psalm 46  By Sheila Lutz

btw is the acronym for “by the Way (Jesus). ”  
It sets the tone for the current issue.

O Lord, sometimes I feel as though I live in a 
world turned upside-down — or backwards. 

Media floods issue statements termed politically 
correct — right in someone’s eyes. The thunder-
ous quakings of those who want their voices to 
be the voice of right can make me shake my head 
in disbelief — and sometimes fear for the future 
of my children, my grandchildren, my country, 
and my church. 

I used to think they were counter cultural — a 
culture with values opposite to the established 
norm. Now, am I in the counter culture? Will I 
soon be? Should I be afraid, Lord? What is this 
new turn of events? 

Before my wonderings become my fears, I turn 
to You. Counter cultures are not new to You. By 
Your mercy and with Your strength, many Old 
Testament leaders lived and taught and led — did 
more than just survive — in them. The apostles 
and new Christians created a counter culture. 
Sending Christ to die for all — and, therefore, all 
have died to sin — is the ultimate counter culture 
created by God. 

It seems difficult for Christians today, but we who 
see You as our Refuge and Strength can excel in 
a counter cultural world. We can exalt You, tell of 
Your deeds, and show You to be Holy and Glorious. 
Our hearts may be shaken by what seems to be the 
toppling of social norms, but You are the midst of it 
all. You will not be moved! We will not be moved. 

Let some rage, but let me listen to Your still small 
voice. I am guided by You. I praise You for how 
awesome You are and for what You have done for 
us — for me. 

Let Your river of life refresh me, enable me to bear 
fruit, and make me rejoice, for You promised to 
be my Refuge — my guarding Fortress — my 
Ever-present Help in this changing world. Amen. Q

God is our refuge 
and strength, 

an ever-present 
help in trouble.

He says, “Be still, 
and know that 

I am God; 
I will be exalted 

among the nations, 
I will be exalted 

in the earth.”

The Lord Almighty 
is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our fortress.

Psalm 46:1, 10–11
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Then and Now
Then Esther told them … “I and my young women will 
also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it 
is against the law, and if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:15a,16b ESV).

Like a TV drama, Esther’s story had a beauty contest, sinister plots, 
betrayal, and courage. 

Esther, a Judean, was taken captive by an edict of the king 
because he was looking for a replacement wife. From all the 
women in the king’s harem, beautiful Esther was the one chosen. 
God had a plan for her!

An evil plot had been laid to destroy all the Jews of the kingdom. 
Esther, being a Jew, would not have escaped. 

After three days of praying and fasting, she summoned the 
courage to go before the king unannounced, which could have 
resulted in her death. Esther was not turned away. The king 
learned of the evil plot, and the Jews were saved.

Confronting problems isn’t easy but ignoring them can cause 
serious consequences. Where can we find courage to say what has 
to be said or do what has to be done? Fear not, for I am with you; be 
not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10). 

Our God is bigger than any problem we will ever face. We can 
rely on God’s promise always to be with us. 

Prayer: Holy Spirit, embolden me with courage to do what 
I must. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mustard Seed: Daughters of the King. Marcia Gomulka and Myrna Lou Meyer, 
authors. ©2013 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.
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Then and Now
Jesus told His disciples: Let the children come to me (Mark 10:14). Since its beginning in the 1940s, Lutheran 
Women in Mission have funded grants to support children’s ministries around the world. Today, mite offerings 
continue to make the Gospel available to children. The LWML’s basic purpose remains: MISSIONS!

Post-war Europe was filled with children 
living in poverty of body and spirit. In 1945, 
LWML’s second mission grant ($73,262.33) 
was used to help fund an orphanage and to 
send clothing, food, medicine, and religious 
literature to thousands of these orphans. 
Many of them lived in Germany, where the 
work of Dr. Martin Luther had led to 
the Reformation 428 years prior. LWML 
grants have always supported children 
around the world:
• Supplied food for children in Africa.
• Established a kindergarten in Japan.
• Built schools in Taiwan and Guatemala.
•  Funded resources for deaf children in Brazil.
In 1957, LWML supplied grant money to 
build the Rosa Young Dormitory for Girls at 
the Alabama Lutheran Academy in Selma.

Children’s ministries grants for the 
2015–2017 biennium include Rosa Young 
Academies, providing children with a 
safe environment for educational and 
spiritual growth (pictured at top), and 
Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon, 
supplying physical relief and sharing the 
Gospel with women and children in that 
war-torn country.

From Shelley Moeller, 2013–2017 
LWML VP of Gospel Outreach:  
“LWML mite offerings have traveled 
around the world, bringing the Gospel to 
children who have never heard of God’s 
love. Those mighty mites, by His grace, 
will continue their work to share Jesus 
with more children for years to come.”

You are invited to participate 
in the legacy of the LWML by 

contributing a gift to the 
75th Anniversary Thank Offering, 

which is designated for the 
LWML Endowment Fund at 

www.lwml.org/endowment-fund.

Historical information has been taken from various LWML books written by Marlys Taege and published by the LWML. Copyright © Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. All rights reserved.
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Two years ago, our Quarterly readers were introduced to 
Maggie Karner as Director of Life and Health Ministries of the 

LCMS. On September 25, 2015, she received her crown of 
glory after a long fight with glioblastoma multiforme brain 

cancer. Her daughter, Mary, graciously accepted our invitation 
to share more about her mother’s legacy regarding life issues.

A legacy of life continues
By Becky Wehrspann, Features Editor
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Our readers 
are familiar 
with your mom. 
Before we 
dive into your 
perspective of 
her life, we’d 
like to know 
a little more 
about you.

I grew up in Indiana and went to Ball State University. 
I got my Bachelor of Science in Nursing and  
immediately started working in the Emergency 
Department. I did some travel nursing in California 
and Connecticut, so I got to spend the last six months 
of (my mom’s) life with her. I have since moved back 
to Indiana and am currently the manager of the 
Emergency Department where I started five years ago. 

Parts of your mother’s life may be seen as counter 
cultural in our society. How did her life look to you? 
We are a pastor’s family, so we’re already a little bit 
different. But my mom was very involved in multiple 
areas of the church and had very strong friendships 
in the church. That’s what life was; it wasn’t 
necessarily difficult for us, it was just different. 
Everything (my parents) did they were doing because 
they cared for our spiritual health and our well-being. 
That’s the angle everything was talked about. I didn’t 
question that for a second. 
My mom started her job when I was in middle school. 
She had a ton of travel the first couple of years. I 
remember the struggle she felt between us getting 
the education we needed — those building blocks 
of faith that we needed at a young age — while still 
having this huge responsibility of being a missionary 
to the world. I was impressed by her work ethic and 
that (for her) the bigger picture was always, “What are 
we doing to spread God’s love? What are we doing as 
a family to make sure we are spiritually doing well?” It 
was neat to watch and to grow up with. It plays into 
how I live my life now too. 

How did your mom’s work in Life and Health 
Ministries influence the career that you have?
I wasn’t drawn to health care because I had a 
significant story that made me want to be a nurse. 
I really did it because I’m the type of person who 
has to be challenged all the time. People thought I 
wanted to do it because my mom was this amazing 
person spreading health care and God’s love all 
over the world.

My mom was a very creative thinker, which is why 
I perceive her projects went so well. She saw that 
big picture and big vision of spreading mercy 
everywhere. I saw that creative side of her. 
After she died, I was surprised how many people came 
up to me and said, “Your mom taught me how to be 
a manager; she taught me how to be a boss; I loved 
working for her; she was amazing.” I didn’t see that side 
of my mom at all. The conversations we had about her 
work were (the times) when it was really difficult and 
she needed a pep talk — a lot of it stemmed from the 
amount of time she had to be away from home. 
After she died, I regretted not having those 
conversations with her about her leadership style 
and why all these people thought she was a great 
boss. And now here I am leading a very large group 
of people; I should have been able to learn from her. 
In reflecting on that, I recall something she said to 
me on one of the last days I sat with her by myself. 
She was in hospice. We were talking about things she 
would want me to share with her grandkids someday. 
The first thing she said was: “Teach them how to be a 
servant.” I thought, “Really? Out of everything I could 
teach them, that’s what you want me to tell them?” I 
didn’t get it then, but in my career now, I think about 
that every single day. I’ve adopted the idea of servant 
leadership and what that looks like, especially in the 
emergency department setting. 

What other parts of her ministry do you carry 
with you now?
Her whole lobbying against the Death with 
Dignity bills — I honestly never saw my mom 
doing something like that. I was surprised and 
so proud of her when she did, but that was not in 
my mom’s nature. 
I remember she was getting ready to do her CNN 
interview (Erin Burnett OutFront). She called me 
20 minutes before she was supposed to go on and 
said, “I don’t know if I can do this; I can’t do this.”  We 
prayed, and that was that — and she was amazing 
and brilliant. She was so unsure of herself, but she did 
it beautifully. Now when I’m feeling unsure of myself, 
I take a little bit of a “mom” pill and say, “Mom didn’t 
feel sure of herself, and look at what she did.”
I have a stronger opinion now of Death with Dignity, 
especially through our family circumstances. I am 
very much for palliative care, hospice care, and 
comfort care and very much opposed to the idea of 
the Death with Dignity laws and euthanasia. I speak 
to it from a family aspect of all that we learned in 
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caring for my mom. Learning servant leadership and having a servant heart 
came from that experience. It was the greatest honor of my life to be able to 
care for her. If we start ending our lives sooner than what God has planned, 
what are we losing?

How has her life continued to reach other people?
I’ve gotten Facebook messages from people all over the world, who have 
reached out to me personally in regard to what I’ve written about my mom, 
what they knew about her, and what they learned from her. I am just so 
proud; I don’t know that she ever envisioned that either. 
She was not in it for the recognition, and she would probably still tell you that 
she didn’t think she was the right person to do it, but she felt called to. That’s 
how we looked at her illness. That’s the only way it made sense to me. Had she 
not had this illness or these struggles, I think she still would have done great 
things, but her impact was exponential this way. 
That brings to mind Romans 8:28: And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Where else have you found strength since your mom’s diagnosis and death? 
My family, of course. I am an organist and played organ for my dad’s church in 
high school and in college, so hymns speak to me. My mom had a beautiful 
voice and recorded two cassettes for Lutherans For Life when I was little and 
sold those to raise money for a crisis pregnancy center. 
I now hear hymns and I can hear my mom singing them. “God’s Own Child, 
I Gladly Say It” is by far my favorite. We sang that at her funeral. She loved it, so 
I’m glad we got to sing it. We had a funeral in Connecticut, but we also had a 
memorial service at the Fort Wayne Seminary, so we got to sing that in Kramer 
Chapel with an amazing organist and musicians. It was beautiful. 

How has your mom’s end of life witness changed how you interact 
with others?
I don’t want to say changed, because I still wanted to take care of patients 
before my mom was diagnosed. But now I see my mom in my patients and 
their families. I am able to relate in multiple different ways to their struggles, 
so that’s made me a better nurse. It’s made me a better friend and leader, in 
the sense that I think leaders need to have a strong sense of empathy. My 
mom always said to "put the best construction on everything." So that’s where 
that plays in now. It has changed the way I look at the world. 

Are there other areas of your mom’s life you’d like to share?
Her focus was definitely on life issues — that’s where her career started as 
Director of Life Ministries — but then she kind of took over the Health Ministries 
as well, and she started organizing trips to Madagascar, Haiti, Kenya, and Latvia. 
What I was always amazed with is that she didn’t have a health care 
background whatsoever, yet still she was able to organize these medical 
mission trips. She’d go with them and help triage and get patients over there 
the medication they needed. That’s where I really bonded with her: what she 
needed for those trips. 
I’m so proud that she and I have this connection. So that’s my “why” now — 
why I do what I do. She really has taught me a lot about what it means to be a 
leader and what it means to be a servant.

Mary Karner is a member of Grace Lutheran Church, Muncie, Indiana. She works as the 
Emergency Department Manager at Indiana University Health Ball Memorial Hospital, also 
in Muncie. She lives in Fishers, Indiana, with her two dogs. 

And we know 
that in all things 

God works for the 
good of those 
who love him, 

who have been 
called according 

to his purpose.

Romans 8:28
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Ramblings MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2015 
www.marykarner.blogspot.com

For My Mom
Okay, I’ll admit it: I’m an adrenaline junkie. And judging from 
the plethora of new TV shows like “Trauma: Life in the ER” or 
“Code Black,” most of America is too. Except that’s my life. 
I’m a Trauma Nurse. I eat, sleep, and breathe trauma. Every 
time I walk into work with a French vanilla swirl latte in my 
hand, life and death are waiting for me. And, up until this 
week, I thought I’d seen just about everything. I’ve performed 
CPR till I thought my arms would fall off to keep blood 
pumping through a child’s body. I’ve administered life-saving 
medication to a patient having a stroke and seen the joy on 
his face when he regained his speech. I’ve had a patient fall 
through a ceiling onto another patient (I can’t even make 
that up). I’ve held the hand of patients as they’ve taken their 
last breath, and I’ve hugged family members so tight I 
couldn’t breathe. I really thought I’d seen it all.
And then last week, my mom died. She had a glioblastoma brain 
tumor. I knew all about it, even cared for patients with her same 
diagnosis. I knew what was going to happen. But no matter how 
much I thought I was ready, I wasn’t. Death stings. And my beautiful, 
52-year-old mother’s grave is freshly dug.
But my mom’s name was Dr. Maggie Karner. And she was the 
textbook definition of awesome. Don’t take my word for it; Google 
her. She devoted her entire life to helping others and spreading 
Christ’s beautiful gift of mercy for all. I’m not sure I’ve ever heard my 
mom speak more passionately than when she was talking about the 
word “mercy.” And that’s why my mom used her last days on Earth 
to campaign against a very dangerous use of that word. A “merciful 
death” some would call it, or a “right to die.”
My mom is most famous for a YouTube video that went viral entitled, 
“A Letter to Brittany Maynard.” In the video, my mom pleaded with 
Brittany, who had the same diagnosis, not to commit assisted 
suicide. Unfortunately, Brittany eventually chose to end her life, but 
my mom never stopped advocating for life. In her words, “How long 
will it be before the right to die quickly devolves into the duty to 
die? What does this mean for all who are elderly, or disabled, or just 
wondering if they’ve become a burden to the family?” Even while 
she was receiving chemotherapy, my mom spoke at the Connecticut 
state house to lobby against a “right to die” bill. The bill did not pass.
Believe me, terminal illness sucks. There is no way to sugar coat that. 
It stole my mom from me along with so many others. But it also gave 
me something that I could never begin to describe: the opportunity 
to serve her. My family and I cared for her when she could no longer 
care for herself. We were her left arm when hers was paralyzed. And 
when that became too much, we had the distinct privilege of being 
able to visit her at her hospice facility during the last month of her 
life. She was not herself, and many times confused, but she could 

laugh. Even up until the day before she 
died. We laughed about seagulls that 
she thought were drones. We laughed 
about how much she loved chocolate 
and McFlurrys. We laughed about all the 
stupid things I did as a kid. And, then, 
when she could no longer laugh, we sang 
to her and we prayed with her.
My mom said it best in an Op-Ed in the 
Hartford Courant: “My brain may be 
cancerous, but I still have lots to contribute 
to society as a strong woman, wife, and 
mother, while my family can daily learn the 
value of caring for me in my last days with 
compassion and dignity.”
I’m here to say that she was right. No 
matter how hard it was and still is. She 
was so right. And the greatest honor of 
my life was to care for my mom in her last 
days. I hope and pray that her legacy will 
continue to inspire caring American voters 
to support those choosing to squeeze life 
for every drop that it has to give. Support 
hospice and palliative care programs that 
give true meaning to “death with dignity.” 
Let those fighting illness and disabilities 
know that they are precious, no matter 
what. They should never have to feel for 
a second that they might have a “duty to 
die” just because the option is available. 
Mary Karner 
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What qualities of Maggie’s live on in your daughters?
I see a little bit of her in each of them, but not the same 
things. Mary — my oldest — has gotten the leadership 
part of it. In her job, she’s taking on more and more — 
getting everybody all together and all on the same page. 
Maggie did so much of that too. I see that in Mary now, 
being more responsible for more people in her work. 
Annie — the youngest — has gotten her artsy side from 
Maggie. She got the creative eye to see through the lens 
of the camera and see what Maggie saw. She has the 
creative talents that Maggie had. I’m not a creative kind 
of a guy, so she didn’t get that from me. 
Heidi — she’s the mother, though she isn’t married 
or a mother, yet! She has compassion, the mothering 
qualities, the nurturing qualities that certainly would 
come from Maggie. She has a love of children. Each 
daughter has a part of Maggie — I can see it clearly. 
Describe Maggie’s leadership style.
One of her greatest strengths was listening and 
processing information. She did it with me; she did it 
with the girls. I know in her professional life she related 

to people above her and below her. She would ask 
questions and ask for clarification and make sure she 
was hearing right. It served her well, privately and 
professionally. She dealt with people in general with 
measured and reasoned approaches — getting as 
many facts as she could before making a decision on 
something. And she was always someone people were 
calling, whether it was for advice or answers or just to 
listen. They knew they wouldn’t be judged.  

What other areas of the church, outside of her job, was 
Maggie involved in?
She was involved in LWML in each of the congregations 
where I served. Then she started as a Life Ministry 
director and went on to include health ministry and 
parish nurse training. She started traveling more and 
attending LWML rallies and other conferences. From 
2004 to 2014, she had a more direct contact with LWML, 
as speaker for events and recipient of mission grants.  

The Rev. Kevin Karner is pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Bristol, Connecticut.

Rev. Kevin Karner, past 
LWML New England District 

pastoral counselor, was his 
wife’s biggest supporter. 

He encouraged and upheld 
Maggie in her work with the 

Life and Health Ministries 
team. He continues to 

support life issues, most 
recently through the LCMS 

Eyes of Life campaign.

Learn more at 
www.eyesoflife.org.

Photo courtesy of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod/Erik M. Lunsford
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Young
women

Dear Young Woman,
I’m so excited that the upcoming Albuquerque convention intrigues you. Be ready for opportunities to serve as well as to learn how others serve all over the world. And, we get to party! LWML is 75 years old — or should I say — 75 years young and active! The Diamond Dazzle Celebration will give us all a chance to sparkle.Many events are for everyone, but there are special events designed for you — such as a special Young Women’s luncheon. You will meet young women from all over the country. LWML Past President Virginia will be the speaker. I can’t wait to hear what she says about the gems of the LWML.It’s all about Jesus! It’s celebrating Jesus Christ Above All! Sharing the convention with you is a blessing I’m anticipating with joy. I know we’ll grow closer to each other and, especially, to Him.I’ll be praying for you and your convention preparations.

A Woman in Mission

Dear Father in heaven,

In these days of computerized schedules, 

may I always remember that You are the 

Great Planner of my life. As I organize my 

summer calendar — whether the LWML 

Convention in Albuquerque or a family reunion 

or swimming lessons — help me remember 

not only to run my plans by You, but also 

to come to You before I start the planning 

process. You know my future. Set me on 

the path that leads to Your Way, Your 

Truth, and the Life You give. Thank You for 

the many blessings and opportunities You 

give me to serve You. I commit all my plans 

to You. Establish Your plan in my life. 

I pray this in Your precious name. Amen. 

Commit
 your work to the
 Lord, and your
 plans will be
 established.
 Proverbs 16:3

Spotlight on Mai 
If it weren’t for her mother-in-law, 
Mai would not know how much Jesus 
loves her. After her mother-in-law 
invited her to an LWML Young Women 
Retreat, Mai became more and more 
involved in LWML — and was baptized!

Coming from a Shamanism background, sharing her Christian faith 

is not always easy for her, but she will not let Satan knock her down. 

She uses whatever skills she has to help LWML grow to reach our 

100 year anniversary. She is happy to help in any way she can!

Tucking her kids in bed and praying before they sleep give her joy. 

It’s like butterflies in her stomach knowing how good God 
is! It’s a joy that cannot be exchanged for money or gold.

Attending the 2013 Pittsburgh LWML Convention was a time 

of joyful amazement — the momentum, the purple ladies, the 

fellowship, the LWML store and, especially, learning how mite 

offerings are collected and given to mission grants.

Mai wants to share her love of Christ with unchurched people, but 

she realizes it takes time and patience to see those seeds grow. 

Knowing Christ and having a relationship with Him is the main 

ingredient in her life, the joyful ingredient she wants others to have!
Photo courtesy of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod/Erik M. Lunsford
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Suffering is a bridge that brings 
us closer to Jesus. Steve’s suffering 
prompts simple prayers. These 
simple prayers, spoken often in a 
conversational flow throughout the 
day, are blessed by God, as well as the 
prayers and hymns and Bible verses 
recited in the dark night hours when 
sleep eludes him. 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross 
(Colossians 1:19–20).

 Suffering produces perseverance, 
character, and hope. Steve leans totally 
on Jesus for help, because there is no 
cure for his illness. As he leans on Jesus, 
he develops these characteristics.
And we boast in the hope of the glory 
of God. Not only so, but we also glory 
in our sufferings, because we know 
that suffering produces perseverance, 
perseverance, character; and character, 
hope (Romans 5:2–4).

Endurance of suffering provides an 
example for others. When others see a 
Christian’s patient endurance of suffering, 
they can give glory to God for His 
faithfulness. They also can be inspired to 
patiently endure their own suffering. In 
Steve’s case, his persistence to continue 
working, even when walking was difficult, 

his God-given reliance and trust in his 
Savior through the worst of times, and 
his determination to attend church, 
even when he did not feel well, provide 
examples of endurance!
Steve relies on Scripture to get him 
through each day; the reading of 
countless Psalms, Bible verses, and 
devotions by caregivers and church 
visitors also provides clear examples 
of how to endure suffering.
I know what it is to be in need, and I 
know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation … I can do all 
this through him who gives me strength 
(Philippians 4:12, 13).

Suffering produces humility and 
servanthood in caregivers. As Steve’s 
main caregiver for almost three years, 
I can attest to this. Since my husband 
was homebound most of the time, 
I, too, became homebound. I had to 
give up many of my church activities, 
volunteering, quilting, among others. 
We had home health aides at night but 
couldn’t afford more during the day. 
I knew my plans would be on hold. 
I dedicated my day to Steve and 
began to realize, in some small way, 
what Jesus meant when he talked 
about being a servant.
For even the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).

High and Holy Purposes
 for Our Suffering

By Jeanette Stohlmann

“Why are you right here, 
in this place, right now?” 

My husband, the Rev. 
Dr. Steve Stohlmann, 

asked this question to 
countless students as he 

taught Christian doctrine, 
Old Testament, and 

Hebrew at Concordia 
University, St. Paul, for 

more than 36 years. 
I am certain he has 

also asked himself that 
same question as he has 
struggled for more than 
10 years with Parkinson’s 

Disease, battling 
tremors and insomnia, 

muscle stiffness and 
immobility, stomach 

problems and anxiety.

What could be 
the purpose for 

this suffering 
right here, right now?
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But there is a certain joy in servanthood and a blessing from the Lord. 
I felt it was a high calling to help my husband endure his suffering 
and to nurture Steve’s faith through Bible readings and prayers, on 
his way to glory!
Humility is an outgrowth of servanthood. As I focused on the needs of 
others, there was less focus on myself. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one another, have 
the same mindset as Christ Jesus … he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death — even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:3–5, 8)
In the midst of suffering, may our witness to the love of God be a 
shining light so that many more may share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light! Q

Had our life continued as usual, without 
suffering or sickness, there would be no 
need for health care workers, doctors, nurses, 
or home health aides. Instead, God put many 
new people in our lives, all of them loved by 
God and placed in our midst by God so we 
might share His abundant love!
We’ve had home health care workers 
who believed in Jesus, but their church 
attendance had lapsed. Through my 
husband, God brought the church to 
them! As part of Steve’s calming regimen 
for his tremors, he asks the aides to read 
selected Psalms to him from the Bible. 
As these young aides read the Scriptures, 
the words that were read not only calmed 
Steve, but spoke to their hearts as well. 
When Steve’s tremors would not stop, 
especially at night, he would pray aloud 
and beg me to pray for him too. One night 
a recent African immigrant was Steve’s aide. 
I knew he was a Christian, so as he was 
massaging Steve’s legs, I said, “Pray that the 
tremors will stop in the name of Jesus.” 
“In the name of Jesus,” he echoed, with 
conviction, as his large hands massaged 
with all their strength. “Yes, in the name 
of Jesus,” affirmed Steve. Soon Steve’s 
caregiver was praying in his own native 
tongue! Then Jesus, the One who had 
calmed the storm and cured the sick, 
calmed the tremors so he could sleep. 

When Steve needed assistance during 
worship, we were delighted to have 
another caregiver accompany him, a 
college-aged young man who had never 
been baptized. After attending church with 
us for several weeks, he asked to baptized 
and was welcomed by our congregation 
into the the family of God. 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
Another home health care worker is a 
college student searching for the truth 
about God. A copy of the Bible was kept 
on a special shelf at her house, but she had 
never opened it. “The main message of the 
Bible,” began Steve, “is that God loves all 
people and that He sent His Son, Jesus, to 
suffer and die for the sins of the world, so 
we can go to heaven.”
“Here’s a Bible you can read,” I said, offering it 
to her. I was pleased she agreed to read it! 
And there she was, at break-time, sprawled 
on the carpet, eating sunflower seeds and 
reading Genesis! God indeed works in 
many and mysterious ways to draw people 
to know His unbounded love for them!
It is my prayer that God’s Holy Spirit will 
continue to work in the lives of these people 
and many others whom we have yet to meet.

Reaching out to health care workers
with the love of Jesus!

Rev. Dr. Steve and Jeanette Stohlmann in 2012 with 
sweet grandchild, Sara, before Steve’s illness worsened

Steve and his stellar Nursing 
Assistant Emmanuel who 

helped Steve overnight 
and at church for years

Jeanette Stohlmann 
is a retired Lutheran 

school teacher 
and E.S.L. teacher. 

She is the author of 
devotional books 

and Gospel outreach 
children’s books.
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T here is hardly an action — no matter how 
revolting, immoral, or violent — that doesn’t 
have defenders who will say, “But we can’t 
really judge others unless we’ve walked in 
their shoes,” or who will go even further, 

charging those who refuse to agree that all things are 
relative with intolerant “judgmentalism.”
Other people go further still! They argue that some 
behavior that seems unloving to one person may 
actually be a loving act when someone else commits it.
Amazingly, one of the latest lines of defense of abortion is 
to go on the offensive: adopt that bizarre notion that the 
act of taking your unborn child’s life is really an act of love.

You know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in 
him (1 John 3:15b ESV).

Some abortion providers now urge women to write 
love letters to their children before aborting them, 
simultaneously an act of co-opting criticism and ennobling 
the ignoble. One such form letter was published in a city 
newspaper and began with the words, “Dear Baby …”
“Dear Baby: I believe you will be better off in heaven. I am 
not sure I could provide you with a stable and healthy 
environment. I do not feel that emotionally or financially 
I could care for your every need. In forecasting my future, 
a dismal and grim picture is all that I can imagine. I hope 
you can understand my reasoning and can forgive me. 
I will see you in heaven. Love, Mom.”
Women are sometimes coerced into having an abortion to 
maintain the love of the father (who more often than not 
will abandon her after the child is dead). Others convince 
themselves that the abortion is done for the good of the 
baby, another act of love.
One thing is certain, however: it is an instructive act, 
a behavior that sends a message.
For example, what lesson might other children in the 
family take away from that violent “solution”? As the years

go by, what conclusions do they gradually come to, based 
on a decision made many years before?
Imagine that some sixty years have passed since their 
mother’s “loving” act of aborting a child. Now a sibling of 
that aborted child is writing a “love” letter of her own to 
their mother. It could go something like this:
“Dear Mom: I believe you will be better off in heaven. I am 
not sure I could provide you with a stable and healthy 
environment. I do not feel that emotionally or financially 
I could care for your every need. In forecasting my future, 
a dismal and grim picture is all that I can imagine. I hope 
you can understand my reasoning and can forgive me. 
I will see you in heaven. Love, your daughter.”
An impossible scenario? Not when you consider the 
growing trend to focus on end-of-life issues. Not when 
the elderly, the infirm, and the “non-productive” are 
increasingly viewed as living lives that are too costly.
Not when our population is living longer and longer. Not 
when euthanasia is becoming a popular discussion topic. 
And surely not when you read story after story of spouses 
and children making the “loving” decision to “assist” 
grandma to commit suicide.

In [God’s] hand is the life of every living thing and the 
breath of all mankind (Job 12:10 ESV). 

An abortion decision can be described as “desperate, 
thoughtless, selfish, or pressured.” But never, ever call it “love.” 
Love is best seen in God’s Son. Jesus sought to win life over 
death and, by His perfect life, perfect death, and resurrection 
on the third day, was victorious. Now that is love.

By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us 
(1 John 3:16a ESV).

Editor’s Note: My plan was for mentor-friend Jean to contribute 
to this LWQ issue, as she so faithfully had done in the past. 
We provide this posthumous article, written by a beloved counter 
cultural Christian and founder of Lutherans For Life, that appeared in 
the April 2016 digital edition of National Right to Life News.

By the late Dr. Jean Garton

What 
goes 

’round, 
comes ’round
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It was obvious. Gloria Edwards wasn’t one to 
sit still for very long. She had just finished a run 
when I first met her. Chattering away with the 
women who surrounded her, she generated a 
“feeling in my bones.” This LWML Past President 
would play a major role in LWML’s Gifts of Love 
(GOL) ministry some day.
Years later, that day arrived. Having lost a major 
donor’s significant annual support for GOL 
because of changing circumstances, I was very 
concerned. Since its beginning in 2007, under 
the direction of then LWML President Linda 
Reiser, no mite gifts have ever been used to 
underwrite GOL. We needed to keep this vital 
ministry running without using mite support. 
Up to this point, GOL had been undergirded 
by only 17 couples or individuals: 11 one-time 
donors and 6 couples/individuals who gave 
more than once.
It was time to expand GOL’s small donor 
base. After being presented with background 
information, President Gloria readily agreed 
to our $25,000 request … but with a bit of a 
twist. “Why not issue this as a matching gift 
challenge? It’s really important that the LWML 
Executive Committee and Board participate 
100 percent in GOL,” she said with heartfelt 
feeling. Yes, most definitely. Great idea!
“I saw how God has blessed this ministry since 
it started,” she added. “Gifts of Love assists 
our women in putting their faith into action 
through their planning. It’s really a continuum 
of our mite offerings as we return God’s 
blessings. It has touched the lives of so many 
already and certainly will do so much more for 
future generations.” Appropriately, the theme 
Gloria chose was Help | Love | Grow.

The wheels began to churn. After months’ 
worth of work involving GOL’s Planned Giving 
Council chaired by Eden Keefe and LWML’s Gift 
Planning Counselor Linda Gage, with approvals 
from President Patti Ross and her Executive 
Committee, the gift challenge was rolled out in 
2016. It is believed to be the first matching gift 
from an individual in LWML’s history.
Not only was President Gloria’s matching gift 
goal surpassed, it spurred another $25,000 
matching gift. Cheryl Keithly, a volunteer Gift 
Planning Advocate from the LWML Pacific 
Southwest District, generously offered $25,000 
as another matching gift that will be carried 
through 2017. Cheryl believes strongly in GOL’s 
mission to help faithful stewards understand 
the importance of remembering the Lord’s 
work through their estate plans. 
“My husband, Kelly, and I have been blessed 
many times over,” Cheryl says. “This is the time to 
be a blessing for others.” Cheryl works with four 
other volunteers in her large district to spread 
the gift planning word. Nine other districts also 
have volunteer Gift Planning Advocates.
One gift begets another and then another. 
Praise be to God for His abundant blessings!
You, too, are invited to Help | Love | Grow. Your 
gift and the impact for LWML’s Gifts of Love 
ministry will be doubled through this matching 
gift. Please give online at LWML.org or send your 
gift to LWML, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, 
MO 63118, earmarked for Gifts of Love. 

One Challenge Spurs Another
By Pat Bilow

One gift 
begets 

another 
and then 
another. 

Praise 
be to God 

for His 
abundant 
blessings!
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By Deaconess Jeni Miller with Cheri Fish, Mission Editor

You’ve heard it before, but it still rings true: when 
Lutherans work together, good things happen.
In the case of the Helping Hand Initiative, launched by the 
LCMS National Housing Support Corporation (Lutheran 
Housing Support) with a $100,000 mission grant from  
LWML, great things happened. Led by Nicole Ridley, 
chief executive of Lutheran Housing Support (LHS), the 
organization connects LCMS congregations, districts, LCMS 
Recognized Service Organizations, and their community 
partners to help revitalize neighborhoods and provide 
affordable housing.
In May and June 2016, LHS focused its work in the 
Landsdowne neighborhood of East St. Louis — a 
community known for its high rates of crime and violence 
— to help support low-income and elderly homeowners 
whose homes were in need of critical repairs.
Located in the center of the targeted community, Unity 
Lutheran Church in East St. Louis partnered with LHS as 
the church’s pastor, the Rev. Dr. Willie Stallworth, led the 
charge to revitalize the neighborhood. With the Helping 
Hand Initiative and a large portion of the LWML’s $100,000 
grant, the love and mercy of Christ made a big difference 
in the lives of many.
“The project entailed the renovation of 12 homes within 
a three-block radius of Unity Lutheran Church,” explained 
Rev. Stallworth. “Each resident selected was either 
retired with limited income, single household income, or 
unemployed. Recipients owned their home, but much-
needed repairs had not been made because of their lack 
of financial ability. With our help, the 12 recipients were 
finally able to live a better quality of life in the security of 
their own home.”

Through it all, Rev. Stallworth coordinated the projects 
with the homeowners, forged relationships, and met 
the residents’ spiritual needs. This is what truly sets apart 
the work of Lutherans, and especially LHS, from other 
housing organizations — the work is always tied to 
Word and Sacrament ministry, and an altar, pulpit, and 
baptismal font are never far away.
“Without the LWML grant, Unity Lutheran Church and 
LHS would have been unable to impact the lives of those 
living within the community that it serves,” added Rev. 
Stallworth. “The ability to reach new people with the 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ was extended to the 
healing mercy reflected in the Gospel of Matthew 25: to do 
good and show mercy to the least of God’s people!”
This LWML grant also extended into Fremont, Nebraska, 
where the Rev. David Coe served as pastor at Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Together, LHS and Trinity, Fremont, 
forged their resources to increase the impact of the grant, 
repairing more houses than anticipated for low-income 
and elderly residents in their neighborhood.
According to Nicole Ridley, “The LWML grant has not only 
resourced this project, but it has also enabled us to form 
relationships that have allowed the gift to expand further 
than we expected it to. This partnership, this gift, has really 
given LHS momentum, which we now can leverage for 
projects, resources, and partnerships. It has even helped 
others see housing ministry a bit differently — it has taken 
away some of the mystique on how to engage and serve in 
urban and, for that matter, rural communities. Now, we can 
do more together than ever before.” Q

The Gift that Keeps on Giving

GRANTS @work
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Mission Goal: $2,000,000 | 2015–2017

GRANTS
Mission

 1. Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry .............................. $50,000

 2. Disaster Response Trailers .................................................... $80,000

 3. Cancer Care Packages — Phil’s Friends ............................ $50,000

 4. Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ..........................$120,000

 5. Redeeming Life Maternity Home .....................................$100,000

 6. Hope and Healing to the Navajo People .......................... $75,000

 7. Outreach in Refugee Camps–Lebanon ............................. $72,000

 8. Healthy Families ...................................................................... $60,000

 9. LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ......................................$100,000

 10. Training Teachers and Leaders ..........................................$100,000

 11. Opportunities in Uganda ....................................................$100,000

 12. “In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts” ........................... $50,000

 13. “We Are God’s Workmanship” .............................................. $32,500

 14. Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ...........$100,000

 15. Helping Hands Initiative .....................................................$100,000

 16. Deaconess Training ................................................................. $90,000

 17. Lutheran Youth Corps ............................................................. $25,000

 18. Providing Hope for Detroit .................................................$100,000

 19. Rosa Young Academies .......................................................... $25,000

KEY: – grant paid in full – grant partially paid

 
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at www.lwml.org.

LWML Convention 2017–2019 Mission Grants Ballot
Listed below are the proposed Mission Grants that will be on the 
ballot at the LWML Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
June 22–25, 2017. For more details and video, visit www.lwml.org.

 1. Completion of Lutheran School Buildings–Uganda .................$48,000
 2. Providing Food and the Gospel to Starving Children ................$40,000
 3. Lutheran Children’s Books for Families Worldwide .................$100,000
 4. Christian Hope Through Mass Media in Egypt ........................$100,000
 5. Laborers of Love — Lutheran Braille Workers .......................$100,000
 6. Education Loan Repayment Assistance Grants .......................$100,000
 7. Fairmount Coffee House Outreach Ministry............................$100,000
 8. RECONNECT to the Body of Christ .............................................$50,000
 9. Reformation Continues: Lectionaries in West Africa ...............$108,800
10. Training Lutheran Middle Eastern Missionaries ........................$93,000
11. “Set To Serve” — Voice of Care ...............................................$100,000
12. Student Leadership Training Conferences .................................$30,000
13. Training Teachers for Today’s Learners  .................................$100,000
14. Mercy House for Women and Children ...................................$100,000
15. Sharing Jesus with People with Disabilities ...........................$100,000
16. Restoration Programs for Native Hawaiians .............................$75,000
17. Family Scholarships for Short Term Mission Trips .....................$60,000
18. Expanding the Broadcast of Worship for Shut-Ins  ...................$80,000
19. Equipping Youth to Witness for Life — Lutherans for Life .......$25,000
20. Forming International Teachers and Leaders ..........................$100,000
21. Tanzanian Sewing Center .........................................................$25,000
22. Christian Eldercare Home in Haiti  ..........................................$100,000
23. Raising Pastors and Deaconesses in Liberia ..............................$97,000
24. Current Missionary Need — LCMS International Mission ......$100,000
25. Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund ..................$80,000
26. NOLA 4H: Hearts for the Hungry, Homeless, and Hurting ......$100,000 
27. Libraries and Literacy in China ..................................................$88,890
28. Christ for Veterans and Their Families .......................................$27,750
29. Christ’s Care for Children–Kenya ...............................................$60,000
30. Prison and Jail Ministry Synod-wide Conference in 2018 .........$36,500
31. Thanking Former Missionaries ..................................................$55,555
32. Every One His Witness ...............................................................$33,500
33. Nursing Students Serving with Mercy Medical Team ...............$25,000
34. Engaging RSOs — LCMS Recognized Service Organizations ....... $27,800

Praise God!
The 2015–2017 Biennium Mission Goal of 

$2,000,000 has been met and surpassed!

Where will our mite
offerings go next?
If you can’t attend the convention, 
watch it live from home! 
www.lwml.org/2017-convention 

Grants shown above as partially paid will be paid in 
full, as funds are requested.
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Opening Prayer
Dear Lord, You are the Lord of life. You created this world and all that is in it, 
including us. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be our Savior through 
His perfect life, suffering, and death. Because He rose to life from the dead, 
we, too, can look forward to eternal life. Thank You for giving us the Holy Spirit 
Who enables us to live our lives in Your kingdom of grace, sharing the Good 
News of salvation in Jesus. Be with us as we study Your Word. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

Life in the Kingdom of Power
God rules as king over the whole universe. His kingdom of power is present 
everywhere. Psalm 103:19 says, The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, 
and his kingdom rules over all. According to Genesis 1:1–2, 26a and John 1:1–4, 14, 
who was present at the creation of the world? ______________________________
What does Jesus remind us of in Matthew 28:18? __________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What specific aspects of creation are discussed in the following Bible passages?
Genesis 2:7, 22 ______________________________________________________
Job 38:1, 4–7 _______________________________________________________
Psalm 8:3 __________________________________________________________
Psalm 50:10–11 _____________________________________________________
Psalm 104:25–26 ____________________________________________________
Psalm 139:13–14 ____________________________________________________

in God’s Kingdom
By Shari Miller

Share with a partner or the small 

group a life-changing moment 

or event in your life. Describe 

the feelings that you had 

during this life-changing time.

During this Bible study, we will 

explore our life-giving God and 

the benefits His children enjoy 

in God’s kingdoms of power, 

grace, and glory. In Matthew 

6:10a, Jesus teaches us to pray, 

Your kingdom come. As God’s 

own dearly loved children given 

new life in Christ through Holy 

Baptism, we will explore the 

benefits of life in God’s kingdom. 
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Leader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.
Do not use the “if time permits” section if study time is limited. This section could be done by the participant in private.

How did God feel about His creation according to Genesis 
1:31a? _____________________________________________
How does God care for and sustain His creation? Read Psalm 
145:8–9, 15–16; Psalm 147:8–9; and Luke 12:22–31. _______
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Faith Talk
How does God daily care for you, His dear child? Be specific. 
Make a list together.  _________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

If Time Permits
When we pray the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, do we 
pray for God’s kingdom of power to come to us? Why or why 
not? (See Luther’s Small Catchism with Explanation, ©1986, 1991, 
Concordia Publishing House, Meaning to Second Petition and 
Question 213. See also LSB, page 324; LW, page 302.) _________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Life in the Kingdom of Grace
Who lives in God’s kingdom of grace? See Mark 1:15; John 
3:5; John 18:36–37; Romans 14:17; and Colossians 1:13–14. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Name at least five benefits that are given to a believer in 
Christ who lives in the kingdom of grace. See Ephesians 
2:1–10 and Titus 2:11–14 for help in making the list. _______
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
How does the Lord nurture and sustain believers who live in 
His kingdom of grace? 
John 14:16–17 ______________________________________
Isaiah 55:11 ________________________________________
Matthew 26:26–28 __________________________________
Mark 4:26–29 _______________________________________
Titus 3:4–6 _________________________________________
John 3:16 states emphatically, For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. How is God’s kingdom of grace 
extended? See Matthew 5:14–16; Matthew 9:38; Acts 4:29; 
Galatians 6:2; and 2 Thessalonians 3:1. __________________
___________________________________________________

Faith Talk
According to John 3:16, God loves the world and would 
have all believe in Christ as Savior and Lord. When was the 
last opportunity you had to share, by the power of the Spirit, 
the Good News of Jesus? How did you take advantage of the 
opportunity? ________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Life in the Kingdom of Glory
We are given eternal life because our Savior lived a perfect life, 
suffered, died for our sins, and rose victoriously from the dead. 
Our God reigns in His kingdom of glory for all eternity. Jesus 
encourages us in Revelation 2:10c, be faithful unto death, and 
I will give you the crown of life. Who lives in God’s kingdom of 
glory? See Hebrews 12:1–3 and Revelation 5:9–11. ________
___________________________________________________
According to Romans 5:1–5 and Philippians 3:12–14, how do 
Christians live life here on earth? ________________________
___________________________________________________

Faith Talk
What does living and waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:13) mean in your life? __________________________
God loves life! He created us, makes us His own in the name 
of Jesus, keeps us in faith, and gives us the hope of eternal 
life with Him. How can you specifically advocate for life in all 
stages — from conception through the senior years? _______
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Read Revelation 21:1–7 and 22:1–5 for our Lord’s glimpse 
into the kingdom of glory. Share with one another your 
picture of eternal life with your Savior Jesus. ______________
___________________________________________________

Faith Walk
1.  Pray that the Holy Spirit will enable you to share the Good 

News of Jesus with those who need to hear. 
2.  Thank God that He has given you new life in Him through 

Baptism. Make sure you know the date you were baptized 
and plan a thanksgiving celebration on that day.

3.  Praise God for making you part of His kingdom of grace 
and giving you the hope of living eternally with Him in the 
kingdom of glory.

Closing Prayer
Sing or speak together: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
(LSB #525; LW #278; TLH #341).

By Shari Miller

Shari Miller, wife of Rev. Larry and mother of two grown children, is a freelance author and musician living in Helena, Montana, where she attends First 
Lutheran Church. Shari is the LWML Montana District President. She has written numerous articles and studies for the LWML.

 BIBLE
study
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en el Reino de DiosPor la Shari Miller, Traducido por Melissa Salomón

Oración de apertura
Amado Señor, Tú eres el Dios de vida. Tú creaste este mundo y todo que 
en el hay, incluyéndonos a nosotros mismos. Gracias por mandar a Tu Hijo 
Jesús para ser nuestro Salvador por medio de Su perfecta vida, sufrimiento, 
y muerte. Como Él resucitó a la vida de la muerte, nosotros también podemos 
anticipar y disfrutar de la vida eterna. Gracias por darnos al Espíritu Santo 
Quien nos mueve a vivir nuestras vidas en Tu reino de gracia, compartiendo 
las Buenas Nuevas de salvación en Jesús. Sé Tú con nostros mientras 
estudiemos Tu Palabra. En el nombre de Jesús oramos. Amén. 

Nuestra Vida en el Reino de Poder
Dios gobierna como rey sobre todo el universo. Su reino de poder está presente 
en todo lados. Salmo 103:19 dice: El Señor ha establecido su trono en el cielo; su 
reinado domina sobre todos. De acuerdo con lo que está escrito en Génesis 1:1–2, 
26a y Juan 1:1–4, 14, ¿quién estaba presente en la creación del mundo? _______
___________________________________________________________________
¿Qué nos recuerda Jesús en Mateo 28:18? ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
¿Qué aspectos específicos de la creación se encuentran en estos pasajes bíblicos?
Génesis 2:7, 22 ______________________________________________________
Job 38:1, 4–7 _______________________________________________________
Salmo 8:3 __________________________________________________________
Salmo 50:10–11 _____________________________________________________
Salmo 104:25–26 ____________________________________________________
Salmo 139:13–14 ____________________________________________________

Comparte con alguien en tu 

pequeño grupo sobre un evento 

o momento que cambió tu 

vida.  Describe tus sentimientos 

durante este tiempo de cambio. 

Durante este estudio bíblico, 

vamos a explorar nuestro Dios 

que da vida y los beneficios que 

Sus hijos disfrutan en Su Reino de 

poder, gracia, y gloria. En Mateo 

6:10a, Jesús nos muestra como 

orar, Venga tu reino. Como somos 

los amados hijos de Dios y nos 

ha dado nueva vida en Cristo 

por medio del Santo Bautismo, 

podemos explorar los beneficios 

de vida en el reino de Dios.

Nuestra Vida
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en el Reino de Dios

 ESTUDIO

Bíblico
¿Cómo se sintió Dios con Su creación de acuerdo con lo que 
está escrito en Génesis 1:31a?
¿Cómo cuida y sostiene Su creación Dios? Lee en Salmo 
145:8–9, 15–16; Salmo 147:8–9; y Lucas 12:22–31. _________
___________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe
¿Cómo cuida Dios diariamente a ti, Su amado hijo o amada 
hija? Sé específica. Haz una lista juntos. __________________
___________________________________________________

Si el tiempo lo permite
Cuando oramos la Segunda Petición del Padre Nuestro, ¿ora-
mos para que el Reino de Dios nos venga a nosotros? ¿Por qué 
o por qué no? (Ve al Catecismo Pequeño de Martín Lutero, 
Segunda Petición, “¿Qué significa esto?” que se encuentra en 
Culto Cristiano, página #280, Publicaciones “El Escudo” © 1964.)
___________________________________________________

Nuestra Vida en el Reino de Gracia
¿Quién vive en el Reino de gracia de Dios? Ve a 
Marcos 1:15; Juan 3:5; Juan 18:36–37; Romanos 14:17; y 
Colosenses 1:13–14. _________________________________
___________________________________________________
Nombra por lo menos cinco de los beneficios que el Señor 
nos da cuando creemos en Cristo y vivimos en el reino de 
gracia. Ve a Efesios 2:1–10 y Tito 2:11–14 para ayuda en hacer 
la lista. _____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
¿Cómo nutre y sostiene el Señor a los creyentes quienes viven 
en Su reino de gracia? 
Juan 14:16–17 ______________________________________
Isaías 55:11 _________________________________________
Mateo 26:26–28 _____________________________________
Marcos 4:26–29 _____________________________________
Tito 3:4–6 __________________________________________
Juan 3:16 dice enfáticamente: Porque tanto amó Dios al 
mundo, que dio a su Hijo unigénito, para que todo el que cree en 
él no se pierda, sino que tenga vida eterna. ¿Cómo se extiende 
el reino de gracia de Dios? Ve a Mateo 5:14–16; Mateo 9:38; 
Hechos 4:29; Gálatas 6:2; y 2nda de Tesalonicenses 3:1. ____
___________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe
De acuerdo a Juan 3:16, Dios ama al mundo entero y desea 
que todos crean en Cristo como su Salvador y Señor. ¿Cuando 
fue la última vez que tuviste la oportunidad de compartir, 
por medio del poder del Espíritu Santo, acerca de las Buenas 
Nuevas de Jesús? ¿Cómo aprovechaste de la oportunidad?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Nuestra Vida en el Reino de Gloria
Recibimos la vida eterna porque nuestro Salvador vivió una 
vida perfecta, sufrió, y murió por nuestros pecados, y resucitó 
victoriosamente de la muerte. Nuestro Dios reina en Su reino 
de gloria para toda la eternidad. Jesús nos anima en el libro 
de Apocalipsis 2:10c de ser fiel hasta la muerte y yo te daré la 
corona de la vida. ¿Quién vive en el reino de gloria de Dios? Ve 
a Hebreos 12:1–3 y Apocalipsis 5:9–11. __________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
De acuerdo a Romanos 5:1–5 y Filipenses 3:12–14, ¿como 
viven los creyentes aquí en la tierra? _____________________
___________________________________________________

Hablando de la Fe
¿Qué significa en tu vida que mientras aguardamos la bendita 
esperanza, es decir, la gloriosa venida de nuestro gran Dios y 
Salvador Jesucristo? (Tito 2:13) __________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
¡Dios ama a la vida! Él nos creó, y nos hace Suyos en el nom-
bre de Jesús. Nos mantiene en la fe y nos da la esperanza de la 
vida eterna en Él. ¿Cómo puedes defender y abogar para esa 
vida en cada etapa — desde la concepción hasta los años de 
la tercera edad? _____________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Lee a Apocalipsis 21:1–7 y 22:1–5 para un vislumbre al reino 
de gloria del Señor. Comparte con alguien en tu grupo cómo 
es tu imagen de la vida eterna con tu Salvador Jesús. _______
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Caminando por la Fe
1.  Ora que el Espíritu Santo te ayude a compartir las Buenas 

Nuevas de Jesús con aquellos que más necesitan escuchar. 
2.  Da gracias a Dios que Él te ha dado esa nueva vida en Él 

por medio del Bautismo. Asegúrate a investigar la fecha 
exacta de tu bautismo y planea una celebración especial 
para esa fecha.

3.  Da alabanzas a Dios por hacerte parte de Su reino de gracia 
y por darte la esperanza de vivir eternamente con Él en el 
reino de la Gloria.  

Oración de clausura
Cantada o recitada juntas:  “De boca y corazón” 
(Culto Cristiano #193).

La Sra. Shari Miller, esposa del Reverendo Larry y madre a dos hijos 
adultos, es una escritora y música viviendo en la ciudad de Helena, 
Montana, donde asiste a la Primera Iglesia Luterana allí.  Shari también 
es la Presidenta de la Liga Misionera de Damas Luteranas del Distrito de 
Montana. Ella ha escrito numerosos artículos y estudios para la Liga.
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Read Together
The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:5b–8)*.

Opening Prayer
Dear heavenly Father, I want to be able to “be still” 
and trust You: to make good come from the evil of my 
suffering; to put an end to my suffering when and if it 
is Your will; to help me be like St. Paul and accept my 
suffering because Your “grace is sufficient for me”; to help 
me understand what I must do. But the devil, the world, 
and my own sinful flesh make this so difficult that I almost 

sink into despair when my suffering overwhelms me. Give 
me strength to “fear, love, and trust” in You above all things 
at all times in all circumstances. Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief. In Jesus’ name I trust and pray. Amen.

Psalm 46:10 tells us to Be still and know that I am God. 
What is it God wants us to know or to recognize about Him?

Matthew 28:19 ___________________________________
John 3:16 _______________________________________
Romans 3:20–24 _________________________________
Titus 3:4–7 ______________________________________
1 John 3:1–2 _____________________________________
Isaiah 43:1 ______________________________________

BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD!
What Does This Mean?

Suffering is the crucible in which our faith is refined and strengthened. 
All suffering of any kind — physical, emotional, mental, spiritual, social, financial, 

our own, or that of a loved one — is a battleground on which Satan seeks to 
destroy our faith and trust in our Lord Jesus, while Christ is strengthening our 

faith and teaching us to fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
(See “Section I, The Ten Commandments, The First Commandment” 

of The Small Catechism: LSB, page 321; LW, page 301.)

By Jean McCain
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 BIBLE
studyLeader guide and Bible passages for this study are available online or by calling the LWML Office.

When we are baptized we become God’s own dear 
children, but we can only grow to know Him and to 
develop a personal relationship with Him through His 
Word. How does God work through His Word to teach us 
about Himself?

John 1:1–4,14–18 _________________________________
John 14:25–26 ___________________________________
John 16:13–15 ___________________________________
Romans 8:26–27 _________________________________
What are some characteristics of the relationship we have 
with our Lord?

John 14:18–21 ___________________________________
Galatians 2:20 ___________________________________
Romans 8:15–16 _________________________________
Psalm 139:1–6, 14–16 _____________________________

God — our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier who is 
Righteous and Merciful, All-knowing and All-powerful 
— allows us to call Him Father! Christ — God’s Son, who 
loved us so much that He died for us on the cross and rose 
from the dead to assure us of our reconciliation with our 
heavenly Father — allows us to call Him Our Brother! 
What, now, does GOD expect of us?

Matthew 10:37–38 _______________________________
Matthew 22:37–38 _______________________________
Deuteronomy 6:5–8 ______________________________

What are some promises God gives to us that reveal 
His deep love for us and that sustain us during times of 
suffering or temptation? (See “Evening Prayer” of The Small 
Catechism: LSB, page 327; LW, page 305; TLH, page 118.)

Isaiah 43:2–3a ___________________________________
Psalm 37:5 ______________________________________
Joshua 1:9 ______________________________________
Psalm 46:1–3 ____________________________________
How does God use suffering in our lives?

Hebrews 12:5–11 _________________________________
1 Peter 5:6–7 ____________________________________
Psalm 119:67, 75 _________________________________
Romans 5:3–5 ___________________________________

God’s relationship with us is very personal and individual. 
Only because He first loved us can we love Him (1 John 
4:9). He promises that all things work together for good for 
those who love God (Romans 8:28).

Why, then, do we find it so difficult to be still and know 
that God is at work in our lives, when suffering of various 
kinds and degrees enters our lives?

1 Peter 5:8_______________________________________
Ephesians 6:10–12 ________________________________

What can we do to overcome sinful worry and harmful 
anxiety when we face the problems and temptations that 
can result from suffering?

Psalm 86:7 _______________________________________
1 Corinthians 10:13 _______________________________
Proverbs 2:1–3; 5–6 _______________________________

Conclusion
Neither personal feelings of fear, frustration, and futility 
nor reliance on personal expectations, public opinion, 
or human reason can provide a foundation on which to 
stand and fight the temptations we face in suffering. Only 
prayer and the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word 
can and will provide the solid ground on which we stand 
with Christ as He, time and time again, brings blessing 
from the suffering we endure while we are here on earth.

Closing Prayer (based on Psalm 139:17–18, 23–24)
Leader: How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!

Group: How vast is the sum of them!
Leader: If I could count them,

Group: they are more than the sand.
Leader: Search me, O God, and know my heart!

Group: Try me and know my thoughts!
Leader: And see if there be any grievous way in me,

All: and lead me in the way everlasting! Amen.
Closing Hymn: “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” (LSB 
#575; LW #368; TLH #370)

*All Scripture verses are taken from ESV unless otherwise indicated.

Jean McCain serves as deaconess at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Auburn, Michigan. Previous to her studies at Fort Wayne Theological 
Seminary and graduation in 2011, she served the church for 36 
years as a Lutheran school teacher. Jean and her husband, Rev. 
Paul B. McCain (who entered heaven in 2007), are blessed with five 
grandchildren. Their sons, Rev. Paul T. McCain and Philip J. McCain, 
follow in his footsteps as servants of our Lord and of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.
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Opening Prayer
I know my faith is founded on Jesus 
Christ, my God and Lord; And this 
my faith confessing, unmoved I 
stand on His sure Word. Our reason 
cannot fathom the truth of God 
profound; Who trusts in human 
wisdom relies on shifting ground. 
God’s Word is all-sufficient, it makes 
divinely sure; And trusting in its 
wisdom, my faith shall rest secure. 
(LSB #587, verse 1)

Wisdom from the Beginning
In the beginning God (Genesis 1:1). 
Creation was the beginning of 
revealed wisdom as each flower 
unfolded and the mountains rose 
to the heights. From the large, 
lumbering animals that walk the 
earth to the delicate wings of the 
butterfly, God’s grace and wisdom 
became evident. It is the wisdom 
that is still visible in our world 
today, but only the beginning of 
understanding the wisdom of God.
Read Luke 12:32–34. In this reading 
we learn of the wisdom that 
becomes ours through Baptism. 
It is understanding that we have 
been given a kingdom, a kingdom 

not of this world. It is a spiritual 
treasure in heaven that will not be 
exhausted and no one can take 
away. Our hearts became changed 
and opened to His love, grace, 
and mercy. There we were planted 
with His seeds of wisdom and are 
continually fed and nourished 
through the Word and Sacraments.
Compare John 7:37–39 to 
Colossians 1:15–17 and 19–20. 
What connection do you see 
between creation and true wisdom 
in Christ? ______________________
______________________________
______________________________
Full and complete wisdom is far 
above every human thinking 
or insight. Flowing like a steady 
stream from Scriptures, wisdom 
comes through the Holy Spirit, as 
He provides the insight, power, 
and understanding of the almighty 
Father. It is embracing creation as 
only the beginning of Christ’s work, 
its reflection of love that covered 
us on the cross and culminates 
with joy everywhere through 
His resurrection from the dead. 
Opening the doors for the Holy 
Spirit to make His transformation 

The 
Profound 
Search 

By Jan Brunette

    for Wisdom

Recently struggling with an 
opening story or “hook” for 

this Bible study, I shared my 
concern with a friend. Without 
hesitation, she responded, “We 
know the Lord will provide the 

hook … and the fish.”  Almost 
instantly I realized she had 

given me the “hook” I needed. 
In contemplating the desire for 

wisdom to write about wisdom, 
God provided the wisdom 
I needed through a friend.

In our search for answers to our 
complicated lives, we constantly 

desire peace, understanding, 
and wisdom. Yet we forget that 

the answer to that need for 
wisdom rests in a book that too 
often sits unread in our homes. 
Although offered to us as God’s 
love letter, we overlook it as our 

source of true wisdom today.

Walk through the Bible, this 
book of wisdom, with me. It is 

truly the “hook” we desperately 
need in this world today.
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within us through the Word and Sacraments, He now 
reigns and rules our hearts. And because He does, so does 
wisdom — wisdom for life and for salvation.

Wisdom Discovered
Read Psalm 107:23–31 and answer the following:
What were the seamen’s reactions to trouble? __________
________________________________________________
How did God respond? ____________________________
________________________________________________
What comfort is there in knowing that He can still a storm 
and hush the waves? ______________________________
________________________________________________
What wisdom did they learn through being rescued? ____
________________________________________________
What lessons can we learn from this when we encounter 
trials and difficulties in our lives? _____________________
________________________________________________
Discover, in Job 28:12–24, 27–28, how he learned wisdom 
through suffering. _________________________________
________________________________________________

The Wisdom of Solomon
Proverbs 2:1–11 gives us incredible lessons on gaining a 
heart of wisdom. List as many as you can. ______________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What often stands in the way of our desire for wisdom? 
See Proverbs 3:5–6. _______________________________
What is the key word that can change our resistant 
struggle to that learning? ___________________________
Powerful wisdom is granted by the Holy Spirit as we trust 
God even when it doesn’t make sense. It is acknowledging 
God as God and allowing Him the right of straightening 
our paths. It is discovering when to rest in Him and when 
to move forward with Him — and it all relies on His Word, 
His guidance, and His divine wisdom within us.

Applying Wisdom in Service to Others
Wisdom is viewing others through the cross of Christ, seeing 
them as loved and redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. It 
is viewing all nations and peoples as those loved by Him, 
desiring that all be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth. In and through the Holy Spirit, wisdom can be gained: 
to love as Jesus loved, to see others through His eyes, and to 
care for them in the same manner. 
Read Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3:6–7. Who plants the 
seeds?__________ Who provides the increase? _________

As we reach out to others, it is for us to acknowledge that 
we are only vessels used for Him, allowing Him to pour out 
His wise streams of living water to others (John 7:38). And 
in His time, we begin to feed the “fish” that need to hear of 
His love for them.

True Wisdom 
Complete, referring to 1 Corinthians 1:23–25: Christ is 
the ____________ of God and the _____________ of God. 
What treasures are hidden in Christ in Colossians 2:2–3?
________________________________________________
These are revealed in and through the cross and 
resurrection. What appeared foolish to man became the 
source of all redemption, for the foolishness of God is wiser 
than man’s wisdom. There is nothing, and no one, that can 
surpass that wisdom. 
Remember that when our hearts and minds are focused 
on Jesus, we don’t just have one foot spiritually in heaven 
and one on earth: We are raised up with Christ in the 
heavenly realms. Wisdom in its truest form helps us see the 
riches of grace only God can provide.
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him 
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of 
his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:6-7).
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
praise! (Revelation 5:12)

Closing
Proverbs 18:4 states that the fountain of wisdom is a 
bubbling brook. An added footnote in Concordia Self-
Study Bible states: “A wise man’s words are refreshing and 
a source of life.” Pray that, as you remain in His Word, you 
may become a refreshing stream and source of life for 
others through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus, I am so thankful that in You I have all the 
wisdom of Your heavenly kingdom. Give me the desire 
to seek that Wisdom — to seek You — every day. Amen.
Hymns to read or sing: “Thy Strong Word Did Cleave the 
Darkness” (LSB #578; LW #328) or verse 1 of “I Know My 
Faith Is Founded” (LSB #587; LW #354; TLH #381) or 
“What Wondrous Love Is This, O My Soul” (LSB #543) 

Jan Brunette is a Christian author, speaker, and freelance writer who has 
been an active member in the LWML for over forty years. She currently 
attends Our Savior Lutheran Church in Rockwall, Texas.
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LWML items may be purchased through 
Concordia Publishing House (CPH), 
just a click away on the LWML website: 
lwml.org/store, or order by phone: 
800.325.3040. Prices good through 
September 30, 2017.

Don that LWML apron and get out 
your Serve the Lord with Gladness 
spatula because we have something 
new cooked up just for you!

Balance Bible Studies:
Christ Filled Living  LWML20441  $4.00  
Christ Filled Living with Adolescents  LWML20442  $4.00 
Christ Filled Family Living  LWML20443  $4.00

While cooling down, sipping those refreshing, icy drinks, 
try this collection of Balance Bible Studies. They are just the 
thing to work on alone or as a summertime group study!

New Mustard Seed Devotion Books are hot off the grill! 
Sized at 3½" x 5½" to make it easy to slip into a card!
Trust & Talents Mustard Seed Devotions LWML40226  $2.99
God’s Grace & Goodness Mustard Seed Devotions LWML40224 $2.99
Praise & Patience Mustard Seed Devotions LWML40225  $2.99

Together is Better is designed to help couples enrich their marriage. Couples and pastors 
will find this to be a helpful tool, giving insight into a Christ-filled marriage. LWML 49930  $5.50            
Dear Mother A devotional book designed especially for new moms! Any new mother will 
welcome this booklet as a special and precious gift!  LWML 21002  $2.99    

Serve the Lord with Gladness Purple Apron Bistro-style, full 
apron with front pockets and adjustable neck. LWML10030  $12.00

Serve the Lord with Gladness Spatula Stir up something great 
at home or at church! Makes a nice gift. LWML10170  $5.00

Serve the Lord with Gladness Towel Durable waffle-weave fabric 
for use in the kitchen at home and at church. LWML10171  $7.25
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ACTIONLutheran Women in Action

IOWAY to Skid Row
What began in 2003 as a “once-in-
a-lifetime” trip to the Rose Parade 
in Pasadena, California, has turned 
into an annual tradition with more 
than 30 volunteers from Iowa West 
District. Kathryn Sprecher (Trinity, 
Des Moines) and Ellie Menz (Trinity, 
Jefferson) were both part of that 
original group of travelers known as 
Petal Pushers. 
Ellie Menz, district coordinator for 
IOWAY (Individual Outreach With 
Adults and Youth), began working 
with a pastor on a project, teaching 
VBS in downtown Los Angeles. He 
connected the IOWAY group to the 
Petal Pushers, and the rest is history.
The Iowa volunteers join with others 
to decorate the beautiful floats for 
the internationally televised Rose 

Parade. However, the week-long trip 
isn’t just about decorating floats and 
watching parades. For the past eight 
years, volunteers have spent a day on 
Skid Row, in inner-city Los Angeles, 
where more than 8,000 homeless 
people live. The group serves at a 
homeless shelter and distributes 
Bibles, socks, tote bags, and more 
than 500 towel kits to men, women, 
and children in need.
Thanks to the mission-minded 
LWML women, the donations pour 
in year-round, and many help 
spread the Gospel by sharing their 
experiences and encouraging 
others to participate. IOWAY also 
supports short-term mission trips to 
Haiti and inner-city Omaha. 

From the Petal Pushers 
Facebook page

The Petal Pushers® are a group 
of more than 5,000 volunteers 
who decorate the Lutheran Hour 
Ministries float as well as many 
other floats in the annual New 
Year’s Day Tournament of Roses 
Parade. Each year these volunteers 
travel to Pasadena from throughout 
the United States. They represent 
all walks of life and range in age 
from 13 to over 85; they represent 
church groups, senior citizens 
organizations, Girl and Boy Scout 
troops, youth groups, and families.

What do all these smiling 
faces have in common? They 
enjoy working together, 
creating beautiful lap blankets 
for Mercy Hospice residents. 
Shown here are the Thursday 
Girls of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lebanon, Missouri 
(Missouri District), producers of 
these fine-looking blankets.

From left to right:  Lorna Beall, Marilyn 
Kelm, Judy Saunders, Jan Sparks, 
Renate Lavyrk, Paula Shreckhise, 
Jeanette Ferkey, and Dixie Krisher.

WINTER 2017 THEME: 
TRUST ISSUES
NEWS! Please share your 
stories (and photos!) of 
joyful, mission-minded 
service to News Editor 
Linda Guteres at 
newseditor@lwml.org or 
3 Timber Trail, Medford, 
NY 11763 by July 15, 2017.
Include your name, ad-
dress, phone, and email.
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For almost three decades, Friendship 
House MSU (International Student 
Ministry) has been a ministry serving 
international students, scholars, and 
family members who are associated 
with Michigan State University.
In 1995, thanks to the leadership of Karol 
Selle, the Friendship House received a 
$100,000 LWML grant and purchased a 
building on the west edge of campus. 
The grant was conditional upon a $50,000 
local match, which was raised from 
congregations and many individual donors. 
In 2014, they received a $23,980 grant 
from the LWML Michigan District that was 
applied to several educational areas.
More than 80 Lutheran volunteer teachers 
— retired university professors, retired 
college instructors, and retired high school 
teachers — work with the international 
students. Classes have grown from 12 to 
almost 300 students each semester. The 
students attend 30 English as a Second 
Language classes (ESL) and various Bible 
studies. English for Arabic Speakers and 
a Christian education class have recently 

been added to the curriculum. In addition 
to traditional class learning experiences, 
Friendship House MSU offers Conversation 
Partners, a class where people are assigned 
international students to work in one-on-
one teaching formats. 
Last year, Hannah Gao gave a testimony 
of her life, before and after she became 
a student of Friendship House. Hannah 
wrote, “I do not know when God started 
to pay attention to me. I have been 
independent and confident from my 
childhood, which made me proud, 
bordering on conceit. I never thought I 
needed a god.” After her attendance at 
the school she writes, “At this point, my 
struggle had been overcome by the great 
love, and I believe in Jesus without any 
hesitation. I am preparing to devote myself 
to the Lord.” 
Hannah is now giving back by helping 
to organize a class that meets at the 
Martin Luther Chapel on campus. More 
than 40 Chinese adults and children 
attend each Sunday. 

“At this point, my 
struggle had been 

overcome by the great 
love, and I believe 

in Jesus without any 
hesitation.”

—Hannah Gao

Sharing Christ and Making a Difference

Bringing Hope to Women in Darkness

ACTIONLutheran Women in Action

The LakePointe Lutheran Church, located in Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
has had the opportunity to reach out with the love of Jesus to support 
The Hope Movement, a grant recipient of the LWML Mid South District.
The Hope Movement is a program designed to help women post-rehab 
move from addiction to life in Jesus as they reintegrate into real life. 
Women are accepted into the program after completing a successful 
interview process and are assisted in a number of ways, including 
housing, counseling, and job assistance. They are helped to be reunited 
with their children and to restart their lives on the right path, with Jesus 
right beside them. 
The Hope Movement utilizes local professionals, volunteers, and qualified 
mentors to prepare participants for a successful return to the community 
by addressing their needs, life skills, and discipleship training.  
As they look to the future, The Hope Movement has recently completed 
the process of renovating a home that will be used as a residence for 
women in the program.
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POBLO International Ministries began 
using the ancient tradition of Henna as 
an outreach tool for Muslim women. A 
Henna party was held at Atonement 
Lutheran Church in Dearborn, 
Michigan, with more than 70 women, 
young and old, in attendance. Their 
hands were temporarily “tattooed” with 
Henna dye while listening to their new 
Christian friends share the love of Christ.  
Many of the women had tears in their 
eyes as they learned how Jesus loves 
women, that He forgives them, and 
that women are precious to Him. This 
message resonates deeply with Muslim 
women who often suffer from low self-
esteem, isolation, and who are often 
victims of verbal or physical abuse.  
Cynthia Khan, POBLO Missionary, 
helped arrange the party and continues 
to look for new activities to reach Mus-
lim women. Other successful events 
have been hummus cook-off competi-
tions, international cooking classes, 
English classes, and sewing classes.
These creative classes give isolated 
women a wonderful outlet and allow 
them to develop long-lasting friend-
ships with their Christian mentors. 
Women are encouraged to continue 
in Bible study and worship. Muslim 
women are thrilled to be in the church, 
to be welcomed and respected, and to 
have Christian friends. 
An Egyptian woman, Sana, came to 
know Jesus by attending a POBLO 

English class. Sana was thrilled as well 
as amazed to discover that her Christian 
teacher was a volunteer who faithfully 
gave her time simply because she had 
a heart to serve. Sana grew close to her 
teacher, Linda. Sana was expecting her 
third child, and when time for delivery 
came, Linda accompanied her to the 
hospital, staying with her through the 
birthing process.   
Shorty after returning home, Sana was 
curious to learn about Jesus and His 
love that her teacher extended to her 
in the time of need. Thanks to Linda’s 
demonstration of love, Sana knows and 
loves her Savior, Jesus Christ! 
Creative events or activities, like 
organizing a henna party or offering 
sewing classes, are simple tools which 
can put Christian and Muslim women 
together in an atmosphere of laughter 
and love, creating ties and sharing the 
Gospel in culturally relevant ways.  
Whatever the program, the essential 
ingredients are love, friendship, and 
hospitality. With POBLO International, 
these programs are certainly creating 
an environment in which women can 
learn things far more important than 
English, cooking, or sewing. They can 
learn about Jesus!
Please contact Cynthia Khan at POBLO 
(Cynthia@poblo.org or 586-477-1530) to 
learn more about how your church can 
reach out through English, cooking, 
sewing, and more.

POBLO International Henna Party Brings the Gospel to Muslim Women

The LWML women of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Canton, Kansas (Kansas District), have been very 
busy! Their winter project consisted of creating 
beautiful pillows to be donated to a local children’s 
hospital.  What a beautiful demonstration of 
blessing others in the name of Jesus!  

 LU T H E R A N  W O MA N’ S  Q UA R T E R LY  27



When 21-year-old Christopher Holland 
lost his earthly battle with heart and 
lung disease, his home congregation, 
Christ Lutheran Church in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, reached out to comfort other 
families suffering illness and loss. Chris 
loved telling people about his church and 
was a vital part of its youth group, The 
Embers. During Chris’ last days, his family 
was coloring a stuffed elephant to give to 
him to help comfort him. 
The Embers wanted to reach out to 
children who need comfort while 
hospitalized, realizing that, in a hospital 
environment, God can seem distant to 
both a child and the parents. This ministry 
honors Chris’ strong belief that God never 
forgot him and would never forget others.
A pattern, resembling Chris’ elephant, was 
stumbled upon, and permission to use the 
pattern was joyfully granted by its creator 
— a mother of a handicapped son.
A book accompanies each elephant, with 

a clear message that “an elephant never 
forgets, and God never forgets you.” No 
two elephants are alike, and each has its 
own name.
Unexpected funding from individuals and 
organizational grants have allowed this 
ministry to expand its outreach. One of the 
strongest partners has been the Daughters 
of Christ LWML, Shreveport. From the 
beginning, the women were instrumental 
in sewing the elephants. In May 2010, 
the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District 
approved the Forget-Me-Not Ministry for a 
$2,000 Mission grant. The ongoing support, 
whether spiritual, physical or monetary, has 
helped make this outreach successful.
Nine years later, the ministry has touched 
approximately 800 children. People now 
approach the members of Christ Lutheran 
Church and The Embers Youth when they 
learn of a sick or injured child. Sharing 
Jesus is what it is all about!
And so, with a death, a ministry was born.

Forget Me Not

ACTIONLutheran Women in Action

This past February, Faith Lutheran Church’s sewing 
guild, Knots of Love, Plano, Texas (Texas District), 
along with students from Faith Lutheran School, 
completed the last of 5,000 quilts that will be 
donated to Lutheran World Relief. Mary Afsharird, 
president of Women of Faith, said, “Congratulations 
to Knots of Love members past and present on this 
outstanding accomplishment!”

Did you know some form of the word “fool” 
or “foolish” is found in the King James Bible 
199 times? The women of St. Luke’s LWML in 
Manhattan, Kansas (Kansas District), celebrated 
April Fool’s Day, learning about the foolishness 
of this world and God’s wisdom. Following Bible 
study, they played silly games and enjoyed treats 
of chocolate lasagna and Rice Krispy meat loaf.
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FROM PRESIDENT PAT TI

One Deep Breath
I know many of you can relate to the 
articles in this issue of our magazine. 

As a nurse, I have waited with 
families at the bedside of dying 
patients as they cease breathing. 
As a mother, I have had to unplug 
life support machines and watch 
my daughter take her last breath. 
As a daughter, I have watched 
my mother struggle to breathe 
and say, “All I want to do is take 
one deep breath.” 
One deep breath. With one 
deep breath, we were made in 
the image of God. Then the Lord 
God formed the man of dust from 
the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life (Genesis 
2:7 ESV). So God created man in 

his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he 

created them (Genesis 1:27 ESV).
Our present world does not see man 
as having any connection to the 
image of God. Therefore, we don’t 
treasure ourselves or our fellow men 
as loved sons and daughters, loved 
beings of God’s creation. We take 
the ownership of our own lives and 
those of others as ours to control, 
rather than giving up control to the 
almighty, all-knowing, loving God, in 
whose image we were made.

Whether it is suicide, abortion, murder, 
neglect or starvation, each Lutheran 
Woman in Mission must ask, “What would 
God have me do about it?” As a Bible study 
in this magazine examines, first we must 
go to Scripture for wisdom. LWML — 
Lutheran Women in Mission — are guided 
in all we do with the Word of God as found 
in the Holy Bible. Then, we must put what 
we learn into action.
One deep breath. Jesus said to them again: 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you.” And when he had 
said this, he breathed on [the disciples] and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 
20:21–22 ESV). Jon Hus writes about this 
verse: “[Jesus sends them] to bear testimony 
to the truth, to preach the word of salvation 
and, by life and teaching, to show the way of 
blessedness to the people.”
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we should 
always be ready to take the message of 
God’s peace to those who face death, 
disappointments, and disasters. 
Take that one deep breath, and step out 
in love! Whether you are confident or 
uncomfortable, be a Lutheran Woman in 
Mission! You have God’s Spirit and power 
within you!

What would God have

do about it? 
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BE READYWritten by Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast, Jr.

Customize your congregation’s celebration of LWML Sunday through the 
LWML website www.lwml.org/lwml-sunday.
•  Download an ingathering litany, sermon, and children’s message written by Rev. Dr. 

Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., President of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana.
• Purchase or download letter- and legal-sized preprinted bulletin covers.
•  Download the banner pattern and a PowerPoint presentation.
•  Purchase new mission grant bookmarks.
•  Order New Children’s Mite Boxes free of charge to be distributed at Sunday School or 

as part of the children’s message.

For assistance or questions, contact the LWML office: 1-800-252-5965 or www.lwml.org.

Promote the mission of the LWML by celebrating LWML Sunday.




