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IOWAY to Skid Row
What began in 2003 as a “once-in-
a-lifetime” trip to the Rose Parade 
in Pasadena, California, has turned 
into an annual tradition with more 
than 30 volunteers from Iowa West 
District. Kathryn Sprecher (Trinity, 
Des Moines) and Ellie Menz (Trinity, 
Jefferson) were both part of that 
original group of travelers known as 
Petal Pushers. 
Ellie Menz, district coordinator for 
IOWAY (Individual Outreach With 
Adults and Youth), began working 
with a pastor on a project, teaching 
VBS in downtown Los Angeles. He 
connected the IOWAY group to the 
Petal Pushers, and the rest is history.
The Iowa volunteers join with others 
to decorate the beautiful floats for 
the internationally televised Rose 

Parade. However, the week-long trip 
isn’t just about decorating floats and 
watching parades. For the past eight 
years, volunteers have spent a day on 
Skid Row, in inner-city Los Angeles, 
where more than 8,000 homeless 
people live. The group serves at a 
homeless shelter and distributes 
Bibles, socks, tote bags, and more 
than 500 towel kits to men, women, 
and children in need.
Thanks to the mission-minded 
LWML women, the donations pour 
in year-round, and many help 
spread the Gospel by sharing their 
experiences and encouraging 
others to participate. IOWAY also 
supports short-term mission trips to 
Haiti and inner-city Omaha. 

From the Petal Pushers 
Facebook page

The Petal Pushers® are a group 
of more than 5,000 volunteers 
who decorate the Lutheran Hour 
Ministries float as well as many 
other floats in the annual New 
Year’s Day Tournament of Roses 
Parade. Each year these volunteers 
travel to Pasadena from throughout 
the United States. They represent 
all walks of life and range in age 
from 13 to over 85; they represent 
church groups, senior citizens 
organizations, Girl and Boy Scout 
troops, youth groups, and families.

What do all these smiling 
faces have in common? They 
enjoy working together, 
creating beautiful lap blankets 
for Mercy Hospice residents. 
Shown here are the Thursday 
Girls of Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Lebanon, Missouri 
(Missouri District), producers of 
these fine-looking blankets.

From left to right:  Lorna Beall, Marilyn 
Kelm, Judy Saunders, Jan Sparks, 
Renate Lavyrk, Paula Shreckhise, 
Jeanette Ferkey, and Dixie Krisher.

WINTER 2017 THEME: 
TRUST ISSUES
NEWS! Please share your 
stories (and photos!) of 
joyful, mission-minded 
service to News Editor 
Linda Guteres at 
newseditor@lwml.org or 
3 Timber Trail, Medford, 
NY 11763 by July 15, 2017.
Include your name, ad-
dress, phone, and email.
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For almost three decades, Friendship 
House MSU (International Student 
Ministry) has been a ministry serving 
international students, scholars, and 
family members who are associated 
with Michigan State University.
In 1995, thanks to the leadership of Karol 
Selle, the Friendship House received a 
$100,000 LWML grant and purchased a 
building on the west edge of campus. 
The grant was conditional upon a $50,000 
local match, which was raised from 
congregations and many individual donors. 
In 2014, they received a $23,980 grant 
from the LWML Michigan District that was 
applied to several educational areas.
More than 80 Lutheran volunteer teachers 
— retired university professors, retired 
college instructors, and retired high school 
teachers — work with the international 
students. Classes have grown from 12 to 
almost 300 students each semester. The 
students attend 30 English as a Second 
Language classes (ESL) and various Bible 
studies. English for Arabic Speakers and 
a Christian education class have recently 

been added to the curriculum. In addition 
to traditional class learning experiences, 
Friendship House MSU offers Conversation 
Partners, a class where people are assigned 
international students to work in one-on-
one teaching formats. 
Last year, Hannah Gao gave a testimony 
of her life, before and after she became 
a student of Friendship House. Hannah 
wrote, “I do not know when God started 
to pay attention to me. I have been 
independent and confident from my 
childhood, which made me proud, 
bordering on conceit. I never thought I 
needed a god.” After her attendance at 
the school she writes, “At this point, my 
struggle had been overcome by the great 
love, and I believe in Jesus without any 
hesitation. I am preparing to devote myself 
to the Lord.” 
Hannah is now giving back by helping 
to organize a class that meets at the 
Martin Luther Chapel on campus. More 
than 40 Chinese adults and children 
attend each Sunday. 

“At this point, my 
struggle had been 

overcome by the great 
love, and I believe 

in Jesus without any 
hesitation.”

—Hannah Gao

Sharing Christ and Making a Difference

Bringing Hope to Women in Darkness

ACTIONLutheran Women in Action

The LakePointe Lutheran Church, located in Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
has had the opportunity to reach out with the love of Jesus to support 
The Hope Movement, a grant recipient of the LWML Mid South District.
The Hope Movement is a program designed to help women post-rehab 
move from addiction to life in Jesus as they reintegrate into real life. 
Women are accepted into the program after completing a successful 
interview process and are assisted in a number of ways, including 
housing, counseling, and job assistance. They are helped to be reunited 
with their children and to restart their lives on the right path, with Jesus 
right beside them. 
The Hope Movement utilizes local professionals, volunteers, and qualified 
mentors to prepare participants for a successful return to the community 
by addressing their needs, life skills, and discipleship training.  
As they look to the future, The Hope Movement has recently completed 
the process of renovating a home that will be used as a residence for 
women in the program.
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POBLO International Ministries began 
using the ancient tradition of Henna as 
an outreach tool for Muslim women. A 
Henna party was held at Atonement 
Lutheran Church in Dearborn, 
Michigan, with more than 70 women, 
young and old, in attendance. Their 
hands were temporarily “tattooed” with 
Henna dye while listening to their new 
Christian friends share the love of Christ.  
Many of the women had tears in their 
eyes as they learned how Jesus loves 
women, that He forgives them, and 
that women are precious to Him. This 
message resonates deeply with Muslim 
women who often suffer from low self-
esteem, isolation, and who are often 
victims of verbal or physical abuse.  
Cynthia Khan, POBLO Missionary, 
helped arrange the party and continues 
to look for new activities to reach Mus-
lim women. Other successful events 
have been hummus cook-off competi-
tions, international cooking classes, 
English classes, and sewing classes.
These creative classes give isolated 
women a wonderful outlet and allow 
them to develop long-lasting friend-
ships with their Christian mentors. 
Women are encouraged to continue 
in Bible study and worship. Muslim 
women are thrilled to be in the church, 
to be welcomed and respected, and to 
have Christian friends. 
An Egyptian woman, Sana, came to 
know Jesus by attending a POBLO 

English class. Sana was thrilled as well 
as amazed to discover that her Christian 
teacher was a volunteer who faithfully 
gave her time simply because she had 
a heart to serve. Sana grew close to her 
teacher, Linda. Sana was expecting her 
third child, and when time for delivery 
came, Linda accompanied her to the 
hospital, staying with her through the 
birthing process.   
Shorty after returning home, Sana was 
curious to learn about Jesus and His 
love that her teacher extended to her 
in the time of need. Thanks to Linda’s 
demonstration of love, Sana knows and 
loves her Savior, Jesus Christ! 
Creative events or activities, like 
organizing a henna party or offering 
sewing classes, are simple tools which 
can put Christian and Muslim women 
together in an atmosphere of laughter 
and love, creating ties and sharing the 
Gospel in culturally relevant ways.  
Whatever the program, the essential 
ingredients are love, friendship, and 
hospitality. With POBLO International, 
these programs are certainly creating 
an environment in which women can 
learn things far more important than 
English, cooking, or sewing. They can 
learn about Jesus!
Please contact Cynthia Khan at POBLO 
(Cynthia@poblo.org or 586-477-1530) to 
learn more about how your church can 
reach out through English, cooking, 
sewing, and more.

POBLO International Henna Party Brings the Gospel to Muslim Women

The LWML women of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Canton, Kansas (Kansas District), have been very 
busy! Their winter project consisted of creating 
beautiful pillows to be donated to a local children’s 
hospital.  What a beautiful demonstration of 
blessing others in the name of Jesus!  
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When 21-year-old Christopher Holland 
lost his earthly battle with heart and 
lung disease, his home congregation, 
Christ Lutheran Church in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, reached out to comfort other 
families suffering illness and loss. Chris 
loved telling people about his church and 
was a vital part of its youth group, The 
Embers. During Chris’ last days, his family 
was coloring a stuffed elephant to give to 
him to help comfort him. 
The Embers wanted to reach out to 
children who need comfort while 
hospitalized, realizing that, in a hospital 
environment, God can seem distant to 
both a child and the parents. This ministry 
honors Chris’ strong belief that God never 
forgot him and would never forget others.
A pattern, resembling Chris’ elephant, was 
stumbled upon, and permission to use the 
pattern was joyfully granted by its creator 
— a mother of a handicapped son.
A book accompanies each elephant, with 

a clear message that “an elephant never 
forgets, and God never forgets you.” No 
two elephants are alike, and each has its 
own name.
Unexpected funding from individuals and 
organizational grants have allowed this 
ministry to expand its outreach. One of the 
strongest partners has been the Daughters 
of Christ LWML, Shreveport. From the 
beginning, the women were instrumental 
in sewing the elephants. In May 2010, 
the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District 
approved the Forget-Me-Not Ministry for a 
$2,000 Mission grant. The ongoing support, 
whether spiritual, physical or monetary, has 
helped make this outreach successful.
Nine years later, the ministry has touched 
approximately 800 children. People now 
approach the members of Christ Lutheran 
Church and The Embers Youth when they 
learn of a sick or injured child. Sharing 
Jesus is what it is all about!
And so, with a death, a ministry was born.

Forget Me Not
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This past February, Faith Lutheran Church’s sewing 
guild, Knots of Love, Plano, Texas (Texas District), 
along with students from Faith Lutheran School, 
completed the last of 5,000 quilts that will be 
donated to Lutheran World Relief. Mary Afsharird, 
president of Women of Faith, said, “Congratulations 
to Knots of Love members past and present on this 
outstanding accomplishment!”

Did you know some form of the word “fool” 
or “foolish” is found in the King James Bible 
199 times? The women of St. Luke’s LWML in 
Manhattan, Kansas (Kansas District), celebrated 
April Fool’s Day, learning about the foolishness 
of this world and God’s wisdom. Following Bible 
study, they played silly games and enjoyed treats 
of chocolate lasagna and Rice Krispy meat loaf.
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