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Philippians 4:9
       

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me -

practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
SC:
In  the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

AOL:
Amen!

Luther's Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You,  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.

Prayer for the Word


Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly understand them, that by the patience and comfort of Your Holy Word we may forever cling to the blessed assurance of life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Matthew 9:9

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.”  And he rose and followed him.
Luke 5:27-28

After this [Jesus] went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth.  And he said to him, “Follow me.”  And leaving everything, he rose and followed him.
Matthew 10:2-4

[Mark 3:16-19]   [Luke 6:13-16]
[Acts 1:13]

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Did you know......

  1.  He was known as both _________ and Matthew

  2.  He was a Tax Collector in the town of ________________
  3.  He was called to _________ Jesus
  4.  He was known as one of the ______________ apostles.
  5.  He writes an important __________ account of Jesus in Bethlehem
  6.  He witnesses the __________ Lord

  7.  He records Jesus' words on making _______________: Baptize & Teach

  8.  He witnesses the Lord's _______________ into heaven
  9.  He was one of the _________ Gospel writers    
10.  September 21st  -  ____________________ DAY
11.  His Crypt is in Salerno Cathedral in southern __________
12.  Tradition says he preached for ______ years in Jerusalem
13.  His possible mission journeys were to Iran and ___________
Jesus Calls Levi



[Mark 2]

[Jesus] went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them.  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.  And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”
Why do you think this son of Alphaeus was moved to follow Jesus?

What do you think it meant for this Tax Collector to do so - and leave everything?  
Which is worse, a sinner or a tax collector?
Why was Jesus eating with them?

Does the illustration by Jesus help you understand why He came into our world?

How do you know if you are sick?

What does it mean to be made well in this context?

Matthew must have felt treasured by Jesus... He came to his house... sound familiar?

The Lord's Prayer


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Prayer for the Church


Grant, we implore You, almighty God, to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down from above that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide to the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

The Lord Almighty bless and direct our day and deeds in His peace!  
