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Welcome
to the

EEEE Tour Bus Company

Est. 1942

Welcome trainees as new tour guides with the 4 E’s Bus Tour Company. Our
challenge is to prepare our travelers to Engage, Encourage, Equip, and Enjoy
their tour experience. Our owner manager and main tour director is our Savior,
Jesus. As we follow Him as our Leader, your role is to learn all the details of
this tour. We’ll take you through each step of the tour so that after you are
trained as tour guides, you will be able to successfully lead an exciting tour to
each of these memorable sites.
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Begin
with

PRAYER

The first rule for success is to always begin with prayer. Pray that God will help
you recognize people who need you. Make a list and pray daily that God will
give you openings.
Get out of your comfort zone with the help of the Holy Spirit. [Pray]
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Taking it to the Streets
Brought to you by:
Gospel Outreach Committee Chairman Nancy Heredia
Vice President of Christian Life Jennifer Huecker
Vice President of Gospel Outreach Angelina Jauregui
Strategic Plan Facilitator Carol von Soosten

This session, Taking it to the Streets, was developed by your tour training
instructors Gospel Outreach Committee Chairman Nancy Heredia, Vice
President of Christian Life Jennifer Huecker, Vice President of Gospel
Outreach Angelina Jauregui, and Strategic Plan Facilitator Carol von Soosten
Remember, today as we lead you around the sites of the regular tour, pay
close attention or take notes so that you will learn all the pertinent facts for
each of the stops along the tour.
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Christian Life Boulevard

lwml.org
Christian Life Boulevard: Walk with me down this Christian Life Boulevard as
we take a tour of how you can witness to others about the love of Jesus.
Our first stop along the boulevard is the print shop.
You will see the process for presenting the Bible studies and devotions that are
available online at lwml.org and through the LWML Store. As new tour guides,
you need to know how this process works.
When a Bible study is submitted, the Christian Life Committee edits it so that it
follows the LWML Style Guide for consistent formatting. It is then submitted to
the LWML Counselors and they send it to Synod for Doctrinal Review. When
the CL Committee receives it back, it is sent it to the Graphics Committee who
design the cover and create the final document of the study. It is then sent to
the publisher. Why is this process so important? Everyone can be sure that
these Bible studies are not just a personal opinion but they follow the true
Word of God. As a leader, share this information with everyone on your tour
and for them to share back home.
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Christian Life Boulevard
Circulation Department

Our next stop at this boulevard location is the Circulation Department. Bible
study books, devotionals, and inspirational sketches sitting on shelves are not
valuable. Their value is in spreading God’s Word by actually doing the Bible
study or devotion.
In the Circulation Department, there is a sign that says, “Start a Bible study at
church. Start a neighborhood study. You might begin by inviting women in for
coffee and discuss gathering once a week to begin a study that relates to their
needs. Do you have an exercise group, a young women’s once-a-month
gathering to share your faith through studying His Word? Use resources to
connect with those women.”
Tour guides, read that sign for those on your tour so they hear the message of
using resources to connect with other women and to help spread the Gospel.
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LWML Bible Study
Bookstore

Next on our tour is the LWML Bible Study Bookstore.
You’ll see suggestions at each of the displays for how to use the item. “Invite
women to a tea/brunch and use one of the DVD Bible studies by Donna Pyle
as your entertainment.” That tip is next to the stack of Donna’s DVD Bible
studies like Your Strong Suit, a study of putting on the armor of God; Peter,
From Fisherman to Fisher of Men, a great DVD study for a couple’s evening.
Where Love Abides is her newest DVD Bible Study.
Another tips sheet suggests looking on the LWML website under the WORD
tab where you will find new Bible studies, devotions, and a reSOURCEs
planner for a complete 2- year planner full of studies and devotions.
As tour guides, you must pass this information on. Leaders must equip and
engage others.
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Mustard Seed Devotion Museum

Then walk with me to our next stop at the Mustard Seed Devotional Museum,
a perfect place to find encouragement to be shared.
Today you are receiving a Mustard Seed Devotion. These are wonderful to
insert in a card sent to a friend in need of comfort, to a special person on their
birthday, left in your hotel room for the cleaning staff, or placed in a dentist or
doctor’s office before or after your appointment.
We also have packets of Mustard Seed Devotions and Mustard Seed
Devotional Booklets. These could be placed with your shut-in baskets or ask
your pastor if he would like to give them on his hospital visits. They are very
reasonably priced and can be shared in many places.
Trainees, you’ll learn that wherever people are assembled, there are
opportunities to share God’s Word. As leaders it is vitally important to tell those
on your tours to share their story of God’s love.
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Creative Avenue

We are now moving to a fun room in the museum. Enjoy your time here as we
enter Creative Avenue.
This is the Scripture in Color Gallery.
When you are leading a tour, you might want to open this time with some
brainstorming. Ask those on your tour, “Where could these witnessing tools be
used?”
What do you all have to suggest?
[Allow time for interaction. Some suggestions might be use in Sunday School,
laminate and share with the congregation as bookmarks, prepare a book of
colorful pages as a gift, give as a gift for someone to color, or color and use as
an invitation to a Bible study you are hosting.]
Handout copies (English and Spanish versions in samples)
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Gospel Outreach Parkway

Short Term
Mission Trip Depot

As we head toward Gospel Outreach Parkway, we will begin the second leg of
our tour. During our time together, you will experience many exceptional
opportunities to engage, encourage, and equip women in groups, zones, and
districts.
Our first destination at this location is Short Term Mission Trip Depot. This stop
has information on the many ways you can become involved in mission work,
like MOST Ministries. Mission Opportunities Short Term is an organization that
connects, trains, and sends short-term mission teams throughout the world.
You can choose your project, location and dates to fit your schedule. What an
exciting way to serve the Lord.
MOST ministries also has volunteer projects with detailed instructions that you
can make. You’ll see a display that says, “Calling all seamstresses!!” It is
asking visitors to consider making eyeglass cases, neck coolers, tote bags,
and quilts. If people can’t sew? That’s OK, they can engage in these projects
by cutting out the pieces, pinning, or tying. The display says to invite everyone
to your house to help with a project and to set up an assembly line. Everyone
will enjoy working together on various projects and it is a great way to build
relationships. Participants will be engaging, encouraging, equipping, and
enjoying each other in the process.
MOST ministries website includes Mission Team information, serving
opportunities, resources, and newsletters. Tour guides, put this on your to do
list to check out so you are better informed of all the details.
The final items on the display suggest including these kinds of trips on the
yearly LWML District calendar of events so everyone knows when they are
scheduled and to apply to lead a Thrivent Action Team to assist with seed
money to host a mission education event, one-time fundraiser, or educational
event.
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Short Term Mission Trip Depot

Another display at the depot emphasizes the benefits of using the LCMS
website. Information for numerous mission opportunities such as Disaster
Response, Health, Life, Mercy, Medical Teams, and Youth Servant Events are
available on that website and interested parties are encouraged to contact the
Mission to get more details.
The display further suggests planning a mission trip with a group from church
or finding a friend to go together on a short term mission trip.
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Short Term Mission Trip Depot

LCMS District websites

NEW ENGLAND
DISTRICT

Let’s take a look at another exhibit, this one is focused on LCMS District
websites.
The narrative in the display says, “When is the last time you visited your LCMS
District website? You will find a great deal of valuable information about
missions, specialized ministries, outreach and service opportunities.
By becoming involved in your LCMS District missions, you will be connecting
and engaging with many pastors and church workers. You will have a chance
to connect and build new relationships with others that will strengthen the
LWML’s mission focus. Now that’s a win-win!”
Tour guides, don’t miss out on that display so you can refer individuals in your
tours to their district website for a wealth of resources.
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Missionary Hall of Fame

Let’s walk down this corridor to the Missionary Hall of Fame. This is the place
where people can interact with one of the hundreds of missionaries spreading
the gospel around the world. Maybe they’ve wondered how they could care or
even talk with a missionary. People on your tours may ask that question.
By using the Gospel Outreach LWML Missionary Care Package and
Guidelines for Skype pamphlets, anyone can discover how to select a
missionary and then the fun and joy of supporting and praying for specific
needs of that missionary. Missionaries would love to have partners! Find out
more at lwml.org. Also, anyone can connect with a missionary at LCMS.org.
Trainees, make sure you share this information during your tours.
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Mission Servant Activity Park

This Month's Mission Service Activities
Mission Service Activities Archive
Paint the Planet Purple Feedback NEW!
Gifts from the Heart Toolkits now updated!
Jesus' Love in Action Through the Year
Caring for Missionaries

How about we take a short walk over to Mission Servant Activity Park. As
with other activity parks, there are stations along the route for people to try.
Unlike fitness stations at other parks where you do a circuit to help improve
your fitness level, this park has activity stations to improve your ability to reach
out to others. Each of the stations has so many activities that will get everyone
serving others in their neighborhood, community, district, nationally, and
internationally.
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Mission Servant Activity Park

Sharing Jesus’ Love through Action is a Year’s Worth of Mission Service
Activities. It offers each woman opportunities to use her unique gifts in God’s
service. This will help equip women to make a difference in the lives of all
people. It can encourage others and help them grow in their relationships with
others.
The month of November suggests a “Thankfulness Journal.”
Communicate upcoming Advent and Christmas activities in the community by
mailing flyers or postcards, or social media posts.
Single out the hard-working yet rarely recognized ladies in the congregation
and send them thank you cards for their service.
Trainees, I hope you’ll agree that’s a calendar worth keeping! It’s available on
the website and you will receive a published copy today after our tour.
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Mission Servant Activity Park

The next activity station is for Paint the Planet Purple. The vision of the LWML
is to recognize that each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her
unique God given gifts as she supports global mission and serves the Lord
with gladness. When you use your gifts to serve God, “Jesus’ love in action,”
you are spreading the word of Christ around the world. You are painting the
planet purple!
The Gospel Outreach Committee encourages people to share their ideas on
the LWML website at depgo@ lwml.org. Trainees, encourage your tours to
share their stories about their mission service activities.
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Mission Servant Activity Park
Gifts From the
Heart

The next activity station is for Gifts from the Heart. It is an important station
because participants have dedicated themselves to sharing what they have
with others. Prayer quilts, cancer hats for hospice, hand knitted preemie outfits
to donate to hospitals and nursing homes, and similar items are gathered and
shared where they are needed. Future tour leaders, don’t forget to emphasize
this station.
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Mission Servant Activity Park

The next activity station is for LWML toolkits! These toolkits are full of
suggestions that may be used for Gifts from the Heart or other uses. The kits
included are Baptism, Cancer Care, College, Construction Worker, Homeless,
Military, New Mom and New Baby, Orphan Grain Train, Lutheran World Relief,
Pastor Support, Prison Inmate, Shut-In, Nursing Home, Sick and Hospitalized
Child. Whoa, that’s all the kits I can name right now on our tour, but don’t
worry, the full list is available on the Gospel Outreach webpage. Trainees, if
someone on your tour has other ideas for kits, the Gospel Outreach
Committee would love their input.
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Sharing
God’s
Word

We’ve finished our time in the activity park and now we are ready for the
Discovery Museum. The museum has many self-guided exhibits, all of which
are inspiring resources to nurture one’s faith in Christ and to encourage
women to grow in their relationship with others.
Today we’ll focus on three of the exhibits.
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Discovery Museum

The first exhibit is “I Love to Tell the Story” which is about sharing the good
news about our Lord and Savior with others. The women of LWML are women
of the Word, who hear Jesus’ command to “go …and make disciples of all
nations” (Matt. 28:19a). The Holy Spirit empowers all of us to boldly proclaim
the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. The Gospel Outreach Committee
would like to hear about it. Please send stories their way at depgo@lwml.org.
The exhibit outlines these steps for people to use:
1. Think about a time when you were given an opportunity to share God’s
grace and mercy with someone else.
2. Write out the story. You may wish to include a Bible verse and a prayer.
3. See previous published stories on the Gospel Outreach webpage.
4. Send in your story.
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Discovery Museum

The next exhibit is about Everyone His Witness workshops.
These workshops are opportunities to learn how to reach out to the
unchurched people you come in contact with in your daily life. The Every One
His Witness™ kit contains materials that help you learn how to witness to your
friends, coworkers and any unchurched people.
Trainees, you’ll see the exhibit lists these suggestions:
• Include your pastor in the plans to put on a workshop.
• Have other church members help you organize the event.
• Use a Thrivent Action Team to publicize your event, buy refreshments, or
purchase the kit.
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Discovery Museum

The next exhibit we’ll visit here at the Discovery Museum focuses on the
Gospel Outreach Resources page of the LWML website and especially on the
section for Recognized Service Organizations or RSO.
Did you know that many people mistakenly think that LWML is a RSO? Future
tour leaders, you’ll want to mention that LWML is the women’s auxiliary of The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod just as Lutheran Hour Ministries started as
the Lutheran Layman’s League as the men’s auxiliary. An RSO is a not-forprofit organization that is independent of the LCMS, but operates ministry
programs that foster the mission and ministry of the church. These
organizations reach out in mercy and love to meet the needs of those who are
suffering or in need. They address human, social, economic, educational, and
spiritual needs.
This highlighted webpage contains a wide variety of resources to help people
either find opportunities to serve or to provide assistance with efforts to serve.
Trainees, make sure everybody on your tour knows there are resources to
help them reach out in their communities and people on the Gospel Outreach
Committee willing to help answer their questions.
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Now as we leave the Discovery Museum we’ll head to our final stop on today’s tour.
We’ll be travelling to Mite Box Lane.
After we arrive, we’ll leave the bus and I’ll invite you all to walk with me down
Mite Box Lane as we take a look at how the Mite Box is used to witness the
love of Jesus to others.
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Mite Box Lane

Our first stop along this lane is the LWML store where people are able to order
Mite Boxes and Children’s Mite Boxes. These are free of charge to pick up in
person and if delivered to a home address, just pay the cost of shipping. What
a deal! Trainees, don’t let the people on your tours miss out on that great
bargain! As a special thank you for participating in our tour today, we will have
free samples of both the 75th Anniversary edition and the Children’s Mite Box
available for you to take home so you can start using these and also know
exactly how to explain them on future tours.
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Our next stop is the Mite Box Sunday Museum. This location has several
interactive exhibits. Each exhibit shows some examples of ways to hold or
host a Mite Box Sunday in local congregations. Trainees, you are free to
browse at your own pace, but be sure to stop at the Medium Mite Box exhibit.
This exhibit includes details about starting a once-a-month collection so that
everyone in the congregation is involved. Those interested are also urged to
talk with their Pastor and to include one or more of the ideas outlined on the
display board. Those are:
• Depending on your congregation, use the medium Mite Box placed up
in front of the altar so those wishing to empty their small Mite Boxes
or those making bringing offerings for missions may come forward
and place them into the Mite Box.
• Children may be included in the offering collection by holding several
medium Mite Boxes around the sanctuary to aid the flow of bring
offerings to the altar.
• Incorporate the Children’s Mite Box and collecting those offerings into
a regular church Mite Box offering.
• Make the collecting of Children’s Mite Box offerings part of the
Sunday School offering.
• Make the collecting of Children’s Mite Box offerings part of the school
chapel offering if your congregation has a Lutheran school.
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Another exhibit has a sign which says:
• Women might stand at the door as people exit the sanctuary to
collect the Mite Box offering.
• Place the Mite Box at a designated location in your narthex or lobby
area. (This could even remain in place so the opportunity is available
more than once a month.)
• Involvement at the local level directly impacts Mite Box Offerings and
how mission grants are successfully funded. (See the monthly
Mission Goal Report)
As tour leaders, it is vital to draw in the women, men, and children on your
tours so they can draw in their local congregations so all can experience the
impact.
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Strategic Planning Goals:
1. Bring the joy and energy of missions and
missionaries to LCMS women.
2. Communicate a fresh image to LCMS pastors and
church workers.
3. Promote effectively who we are and our resources
within our congregations.
4. Train and mentor future generations.
5. Compete for people’s time.
6. Recognize the need for prioritizing time in the
Word.

Before we head back to our bus depot, we want all of you future tour guides to
know that the stops on this tour were carefully considered and planned to meet
with the current Strategic Planning Goals of LWML. We hope you’ll agree and
help share in these efforts.
Here are the six current goals:
1. Bring the joy and energy of missions and missionaries to LCMS women.
2. Communicate a fresh image to LCMS pastors and church workers.
3. Promote effectively who we are and our resources within our
congregations.
4. Train and mentor future generations.
5. Compete for people’s time.
6. Recognize the need for prioritizing time in the Word.
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We hope you have had fun on the “Taking it to the Streets” tour. We encourage
you to stop in our gift shop once we return to our station so you may purchase
souvenirs to help remember your training tour or to share with friends and
family after you return home. Great resources are available for you! (Don’t
forget to stock up on those free Mite Boxes while you are here and can take
them with you so you won’t need to pay for shipping!)
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Signups

We have a signup sheet to help you stay connected and get Mustard Seed
Devotions and eNews (our newsletter). These emails will keep you up to date
with new tours and everything happening in our organization, but they’ll also
keep you connected in the Word. Please see your trainers at the back of the
bus for more information about that sign up.
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Closing
Prayer

Thank you for your time today in training as tour leaders. You are now
dismissed from our training session. Please let your training leaders know if
you have any additional questions. Blessings to each of you as your walk with
the Lord and watch your step as you leave the bus and head out into the
mission field. God go with you! Let’s close with prayer.
[Pray for God’s Spirit to help us as we engage, encourage, equip, and enjoy
our outreach to others through our service to Him through the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League.]
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