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A SKETCH 
 

Characters: Martha, Liz, Sally, Helen, Mary, and Ann 
Setting: Table or screen at center stage serves to divide each scene 

 
Scene 1: (to the right of the table – Martha and Liz are talking together, holding 

hands or touching arms) 
 

Martha: Oh Liz, I still can’t believe you and Mike are moving … and all the 
way to the big city of New York. I’m certainly going to miss you – 
why, we’ve gotten to be such good friends, even though you’re 
young enough to be my daughter. 

 
Liz: I’m going to miss you a lot too, Martha – we’ve shared so much in 

these last six years. You’ve been like a mother to me, besides being 
a sister in Christ here at S5St. t. Johns. But you know, we both have  
e-mail and can keep in touch as easily as if we were still next door 
neighbors. 

 
Martha: Well, I do want to stay in touch – promise me you’ll find time to 

use that email to let me know how things are going. You know I’ll 
worry about you, just like a mother. 

 
(both leave the stage) 

 
Scene 2: (to the left of the table – Liz opens the door and Mary & Ann enter) 

 
Mary: Hello, you’re Liz, right? (Liz nods) I’m Mary and this is Ann. We’re 

here from Holy Cross Lutheran to welcome you and your family to 
the church. 

 
Ann: (shaking hands) Glad to meet you – we’re so happy you’ll be joining 

our congregation. We’ve brought a welcome basket for you, with 
loads of information about Holy Cross and all of our programs and 
organizations. We pride ourselves in diversity and variety – we feel 
that we have something for everyone. 

 
Mary: Tell us about yourself, Liz – where are you from? 
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Liz: We’ve just moved from a small town with lots of space and not 
much diversity, I’m afraid. Most people grew up in the area and 
stayed put. Our church was pretty traditional in a lot of ways. We 
really never had a reason to change, I guess. I hope in time I’ll feel 
at home here. 

 
Ann: Well we’re here to help in any way we can. Say, our LWML group 

meets this Thursday evening at 6:30 – it’s a small, friendly group of 
ladies of all ages. How about going with me? I can drop by and 
pick you up around ten after six. 

 
(Mary & Ann exit – Liz goes to the table and begins typing at the 
computer) 

 
Liz: (out loud) “Dear Martha – Boy, are things different in the Big Apple 

– It’s going to take a while for a small town girl like me to fit in 
here. I’ve met a few of the people on my street – the lady next door 
is 
Asian and doesn’t speak much English. The Hispanic family next to 
her is very friendly. I’ve also met the couple across the street who 
are living together – they’ve just moved here too. I had a visit from 
two ladies from church just now – it sounds like my new church 
has an LWML group that meets in the evening so I won’t miss out 
because I’m working. I’m eager to meet other Christian women 
here. I wonder if they have prayer partners like we did? Sure do 
miss you, Martha – PLEASE e-mail me soon. Love, Liz.” 

 
Scene 3: (to the right of the table – Martha is typing on the computer) 

 
Martha: (out loud) “Dear Liz, I’ve been thinking about you a lot lately – I 

miss you too. God gave you such a bold and willing spirit to try 
things that were different or new approaches to liven things up and 
create some new enthusiasm. I’m sure the women in your new 
church will be blessed, as we were. 

 
There’s a new family in town here – nice folks with two teenagers. 
They’re Hmong and probably feel pretty out of place here. It’ll be 
interesting challenge for our church since we seem to pride 
ourselves in being a “home-grown” community. Any advice? 

 
Trust in the Lord, Liz – He is watching over you. Hope to hear from 
you again soon. Love, Martha.” 
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Scene 4: (to the left of the table – Liz, at the computer) 
 

Liz: (out loud) “Dear Martha, It was so good to hear from you – it’s 
almost like talking across the fence isn’t it? How’s everyone at St Johns? 
Hmong folks have lots of traditions that are very different 
from ours I’m finding. It’s a real education in cultural diversity here 
at Holy Cross. I think what’s helped this church reach out and 
minister to other ethnic groups is our willingness to learn from 
them as well as help them with their needs. One suggestion might 
be to invite the Hmong family to bring several of their ethnic dishes 
to the church picnic and ask them to share about their traditions. Or 
you could ask them to have a Hmong float in the community 
parade. They have lots of cultural traditions and costumes that are 
very festive. Also, since they probably aren’t familiar with our 
worship, having someone sit with them to guide them through the 
liturgy and hymns would be helpful, I would think. 

 
I have a question for you, Oh wise friend – the LWML group here is 
strong on mission service and mite giving. How can I encourage 
more Bible study along with our monthly activities? Any 
suggestions from your experience? Say Hi to Helen, Sally, and the 
others – tell them I miss them. Love, Liz.” 

 
Scene 5: (to the right of the table – Martha, Helen, & Sally are sitting together with 

Bibles opened) 
 

Helen: That was a good topic again – I’m so grateful to have this time with 
you gals. 

 
Martha: I agree, Helen. Gathering around God’s Word is so important. 

Psalm 19:7 tells us, “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;  the 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;” Liz e- mailed 
recently, concerned because the women of her church don’t have 
Bible study on a regular basis. She was asking for suggestions that 
might change that. I really like using the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly 
Bible studies – I think she could suggest that to her group. 

 
Sally: Praying together like we do is also a faith-building time. 
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Helen: 
 
 

Martha: 
 
 
 
 

Scene 6: 

Liz: 

 
Right, and how about taking turns leading the studies? That gives 
everyone a chance to take an active part in sharing the Word. I 
know I learn more when I study to lead. 

 
Good ideas – I’ll e-mail Liz tonight with these suggestions. It’s 
good we can still support her Christian walk, isn’t it? Maybe New 
York isn’t so far away after all. 

 
(all exit) 

 
(to the left of the table – Liz at the computer) 

 
(out loud) “Hi, Martha. Thanks to you and Helen and Sally for the 
good Bible study ideas. I suggested we start asking for prayer requests 
at the close of our meetings and the ladies seemed pretty receptive. 
Also some of them liked the idea of leading Bible study for the 
group. Looks like we’ll be gathering around the Word on a regular 
basis. Our Lord commended Mary for having “chosen what is better” 
(Luke 10:42) when she sat at His feet to hear His words. Sometimes 
we all get a little too “Martha-like” when we focus our attention on 
doing. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scene 7: 

Martha: 

 
 
 

Helen & 
Sally: 

In my personal quiet time, I’ve been reading Proverbs – I’m in 
chapter 13 now and came to verse 20 yesterday. It says, “He who 
walks with the wise grows wise.” That pretty well sums up our 
relationship. When I was with you, and now that we’re linked 
electronically; it’s like we’re walking through life together and I’m 
growing wise in a spiritual sense by being with you. I’m so 
grateful that God brought us together. Your sister in 
Christ, Liz.” 

 
(to the right of the table – Martha with Helen & Sally) 

 
You know, I miss Liz, as I’m sure you do, but with the e-mailing 
we’re part of each other’s lives and can encourage and grow in faith 
as the Lord leads each of us. She’s mentoring us in what we’re 
doing here in St. John’s, and we’re mentoring her as she serves at 
Holy Cross. I pray He continues to use us to mentor to His glory. 

 
Yes, to His glory. 

 
 


