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Serve the Lord with Gladness 
Sketch 

[Please provide: three actresses, musical accompaniment, three copies of the sketch for 
the actresses, and copies of page 3 for attendees.] 

Props: Small table, telephone books, church directory, Mite Boxes 

[Mary stands by a table with a number of telephone books and church or other directories as 
Marlene enters.] 

Marlene: My goodness, Mary, what are you doing with all these phone books and 
directories? 

Mary: I’m trying to find a telephone number for Gladys Nuss, and I’m not having any luck! 

Marlene: Gladys Nuss? Who is Gladys Nuss? 

Mary: Well, I’m not sure. Brenda called me to say she was coming by to visit with me before 
our meeting about serving on the Gospel Outreach Committee with Gladys Nuss, but I don’t 
know who she is. It must be someone new at church that’s not in the directory. I’ve looked in 
the telephone books, and I even tried “people search” online, but that didn’t help at all! 

Marlene: [Laughs.] Oh, Mary, I don’t think Brenda was asking you to serve with Gladys 
Nuss. I think she was asking you to serve the Lord with gladness; you know – the motto of 
the Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Mary: Well, that makes more sense. What was I thinking, I mean hearing, anyway? I’m not 
sure even hearing aids would have helped me on this one. I should have understood what 
she was saying. After all, the Lutheran Women in Mission have been serving the Lord with 
gladness since the very beginning of the organization back in 1942. 

Marlene: Mary, we all need to stay tuned in. When you think about it, that motto, which 
comes from Psalm 100:2, really does depict the women throughout the years. It is amazing 
when you consider all the ways in which we serve as Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Mary: Helping those in need through donations of soap, quilts, and items for kits for  
Lutheran World Relief has always been a joyful occasion for the ladies of our society. [Other 
examples can be used.] 

Marlene: Think about all the items Lutheran Women in Mission have brought for in-
gatherings at conventions, zone events, or for their local society. These are all means by 
which we serve the Lord with gladness. 

[Brenda enters carrying a handful of Mite Boxes.] 

Brenda: Hi, ladies. I would have been here a little sooner, but I had to pick up some more 
Mite Boxes to distribute at our meeting. I want to have some extra boxes to give to the new 
members and visitors. 



98 

Mary: Marlene and I were just discussing how the Lutheran Women in Mission have been 
serving the Lord with gladness. Those Mite Boxes are also a reminder of another way we 
fulfill our LWML motto. 

Brenda: That is most certainly true. Serving on the Gospel Outreach Committee has 
definitely opened my eyes to all the ways our mites make a difference in the world. We can 
certainly see that the generosity of the Lutheran Women in Mission is evident when you 
consider the mission grant projects adopted by the district and national LWML. 

Marlene: It is really important that we continue to encourage the women to be joyful givers 
of their mites. By doing so, they are helping to bring the Gospel to people all around the 
world. 

Mary: Did you know you can go to the LWML website for resources for our mission grant 
projects? Each month they feature a different project and offer mission grant calendars, 
prayer guides, and stories. You can download them and make them available not only to the 
LWML members, but to all the members of the congregation. I keep my prayer guide in my 
Bible to use with my daily devotions. 

Brenda: If only the Mite Boxes could talk, just think of all the fantastic stories they could tell 
of how the Lutheran Women in Mission have been serving the Lord with gladness with their 
sacrificial mite-giving throughout the years! I wonder just how many hearts have been 
touched with the love of Jesus through our mites? 

Marlene: Brenda, I don’t know the answer to your question, but I do know we can continue 
to encourage and equip the Lutheran Women in Mission to share their faith in Jesus Christ 
with people around the world with their generous giving of mites. 

Mary: [Looks at watch.] I suppose we need to get ready to go to our LWML meeting. We 
don’t want to keep the women waiting. 

Brenda: Oh, Mary, I just about forgot the reason I came by before our meeting. I want to ask 
you if you would serve the Lord with gladness on the Gospel Outreach Committee. Do you 
think you can serve in this way? 

Mary: Brenda, I would be delighted to serve the Lord with Gladys Nuss. 

Brenda: [Looks bewildered.] Gladys Nuss? Who is Gladys Nuss? 

Marlene: [Laughs.] Brenda, stay tuned, that’s a story for another time. I think it would be 
good to close tonight’s LWML meeting by singing “Serve the Lord with Gladness” to remind 
us of our goal as Lutheran Women in Mission. 

Mary: That is a good idea. Let’s sing through it before we leave just to refresh our memories 
before we get to the meeting. 
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SING “Serve the Lord with Gladness!” 

1. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
It is He alone
Who redeemed us sinners,
Guides us as His own
To enjoy the blessings
Of His love and grace,
Will at last in glory
Meet us face to face.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name.

2. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
He gave us command
To proclaim His Gospel
Now in every land
So that fellow sinners
May, like us, be blest.
Leading them to Jesus,
We can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!

3. “Serve the Lord with gladness!”
There’s no greater joy
Than to serve the Master,
Work in His employ.
As we build His kingdom
Angels, too, rejoice
Over every sinner
Brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus!
Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”
Glorify His name!

Tune: LSB 662, TLH 658, LW 518 
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