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Deborah – Encourager 
Opening Devotion 

Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. She used 
to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, 
and the people of Israel came up to her for judgment (Judges 4:4-5). 

“You want me to do what?” could have been Deborah’s response when Barak, commander 
of the army, stated, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not 
go” (Judges 4:8b). After all, it was Barak, not Deborah, God told to go into battle! Deborah 
had many reasons not to go with Barak. She was a judge; she was needed by the people. 
She wasn’t a warrior; women didn’t go to war. She was a wife; her household came first. But 
she used none of these as excuses. She went with the troops, encouraging them, and God 
gave them victory over the enemy. 

God chose Deborah to support Barak and his troops. God also gives us opportunities to 
support and encourage others. It may be in a card, a letter, or a phone call. It may be at a 
food bank or at a health center. It may be praying with someone. And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). 

Prayer: Lord, help us answer Your call to encourage others, knowing our support is in You. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Deborah – Encourager 
Mustard Seed: Daughters of the King, 8/34 

Written by Marcia Gomulka and Myrna Lou Meyer 
Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, ©2013 

Adapted by CREC, 2017 


