
"I love my Jesus and I know 
my Jesus loves me." 
So ends the feature “Finding 
Home” in this issue. By 
grace, Donna has come to 
know this. By grace, you 
and I can say and believe 

that. However, there are many people 
in our world who cannot say or do 
not believe this. It is my opinion that 
people want to have a relationship 
with Jesus. Plain and simple.
I saw this in my experience of 
representing all the women of the 
LWML by riding on the Lutheran 
Hour Ministries float in the 
Tournament of Roses Parade in 
January. Here is an excerpt from 
my blog about that experience:
I must admit I was skeptical of the 
reception of the only Christian float in 
the Rose Parade in Southern California, 
an area of the country known to be 
rather uninterested in religion. That 
the title of the float was “Celebrate 
Jesus” and that someone on it would 
be portraying Jesus only added to my 
feelings that this float would probably 
be superseded by an advertisement 
when broadcast on the TV stations. 
Was I surprised! 
Even before the parade started, people 
were coming up and reading the words 
“Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture 
Alone” on the giant bells on the float. 
They were especially drawn to the 
pastor portraying Jesus at the front of 
the float. Many had their photos taken 
with him. One family told me they 
had been photographed with “Jesus” 
for three years now. We were able to 
engage in conversation with many as 
we waited for the parade to start.

Given my initial skepticism, I was keyed 
in to the reaction of the crowd to the 
float. It was amazing. So much cheering 
— and they were cheering, “Jesus.” I 
saw grown men and women cross 
themselves, men and women giving 
the thumbs up sign and yelling, “Thank 
you for having this float,” “Pray for us, 
Jesus,” “We love you, Jesus,” “Jesus — 
You’re the man” as well as little children 
smiling and waving to him. There were 
sullen faces here and there, but it was 
hard to tell whether it was because 
of the cold and having to camp out 
overnight for their spot or because of 
worry, unhappiness, or fear in their lives. 
It made me think of what the crowds in 
the real Jesus’ time must have been like 
when he came to town. I thought, “This 
must be what Palm Sunday was like for 
the disciples following behind Jesus.” 
People yearn to see and know Jesus 
— the forgiveness, eternal life, and 
love that He brings through His death 
and resurrection. 
Let’s make going to Albuquerque a 
Palm Sunday experience as we come 
together to declare “Jesus Christ 
Above All” at our 75th Anniversary 
Convention, June 22–25, 2017. We will 
see and hear about Jesus through our 
speakers, Bible studies, and mission 
exhibitors. We will learn how we can 
support missions and missionaries 
around the world. By the grace of 
God, we will leave there excited to let 
people know about Jesus.
Treasuring the gift of Jesus’ love for us, 
we are moved to love Him Above All!

Patti
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Yearning for Jesus 

“People yearn to 
see and know Jesus 
— the forgiveness, 

eternal life, and 
love that He brings 
through His death 
and resurrection. ”

Rev. Matt Nolte (who portrayed Jesus) and 
his wife and children with President Patti. 

Pre-parade conversations and photo ops.
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