
FROM PRESIDENT PAT TI

Sharing in the Joy!
W hen I was elected President last year, I wanted to use a 

visual to describe what Lutheran Women in Mission do 
through their work in LWML. Many of you have noticed 

the use of the butterfly and the four “E” words below it. 
The butterfly signifies God’s grace that comes to us freely and 
beautifully — not aided by anything we do — much like the 
way we encounter butterflies in our lives. It is because of the 
grace God freely gives us that through faith and love we do 
what we do in LWML. 
Enjoy is very significant. As this Quarterly issue points out, we 
enjoy two aspects of joy: the outward joy we express and the 
inward joy that is invisible — the joy in our eternal salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 
At this summer’s LCMS Convention in Milwaukee, I met many of 
our grant recipients who shared stories from their ministries. Did 
you know “we” had two babies born during the convention? Two 
mothers from Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries, one of our 
grant recipients, had babies! Talk about something to enjoy! With 
your Mite Box support of the mothers and babies at this ministry, 
these mothers were enabled to enjoy the birth of their children as 
they received care through Redeeming Life’s ministry.
Featured in our Quarterly’s mission pages is the Women of the 
Pearl mission in Uganda. We enjoy seeing the seminary students 
being able to stay close to their homes, as they enjoy attending 
the new seminary there in Uganda and not having to be gone 
nine months a year from their families. We enjoy seeing Medina 
find true joy, forgiveness of sins, and the blessed hope of eternal 
life through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
While in Milwaukee, you, as the LWML, received the 2016 John 
of Beverley Award from Lutheran Friends of the Deaf, Mill Neck 
Manor School, Long Island, New York. This award is presented 
when a nominee is deemed to have made a significant merito-
rious contribution to mission and ministry to the Deaf and in 
recognition of accomplishments that directly affect and positively 
improve the lives of those who live in a world of silence. Over 
the past 57 years, only 28 persons and two organizations have 
received the award. What a joy it was to see Deaf teens do a rap 
video with deaf hip-hop artist Sean Forbes and to sign along with 
Sting as he sang “Message in a Bottle” on YouTube.
We have the God-given opportunity to enjoy the promise of heaven 
and joy of life in the Lord, which, as Anita in our cover article says, 
motivates our service to our congregations and communities and is 
reflected in our fellowship with one another in LWML. 
Make sure to pass the joy along as you “Serve the Lord with Gladness!”
Serving joyfully,

Patti

Past LWML President and Mill Neck Manor 
Trustee Dr. Betty Duda [center] presents 
the award to LWML President Patti Ross 
[second on right]. The medal is named for 
7th century clergyman, John of Beverley, 
the first person of record to teach a Deaf person.
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