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Milestones for Julaney!
On the Vigil of Pentecost last May, 
Julaney (Spring 2015 LWQ) received 
the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion at Redeemer Ev. Luther-
an Church, Bronx, New York. Deacon-
ess Raquel Rojas (author of  “Evangel: 
Good News Julaney”) invited the 
editor-in-chief of the Quarterly (right) 
to attend Julaney’s special day.

When you mix together the inspiration of 
the LWML Nebraska South District conven-
tion and their YWR Heidi Crawford, you get a 
“Make a Difference Sunday” that truly makes 
a difference! Heidi, along with Women in 
Mission of Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, gathered team leaders 
and involved Thrivent. The result: Over 300 
volunteers came together and participated 
in over a dozen different servant events! 
Within a 2-hour time frame, volunteers as-
sembled 100+ hygiene kits; tied 17 fleece 
blankets and 15 children’s quilts; marked 
108 Bibles; sewed 151 pillowcases for 
children with cancer; visited nine shut-ins; 
sang at a memory care facility; played music, baked pies, served lunch, 
and cleaned up a community kitchen outreach center; cleaned an outdoor 
classroom; painted benches and cleaned up a park and ball field; made 588 
witness bracelets for mission trips; delivered cookies and thank-you notes 
to local fire stations; and worked at a mission distribution center.
It was heart-warming to see young children working side-by-side with 
parents and grandparents. The young children encouraged their un-
churched friends to help, and the blessings didn't stop there!  Some of 
the volunteers decided to continue visits to shut-ins and singing at the 
memory care facility. Congratulations for such an inspiring witness!
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The members of Christ Lutheran Church, Yuma, 
Arizona (LWML Pacific Southwest District), and 
the community of Yuma have pledged  “our hands 
to serve” and do so in supporting Batey, a Haitian 
village located in La Muñoz, Dominican Republic. 
Batey, also known as “sugar workers town,” is made 
up of mostly refugees and unemployed sugar 
workers. Since 2004, Lyndsee and Mark Flint have 
been making yearly visits to Batey. They are always 
amazed at the love and joy these people have even 
though they live in very poor conditions.
Over the years, students of Yuma Lutheran School and 
the ladies of Christ LWML have provided goods for the 
people, including prenatal vitamins, school supplies, 
and underwear. The LWML group also teamed up with 
Saguaro Mobile Estates and created over 500 sundress-
es for the school children and women living in the area.   
Last spring, the Flints organized a group of college stu-
dents from Azuza Pacific University to help put finishing 
touches on a newly renovated school in La Muñoz. The 
team spent a week cleaning up debris  and cleaning 
and painting both the school and the church, creating 
murals on the inside and outside of the building.  
May these hands that serve always be blessed!

The Trinity LWML Busy Bee Quilters in Winfield, 
Kansas (LWML Kansas District), lives up to their name 
because they truly are busy! Combine two Thrivent 
Team Action Grants plus the dedicated talents of 
these lovely ladies and over 50 quilts will be distrib-
uted throughout the world by Lutheran World Relief. 
One participant in this event is over 90 years old! This 
is proof that God never stops using the talents of 
each and every one  of us to bless others!

Be prepared to be blessed, Camden, Alabama! The LWML society of Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church (LWML Gulf States District) is making plans to host 
a monthly soup kitchen. A very successful Kitchen Shower was held in an 
attempt to supply the kitchen with the equipment it needs to reach out to 
the community. Evette Woods said, “We hope to meet physical and spiritual 
needs of our community. We want to feed bodies and souls by spreading 
the Good News of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 



Mom and her purses by Jill Muñoz

After all us kids were grown up, my mom, Eyla Russ, started her 
second career. She began making lined purses, with pockets, 
and Dad fashioned handles out of wood. Eyla expanded this tal-
ent into sewing tote bags and teen purses. Originally the purses 
were given as gifts — then Eyla’s mission heart took over!
Eyla was encouraged to sell the purses and tote bags at the 
arts and craft show being held at Detroit-area Lutheran High 
School North. Some of the proceeds from her sales went to 
the Suburban Lights Zone, LWML Michigan District, to send 
their president to the LWML national convention. 
Mom gave me a purse that I took with me back to Canada, 
where I lived. The LWML ladies at Grace Lutheran, St. Catha-
rines, Ontario, saw my purse and said, “We can make these 
too.” And so they did. The proceeds from their purse sales were 
used to send their delegates to LWML–Canada conventions.
Mom is unable to sew anymore because of macular degenera-
tion. Her granddaughter, Marla Palmer, sewed up the last of 
the tote bags, which were then given to each of Eyla’s great-
granddaughters. Eyla donated her leftover fabric to the quilting 
ladies at her church, St. Paul, Royal Oak, Michigan, where she 
counted mite offerings for over 40 years.
Whatever your hand finds you to do, do it with all your might 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10 NKJV). Eyla continues to live by this motto 
as she serves the Lord with gladness. She has another mission 
now: to pray for her family, her church, and her country. She 
also shares her faith with those who need to hear of the love of 
her Savior. And that is the talent that surpasses all other talents. 
 

FALL 2016 THEME: Count It All Joy
NEWS! Please share your stories (and photos!) 

of joyful, mission-minded service to News Editor 
Linda Guteres at newseditor@lwml.org or 

3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763 
by April 15, 2016. Include your name, 
address, phone, and email address.

The projects of the Dorcas Society of Christ Memorial Luther-
an Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin (LWML South Wisconsin 
District), is long and varied. They have been able to provide 200 
hand-made dolls and stuffed toys for the Children’s Hospital 
and Ronald McDonald House. In the past they have collected 
Bibles and devotional materials for a prison ministry, made 
scrap books for nursing homes, and cut stamps and made 
contributions for these projects. Currently they are excited to 
be a part of sponsoring a food bank for a sister congregation. 
Obviously there’s nothing too vast or wide for this Dorcas 
Society to accomplish! Way to go, girls!
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“Thank you! No one has ever done anything like this for us before!” 
was just one of the comments heard at the The Time is Now to 
Thank Our Mentors brunch, held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Islip, New York (LWML Atlantic District). Approximately 35 
women gathered to honor 15 women (mentors, mothers, friends, 
sisters in Christ) who paved the road, led the way, and lit the path 
for future LWML members to follow. Each honoree was wel-
comed and given a special plaque. After enjoying delicious foods 
prepared by the Trinity LWML Evening Group, the honorees had 
opportunities to share their experiences with LWML. Each story 
was unique, yet everyone agreed their involvement in LWML 
began with a personal touch or invitation from another mem-
ber. One newer member stated, “Ruth came up to me and said, 
‘How about joining us to wrap shoeboxes on Tuesday night?’” 
She wrapped those shoeboxes and never left! She was hooked 
on the LWML! At the close of the day, each attendee was given a 
framed poem (see the online Quarterly page), a long stemmed 
pink rose, and a laminated bookmark that said, “Love-Gratitude-
Appreciation.” It was superb day spent with wonderful women. 




