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introduction
They mark the moments, days, years, and decades of our lives. They commemorate special 
occasions and everyday events. They record the beauty of the world, as well as things that 
are not so beautiful. They express the gamut of human emotion. They help us to remember 
our history, as well as the history of those who came before us.

“They” are photographs, those printed images we paste in albums, display in frames, send 
as Christmas cards, and often stuff in drawers, boxes, and trunks. Photographs can be one 
of our most treasured possessions. In fact, when asked what they would grab and save from 
their homes in a fire besides family members and pets, photographs are often mentioned as 
valuable and irreplaceable.  

What use do you make of the photographs you’ve taken or received? Have you used 
them as a way to witness Jesus’ saving love and God’s power and provision in our lives? 
Photographs can provide a gateway to share the Gospel. The images you’ve captured 
through the lens of your camera can tell God’s story in a unique, creative, and compelling 
way. 

The six sessions of this study are designed to open your eyes to new ways in which you 
can be a winsome witness of Jesus using your own personal photographs and experiences. 
You’ll see how the photographed images of a child’s smiling face, sunlight filtering 
through clouds after a storm, snow-capped mountain peaks, a rugged hiking path, friends 
celebrating a birthday, community workers serving others after a natural disaster, a young 
hand embracing another hand worn with age, family portraits, a peaceful fishing pond, 
and the other images  captured in the past can help you tell God’s story of salvation with 
meaning and conviction. 

The Word of God promises, “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and 
do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:10–11). The Word always brings the results which God 
desires. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may the Word of God and your photographs help 
you share His story!
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This study’s For You!
Every Picture Can Tell God’s Story is designed for many different ages and in different 
settings. Here are some possibilities you might consider:

• A six-week course of Bible study combined with making a Witness Album in a 
women’s Bible study group.

• A six-week course of Bible study for mothers and their children.
• A  woman’s weekend retreat or special women’s day. For more information view 

the “Enlargements” section in the back pages of this guide.
• A  six-week course of Bible study combined with making a Witness Album in a 

Friends Into Serving Him®: Teen LWML.
• A special event to encourage young women in your congregation.
• An individual Bible study combined with the making of a Witness Album.
• The program for an LWML zone or district retreat, Spring Rally or special all-day 

program.
• The basis for a continual  group meeting  that provides photographic-witnessing 

materials for part of a congregation’s outreach program.
• Present the ideas and/or witness photographs combined with relevant Scripture 

passages on your congregation’s website using digital scrapbooking techniques. 
NOTE: When using photographs for the congregation’s website, prior permission 
from those appearing in the pictures must be obtained.
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Materials needed
As you proceed through this study, several materials will be needed. At the beginning of 
each “Snapshot” (session) is a list of needed items for that particular lesson. If you are 
using this study in a retreat or workshop setting, you will want to gather all the materials 
from the start, so that they will be available when needed. All items, both necessary and 
optional, are listed here for ease of collection.

For Snapshot 1 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• completed Witness Album (leader only)

For Snapshot 2 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• participants’ personal photographs
• an assortment of colored pencils and crayons, 
• completed Witness Album (leader only)

For Snapshot 3 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• ESV concordances, either separate volumes or from the backs of Bibles (at least 2 

per group)
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)

For Snapshot 4 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• poster board or chart paper (Optional)
• 4-inch by 6-inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper 
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and computer printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesives used with scrapbooking (Optional)
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For Snapshot 5 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• poster board or chart paper, markers
• masking tape
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
• poster board or chart paper
• completed Witness Album (leader only)
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• 4-inch by 6-inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper 
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and computer printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesives used with scrapbooking (Optional)

For Snapshot 6 materials:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• 4x6 inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper 
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesives used with scrapbooking (Optional)

Before the presentation of this study, the leader will want to complete her own Witness 
Album to help participants envision what they will have completed at the end.

It will be very helpful to invite individuals who have prior scrapbooking experience to 
your sessions, especially when participants begin to assemble their Witness Albums. These 
people can be resources for both ideas and materials. You may also want to invite several 
tech-savvy people who are into digital photography to help participants download and print 
their photographs.

Service Project Ideas
Currently, four percent of the population in the United States is blind and visually 
impaired. Of these individuals, 95% are unchurched. As you can see, there is a great need 
for Christian outreach within this group of people.
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Since this study talks about sight, perhaps you could collect an offering or necessary items 
for one of the following organizations who serve the blind and visually impaired.

1. Lutheran Braille Workers 
Merged with Lutheran Blind Mission in 2012, LBW provides materials in Braille 
and large-print for individuals with visual impairments to compliment their 
outreach to the blind and visually-impaired worldwide. Centers are located around 
the United States where women and men in Lutheran congregations print the 
materials that are used. 
Contact information: P.O. Box 5000, Yucaipa, CA 92399    www.lbwinc.org

2. Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Contact information: information@guidedogs.com

3. Lions Club in your community and MOST Ministries, an RSO of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod collect used eyeglasses for re-distribution. Contact 
information: www.mostministries.org 

4. American Printing House for the Blind 
The world’s largest producer of accessible educational and daily living products for 
the blind. 
Contact information: 1839 Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, KY  40206 
Phone: 800-223-1839

5. National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at the 
Library of Congress 
Free program that loans recorded and Braille books and magazines, music scores 
in Braille and large print, and specially-designed playback equipment to U.S. 
residents who are unable to read or use standard print materials because of visual 
and physical impairment. 
Contact information: http://www.loc.gov/nls      email: nls@loc.gov

6. Canadian National Institute for the Blind 
Contact information: Phone: 800-563-2642     www.cnib.ca

7. American Bible Society 
The Bible on CD or DVD, large print, and in Braille. 
Contact information: 1865 Broadway, New York, NY 10023 
Phone: 800-248-6571   www.americanbible.org



9

snapshot one: Exposing The Light
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,” I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).

Materials Needed:
• this study                                
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• Completed Witness Album (Leader only)

Opening Prayer 
Heavenly Father, You are the Creator of all things. As we view all that You have created, 
we see unlimited imagination and creativity. We also see order and purpose. We thank 
You for all that You have created for us to enjoy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, open 
our eyes and intellect as we study Your Word. As we look at the kinds of light portrayed in 
Holy Scripture, expose us to the truth You desire us to know. Help us rejoice that whenever 
we bask in the light of the world who is Jesus, You help our hearts, minds, thoughts, and 
actions to reflect Your saving love. Enlighten us also to begin to see ways in which we can 
use the photographs we’ve taken to share Jesus, the light of the world, with those who are 
still in darkness.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Viewfinding Activity
Mental Photos

What visual image first comes to mind as you complete the following statement: The most 
amazing display of light I’ve ever seen in God’s creation is …?

Tell about this image as you introduce yourself to others in your group.

Zooming into God’s Word
 “Let There Be Light”

The word photography is defined as “writing or painting with light.” When taking a 
photograph, a certain amount of light is essential. Without any light or with an insufficient 
amount of light, the desired image cannot be captured.
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Without the presence of physical light, the ability to physically see becomes difficult, if not 
impossible. One of the most striking events during a tour of Mammoth Cave in Kentucky 
is when the guides turn off all the lanterns. It is so dark a person cannot even see her hand 
in front of her face. Individuals who have been lost in the cave and later found were often 
driven crazy by the lack of light. One man was found aimlessly banging two rocks together 
just to maintain some sort of control over his environment.

In the Bible, light is mentioned from the beginning.

1. Read Genesis 1:2. Describe what the earth looked like according to this verse. 

2. Read Genesis 1:3. What was the first thing God did as He put the earth in order? 

3. What does God’s action tell you about the importance of physical light in the 
world?

4. Have you ever taken a photograph outside at night? Without the use of special 
lenses and special speed film, how did the photograph turn out? Why?

Two Kinds of Light/Two Kinds of Sight
The process of physical light interacting with specific parts of our eyes and brain are 
what allow us to have physical sight. Physical sight is a miracle of God in His creation of 
people. The cornea, the clear front window of the eye, and the lens focus light sharply onto 
the retina at the back of the eye. The retina contains light sensitive nerve cells called rods 
and cones. Energy from physical light produces chemical changes in the rods and cones 
which, in turn, produce electrical activity. The rods and cones join at the back of the eye to 
form the optic nerve. Electrical impulses picked up by the rods and cones are transferred 
by the optic nerve to the visual cortex of the brain. The visual cortex of the brain then 
makes sense of the impulses, so that what is seen is recognized and acted upon.

The Bible speaks of another kind of light and sight that does not involve light rays and 
eyes.  
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1. Read John 8:12. Describe the kind of light this verse describes. 

2. Carefully read John 1:1–9. List three qualities of Jesus as the Light described in 
these verses.

a. 

b. 

c. 

4. Read  Proverbs 4:18–19 and John 12:44–46. Why do we need Jesus? 

5. How do we receive spiritual light? See Colossians 1:13–14 and Ephesians 2:8–9. 

The Biblical account of Jesus healing Bartimaeus beautifully illustrates the two kinds of 
light and the two kinds of sight in the world. Read this story in Mark 10:46–52.

6. In regards to physical light, what was wrong with Bartimaeus? 

7. Reread verses 46 and 47. Describe Bartimaeus’ quality of life due to his blindness? 
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8. How might your view of the world and your participation in it be different if you 
could not physically see?

9. How has your sense of physical sight enhanced your memories of important events 
in your life?

10. As Bartimaeus repeatedly called out to Jesus for help, he called Him the “Son of 
David” (vv. 47–48). What does the use of this title, as well as Bartimaeus’ request 
for Jesus’ mercy, indicate concerning his relationship with Jesus? 

11. What kind of sight had already been given to Bartimaeus even though he could not 
yet physically see (v. 52)?

12. Reread verse 51. What kind of sight does Bartimaeus ask Jesus to restore? 

13. How would your view of the world and your participation in it be different if you 
could not spiritually see?

14. How has your God-given gift of spiritual sight enhanced your memories of 
important events in your life?
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15. Without enough exposure to Jesus, what happens to our spiritual light?

Wide-Angle Witness
The purpose of this Bible study/retreat is to give you a unique tool to use as you tell 

God’s story of salvation. 

Look back at Mark 10:52. 

16. After Jesus restored Bartimaeus’ physical sight, what did Bartimaeus do? 

17. In what ways might you use photographs you’ve taken to illustrate the truths of 
spiritual light vs. spiritual darkness to someone who does not yet know Jesus?

Closing Prayer
Dearest Lord Jesus, You are the Light of the world. We thank and praise You for coming 
to the world to save us from the darkness of sin, death, and Satan. Open our eyes to those 
around us who are still in darkness. Help us to share Your light with them so that, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, their eyes may be opened to Your truth and they may see You as 
their Lord and Savior. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Looking Ahead
For the next session, bring with you three or four photographs whose images remind you 
of a quality of Jesus or of a Scriptural truth. You will use them during the “Wide-Angle 
Witness” section of Snapshot 2.
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snapshot 2: opening our Lenses
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind (Psalm 146:8a).

Materials Needed:  
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• participants’ personal photographs
• colored pencils and crayons, many colors
• Completed Witness Album (Leader only) 

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, Your light of truth pierces the darkness of our sin and shows us that You are 
the way to heaven. Thank You for this day and for the opportunity You give us to gather 
together to study Your Word. Open our eyes today to the many images in Holy Scripture 
that help us to know You. Open our minds to creative possibilities to share these Scriptural 
images and our photographs as we tell Your story to others. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Viewfinding Activity
Images of Jesus

In Snapshot 1, we discussed the Biblical visual image, “Jesus is the light of the world.” 
Recall other visual images of Jesus found in the Bible. Which one holds the most meaning 
for you?

On the next page, use colored pencils or crayons to draw this image of Jesus. Do not use 
any human figures in your picture. In other words, don’t draw what you think Jesus looks 
like. Instead, illustrate your chosen Biblical image of Jesus using color, shapes, as well as 
the image of Jesus as described in the Bible. You will share the image you create as a part 
of this session’s Bible study.
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Zooming into God’s Word
Visual Images and the Bible

1. What visual images from Bible events stand out in your memory? Images can 
include those from specific and actual biblical events, as well as those that are 
meant to be descriptive or poetic.

2. Why do you think that the Bible contains so many visual images? 

Most of the long-term memories in our brains are stored as either visual images, verbal 
images, or a combination of both. The brain goes through a complex process to store these 
images. Each hemisphere of the brain has a visual cortex where visual images are stored. 
Recent research describes the brain as a “visio-spatial sketch pad.” On this sketch pad are 
mapped the images we see, their shapes, colors, and forms, and how they relate to one 
another within our environments. 

There has been much research lately concerning individuals who claim to have eidetic 
(photographic) memories. These individuals remember everything they see. Scientists 
are currently uncertain as to whether or not this is truly possible. Through experiments, it 
has been noted that children are far more able than adults to accurately remember visual 
images. This explains why childhood events often stand out in our minds much more than 
what we did more recently. Research shows that for any age, memory is enhanced when 
facts and concepts are paired with a visual image.  

Our awesome heavenly Father created us with brains that can think, reason, and remember. 
Since He designed our brains, it is no surprise that the Bible, God’s written Word, is filled 
with visual images to help us remember the truths of salvation. 

Visual Images of Jesus in the Bible
3. As you began Snapshot 2, you were asked to sketch a visual image of Jesus from 

the Bible. Show the image you drew to the others in your group. Tell about a time 
when recalling this visual image played an important part in your faith life. 
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Many meaningful and memorable visual images of Jesus are used in Holy Scripture. These 
images describe who Jesus is and what He does for us. Just as the other visual images 
found in the Bible, these visual images of Jesus help us to better understand and know 
Him.

4.  After each reference, list the visual image used in it to describe Jesus.

a. Psalm 18:2 __________  

b. Isaiah 11:1 __________ 

c. John 4:10 __________ 

d. John 6:35 __________ 

e. John 10:9 __________ 

f. John 10:11 __________ 

g. John 15:1 __________ 

h. Ephesians 2:20 __________ 

In more than one place in Holy Scripture, Jesus is pictured as a shepherd (e.g., Psalm 23:1, 
Isaiah 40:11, 1 Peter 2:25). There is another visual image used for Jesus in both the Old 
and New Testament that is closely related to a shepherd. Read the chain of passages in 
the order they are listed below, then identify the visual image of Jesus that these passages 
either foreshadow or describe. 

Genesis 22:8; Exodus 12:1–13; Isaiah 53:7; John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7b; Revelation 5:12 

5. What is the visual image named in all these verses that describes Jesus? 
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6. How does the use of this visual image help you better understand what Jesus has 
done for you as your Savior?

Wide-Angle Witness
Take out the photographs that you brought with you to this session. In the space 

below, jot down a brief description of each photograph, as well as a quality of Jesus of 
which it reminds you or a biblical truth which the photograph illustrates.

Now gather together in small groups of 4-6 women. Show your photographs to the others 
in your group. Share any background information about the photo, as well as the biblical 
connection(s)  in each. Allow those within your group to add any additional connections 
they see in your photos. Add these ideas to those you previously listed.

After your small-group sharing, rejoin as one large group and discuss the following:

7. Based on your small-group discussions, what are some categories into which the 
types of photographs you’ve chosen and viewed fall? For example, one category 
might be named “Scenes from Nature.” List the categories you come up with in the 
first column in the chart below.

Photo Categories Biblical Connections

Scenes from Nature God’s power, God’s goodness,  
God’s care and concern for the world, 
the beauty of God’s creation, God’s 
provision for people, specific Psalms which 
reference nature

8. Now go back and add biblical connection ideas that would fit within each category 
of the photograph. If Bible passages come to mind, reference them as well.

9. Berenice Abbott (1898–1991) was an American photographer best known for her 
black and white photographs of New York City architecture and design in the 
1930’s. A quote attributed to her is “photography helps people to see.”  What are 
some specific ways that the visual images in your photographs, combined with 
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Holy Scripture and biblical truths, can open up avenues of discussion to help people 
“see” Jesus and tell God’s story?

Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus, You are our loving Savior! The Bible tells the story of all that You have done 
and continue to do in our lives. God inspired those who wrote the Holy Scriptures to use 
many visual images to help us understand Your truths and to know You and Your perfect 
peace and goodness. Continue to keep our eyes open to visual images around us so that we 
can tell others of You. Help us see those around us who need to know Your saving love. In 
Your name, Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Looking Ahead
For the remaining Snapshot sessions, you will need 10 photographs for your Witness 
Album. The photographs you select can be varied in their biblical connection or they can 
work together to illustrate a particular biblical theme (e.g., the story of salvation, God’s 
creation, the sanctity of life, God’s care for us, God’s comfort, God’s promises). Bring 
these photographs with you to the next session.
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snapshot 3: setting our Focus
“Let	us	fix	our	eyes	on	Jesus,	the	author	and	perfecter	of	our	faith”	(Hebrews 12:2a NIV).

Materials Needed:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• several  ESV concordances , either separate volumes or from the back of Bibles  

(at least two per each small group)
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, because of You and Your unselfish actions as our Savior, we have God’s gifts 
of forgiveness, eternal life, spiritual peace and security, as well as a home in heaven. 
Thank You, dearest Jesus, for Your saving love. Although we trust You and love You, there 
are times when our focus leaves You and instead rests on earthly and/or sinful pursuits. 
Forgive us, Lord, for these times when our focus may be blurred or misguided. Through 
Your Word and Your Sacraments, direct us to keep our eyes, hearts, and focus always on 
You and on Your will. As we continue to focus today on developing a meaningful witness 
tool to tell others Your story, help us remember that its purpose is to share the truth of Your 
saving love to those who do not yet know it or who have lost their focus on it. Bless our 
endeavors to further Your kingdom. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Viewfinding Activity
Finding Your Focus

After greeting your fellow sisters in Christ as you arrive, take a few moments to make two 
lists. First, list some specific things that you do to help you focus on Jesus at worship, in 
your personal Bible study time, and throughout your day.

Then list some specific things that can cause you to lose focus during these same times.

You will share your lists later in this session.
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In order to take clear and compelling photographs, the camera lens must be clearly set 
and focused on the image to be photographed. In order to live clearly directed lives which 
glorify and serve God, our eyes must be set and focused on Jesus our Savior. Before you 
begin the Bible study for this session, carefully read Hebrews 12:2a (printed at the top of 
the page). As you make your way through this snapshot session, keep these words in mind.

Zooming Into God’s Word
Blurred Vision

Have you ever looked at a developed photograph that was grossly out of focus? The 
blurred images of such a photo is not only confusing, but can also cause great discomfort 
if looked at for too long. The same can be said when our eyes have difficulty focusing. The 
images around us become distorted, blurred, even unrecognizable. When our eyes are not 
properly focused, the activities we want to do become difficult, if not impossible.

Proper focus is essential for clear physical sight. Proper focus is also essential for 
clear spiritual sight. Blurred spiritual sight was a problem for many of the people 
Jesus encountered during His earthly ministry. Blurred spiritual vision was especially 
problematic for the Pharisees, so much so that their unfocused eyes blinded them to the 
fact that Jesus was the promised Messiah and hardened their hearts to His message of the 
salvation, light, and life found only in Him.

It is ironic that the first time Jesus proclaimed, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12) 
was as He addressed the Pharisees in the temple court near the treasury (the place where 
the offerings were gathered). Historically, the Pharisees were aware of the messianic 
prophecies about light found in the Old Testament. The Pharisees would have read and 
studied such prophecies as Isaiah 42:7 where God promised to give His people “a light 
for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind.” Jesus used this visual description because 
He knew it was one the Jews would understand. Despite this, the Pharisees rejected Jesus’ 
testimony that He is the Messiah. (The Lutheran Study Bible, Concordia Publishing House, 
page 1785 and study notes for John 8:12–13, page 1796.)

Following this confrontation between Jesus and the Pharisees in the temple, He and His 
disciples encountered a man born blind. Read about what happened in John 9:1–41.

1. Reread verses 3–5. What are the “works of God” (v. 3) that were displayed in the 
man who was blind from birth? See also verse 7 and verse 38. 

2. How did the Pharisees react when the now sighted man was brought to them (vv. 
13–33)? 
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3. What does Jesus mean in verses 39–41? 

4. Based on this account from John, what one word can be substituted for spiritual 
sight? 

The Proper Focus
As you earlier read, the main verse for this Snapshot is Hebrews 12:2a. Jesus helps us keep 
our focus on Him. 

1. Carefully read each Scripture passage referenced below. Briefly describe what each 
says about how Jesus helps us keep our eyes fixed on Him.

a. Psalm 25:4–5 

b. Psalm 119:18 

c. Psalm 119:105 

d. Psalm 121:1–4 

e. Acts 2:38 

f. Luke 22:14–20 

g. John 15:5 

h. Acts 2:42–47 
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Michael Hingson worked on the 78th floor of Tower 1 (North Tower) of the World Trade 
Center in New York City. Hingson was the regional sales manager and head of New 
York operations for Quantum/ATL, a company that provided data protection and network 
storage systems. On the morning of September 11, 2001, Hingson and his co-workers 
prepared their office for a meeting. Suddenly they heard a tremendous boom. Hingson and 
those with him would not know until much later that American Airlines Flight 11 had just 
been piloted by terrorists into the tower in which they worked, hitting between the 93rd and 
99th floors. From the moment of the impact, Hingson began to pray for God’s direction and 
guidance. God did not let him down.

Shortly after the impact, Roselle, Hingson’s guide dog, awoke from her napping place 
under Hingson’s desk. Hingson relied on Roselle to navigate for him because he is 
permanently and totally blind. Born prematurely in 1950, he was placed in a sealed 
incubator so he could breathe pure oxygen until his lungs matured. This practice had 
been used for years and resulted in an epidemic of blindness in premature babies born in 
the 1950’s called retinopathy of prematurity. The extreme oxygen therapy Hingson had 
undergone caused the blood vessels in the back of his eye to constrict. To compensate, 
the eye produced a tangled mess of blood vessels that leaked blood which scarred and 
eventually destroyed his retina.

Hingson’s parents encouraged, nurtured, and loved him. They expected him to grow and 
learn like any other child. He explored his California neighborhood on his own two feet, 
then on his bicycle, and eventually, with the assistance of a guide dog. Hingson received 
his first guide dog while in high school. These specially trained canines helped him all 
through college and into his adult life where he became a successful business man. Roselle 
was the fifth guide dog Hingson had owned. 

After strapping on his briefcase, Hingson gripped Roselle’s harness and softly commanded 
her, “Forward.” As Tower 1 swayed and groaned from the impact of the plane, Hingson 
and one of his fellow workers began to direct the other workers and guests in their office to 
the stairwell. To reach the ground floor of Tower 1, they would have to walk down 1,463 
stairs. 

As they slowly maneuvered the stairs, Hingson, Roselle, and the other people could smell 
the pungent order of jet fuel that had splashed over lower floors of Tower 1 when Flight 
11 hit the building. The group methodically made their way down the flights of stairs. If 
someone became anxious, the others in the group would murmur words of encouragement 
and reassurance. But about halfway down, panic arose among the group. So as not to 
frighten Roselle, Hingson kept calm. He told one of his co-workers who walked with him, 
“If Roselle and I can go down the stairs, so can you.” But suddenly a chilling thought came 
into Hingson’s mind: “What will I do if the lights go out?”

After descending more stairs, another thought hit Hingson: “If the lights go out, I can be 
a guide. Roselle will guide me and I’ll guide the others.” Humorously, Hingson called out 
to the others that if the lights went out, he and Roselle would offer a half-price special to 
get everyone out of the building. Hingson’s words cheered the group as they continued to 
maneuver the stairs.

When they reached the ground floor lobby, Hingson and Roselle were directed out of the 
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building by law enforcement officers. They had made it out of the tower! But now they 
faced an even greater challenge: the collapse of Tower 2. As rocks, metal, glass, and a 
tremendous cloud of dust swirled and fell around them, Hingson and Roselle desperately 
ran. In anguish, Hingson cried out to God in prayer, “How could You get us out of the 
building only to have it fall on us?” As soon as he silently screamed out the question, 
Hingson heard God’s answer: “Don’t worry about what you cannot control. Focus on 
running with Roselle, and the rest will take care of itself.” 

As he ran, the words of Psalm 23 sprang into Hingson’s mind. The first verse of the psalm 
reminded Hingson to look to God for direction. This psalm continues to remind Hingson to 
trust in the living God. On that terrible September day, God’s Word gave Hingson hope for 
the future. As his life has continued, Hingson knows he is a part of God’s family and that 
he will dwell in God’s house forever. 

God took care of Hingson and Roselle as they ran through the falling debris of the World 
Trade Center. He led them to safety through the streets of Manhattan and, hours later, to 
their home in New Jersey. 

Adapted from Thunder Dog: The True Story of a Blind Man, His Guide Dog, and the 
Triumph of Trust at Ground Zero, used by permission from Michael Hingson with 
Susy Flory, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2011. 

1. Even though Michael Hingson cannot physically see, how does his story tell you 
that his eyes are fixed on Jesus? 

2. How did God use Mr. Hingson as a witness of the strength and hope He gives?

Many people daily face chaotic situations. Though they may not find themselves running 
for their lives, they face problems and situations that are physically and emotionally 
draining. When we find ourselves in such situations, Jesus helps us to keep our eyes 
focused on Him. His power, guidance, and love as our good Shepherd leads us to safety 
from sin, death, and Satan.  

Share with those in your small group the two lists you compiled in the “Viewfinding 
Activity” at the beginning of this session.  Then pray together, asking Jesus to help you 
remove the distractions you listed and help you to focus on Him.
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Wide-Angle Witness
Remain in your small group and take out the photographs you have brought. Look 

back at the “Photo Categories” listed in Snapshot 2, question 7 (“Wide-Angle Witness”). 
Under what category or categories do your photos fall?  Write them down in the chart 
below. 

Beginning with your first photograph, use a Bible concordance, look up the main word in 
its  category. For example, if you have a photograph that shows mountains, look up the 
word “mountain” in the concordance and list in the “Bible references” column meaningful 
references that you find. Then look up and read each passage. Mark with a star the Bible 
reference that best describes God’s story as shown in your photo. Then write this entire 
passage in the “Bible verse selection” column.  Or, if your photograph illustrates a Biblical 
concept such as strength, look up that word in the concordance, list the references, and 
proceed as described in the previous example.

After you have gone through this procedure for each of your photographs, share your 
results with your small group. As you share your ideas and as you listen to the sharing 
of your other group members, ask yourself this question about each photograph and its 
selected Scripture: How clearly does the photograph and the verse help the viewer focus on 
God’s story of Jesus’ saving love? Tweak your selections as necessary. Be sure to list your 
additions in your chart.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, You created for us a perfect world. We ruined Your perfection with our sins. 
Daily we live with sins’ consequences. We need Your help! Thank You for paying the price 
we owe for our sins through Your death on the cross. Thank You for conquering sin, Satan, 
and eternal death with Your resurrection. At all times, help us keep our eyes fixed on You. 
Help us turn to You first for guidance. As the “author and perfecter of our faith” give us 
hearts that trust in and follow Your direction. In Your name we pray. Amen. 

Looking Ahead
In Snapshot 4 you will begin to assemble your photographs, Bible verses, and personal 
reflections together in your Witness Album. Before the next session, jot down some 
personal thoughts and recollections about each photograph that will help you tell God’s 
story in your album.
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snapshot 4: Composing our Witness
 [Jesus said,] “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,  

and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,  
and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Materials Needed:
• this study
• ESV Bible
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• poster board or chart paper (Optional)
• 4-inch by 6-inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and computer printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies  (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesive used with scrapbooking (Optional)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, You are our almighty Savior and Shepherd. Daily You lead us to learn of You 
and serve You and others. Thank You for Your guidance and care. Give us the desire and 
joy to tell Your story to others. Lead us to use Your Word effectively and well. Remind us 
that Your Word is strong and powerful and that through it, the Holy Spirit works to open 
hearts to Your saving love. Bless our Bible study time and our work as we continue to 
develop albums that share Your story of salvation. In Your name, we pray. Amen.

Viewfinding Activity
Scripture Sharers

As you greet others in your group, share with them a particular Bible passage you’ve often 
used when you’ve witnessed of Jesus to others. Why do you often share this specific verse?
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Zooming Into God’s Word
What We Proclaim

Printed below are the lyrics to the hymn, “Thy Strong Word” (LSB 578). Sing the hymn or 
speak the lyrics together with your group.

Thy Strong Word
1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done. For created 

light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to 
Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

2. Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, Broke the 
light of Thy salvation, breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, Glorious 
now, we press toward glory, And our lives, our hopes confess. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

4. From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; From the 
cross forever beameth all Thy bright redeeming light. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to 
Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

5. Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, Throats that shout 
the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Alleluia, alleluia! May the 
light which Thou dost send fill our songs with alleluias, alleluias without end!

6. God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. To Thee, Light of Light 
begotten, Praise be sung eternally. Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to 
Thee. Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

(“Thy Strong Word,” LSB 578, Text and setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House; 
Tune: Public Domain)

1. How do the truths shared in stanzas 1–4 of this hymn review the concepts we’ve 
studied so far in Snapshots 1–3? 

2. For what do we ask God as we sing or say Stanza 5? 
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3. How does Stanza 5 relate to the main Bible verse for this session, Acts 1:8?

4. Read Isaiah 55:10–11. What does God promise in these verses? 

5. Notice the focus of God’s promise in Isaiah 55:11. Compare this verse to 1 
Corinthians 3:5–7. How do these verses provide confidence and comfort for you 
as you prepare your Witness Album and whenever you share God’s story and His 
Word? 

A Panorama of Passages
Earlier in this session you shared with others a favorite Bible passage that you often use as 
you witness of Jesus to others. 

1. Without naming a specific person, time, or situation, what are some joyful and/or 
challenging times when you’ve shared the passage you named? 

Whenever a photographer sets up to take a photograph, the composition of the subject she 
wishes to capture is very important. Checking and rechecking is done to make certain that 
all of the image she desires to capture can be clearly seen through her camera’s viewfinder 
and lens.  She checks the background behind her subject to make sure it does not diminish 
or clash with the main focus of her photograph.  She checks the lighting to make sure that 
shadows do not impair the image. (If you’ve ever been part of a family portrait, you know 
that it often takes a while to achieve the best composition for the photograph!)

Composition is also important as we witness of God’s story. We want to be certain that 
what we say is true to God’s Word. We want to make sure that our message is clear. We 
also want to share this message with love. God’s Word is very powerful. We never want to 
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use its truths out of context or in thoughtless ways that would lead the hearer or reader to a 
wrong conclusion.

1. Read 1 Peter 3:15. Why is it important to have a number of passages committed to 
memory or written out and carried out with you? 

2. Listed below are some situations you may encounter. Match the situation with one 
of the listed Bible passages that would be appropriate to share at that time.

Situation       Bible Passage

a. A lonely individual ___ 1. Psalm 139:13–16

b. Someone who is facing danger ___  2. 2 Thessalonians 3:3

c. An anxious mom as a child leaves for college ___  3. Nehemiah 8:10b

d. Your parents’ 50th wedding anniversary ___  4. John 10:27–28

e. A baby shower ___ 5. Psalm 145:3–4

f. A friend’s birthday ___ 6. Psalm 103:10–13

g. A person facing an uncertain future ___ 7. Isaiah 43:1–2

h. An individual who has witnessed a disaster ___ 8. Matthew 6:25–31, 33
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i. Someone who feels guilty ___  9. John 14:6

j. Someone who does not know the way to heaven ___  10. 1 Corinthians 1:4   
 

Wide-Angle Witness
The Witness Album you are assembling is one way to be prepared whenever you 

have a chance to share God’s story with others. In Snapshot 3 you selected a Bible passage 
to pair with each of the photographs you plan to place in your album. At the end of 
Snapshot 3, you were asked to think of some personal comments you would like to add 
about each photo and its meaning to you as well as its connection to the Bible verse you 
selected.

As you’ve selected your photographs, you may also have identified an over-arching theme 
for your entire selection. Your Witness Album might be one of comfort, of encouragement, 
of friendship, or a set of images that tell of Jesus’ power, forgiveness, and love. Or perhaps 
your album addresses several of these themes. As you work to place your photographs in 
a particular order in your album, be mindful of any natural progression of the truths within 
God’s story which they may share.

Each photograph in your Witness Album should be followed by a Bible verse that you have 
either handwritten or printed with a computer and printer on a 4-inch by 6-inch rectangle 
of cardstock paper. If you are using your own handwriting for the Bible verses, make them 
stand out on the page by using a dark-colored pen or marker and your own printing, rather 
than cursive handwriting. If you are printing the verses with a computer, use an easily-read 
font that is at least 12 points in size. Use a dark and bold color of ink when you are ready 
to print the verses.

As you add your own comments about each photograph to the Bible verse cards, use your 
own cursive handwriting to personalize your album. This will make the journaling you 
are doing especially meaningful for a family member who may view or become a future 
recipient of your album. As you journal, share how each photograph reminded you of a 
truth in God’s story. You may also wish to add some background about the location of the 
photo and when it was taken.

If you have stickers or scrapbooking punches available, you may wish to use these to give 
a decorative edge to each of the Bible verse cards in your album. Be sure to make these 
additions subtle so they do not take away from the main message of your album.

Work to finish one-half of your Witness Album by the end of this session. You will have 
time to complete your album in Snapshot 5.
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Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus, You have given us an extremely important job to do: spreading the truth of 
Your saving love throughout the world. You have given us the Holy Spirit to help us. 
Thank You for the power and strength we receive from the Holy Spirit so that we can 
witness of You. As we continue to compose our Witness Albums, give us wisdom to clearly 
and compellingly tell Your story of salvation and hope.  In Your name, we pray. Amen.

Looking Ahead 
Continue to have the supplies you’ve provided in this session available for use in  
Snapshot 5.
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snapshot 5: Processing our images
Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory 

among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! (Psalm 96:2–3)

Materials Needed:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• poster board or chart paper, markers
• masking tape
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• 4 x 6-inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and computer printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesives used with scrapbooking (Optional)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, as Psalm 118:24 proclaims, This is the day that [You] the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. Every day we have is a gift from You. Every day we are blessed 
to tell others of the great things You have done and are doing in our lives. Give us joyful 
and thankful hearts, Lord, which overflow with praise for all the good things You work in 
our lives. Make us excited to tell others of Your goodness, so that they too may recognize 
all the blessings that come from You. As we study Your Word, help us to process what You 
want us to know, so that our witness of You to others might glorify You now and always. In 
Your name, we pray. Amen.
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Viewfinding Activity
Great Things!

As you enter the area where today’s session meets, write on the provided poster board or 
chart paper a great thing God has done for you in the past two weeks.

Zooming Into God’s Word
Sharing Our Blessings

Focus on the blessings poster you and your fellow participants created. As you begin this 
Bible study, combine these great things God has done for you into a prayer of thanksgiving 
to Him. When your blessing is pointed to, on the poster, joyfully say, “Thank You, God, for 
(insert your blessing here.)”

God blesses all of us in many ways every day. Even those who do not recognize God as 
their provider are daily blessed. The Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer is, “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” God gives daily bread to us without our prayer. We should recognize 
His presence in our lives and daily thank Him for His provisions.

1. How can publicly acknowledging God for our blessings provide a witness of His 
story?

2. When asked, “How are you?” some Christians reply, “I’m blessed!” How does such 
a reply open the door to further conversation concerning God’s story? 

3. Do any of the pictures you’ve included in your Witness Album share a God-given 
blessing? Share what these are with other participants.

Telling the Story of Our Greatest Blessing
The greatest blessing God has given us is faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Faith in 
Jesus gives us forgiveness, eternal life, comfort, peace, hope, and the promise of a home in 
heaven. The most important story we will ever tell is the true story that eternal salvation is 
found in Christ Jesus alone!

1. Contained in the appendix of the 1991 edition (2005 printing) of Luther’s Small 
Catechism	with	Explanation is a “Salvation Outline.” This outline features seven 
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Bible passages which summarize the human condition and God’s gift of grace. 
Listed below are the seven Bible references from the outline. Look up each passage 
and read it carefully. Process what it says about people, our need for God, and how 
God blesses us. After each passage, write a short sentence which summarizes the 
truth of salvation it tells.

a. John 3:16

b. Romans 3:22b–23 

c. Romans 6:23 

d. Romans 5:8 

e. 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 

f. Acts 16:30–31 

g. Ephesians 2:8–9 

2. How might you incorporate this Salvation Outline in your Witness Album?

Wide-Angle Witness
Take time now to continue work on your Witness Album. As you work, add the truths 

of salvation along with the Bible verses and personal comments that are a part of your 
album. Whether someone has been a Christian all their life or whether they have never 
heard God’s story of salvation before, everyone needs continued assurance that they are 
saved through faith in Jesus.



35

As you process your thoughts, hone them so they are clear, concise, and true to God’s 
Word. Pray for God’s guidance and wisdom as you do this. Your finished product will be a 
wonderful tool to help you tell others God’s story of salvation.

You will want to complete the second half of your album by the end of this session. In 
Snapshot 6 you will share your Witness Album with others in your group.

 

Closing Prayer
As a prayer to close this lesson, speak the lyrics of the song, “I Love to Tell The Story.” 

1. I love to tell the story of unseen things above, Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and 
His love. 
I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; It satisfies my longings as nothing 
else would do.

2. I love to tell the story, ‘tis pleasant to repeat What seems each time I tell it, more 
wonderfully  sweet. 
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard The message of salvation from 
God’s own holy Word.

3. I love to tell the story for those who know it best Seem hungering and thirsting to 
hear it like the rest.  
And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, ‘Twill be the old, old story 
that I have loved so long.

I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY; ‘TWILL BE MY THEME IN GLORY TO TELL THE 
OLD, OLD STORY OF JESUS AND HIS LOVE. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

(“I Love To Tell The Story,” by Arabella Katherine Hankey and William Gustavus 
Fischer)

Looking Ahead
If you did not have time to finish your Witness Album during this session, take it home and 
complete it for Snapshot 6. 
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snapshot 6: Exhibiting our albums
… so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10–11).

Materials Needed:
• this study
• ESV Bible
•	 Lutheran Service Book
• several ESV concordances
• participants’ personal photographs
• completed Witness Album (leader only)
•	 Witness Albums (one per participant)
• 4-inch by 6-inch white index cards, unruled
• various colors of cardstock paper
• fine-point pens, various colors
• laptop computer and computer printer (two or more) (Optional)
• scissors and/or paper cutter
• stickers, decorative punches, other miscellaneous scrapbooking supplies (Optional)
• glue sticks or other types of adhesives used with scrapbooking (Optional)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, You are the Light that shines the way to our heavenly home! We are blessed 
to be lights for You. Help us to shine brightly with Your love in a world that is filled with 
darkness. Bless our photographic witnesses so that they reflect Your truth and Your light in 
winsome ways. Bless our time together as we study and share Your Word. In Your mighty 
name we pray. Amen.

Viewfinding Activity
Finishing Touches

Use this gathering time to put any finishing touches on your Witness Album.
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Zooming Into God’s Word
Shining Lights For Christ

Throughout the sessions of this study/retreat, we’ve examined the importance of both 
physical and spiritual lights in our lives. In this session we will examine a few final Bible 
verses which expose the light of Christ placed in our hearts and how we can shine that light 
into the lives of others.

1. Read Ephesians 1:13 and 2 Corinthians 4:5–6. What is it that enlightens our hearts 
to the salvation found in Jesus? 

2. As we discussed in Snapshot 1, physical light is essential for photography. It is also 
essential for many species of physical life. Spiritual light is essential for spiritual 
life. In Ephesians 5:8–14, God calls us to walk as “children of light” (v. 8b). 
Carefully read this section of Ephesians.  What does God expect of us as “children 
of light”? 

3. What are some “unfruitful works of darkness” in our world that need to be exposed 
to the light of Christ? See Ephesians 5:3–6. 

4. Paul describes the world as “a crooked and twisted generation” (Philippians 2:15). 
Therefore, we are to “shine as lights in the world.” Light can be reflected and 
directed. In what ways does the contents of your Witness Album reflect God’s light 
(His grace and truth)? 

5. In Matthew 5:14a, Jesus calls us “the light of the world.” With these words, Jesus 
calls us to show the world the light of His salvation through both our words and 
deeds. We are not to hide the light of grace and truth that we have been given in our 
hearts. Read Matthew 5:16. When we shine, what happens?  
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In its study note for Matthew 5:16, The Lutheran Study Bible quotes this remark of Martin 
Luther: “What [Jesus] calls ‘good works’ here is the exercise, expression, and confession 
of the teaching about Christ and faith … Shining is the real job of believing or teaching, 
by which we also help others to believe” (p. 1586). We have received the glorious life-
changing, life-giving gift of the light of Christ! Take a moment now to silently pray and 
ask Jesus to show you the people on whom He desires you to shine with His story of 
salvation and love.

Wide-Angle Witness
Photographers often exhibit their photograph collections in galleries or in their 

studios. You will now exhibit your Witness Albums as an opportunity to practice effective 
shining for Jesus. Do this within the large group of study or retreat participants, so that you 
will have a chance to see everyone’s album.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, You have pierced the darkness of sin, death, and Satan with the light and life 
of Your truth, so that we may live. Without Your Light, we would remain hopeless and 
helpless. Thank You, dear Savior, for powerfully conquering our enemies and for placing 
Your grace and truth in our hearts. In the world there are so many people who don’t know 
You and Your life-giving Light. They are unaware of Your story of salvation or are blind to 
its importance. Help us shine on them for You. Help us tell Your story in a way that helps 
them to see their need for You. May all that we do and say reflect Your love. Be with us 
as we leave this place and go into the world to share Your Light. In Your name we pray. 
Amen.    

Then sing together, “Rise, Shine, You People” (LSB 825). Depart in His peace as you bask 
in His light now and forever.
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double Exposure

General Leader’s Helps
Snapshot Session Sections
Each Snapshot session in this Bible study is divided into the same five sections:

1. Opening Prayer

2. Viewfinding Activity: an ice-breaker to help participants interact and/or an activity 
to help participants begin to think about the truths of the session.

3. Zooming Into God’s Word: the Bible study section of the session.

4. Wide-Angle Witness: Questions and/or activities that help participants apply the 
truths of the Bible study to their own lives. In Snapshots 3–6, this section also 
includes instructions for the making of Witness Albums.

5. Closing Prayer

Main Ideas
At the beginning of each Snapshot in the helps section below, a Main Idea for the session is 
stated. All the activities in the session are designed to help teach this Main Idea.

Class Organization
Before leading each Snapshot session, you will want to work through its activities and 
Bible study on your own. You will also want to make your own Witness Album before any 
of the sessions are held.

Try to hold each Snapshot session in a large room that has plenty of table space. Be sure 
your room has enough electrical outlets for computers and printers (if you are using them). 
You will also need a separate table where scissors, paper, and other scrapbooking materials 
can be set out for use by the entire group.

If you are leading a large group, it will be helpful from Snapshot 2 and on to divide the 
large group into smaller groups of 4–6 people. These smaller groups will work on their 
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Witness Albums together. Take care to construct the groups so that individuals are with at 
least one other person whom she already knows. This is especially important if you have 
mothers and daughters in your large group. But you will also want to construct the groups 
so that individuals have the opportunity to meet a new friend. If you have several people 
who are experienced scrapbookers in your study, try to place one of these experienced 
individuals in each of the small groups to help demonstrate techniques and spark creativity 
when work is done on the Witness Albums.

A list of hymns and songs that can be used in each Snapshot and especially in retreat and 
workshop settings are listed in the “Enlargements” section of this guide.

Session Schedule
Each session is written so that it can be completed in an hour. Snapshots 1 and 2 are 
primarily composed of Bible study and discussions. Snapshots 3–6 have shorter Bible 
studies with more time for the composition of individual Witness Albums.  You may wish 
to extend the time of the last four sessions to 90 minutes each to allow more time for album 
preparation.  If desired, participants can also work on their Witness Albums at home.

Take Time for Prayer
Before your group arrives for each Snapshot session, take time for prayer. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you present Bible truths clearly and to lead all discussions in a way that 
includes and involves every participant. Remember that God is with you and promises to 
bless your efforts, so that they may bring Him glory and share His story.

Individual Snapshot Helps and Answers
Use these helps to spark discussion and to clarify questions.

Snapshot 1: Exposing The Light
Main Idea: The word photography is defined as “writing or painting with light.” Without 
physical light, photography is impossible. Jesus is “the light of the world.” We need the 
spiritual light of Jesus to pierce the spiritual darkness of sin, death, and Satan into which 
we are born. By grace, God gives us faith in Jesus who shows us the way to eternal life and 
our heavenly home.

Viewfinding Activity: Mental Photos
Light displays participants may mention include sunrises, sunsets, light rays searing 
through clouds, lightning, Northern Lights, meteor showers, and shooting stars. Focus 
discussion on natural lights, not on human-made lights (e.g., fireworks, laser light shows).

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. The earth was formless and void. It was shapeless matter. 

2. The first thing God did as He put the earth in order was to create light.  This was 
not sunlight as the sun was not created until Day 4. The first light God created was 
light to contrast the initial darkness.

3. Light is of first and utmost importance.

4. Without the use of special lenses and special speed film, the photograph will likely 
turn out dark and grainy, with its image unrecognizable
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5. John 8:12 describes Jesus, the Light of the world. Jesus’ Light is spiritual light, the 
Light of truth, that leads the way to heaven.

6. a. Jesus came to give life eternal (verse 4). 
b. The darkness of sin cannot overcome Jesus’ Light (verse 5). 
c. Jesus came to be the Savior for everyone (verse 9).

7. We need Jesus because without Him, we walk in the darkness of sin and 
wickedness.

8. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus has rescued us from the darkness of sin, 
death and Satan and has given us new life and light in Him. Our faith in this truth 
is a gift of God’s grace and comes from the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
through the Word and the waters of Baptism.

9. Bartimaeus could not physically see light; his eyes were physically blind.

10. Bartimaeus was a beggar. Due to his blindness, he could not work. He depended 
upon his hearing and other senses to gather information about what was happening 
around him.

11. Participants’ answers will vary. Without sight, their interaction in the world and 
their perception of it would be very different. 

12. Pictures of an event captured in our memories through our eyes and brains are one 
of the primary ways we remember them.  

13. Bartimaeus’ use of the title, “Son of David,” shows that Bartimaeus knew that 
Jesus came from David’s family line. From David’s descendants would come the 
promised Savior. Asking for mercy showed Bartimaeus’ belief in Jesus’ power to 
heal.

14. With His statement, “Your faith has made you well,” Jesus indicated that 
Bartimaeus already had the God-given gift of spiritual sight. Even though 
Bartimaeus could not physically see Jesus, he believed in his heart that Jesus is the 
Savior. That’s spiritual sight or faith. 

15. Bartimaeus asks Jesus to restore his physical sight.

16. Without spiritual sight, our view of the world and our participation in it would 
be limited to only this world. We would not have the sure and certain hope and 
comfort of heaven. We would be unable to see God’s work in the world. We would 
often feel discouraged because we would not recognize God’s reign over all things. 

17.  Participants’ answers will vary. People may express added joy and appreciation.

18.  Without continued exposure to Jesus, our spiritual light grows dim. When we study 
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God’s Word and partake regularly of the Sacraments, the Holy Spirit works in us to 
keep our faith shining for the Lord.

Wide-Angle Witness
19. Bartimaeus followed Jesus.

20. Participants answers will vary.

Snapshot 2: Opening Our Lenses
Main Idea: Holy Scripture is filled with visual images that help us know Jesus. Jesus 
opens our eyes to these as we study His Word. The Holy Spirit works in our hearts as we 
share God’s story with others by helping us to share these images as a part of our witness.

Viewfinding Activity: Images of Jesus
If participants have difficulty with this activity, suggest that they recall the “I am” 
statements Jesus makes about Himself in the New Testament or the many different names 
used for Jesus throughout the Bible.

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. Images mentioned may include Noah’s ark in the flood; the parting of the Red Sea; 

Moses holding the Ten Commandments; Daniel in the Lion’s Den, any of Jesus’ 
miracles; Jesus’ crucifixion, death, resurrection, and ascension; tongues of fire at 
Pentecost; visions of heaven as described in Revelation.

2. God uses the visual images in the Bible to help us better understand Him and His 
work in ways that our limited human intelligence and experience can grasp and 
remember. Just as “a picture can paint a thousand words,” these visual images are 
powerful ways God uses to help us to recognize His powerful work in our lives. 
When concepts are paired with a visual image, they are easier to remember. 

3. Participants’ responses will vary.

4. a. rock, fortress, deliverer, shield, horn of my salvation, stronghold 
b. branch 
c. living water 
c. bread of life 
e. door 
f. good shepherd 
g. true vine 
h. cornerstone

5. The visual image is a lamb.

6. From early times recorded in the Old Testament, lambs were the appropriate 
sacrifice to be offered to God. The lamb sacrificed at Passover signified the release 
of God’s people from slavery in Egypt. Jesus is the Lamb, sacrificed at Passover, 



43

who releases us from the slavery of sin. John the Baptist identified Jesus as “the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In Revelation, we 
see Jesus, the Lamb, reigning on His throne as He is worshipped by all.

Wide-Angle Witness
7. Possible categories for photographs include monuments; family members; natural 

disasters; architecture; family events; church events; religious objects and places; 
friendship.

8. Biblical connections to photographs found in each category can be many. 
Photographs of modern and ancient monuments can be tied to the altars Old 
Testament people like Noah built to thank and praise God. They can also be tied to 
monuments like Joshua built near the Jordan River after the Israelites successful 
crossing (Joshua 4). Monuments to war veterans and to others who have given 
their lives (such as the Oklahoma City Memorial and the 9/11 memorials) can 
remind us of Christ’s sacrifice, as well as God’s help and strength in times of 
trouble. Photos of family members remind us of how God places us in families 
as a sign of His love and care. They also show that life is a gift from God. Photos 
of the aftermath of natural disasters or accidents remind us that life is precious. 
They also remind us that God is in control and can work good out of any situation. 
Photos of various types of architecture tie into the biblical concept of fortresses 
(Psalm 46), cornerstones, lighthouses (guiding and saving light), broken columns 
(the story of Samson). Large massive types of architecture can remind us of God’s 
strength. Photos of family events such as births, Baptisms, confirmation, birthdays, 
weddings, graduations, and anniversaries can remind us of the many blessings God 
gives us throughout our lives. Such occasions also mark the years and days which 
God gives on this earth. Photos of church events and of people in our church family 
remind us of the unity of Christians which God desires in church. They can remind 
us of the support other Christians give us in times of trouble. They can remind us of 
the opportunities we have to worship the Lord together and to share His story with 
others. Photographs of crosses, churches, and other Christian objects and symbols 
can call to mind many Bible passages about Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection, and 
the victory of sin, death, and Satan that we have in Him. Photos of friends tie into 
the Bible friendships of David and Jonathan, Jesus’ friends Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus, Jesus and His disciples; and Jesus as our Best Friend. There are various 
verses from Proverbs that tie into friendship, as well such as Proverbs 17:17. This 
friendship theme can be especially meaningful for any teens using this study.

9. Use this question as a way to help participants begin to focus on the purpose of 
their soon-to-be-assembled Witness Albums. The Holy Spirit works in us to find 
creative and effective ways to tell God’s story.

Snapshot 3: Setting Our Focus
Main Idea: As we keep our focus on Jesus through faith, He helps us to deal with the 
challenges of our earthly lives and to share His saving love with others.
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Viewfinding Activity: Finding Your Focus
Some ideas participants may mention that help them keep their focus on Jesus include 
prayer; removal of distractions (cell phones); clearing their minds of schedules; activities, 
and responsibilities; studying in a special place in their homes that they use only for Bible 
study purposes (a quiet corner or alcove, a particular chair); physically scheduling time 
with Jesus each day on their calendars; decorating in various places in the home using 
Scripture verses and paintings of Jesus.

Distractions participants may mention which cause them to lose focus on Jesus include 
worries, to-do lists, noise, requests from others, lack of sleep, world events, chaotic 
environment, work responsibilities, unexpected problems or events, ill health of self or 
family members, lack of interest.

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. Jesus restored the man’s physical sight and delivered him from spiritual darkness.

2. The Pharisees were spiritually blind to the fact that Jesus is the Christ. They cast 
the man out of the synagogue.

3. Through faith in Jesus, all who are lost in spiritual blindness receive spiritual 
sight. All people are born spiritually blind, but by God’s grace are given spiritual 
sight. All who claim to gain spiritual sight on their own, such as the Pharisees, will 
remain spiritually blind. The Pharisees boasted of their knowledge of God. But they 
rejected Jesus. This rejection was the sin that condemned them. This remains so 
for all who reject Jesus today. (People’s Bible Commentary John, Gary P. Baumler, 
Concordia Publishing House, pp. 146 and 148. used by permission) 

4. The word is faith.

5. a. Jesus leads us in the truth and teaches us. 
b. Jesus opens our eyes so we know His Law and the love God shows us through it. 
c. God’s Word (both Jesus Himself and God’s written Word) show us the way of 
salvation. 
d. Jesus helps us and keeps us. 
e. Through Baptism, we receive forgiveness of sins and faith by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
f. When we partake of Holy Communion, our sins are forgiven and our faith is 
strengthened. 
g. Without Jesus, we can do nothing. The branches (us) cannot survive without the 
Vine (Jesus). 
h. Fellow believers serve God together and stay focused on Jesus through study of 
the Word and partaking of Holy Communion.

6. Michael’s eyes are fixed on Jesus as evidenced by his continued prayers to God for 
leadership and guidance and by his trust and in his faithful following of the Lord.

7. Mr. Hingson relied on God’s strength to keep him calm among the chaos 
surrounding him. As he relied on God’s guidance, he was able to calm, reassure, 
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and even humor those around him. Even though he did not verbally tell of God’s 
strength and hope during the day of disaster, Mr. Hingson’s actions showed his faith 
and trust in Jesus.

Wide-Angle Witness
Help participants as necessary with the use of the concordances. By the end of this session, 
participants should have a Bible verse paired with each photograph.

Snapshot 4: Composing Our Witness
Main Idea: Jesus has given us the directive and opportunity to tell others the story of His 
saving love. We do this based on the truth found in the Bible and with the God-given gifts 
of creativity and joy.

Viewfinding Activity: Scripture Sharers
As participants share their Bible verses, you may wish to print them on a large sheet of 
poster board or chart paper to display in your meeting area. Later in the session when 
individuals work on their Witness Albums, these verses may spark additional ideas.

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. This hymn reviews God’s creation of light, both physical and spiritual. It speaks of 

the Light who is Jesus and how He pierces the darkness of sin. The hymn reminds 
us that Jesus and the cross are the focal point of our life.

2. In Stanza 5, we ask God for the ability and for the necessary physical tools so that 
we can proclaim His glory, mercy, hope, and name throughout the world.

3. The Holy Spirit is the One who gives us the wisdom, strength, courage, and the 
ability to proclaim God’s glory, mercy, hope, and name throughout the world.

4. In Isaiah 55:10–11, God promises that His Word will not return empty, but will 
accomplish what He desires. God’s Word will create faith and cause spiritual 
growth.

5. God promises to work good through all our efforts. We are simply the messengers 
of God’s story. The Holy Spirit is the one who creates faith and grows faith.

6. Participants may include birthdays, illness, death, sorrow, accidents, job 
promotions, graduations, confirmations, Baptisms, successful completion of a 
project, to cheer or encourage a friend or family member, life’s disappointments.

7. When you memorize Bible verses or carry them with you, you are ready whenever 
an opportunity to witness presents itself. Especially when Bible verses are 
memorized, your witness comes more easily and naturally.

8. a. 7 
b. 4 
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c. 8 
d. 5 
e. 1 
f. 10 
g. 3 
h. 2 
i. 6 
j. 9

Wide-Angle Witness Invite participants to read through this section together with others in 
their small groups before they begin work on their Witness Albums. 

 

Snapshot 5: Processing Our Images
Main Idea: We are blessed by God to tell others of the great things He has done and 
continues to do in our lives.

Viewfinding Activity: Great Things!
Before participants arrive, use masking tape to attach a large sheet of poster board or chart 
paper to a wall in your class area. (Note: If the paper you are using is thin, layer three 
pieces of paper together so that markers will not bleed through and damage the wall’s 
surface.) Have markers available near the paper for participants to use to print their great 
things on the poster board or paper.  You will refer to these great things as you begin the 
Bible study section of this session.

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. When we publicly acknowledge God as the provider of all our physical and 

spiritual blessings, we make His daily and continuing care of us known to others. 
We show that we trust God to provide all that we need. We draw attention to God 
and help others to focus on Him and His goodness.

2. After such a reply, an individual can then explain her greatest blessing: faith in 
Jesus and the salvation and the eternal life this faith brings.

3. Participants’ comments will vary.

4. a. God loves you with an unbelievable love! 
b. All people sin (disobey God). 
c. God punishes sin. 
d. Because God loves you so much, His Son Jesus took the punishment we 
deserved and died on the cross for the sins of all people. 
e. On the third day after He died for us, Jesus rose from the dead, showing His 
power over all things including sin, death, and Satan. 
f. Jesus offers forgiveness of sins and a new, eternal life to all who believe in Him.  
g. God gives His salvation as a free gift.

5. Participants’ responses will vary.
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Wide-Angle Witness
As participants ask, help them complete their Witness Albums. The albums will need to be 
completed for Snapshot 6.

Snapshot 6: Exhibiting Our Albums
Main Idea: By the Holy Spirit’s power we can tell God’s story in unique ways which 
combine Bible truths with photographs and personal experiences.

Viewfinding Activity: Finishing Touches
As necessary, use this time so that participants can complete their Witness Albums.

Zooming Into God’s Word
1. The Gospel enlightens our hearts to the salvation found in Jesus.

2. As “children of light” we are “to try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord” (v. 10) 
as well as “expose the unfruitful works of darkness” (v. 11).

3. Accept all reasonable answers. Participants may mention some things such as 
abortion, sexual immorality, pornography, idolatry, a general belief among many in 
society that such things are not sinful or that it is not our place to point out the sins 
of others. Many people today are unaware of what God’s truth says and what His 
Law commands. It is always important that we use every opportunity given to us to 
tell God’s story.

4. The main idea of participants’ responses should center on the idea that their Witness 
Albums  illustrate truths from God’s Word that can be used to open up a dialogue 
about God’s story of grace and truth found in Jesus, our Savior.

5. When we shine as lights of the world, people “give glory” to God.

Wide-Angle Witness
As participants exhibit their Witness Albums, give genuine compliments and 
encouragement. Be aware that for some in the group, this may be the first time they have 
ever given a public witness. Others may be shy to show their photos. Help to create a 
friendly atmosphere among the participants that encourages openness and joyful sharing.
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Enlargements
Ideas on how to use this study in a retreat or in an all-day workshop setting.

Beginnings
If you’ve chosen to use this course of study as a retreat or an all-day workshop, blessings 
on your endeavor! Retreats and workshops provide women with extended worship, Bible 
study, and fellowship opportunities. They give women a chance to recharge from their 
every-day responsibilities and challenges. They can be remembered as a highlight in one’s 
spiritual life.

To use these materials as a retreat, you will follow the sections of each Snapshot session 
and add some extra activities here and there as indicated within the retreat schedule found 
in this section. To use these materials as a workshop, you will follow each Snapshot 
session and add a break for lunch after Snapshot 3.

To hold a meaningful retreat or workshop, it is important to carefully plan the activities 
you will present, while at the same time building an atmosphere of relaxation. You want 
this to be a special time with God for the participants. You want to make sure that all 
participants feel involved and included.

The following is a variety of ideas to help you plan and organize a retreat or workshop. 
Schedules are included for an overnight retreat, as well as a one-day workshop. These 
schedules and ideas are merely a guide to help you. Please tailor your retreat or workshop 
to best meet the needs of those who will attend. 

Don’t forget to pray each step of the way! God promises to bless all things done in His 
name.

Initial Considerations
• Select three to six people who will help you plan the retreat/workshop. As you plan, 

you may want to assign each individual a specific area or time of the retreat to over-
see (e.g., meals and snacks; assembly of Witness Albums; Bible studies; worship; 
music; games; publicity and registration).

• Involve your pastor in your planning. You may want him to lead the worship times 
or Bible studies. Selected women may serve as the leaders. One woman or several 
individuals may lead all six studies and their activities.
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• Select a site for your retreat. As you do so, keep in mind the ages and physical 
abilities and limitations of the women who will attend your program. If you are 
planning an overnight retreat, preteens, teens, and their moms may enjoy staying 
at a camp while older women may appreciate more comfortable facilities such as a 
lodge or hotel. In some areas, scrapbooking shops will open their stores for groups 
or have home-like atmospheres where you can use their materials as well as spend 
the night. For any facility you choose, you will want to make sure that it has ample 
space, tables, chairs, and lighting for the assembly of the Witness Albums.

• Decide what you will charge participants for registration and materials. Keep your 
price reasonable, but make sure that you include the cost of the facility and meals in 
your fee.

• Secure a musician for your entire retreat or workshop. Either a pianist or guitarist 
would work well.

• Keep your meals and snack choices simple and healthy. Soups and salads are good 
choices for meals. Have plenty of fresh fruit and cereal available for breakfast. 
Pretzels and fish crackers make for non-greasy snacks. To avoid mess and spills, 
you will want to serve food at tables that are separate from those where the Witness 
Albums will be assembled. Provide bottled water and juices as well as coffee and 
tea. Cups and bottles with lids will help keep things clean. To lower retreat costs, 
you may wish to have participants bring their own snacks, sodas, and bottled drinks 
with them.

• Make sure in your publicity materials that you include a list of everything that 
participants will need to have with them. Especially highlight the fact that each 
participant will need to bring at least ten meaningful photographs with them. It is 
best if participants bring at least twice as many photos so they will have a selection 
to choose from as they put together their Witness Albums. If you plan to collect an 
offering or items for a service project, may sure you list this as well. 

• Have name tags available in the shape of cameras. It is especially important that 
participants have these and wear them if you have women coming together who do 
not already know one another. Only first names are necessary on the name tags.

• Be sure to schedule break time where participants can walk or hike, play a game, 
sing, and stretch. 

• If you are doing a service project in conjunction with your retreat or workshop, re-
member to schedule times for this and/or include a time during opening or closing 
worship to gather an offering. Service project ideas are outlined in the “Materials 
Needed” section near the beginning of this guide.

• Invite a committee member to take photos throughout your retreat or workshop. 
Share these later in a Witness Album format, on a large poster, or in another type 
of album display. You can also place several one-use cameras around the meeting 
area. Invite participants to use them to photograph activities throughout the retreat 
or workshop.
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saMPLE rETrEaT sCHEdULE
(For a combination Friday-night, all-day Saturday gathering)

Friday Night

6:30 p.m. Gather at your retreat site and get settled. A light meal can be served such as sub 
sandwiches or chili, or have participants eat dinner before they arrive.

7:00 p.m. Opening Worship (you may ask your pastor to lead this) Include a short 
devotion, lots of hymns (see suggested song and hymn list in this section), and a prayer 
that God would bless your time together and make it fruitful.

7:30 p.m. Sing an additional hymn from the list. Pray the opening prayer for Snapshot 
1, page 00. Then do “Viewfinding Activity: Mental Photos,” Snapshot 1, page 00 to help 
participants get to know one another.

7:45 p.m. Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s Word,” Snapshot 1, pp. 00–00.

8:30 p.m. Leader(s) share their completed Witness Albums. Group discusses “Wide-Angle 
Witness,” Snapshot 1, pp. 00–00. Use the closing prayer in Snapshot 1 to close the first 
Bible study.

8:50 p.m. Short break for a stretch, snacks, restroom. To help participants stretch a bit, 
play “Strike a Pose.” Tell the group to pretend they are models in front of a famous 
photographer. As you call out various situations, participants are to “strike a pose” that 
shows how a person might look in that situation. Sample situations include: mopping the 
floor, planting some flowers, pushing a stroller, climbing a tree, wrapping a present, putting 
on make-up, playing a card game. Participants may work together as they strike their 
poses. Photograph the game antics if you wish.

9:00 p.m. Begin Snapshot 2 at tables where participants can do the artwork for the 
“Viewfinding Activity: Images of Jesus,” Snapshot 2, page 00.

9:15 p.m. Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s Word,” Snapshot 2, pp. 00–00.

9:45 p.m. Formulate and break into small groups of 4–6 women each. With their 
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photographs, Bibles, and study guides, have each group find a quiet place to meet in 
your facility and work together on “Wide-Angle Witness,” Snapshot 2, pp. 00–00. 
Have the small groups stop after discussing Question 8. Give each group 20 minutes to 
work together. Then have the groups come together and share their discussion findings. 
Conclude by discussing together Question 9 in the section.

10:30 p.m. End the evening by speaking together the closing prayer for Snapshot 2 on 
page 00. You may also wish to sing the hymn, “O Light Whose Splendor” (LSB 891) or 
“Beautiful Savior” (LSB 537).

Saturday

7:30 a.m. Breakfast

8:00 a.m. Speak together the opening prayer for Snapshot 3, page 00. Sing together “I 
Want to Walk as A Child of the Light” (LSB 411) or “Lead Me, Guide Me” (LSB 721).  
Then have small groups from last evening meet together to complete the “Viewfinding 
Activity: Finding Your Focus,” Snapshot 3, page 00.

8:15 a.m. Bible study (in one large group) from “Zooming Into God’s Word,” Snapshot 3, 
pp. 00–00. Then, break into small groups and proceed directly into the activities for “Wide-
Angle Witness,” Snapshot 3, pp. 00–00.

9:30 a.m. Close Snapshot 3 by speaking together in your large group the closing prayer on 
page 00. Sing, “Christ Be My Leader” (LSB 861).

9:35 a.m. Break time for snacks, restroom, and the activity, “Photo Finish.” For the 
activity, you will need a 4-inch by 6-inch photos randomly cut into 8 pieces each to 
make a puzzle and placed in separate envelopes (1 photo puzzle per small group). Have 
participants gather in their small groups around one or two large tables. Give each small 
group an envelope that holds a photo puzzle. Give each group three minutes to put together 
the puzzle pieces to reveal the original photo. At the end of five minutes, the groups can 
go around and look at each photo or help any groups who didn’t put together their photo 
within the 3-minute limit.

9:50 a.m. Pray together  the opening prayer for Snapshot 4, page 00. Within their small 
groups, have participants do the “Viewfinding Activity: Scripture Sharers,” Snapshot 4, p. 
00. Then gather again in one large group and do the Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s 
Word,” Snapshot 4, pp. 00–00. 

10:30 a.m. Gather at the worktables you have set up. Participants can sit together with 
others from their small group if desired. Read together through the helps in “Wide-Angle 
Witness,” Snapshot 4, pp. 00–00. Give participants until 11:45 a.m. to work on the first half 
of their Witness Albums.

11:45 a.m.  Read together the closing prayer for Snapshot 4 on page 00. Add a few 
sentences to thank God for the food you are about to eat. Then break for lunch.

11:50 a.m. Eat lunch. After lunch, take a walk or find a place to relax for a bit. During 
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lunch, post the “Great Things” blank poster for use at the beginning of Snapshot 5. See 
“Viewfinding Activity: Great Things!” Snapshot 5 as well as the “Individual Helps” section 
of this guide for Snapshot 5, page 00.

12:45 p.m. As participants gather together again after lunch, invite them to write on the 
poster a great thing which God has done for them in the past two weeks. When all have 
done so, speak together the opening prayer for Snapshot 5, page 00 and sing, “Light of 
Light, O Sole-Begotten” (LSB 914). Then proceed in one large group with the Bible study 
found in “Zooming Into God’s Word,” Snapshot 5, pp. 00–00.

1:20 p.m. Invite participants back to the work tables. Read through the “Wide-Angle 
Witness” section of Snapshot 5 together, then give participants the time necessary to 
complete their Witness Albums. 

2:15 p.m. Come together and speak or sing the lyrics of “I Love to Tell the Story,” page 
00. Provide a short break for restrooms or a snack, then gather together in a large group. Be 
sure participants have this guide, their Bibles, and their Witness Albums. Work through the 
Bible study found in “Zooming Into God’s Word” for Snapshot 6, pp. 00–00. Then invite 
participants to share their Witness Albums either with others in their small group (if you 
have a large number of participants) or as one group together.

3:45 p.m. Spend time cleaning up the work and food areas. Have participants gather their 
belongings so they are ready to leave for home.

4:00 p.m. Read together the closing prayer on page 00. Sing, “Rise, Shine, You People” 
(LSB 825) and “Stay With Us” (LSB 879). Then, depart for home. Note: If desired, work 
with your pastor to plan a short closing devotion here. 
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saMPLE onE-daY WorKsHoP sCHEdULE
Note:	Because	there	are	many	activities	to	do	to	make	this	a	complete	experience	for	the	
participants, be sure to follow the time guides strictly. Do not divide participants into small 
groups if you are using this schedule. You will want to have the same individual lead all of 
Snapshot sessions.

7:30 a.m. Registration (Participants receive their study guides and Witness Albums.) Have 
light breakfast-type refreshments available.

7:45 a.m. Speak together the opening prayer from Snapshot 1, p. 00. Help participants get 
to know one another with the “Viewfinding Activity: Mental Photos” from Snapshot 1, p. 
00. Then work through the Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s Word” for Snapshot 1, 
pp. 00–00.

8:30 a.m. Leader shares her completed Witness Album. Group discusses “Wide-Angle 
Witness,” Snapshot 1, pp. 00–00. Use the closing prayer in Snapshot 1 to close the first 
Bible study. 

8:45 a.m. Short break to use restrooms, grab a snack, or take a quick walk to stretch. You 
could also sing one of the suggested songs or hymns for Snapshot 1 at this time. See the 
hymn list that follows this schedule.

8:50 a.m. Begin Snapshot 2 at tables where participants can do the artwork for the 
“Viewfinding Activity: Images of Jesus,” Snapshot 2, p. 00.

9:05 a.m. Work as a large group through the Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s 
Word,” Snapshot 2, pp. 00–00. 

9:35 a.m. Have participants take out their photographs. Work as one large group through 
“Wide-Angle Witness,” Snapshot 2, pp. 00–00. Close this second Snapshot by speaking 
together the closing prayer on p. 00. 

10:20 a.m. Take a short break as participants stand and sing “O Light Whose Splendor” 
(LSB 891) or “Open My Eyes Lord.”

10:30 a.m. Speak together the opening prayer for Snapshot 3, p. 00. Complete as a large 
group “Viewfinding Activity: Finding Your Focus,” Snapshot 3, p. 00. Then work together 
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through the Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s Word,” Snapshot 3, p. 00–00. Follow 
the Bible study with the “Wide-Angle Witness” activity for Snapshot 3, pp. 00–00.

11:30 a.m. Break for a light lunch.

12:00 p.m. Sing together “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” (LSB 704). Then pray together the 
opening prayer for Snapshot 4, p. 00. Do the “Viewfinding Activity: Scripture Sharers,” 
Snapshot 4, p.00. Then work together through the Bible study from “Zooming Into God’s 
Word”, Snapshot 4, p.00.

12:40 p.m. Gather at the worktables you have set up. Read through the helps in “Wide-
Angle Witness,” Snapshot 4, p. 00–00. Work on the first half of the Witness Albums. 
As participants work, post the “Great Things!” blank poster for use at the beginning 
of Snapshot 5. See “Viewfinding Activity: Great Things!” Snapshot 5 as well as the 
“Individual Helps” section of this guide for Snapshot 5, p. 00

1:30 p.m.  Take a break with a song selection such as “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten” 
(LSB 914) or “Christ Be My Leader” (LSB 861). Pray together the opening prayer for 
Snapshot 5, p. 00. Invite participants to come up to the poster to write down a great thing 
God has done for them in the past two weeks. Then do the Bible study from “Zooming Into 
God’s Word,” Snapshot 5, pp. 00–00. 

2:15 p.m. Invite participants back to the work tables. Read through the “Wide-Angle 
Witness” section of Snapshot 5 together, then give participants the time necessary to 
complete their Witness Albums.

3:15 p.m. Speak or sing the lyrics of “I Love To Tell the Story,” p. 00. Pray the opening 
prayer for Snapshot 6, p. 00. Work through the Bible study found in “Zooming Into God’s 
Word,” pp. 00–00. Then invite participants to share their Witness Albums with the rest of 
the group.

4:15 p.m. Read together the closing prayer on p. 00. Sing “Rise, Shine, You People” (LSB 
825) “Stay With Us” (LSB 879). Then, depart for home.
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suggested songs and Hymns
Use as desired within the Bible studies, retreat schedule, and one-day workshop schedule.

Snapshot 1
• “I Want to Walk as A Child of the 

Light” (LSB 411) (This makes an 
excellent theme song for this course!)

• “Thy Strong Word” (LSB 578)
• “Praise the One Who Breaks the 

Darkness” (LSB 849)

Snapshot 2
• “Amazing Grace” (LSB 744)
• “Beautiful Savior” (LSB 537)
• “Open My Eyes Lord” (by Robert Cull, 

Maranatha Music)

Snapshot 3
• “Lead Me, Guide Me” (LSB 721)
• “The Lord is My Light” (LSB 723)
• “Christ Be My Leader” (LSB 861)
• “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” by 

Helen H. Lemmel (Found in Songs for 
Disciples, CPH, 1984)

Snapshot 4
• “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”  

(LSB 704)
• “O Blessed Light, O Trinity” (LSB 890)

Snapshot 5
• “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”  

(LSB 914)
• “O Light Whose Splendor”  

(LSB 891) (A good choice at the end of 
the evening.)

Snapshot 6
• “Rise, Shine, You People” (LSB 825)
• “Stay With Us” (LSB 879)
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