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Away in a Manger 
Opening Devotion 

 
[Please provide: musical accompaniment, hymnals or copies of this devotion for 
attendees.] 
 
Begin by singing together “Away in a Manger” LSB 364, LW 64. 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

      Verse 1 
 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger” (Luke 2:11-12). 
 
Jesus our Lord came down from His heavenly throne to be born in a humble manger, to live 
here on earth as a man, and to experience the same temptations we have. He was sinless, 
yet died on the cross for the sins of the world. He rose again and lives and reigns in heaven. 
He is with us and blesses us with His guidance and protection each day of our lives. 
 
Though most often sung at Christmas, this hymn can be used throughout the year in praise 
to the Savior. This favorite children’s hymn closes with the beautiful prayer [sing together]:  

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay  
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

      Verse 3 
 
Prayer: Jesus, Emmanuel, thank You for coming in the flesh, as a humble baby, to be our 
exalted Savior! Move us, in response to Your love, to live joyfully for You and for others. In 
Your name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Away in a Manger 
Mustard Seed: Joyful, Joyful, 3/31 

Hymn Text: LSB 364 
Written by Rev. Larry and Shari Miller 

Published by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, ©2011 
Adapted by CREC, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 


