
SUMMER 2018 THEME: OVERLOAD
Please share your stories and photos of joyful, 

mission-minded service with News Editor Linda Guteres: 
newseditor@lwml.org or 3 Timber Trail, Medford, NY 11763

Deadline: January 15, 2018 
Include: name, address, phone, and email

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN
action

Founded by past LWQ Editor-in-Chief 
Dr. Donna Streufert, the Women’s Leadership 
Institute (WLI), associated with Concordia 
University, Wisconsin, has been encouraging, 
and equipping women to use their God-given 
gifts of servant leadership since 2003. The WLI 
conference in September featured topics such 
as teaching Scripture, caring for volunteers, 
and sharing Christ in the workplace. Workshop 
leaders included author and speaker Deb 
Burma; author and educator, Ruth Koch; and 
Linda Arnold, WLI Executive Chair and past 
LWML Vice President of Communication. LWML 
Vice President of Organizational Resources, 
Debbie Larson, sta�ed the LWML booth and 
remarked, “The presence of the LWML exhibit 
was appreciated. It allowed for networking 
and sharing information about LWML missions 
and resources.”
LWML Vice President of Organizational Resources, Debbie 
Larson (right) and LWML Mission Grants Committee 
member, Nikki Tyrell

Reed City, where Michigan’s main north/south and east/west 
railroads intersected — formerly known as Michigan’s crossroads 
— is the epitome of small-town life with a population of less than 
3,000. Nestled in this town is Trinity Lutheran Church, where a 
small group of women are doing mighty acts in the name of Jesus. 
The small group of about 10 women was able to donate 131 quilts 
to �ve di�erent areas! Peggy Graham shares, “The group is so active 
that we even had to order additional copies of the Quarterly, which 
we share with our congregation and community.” 

The Ladies Aid of Zion Lutheran Church in Accident, Maryland 
(Chesapeake District), have embarked on a new endeavor. They are 
creating quilts for Quilts of Valor, a non-pro�t foundation. Its goal is 
to cover all physically or psychologically wounded service members 
with a freedom quilt, honoring them for their sacri�ces. During a 
special ceremony publicly thanking them for their service, each 
personalized quilt is given to a man or woman who has served 
our country. Korean Navy War Veteran and Zion’s �rst honoree, 
Mr. Harvey Gurney Kolb, had served four years in the Navy aboard 
the USS Putnam DD757 and the USS Leyte CV32. Mr. Kolb has 
himself sewn 1,024 quilt tops, and Zion’s Ladies Aid has completed 
those quilts for Garrett County charities. Please see QOVF.org for 
further information regarding this program.
Pictured left to right: Karen Leese, Jan Leese, Helen Harman, Gurney & Lois Kolb, 
Linda Oester, Peggy Close. Photo taken by Rita Kolb Fitzwater

Is your LWML society looking for an innovative 
way to repurpose denim jeans? Well look no 
further! The LWML Mission Circle of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Lester Prairie, Minnesota 
(Minnesota South District), was able to enhance 
15 school bags for distribution throughout their 
surrounding community. Jean pockets were 
embroidered and then sewn to the front of the 
bag. Each bag contained a religious devotion as 
well as notebooks, pencils, and pens. Thank you, 
LWML Mission Circle, for this great idea!
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Over the course of several 
months, LWML Su�olk Zone 
(Atlantic District) asked their 
sister churches to participate 
in a Scarf Sister Mission. This 
small request resulted in 440 
scarves and a number of hat 
and glove sets that will be 
delivered to �ve di�erent 

agencies within their community (Lighthouse Mission, Having 
Friends Inn, Maureen’s Haven, St. Joseph’s Soup Kitchen, and the 
I.N.N.), helping keep people warm during harsh winter months. 
Honey Pabst, President of the Su�olk Zone, extends her thanks to 
all the women who participated in this great project.
Pictured from left to right: Virginia Wirsing, Maureen Consiglio, Linda Guteres, and 
Deborah Graybosch

The LWML of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church have been working hard 
in Forestville, Wisconsin (North Wisconsin District). They were able 
to collect 54 huge boxes of Christian literature, which will be sent 
throughout the world via an organization named Love Packages. 
Love Packages exists to glorify God through the distribution 
of Christian reading materials. They hope to bring the Word of 
God to people who are hungry to hear His message of salvation. 
Organizations can send unused Sunday School materials, Bibles, 
and books to Love Packages; they will disseminate the materials 
throughout the world. The women of St. Peter’s hope these boxes of 
information will help encourage believers, build up His Church, train 
leaders, and shine God’s light in dark places. Great job, ladies! Visit 
lovepackages.org for further information regarding this ministry. More than 35 women, girls, and boys of Christ 

Church Lutheran, Phoenix, Arizona (Paci�c 
Southwest District), completed eight �eece 
blankets for the Agua-y-Mas orphanage in 
Guaymas, Sonora, Mexico. Since this was the 
group’s third year of tying �eece blankets 
for the children in Mexico, their skills were 
honed for business! They whipped out these 
beautiful blankets in about an hour, with time 
for fellowship and dessert. LWML member, 
Fayola Schwab said, “It is such a delight to work 
alongside our youth and watch them having 
fun and working hard to provide warmth 
and comfort for others! I would de�nitely 
encourage other LWML groups to host an 
intergenerational event.”

The ladies of Okawville Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(Southern Illinois District) are working hard to complete 
at least 25 quilts for the Almas Unidas-Hearts United 
Foundation. Almas Unidas-Hearts United is a foundation 
in El Salvador started by optometrist Dr. Lisa Greene, who 
organized medical clinics to visit the country. This mission 
work has now expanded to include building a house for 
the local residents. The LWML of Immanuel was able to give 
this mission more than 30 beautiful quilts during 2016, in 
addition to the quilts they will complete during 2017.  
Pictured: Adeline Blumhorst, Judy Hevner, Evelyn Borrempohl Luhrs, 
and Verdell Unverfehrt
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Junior, Frances, and Moises can 
often be seen wrestling on the 
�oor of the group home and 

having a great time. Ramona, the big 
sister, knows just where to look for 
Moises’s lost shoe so he can get to 
school in time for opening devotions. 
Estefani loves to greet visitors to their 
home and practice her English. The 
tias and tios (caregivers) of the children 
are members of the congregation who 
have been given extensive training so 
they can help the children in all areas of 
their lives, including having devotions 
and prayers as well as teaching them 
basic self-care and social skills. 
It is a great joy to see how these 
teenagers love being together with 
their tios and tias, “working” and having 
fun as a family. Randy loves having 
neighborhood kids stop by to play. If 
the kids see activity at the church, they 
are down there to check out what is 
going on in their church family. All the 

children have ways to serve in worship, 
which they take very seriously —  
lighting candles, passing out bulletins, 
and praying with the pastor.
Previously these children lived in a 
government institution, where they 
were fed, bathed, and diapered. No 
skills were taught, and no tables or 
chairs at which to sit to eat. No toys 
to play with or opportunities to learn, 
and no medical attention. 
In January 2011, custody of the 
children was given to Dominican 
non-pro�t, Hogares Luterano el Buen 
Pastor (HLBP), formed by the LCMS 
mission team and the Dominican 
Lutheran Church congregations. The 
children were baptized Easter Sunday 
2011. Church members and mission 
teams built the beautiful, spacious 
group home with funds from an LWML 
Mission Grant. The kids love living next 
to the school, church, and playground 
and being involved in the community! 

Do these kids feel loved? You bet! Do 
they give love! For sure, even though 
they had to learn �rst by receiving love 
and then learning to trust the ones 
loving them. When they were told 
Jesus loves them just like their tias and 
tios do, they understood and were able 
to love the Lord Jesus in return. We love 
because He �rst loved us (1 John 4:19).
The board of HLBP continues to work 
with the government to emphasize the 
need to improve care of people with 
disabilities and accept the �nancial 
responsibility for their care. Until then, 
funding comes from individuals and 
congregations in the U.S. 
If you would like to help support the 
group home, send donations to the 
LCMS. On the memo line, note “Palmar 
Arriba-HLBP #65019,” and send to 
LCMS P.O. Box 66861 St. Louis, MO 
63166-6861. Donate online at www.
lcmsorg/givenow/palmar-arriba-HLBP. 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN
action

Frances attends the 
school for the deaf. He 
loves playing basketball 
with his brothers and 
neighbors, but had to 
learn how to share the 
ball, as he had never 
played a game like 
this, knowing that the 
ball would be passed 
back to him. He is a real 
joker. As his use of sign 
language improves, he 
will eventually be able to 
live on his own.

Junior is a friend to all. 
He has volunteered at 
a hardware store in the 
community, and the 
owner was delighted with 
his help. His kindness 
extends to his brothers 
and sisters, and he is 
ready to help his tias 
and tios with chores 
around the house. He and 
Frances are competing 
to see who will grow 
the tallest and wear the 
biggest shoes. 

Abandoned to the 
streets, Moises was 
taken to a government 
orphanage. With speech 
therapy, a few words 
are starting to be said. 
He loves to run, even 
though his cerebral 
palsy has left him with a 
distinctive gait. He keeps 
up with his much bigger 
brothers, even though 
he is probably older 
than they are.

Because of his autism, 
Randy is being taught 
at home. He can carry 
on simple conversations 
and does household 
chores quite well. He 
loves going to church 
and repeating what the 
pastor is preaching as it is 
being said. He likes music 
and playing with his 
brothers. He and Ramona 
are “buddies” and have a 
special relationship.

Estefani’s social skills 
are amazing. She sings 
solos at church and 
helps count the o�ering. 
She has learned sign 
language so she can 
communicate with 
Frances. She may be 
able to live on her own, 
in a wheelchair accessible 
house. Her cerebral palsy 
has left one hand so 
twisted that she can’t 
use a walker safely.

Ramona is the big sister 
who helps take care of 
everyone. She loves to be 
the center of attention, 
and even though she 
is non-verbal, she can 
make her wishes known. 
She loves wearing 
dresses, looking pretty, 
and being with people. 
Her “job” at church is 
to pass out the worship 
folders to everyone.

The Family that Your Mites Helped Build 
ORPHANS WITH DISABILITIES BECOME A CHRISTIAN FAMILY
By Terry Putnam
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